Michelmersh & Timsbury
Pillage Netwgletter

May ~ June 2009

VILLAGE INFORMATION

Police
Phone 101
08450 45 45 45 (Ask for the Force Enquiry Centre)
For urgent calls ONLY use 999

Churches:
St Mary’s Michelmersh
St Andrew’s Timsbury
Rector: The Revd Canon Bruce Kington 368335

Parish Council
Clerk: Peter Buist 368061
Chairman: Rory Fitzgerald 368662
WEBSITE: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

Test Valley Borough Council
Romsey 527700 : Andover 01264 368000
Web site: www.testvalley.gov.uk
TVBC Councillor Tony Ward 01794 389649
Email: clitward@testvalley.gov.uk

HCC County Councillor
Michael Woodhall: 01264 810500 :
MP Sandra Gidley MP: 511900

Jubilee Hall 368976 : Warden/Bookings 368492 :
Tree Warden Mr B Raines 368435

Sports Pavilion 368955

F

Summer Hanging Basket Replanting
Please bring your empty baskets to the nursery
We look forward to seeing you

dh Choice Plants Stockbridge Rd  Timsbury
Tel 01794 368895

ltems for the Newsletter for July - August 2009 before Friday 12" June please.
Contributions to the Editor at: The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane Timsbury, SO51 ONW
or preferably email:- mike.koscian@btinternet.com
The Newsletter is produced for the Parish Council and distributed by volunteers every two months
For information contact the Editor, Mike Koscian Tel: 01794 368577
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COMPETITIVE RATES
SERVICE AT ITS BEST

TEL/FAX 01794 513340
MOBILE 07971 363250

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

Los Pinares, Sandy Lane, Belbins, Romsey, Hants SO51 OPD
Tel: (01794) 368091 ® Mobile: 07801 661497

Qil Boiler Specialists

e Installation, Servicing and Repairs.
e  OFTEC Registered.
e  Oil Tank Replacement.

All Plumbing And Heating, From A Tap Washer,
To Full Central Heating.

Power-Flushing

Solar Heating

Underfloor Heating

Full Bathroom Installation
Over 25 Years Experience

Painter and Decorator

S.J.OXENHAM
4 Chartwell Close
Allbrook, Eastleigh SO50 4PZ

Tel:02380 611673

One Man Business
Established (1967)
Interior/Exterior

No Job Too Small

Estimates without obligation

Reliable Local Tradesman

VISIT YOUR LOCAL
HEDGING,TREE & TOPIARY
SPECIALIST

P Romsey Road - Ower - Southamptan - S051 6AF

We are open:
Mon to Fri 8.30am to 5.30pm
Saturdays March-May 9am to 5pm

TEL : 02380813776
www. hedgingandtopiary.co.uk
Also:

FORD LANDSCAPING
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

All types of work carried
out to an excellent standards

by polite and courteous teams

*r 023BOB16625
www.wreford.co.uk
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EDITORIAL

Firstly thank you to all those who responded to
the picture in my editorial and to the article on
John Tongs who was deported to Australia — It
shows you read this magazine! | am reliably
told the motorcar shown pictured at the top of
New Road in the last issue belonged to the
Reverend Fleetwood-Jones. My thanks to Joan
Cooper for this information. The following which
you may have seen before, is an extract from an
article on the OId Rectory Michelmersh,
published in the ‘Romsey & District Society’
Autumn 2006.

Former incumbents had resided at Michelmersh
Court adjoining the Church. The Reverend
Percival Fleetwood-Jones and his wife from
New Zealand take up the incumbency in 1934
and through the war years, when as Air Raid
Warden and Parish Parson he is allowed a
small allocation of petrol. Their daughter,
Gwyneth, related that the family with the
additional three evacuee children billeted on
them, all cringed on the staircase as a German
plane offloaded its bombs nearby after an
interrupted raid and chase from Southampton.
At this time the only milk supply for many miles
around was from the adjoining Barn House to
the south. Fleetwood-Jones continued his
ministry, having been also Chairman of the
Parish Council for over 20 years, up to 1956.
The full article can be found on the Internet at:

Harry Tongs & sisters

http://www.romseynet.org.uk/randsociety/news/
2006/06autumn95.pdf

Regarding John Tongs, Claire Topp from the
Silver Band asked if he was related to the Harry
Tongs who was associated with the Band. Our
resident Genealogist Kath Davis has managed
to extract the following:
John Tongs had a younger brother William, who
was Alfred Henry (Harry) Tongs grandfather.
Graham Tongs, our contact in Australia is a
direct descendant of John. Graham’s parents
sent Harry and his 2 sisters food parcels during
the war (WW2), Graham doesn't know what
they contained, but still has letters from the
sisters thanking them for the food. The Tongs
lived in Pitts Cottage. This raises another
question - they lived in a thatched cottage
behind what is now the OIld Rectory - where the
2 new houses are now - and Harry's father and
grandfather may also have lived there, does
anyone know if this was called 'Pitts Cottage’. -
or indeed why it was called Pitts Cottage?
Graham also raises a question about 'Tongs
Corner' - this appears in the 1881 census, and
is somewhere between Timsbury School house,
near the Church and the Malthouse Inn.
If anyone can add to this please let the editor
know.

Mike Koscian

Pitts Cottage

Village Weather

Average Overnight Minimum Overnight Average Day Time Maximum Day Rainfall
Temperature Temperature Temperature Time Temperature mm
February 1.3 -5 7.2 12 57
March 2.5 -2 11.9 17 38











































