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See page 14

VILLAGE INFORMATION

Police
Phone 101 

08450 45 45 45 (Ask for the Force Enquiry Centre)
For urgent calls ONLY use 999 

Churches: 
St Mary�s Michelmersh
St Andrew�s Timsbury

Rector: The Revd Canon Bruce Kington 368335

Parish Council
Clerk: Peter Buist 368061

Chairman: Bob Davis  368118
WEBSITE:  www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

Test Valley Borough Council
Romsey 527700 : Andover 01264 368000

Web site: www.testvalley.gov.uk
TVBC Councillor Tony Ward 01794 389649

Email: cllrtward@testvalley.gov.uk

HCC County Councillor
Andrew Gibson 01264 861138
MP Sandra Gidley MP: 511900

Jubilee Hall 368976 : Warden/Bookings 368492 : 
Tree Warden Mr B Raines 368435

Items for the Newsletter for January � February 2010 before Monday 7th December please.
Contributions to the Editor at: The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane, Timsbury, SO51 0NW 

or preferably email:- mike.koscian@btinternet.com
The Newsletter is produced for the Parish Council and distributed by volunteers every two months

For information contact the Editor, Mike Koscian Tel: 01794 368577

St Mary�s Michelmersh Flowers
Mrs Sue Holden has now moved to Romsey and is no longer 

able to manage the St Mary�s Flower Rota. Someone is needed to 
take this over. Anyone interested in managing the rota or in 

helping with St Mary�s flowers should contact
Mrs Sue Holden on 01794 523666
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Romsey 
District Cars 

Will get you were you want to be!!

Unique Text Service
Comfortable 4 and 6 Seat Vehicles

Airports
Heathrow From Ä59.00
Gatwick From Ä70.00

Book now on the following Numbers

01794 342322
07891 169549

E-mail: info@romseydistrictcars.co.uk

Painter and Decorator
S.J.OXENHAM
4 Chartwell Close

Allbrook, Eastleigh SO50 4PZ
Tel:02380 611673

One Man Business

Established (1967)

Interior/Exterior

No Job Too Small

Estimates without obligation

Reliable Local Tradesman

Oil Boiler Specialists

�� Installation, Servicing and Repairs.
�� OFTEC Registered.
�� Oil Tank Replacement.

All Plumbing And Heating, From A Tap Washer, 
To Full Central Heating.

�� Power-Flushing
�� Solar Heating
�� Underfloor Heating
�� Full Bathroom Installation
�� Over 25 Years Experience

Personal Training and Sports 
Massage on your doorstep with 
Will Power Personal Training.

Home training or Gym training

General fitness, weight loss, 
Core work and gate analysis

Free consultation followed by very 
competitive rates for individual 

or block bookings

For more information please call 
Will Murphy 

(ba hons, REPS level 3) 

on 07525253299
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EDITORIAL

Here we are with the Christmas issue of the Newsletter, doesn�t time fly when you�re enjoying yourself. I 
think I must have somehow missed the BBQ Summer we were promised! Everyone seemed to have a 
great time at the Village Quiz on the 2nd October. Together we raised �230 for the Jubilee Hall funds �
Well done! If you didn�t go to the Pumpkin Show or even if you did, see it on YouTube.
Don�t forget that on the 17th November Viewfinders are holding their annual Fund Raising event towards 
the Jubilee Hall Funds. It is titled - Before Cinema �A Thrill in the Dark� through the Magic Lantern -
presented by Stan Roberts. Saint Andrew�s Church is celebrating its Patron Saint with a Fish Supper and 
talk on the 28th November � Please try and go along.
I have been informed that the Mobile Police Office has not always been at its regular second Tuesday 
slot in the Jubilee Hall car park. This has been due to other official commitments for PC John Viney.  It is 
hoped to return to its regular slot from December.
Don�t forget the MSB Christmas Concert is in the Jubilee Hall on the 18th December.
Finally, I know it�s early but a Happy Christmas to you all.

Mike Koscian

BYGONE DAYS

Mr & Mrs Lionel Evans.

In the middle of the 1990s when I was in the 
process of writing the current booklet about 
Michelmersh church, my then sister in law came 
down from her home in Scotland and read the 
draft.
She went home and a while later phoned in a 
state of excitement to say that her friend Mrs 
Jan Simpson, who lived near Stirling, had told 
her that her great grandfather, the Revd Canon 
Gore Browne, had been rector of Michelmersh 
from 1884 � 1913. Also, that I would be sent a 
whole load of information about the Gore 
Brownes. What a coincidence and from such a 
distance too.
The Gore Brownes only had one daughter, 
Margaret who, in 1910, married Mr Lionel 

Evans. Amongst the papers that came from Jan 
Simpson was this photo which she described as 
�My grandparents showing off.� Whilst the date 
is unknown it was probably taken shortly after 
their marriage when motorcycles would have 
been relatively new and certainly a novelty in 
rural Michelmersh. Just as well that the young 
Margaret Evans�s skirt didn�t get caught up in 
the spokes for then she wouldn�t have lived, as 
she did, until 1978.
Margaret so regretted being an only child that 

she went on to have 7 children of her own, one 
of whom was the parent to Mrs Jan Simpson.

John Chambers

Village Weather

Average Overnight 
Temperature

Minimum Overnight 
Temperature

Average Day Time 
Temperature

Maximum Day 
Time Temperature

Rainfall
mm

August 14 9 22.4 26 32
September 10.7 5 19.2 24 33
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THE FRIENDS OF MICHELMERSH CHURCH

Another well attended Harvest Festival Supper was 
held at The Barns on the 26th September. Diners 
were well fed by Catherine Pritchard and her many 
assistant chef�s and helpers. Thanks are also due to 
all those that prepared the Barns in advance and 
returned it to it�s former state much later. A 
successful raffle was organised by Jane Finnemore 
assisted by John Hunt as caller.

The next event is on Thursday 12th November at 
7.30p.m. This is a General Meeting, followed by
�Training Dogs for the Disabled� a talk by Alison 

Bailey of Canine Partners for Independence. As 
Alison will be bringing a puppy with her this will be a 
chance for you to have a cuddle with it.

If you have never attended a Friends meeting 
before, then this would be a good evening to come 
along and meet old and new friends! 

Finally at 8.00 pm on Christmas Eve we have our 
annual Carol Service in the Barns.

David Simmonds Chairman 

Michelmersh & Timsbury Parish Council

Could you be our Parish Clerk?

Our Parish Clerk, Peter Buist, is retiring in the near future and we are seeking a 
new Clerk to take over from the beginning of January.

Duties include attending Parish Council meetings, preparing agendas, minutes and 
accounts, dealing with correspondence and advising councillors on procedural 
matters.  

We need someone with good administrative and IT skills and access to a PC, printer and the internet. 
Some knowledge of the legal and financial procedures relating to Parish Councils would be useful, but 
training is available. A friendly manner, sense of humour and a strong interest in the local community 
are essential.

The job is part time (about 8 hours per week, on average) and home-based.

Salary is negotiable. 

There are more details, including a full job description, on the Village Website at 
michelmershandtimsbury.org

To discuss the job informally please call the Chairman, Bob Davis, on 01794 368118.  

Formal applications should be made by email to Peter Buist at peterbuist@aol.com by Friday 13th

November

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY CARE GROUP

If you need a lift to your appointment with the doctor, dentist or hospital we are here to help

Jane Finnimore    368349        Johanna Koscian         368577       Mary Lees 368718
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A big thank you to all those people who so generously contributed to the �Action For Children� door to door collection. A grand 
total of �599.02 was collected. If any of you were missed and wish to contribute please contact Gordon Clewer on 368092.

MICHELMERSH AND TIMSBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

14th September 
Chairman Jane Chambers put on record her thanks to 
Wendy Thorpe and her team for the success of the 
Annual Show. She then introduced Carol Watson who 
showed us �South Africa in the Spring and the 
Flowers of the Western Cape and Namaqualand.� As 
a member of Winchester Photographic Society her 
images were a tribute to her skills with the camera.
It is the only country in the world with an entire plant 
kingdom inside its borders: the Cape Floristic Kingdom. 
It contains some 8,600 species, 68% of them endemic. 
The Cape Peninsula alone boasts more plant species 
than the whole of Great Britain.
The Cape in the spring is a breathtaking sight, but even 
more astonishing is Namaqualand . Dry, rocky and 
desert-like for the rest of the year, it yields its floral 
wealth for a short few weeks in the spring in dazzling 
sheets of colour. 
Carol�s visit started at Cape Town exploring the 
mountain and peninsular and with her husband then 
drove north-west to Stellenbosch. Amongst other areas 
they visited were Darling Village where the town's wild 
flower splendour is undoubtedly its biggest attraction. A 
wide range of bulbous plants and other annuals make 
up its floral wealth. For the largest part of the year, the 
veldt is dominated by a few perennial shrubs. In the 
spring, more than 1000 species of flowering plants 
emerge. This astonishing variety makes the region 
unique. Carol�s descriptions of their travels were much 
enjoyed by the thirty plus members present. 
The Flower Arrangement competition following the 
talk: �A jug of Flowers� was won by Wendy Thorpe. Sue 
Pritchett-Brown came second with Ann Dowland third 
whilst Jill Tyler�s entry was highly commended.

PPB
12th October 

From Gardener to Grandee - Joseph Caxton at 
Chatsworth
Rosina Brandham treated us to an inside look at the life 
of Joseph Paxton part one. He was born in 1803 the 
last of eight children to a farm labourer. By the age of 
23 he was Head Gardener to the 6th Duke of 
Devonshire. He had previously worked in the 
Horticultural Society Gardens in London. As the new 
Head Gardener the first thing Paxton did was to change 
the building that had been used for exotic plants making 
it more into a greenhouse as opposed to an orangery by 
using more glass to let in more light. There were 22 
different greenhouses in the kitchen garden and Paxton 
grew the first fruiting banana plant in England.

In 1844, to impress an expected visitor of the Duke, 
Joseph Paxton designed and constructed in 13 weeks 
the highest ever gravity fed jetting fountain. A huge 
reservoir at the back of the house had to be constructed 
and miles of pipe work laid to make this possible. This 
can still be viewed today as the fountain jets water 
nearly 300ft into the air every day at 4.00pm and is 
known as the Emperor Fountain, for the Tsar 
unfortunately who had to cancel his visit.
The Duke had an avenue of Monkey Puzzle trees and 
experimented with many plants from abroad including 
Aspidistra, Fuchsia, Salvia and Verbena. However the 
Duke was fanatical about orchids and he funded a plant 
hunting expedition to India and the Far East led by John 
Gibson. A new hot house was required to show off 
these amazing flowers and Paxton although he had no 
architectural training designed a Stove (hot house) that 
was larger and more innovative than any previously 
known. It was to cost �36,000! Five acres of land had 
to be cleared as the Stove was to cover more than an 
acre. A new road at the back of the house had to be 
made so that the front windows would not see the 
comings and goings of the workmen. In 1847 the 
Queen visited Chatsworth to view its gardens and the 
new Great Stove, which the Victorians likened to a 
glass jewel box. It was illuminated by 12,000 oil lamps 
and the Queens carriage drove through its double doors 
to view the plants inside which were kept warm by 8 
subterranean boilers. Unfortunately this magnificent 
building had to be demolished in 1920 as money 
became tighter and fewer men could be found to work 
in the gardens. It was a cruel twist of fate that a relative 
of Joseph Paxton�s was the one to blow it up with 
200lbs of explosive.
Paxton had become The Dukes right hand man and 
worked at Chatsworth for over 23 years. He was a man 
of true vision and we are now looking forward to part 
two of this man's life which includes the building of The 
Crystal Palace !

- Wendy Thorpe

Our next talk will be on 9th November �English 
Wine� by Roger Marchbank, Deputy Chairman of the 
UK vineyards Association and then the Christmas 
Party for the traditional festivities on Monday December 
14th and tickets have been on sale for a few weeks.
January 2010 we shall have a talk �The World of 
Pulmanaria and Gallanthus� by Garden Historian 
Jennifer Harmer.

Please note the phone number for the Bear and Ragged Staff in the Village Directory is incorrect.
It should read 368602
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Dear Friends,

When I was in my teens, the great fear that hovered over most people was the fear of a nuclear war. This came 
to climax in the confrontation between the United States and Russia over the issue of missiles for Cuba. As 
warships of the Soviet Union and America met, it was as though the whole world was holding its breath; when the 
Russians turned round and headed for home, a great sigh of relief seemed to echo around the world. 

Today, the cause of fear may have changed and the circumstances are perhaps more unpredictable, but a sense 
of fear remains for many. Particularly in this time of financial stringency, fear of the future and of redundancy is 
especially strong. But there are other fears also. In my own work, I am regularly approached by people who are 
deeply interested in the Christian Faith but for whom fear � of what others might think; of losing friends; of being 
considered to be either crazy or a fanatic � prevents that last step of trust in Jesus which he calls from us. 

So what can we do about this sort of fear? As one might expect, the Bible has plenty to say in encouraging us to 
trust rather than to fear. Some people are fearful of even thinking about God and his relationship with us; that the 
possibility of following Jesus is too hard, too difficult.  What does the Bible say? �Taste and see that the Lord is 
good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in him.� (Psalm 34.8) That is how easy it is to make a decision to be 
one of Christ�s people. Interestingly, the Psalmist goes on from these words of encouragement to turn fear from 
something corrosive to something positive: �Fear the Lord, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing. 
The lions may grow weak and hungry, but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.�

Other people are fearful of the consequences of becoming a committed Christian. What will people say? Will I 
lose my friends? Will it affect my work colleagues? God, speaking through his servant Isaiah, has a wonderful 
promise of encouragement to such people: �Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; 
you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you. When you walk through the fire, you will not 
be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I am the Lord, your God�you are precious and honoured in my 
sight.� (Isaiah 43.1-4) Notice that God does not promise take our troubles away, but to be with us through them, 
hence �Fear not�

Those last two quotations have come from the Old Testament, but the New Testament also has a lot to say about 
fear. Perhaps most striking are St. John�s words in his first letter: �God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, 
and God in him. In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of 
judgement, because in this world we are like him. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear�We 
love because he first loved us.� (1 John 4.6-19) The future for all of us is unclear and may well be full of pitfalls 
which give rise to fear and anxiety. But to know the �love of God in the face of Jesus Christ� is to discover a 
freedom from fear and a peace �that passes all understanding.�

May God bless you in these days of uncertainty!

Yours sincerely, Bruce Kington, Rector.

ST. MARY'S, MICHELMERSH       ~       ST. ANDREW'S, TIMSBURY
in the United Benefice of Braishfield

Rector: The Revd. Canon Bruce Kington, 
The Rectory, Braishfield

Telephone: 01794 368335
Day off: Tuesday






















