Michelmersh & Timsbury
Pillage Newsletter

March ~ April 2009

VILLAGE INFORMATION

Police
Phone 101
08450 45 45 45 (Ask for the Force Enquiry Centre)
For urgent calls ONLY use 999

Churches:
St Mary’s Michelmersh
St Andrew’s Timsbury
Rector: The Revd Canon Bruce Kington 368335

Parish Council
Clerk: Peter Buist 368061
Chairman: Rory Fitzgerald 368662
WEBSITE: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

Test Valley Borough Council
Romsey 527700 : Andover 01264 368000
Web site: www.testvalley.gov.uk
TVBC Councillor Tony Ward 01794 389649
Email: clitward@testvalley.gov.uk

HCC County Councillor
Michael Woodhall: 01264 810500 :
MP Sandra Gidley MP: 511900

Jubilee Hall 368976 : Warden/Bookings 368492 :
Tree Warden Mr B Raines 368435
Sports Pavilion 368955

. Summer Hanging Basket Replanting  ~°

- Please bring your empty baskets to the nursery 2
3 We look forward to seeing you ¢ )
a v Choice Plants Stockbridge Rd  Timsbury g%

Tel 01794 368895

ltems for the Newsletter for May - June 2009 before Monday 13" April please.
Contributions to the Editor at: The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane Timsbury, SO51 ONW
or preferably email:- mike.koscian@btinternet.com
The Newsletter is produced for the Parish Council and distributed by volunteers every two months
For information contact the Editor, Mike Koscian Tel: 01794 368577
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COMPETITIVE RATES
SERVICE AT ITS BEST

TEL/FAX 01794 513340
MOBILE 07971 363250
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PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

Los Pinares, Sandy Lane, Belbins, Romsey, Hants SO51 OPD
Tel: (01794) 368091 ® Mobile: 07801 661497

QOil Boiler Specialists

e Installation, Servicing and Repairs.
e  OFTEC Registered.
e  Oil Tank Replacement.

All Plumbing And Heating, From A Tap Washer,
To Full Central Heating.

Power-Flushing

Solar Heating

Underfloor Heating

Full Bathroom Installation
Over 25 Years Experience

Painter and Decorator

S.J.OXENHAM
4 Chartwell Close
Allbrook, Eastleigh SO50 4PZ

Tel:02380 611673
One Man Business
Established (1967)

Interior/Exterior

No Job Too Small

Estimates without obligation

Reliable Local Tradesman

VILIAGE SHOW AND FUN
DAY

SATURDAY 18 JuLY 2009

KEEP THE DATE FREE

In 2007 alot of funds were raised at this event if you would
like your organisaion  to join in please contact me on 368118
or email  kathdavis@btintemet.com
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EDITORIAL

Firstly let me apologise for the poor picture quality and distortion to one or two of the adverts in the
previous issue. This was due to an error by the printers. | hope this issue fares better.

Moving on please make a note to attend the Village Show and Fun Day on Saturday 18" July. It will be
held on the Sports Field by the Jubilee Hall. It is your village and it is up to you to make it a success, the
organisers can only do so much! We are looking for local organisations to take part — See advert page 2.
Do you know one of our villagers keeps a record of the daily weather? | will print a summary from his
records each month. Remember this is completely unofficial and no guarantee can be given as to its
accuracy (or his eyesight when he took the reading).

Average Overnight Minimum Overnight Average Day Time Maximum Day Rainfall
Temperature Temperature Temperature Time Temperature mm
December 1.1 -4 5.1 10 44
January 0.5 -9 4.6 10 81
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Picture courtesy of John Chambers -

Do you recognise where the above picture was taken? It is the top of New Road. The building is still
recognisable although the shop no longer exists and motor vehicles have progressed little. Do you
recognise the car (Registration CC 845)? Did it belong to you? If you can shed any light on this or when
the picture was taken please let me know. | also need similar pictures.

Mike Koscian

SAMARITAN’S PURSE — OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 2008

Thank you for all those wonderful shoeboxes, another 1.2 million boxes were collected and sent out from
the UK through Operation Christmas Child.

From our local warehouse, this time in Chandlers Ford, 67,000 boxes were dispatched before Christmas
to Belarus, Bosnia, Kyrgyzstan, Liberia, Romania, Swaziland and the Ukraine. Angie Nelson, from the
Oasis Christian Centre in Romsey, has just returned from a trip to Serbia where again the shoeboxes
brought joy to poverty stricken Roma families, and many affected by special needs, in institutions in
Novi Sad.

Jasmina of the Bread of Life church in Belgrade says “I wish you could see the children’s faces. These
shoeboxes give a message of love and acceptance. The children are so overwhelmed with what they
find inside and it's so useful for them. This brings a powerful message.”

Thank you again for all your support and keep on knitting all those valuable hats, gloves and scarves,
knitting patterns can be found on the website www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk/pages/knitting-
operation-christmas-child

For further information please contact Mary Savage on 01794 367908 or e-mail to:
savage@choiceplants.freeserve.co.uk,or if you are interested in helping as a volunteer in the future
please contact Margaret Griffin e-mail: margaret.griffin55@hotmail.co.uk. Thank you for your support.
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THE FRIENDS OF MICHELMERSH CHURCH

Forthcoming Events

March 12. ‘The Land of Oz’ A photographic tour by Dave Simmonds
In Michelmersh Barns at 7.30 pm .£3.per person, payable at the door.
March 21. Church & Churchyard Spring Clean. Saturday morning

9.30 am —12.30 pm. (Details from Tom Robley, 368446.)

To all those people who came to the carols in the barns on Christmas Eve ( organised by The Friends)
we hope you enjoyed yourselves and thank you for supporting the Band. Thank you too for those who

made and served the punch. It was good!

FRIENDS INTERNATIONAL -Timsbury Backsmith Deported to Tasmania

One breakfast time in the spring of 2008 | received a
phone call from Australia from a Graham Tongs,
whom | didn’t know, who wished to become a Friend
of Michelmersh Church. One of his ancestors had
been a blacksmith in Michelmersh (or Timsbury) and
he was tracing his family’s roots. This was an
intriguing call and | liked the opportunity it presented
of extending overseas the membership of ‘The
Friends’. However nothing more was heard from him
until January 2009 when he sent £30 in cash from
Australia apologising for the delay ‘because we
mislaid our £ notes’.

With his letter came the following history about his
great, great grandfather John Tongs, a village
blacksmith.

22 November 1830.

Farmers in the parish of Mitchelmersh attended a
vestry meeting this morning; it had been called in
order to discuss labourers’ wages. Hearing of the
meeting around 100 labourers gathered around the
vestry and the farmers inside heard the cry of ‘now
for Hall Farm’ rise up from the men.

James Futcher hearing the name of his farm, rushed
outside in time to see a number of the labourers
running towards his property. He caught up with
them and was told that they were going to break his
machine. On seeing Mr Futcher one of the mob,
Arthur Fielder, said ‘D-mn your eyes, pay me the
half crown you owe me’. He went on to tell him that
if he did not give him the money he owed ‘he should
not sleep again’.

Fielder, and another of the men, John Tongs, were
armed with hammers, John Collins, George Palmer
and Harry Rogers carried sticks. They went to the
barn and destroyed the machine. Tongs, Rogers,
and Fielder were seen to be taking an active part in
the destruction while Palmer and Collins stood by
and called out. The same mob went on to destroy a
threshing machine belonging to Mr Gale.

28" December 1830.

Arthur Fielder, John Tongs, John Collins, George
Palmer and Henry Rogers were put to the bar
charged with having feloniously destroyed a
threshing machine at Michelmersh, the property of
James Futcher.

The prisoners made no defence and several
witnesses spoke of their excellent characters. The
Jury returned a verdict of guilty against Fielder,
Tongs, Palmer and Collins, but begged to
recommend them to mercy. Several of them knew
the prisoner Tongs, who has a wife and 5 children
and up until this time he has always borne an
excellent character. Mr Futcher, the prosecutor, also
begged to recommend them to mercy.

In his defence Tongs said 1 went with the mob, at
their desire, | had no intention of injuring any
person’. The other prisoners all stated that they had
been induced to go with the mob and that they now
repented it. At the time they had thought it better to
go with the men from their own parish than to be
forced to join the Timsbury mob which they had
heard was on the way. The jury found all the men
‘guilty’ but begged to recommend them to mercy on
account of their previous good character and the
excitement of the times.

30 December 1830.

John Tongs and Arthur Fielder, were sentenced ‘fo
be transported for a term of 7 years. On 10 January
1831 Tongs was put on board the prison | hulk
‘York’ at Portsmouth along with Arthur Fielder and
deported to Tasmania, without his family.

The following details are given about John Tongs:-
Born 1795. Married in Timsbury 27 June 1818.
Deported 1831. Pardoned Feb: 1836. Returned to
England circa 1842, Returned to Tasmania 1843 as
a free migrant with wife & family. Died June 1869
(age 74) in Tasmania, having been for upwards of
40 years a constant and useful office bearer of the
Methodist Church.

John Chambers








































