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January - February 2010
VILLAGE INFORMATION

Police
Phone 101 

08450 45 45 45 (Ask for the Force Enquiry Centre)
For urgent calls ONLY use 999 

Churches: 
St Mary�s Michelmersh
St Andrew�s Timsbury

Rector: The Revd Canon Bruce Kington 368335

Parish Council
Clerk: Katie Hardy  TBA

parishclerk@michelmershandtimsbury.org
Chairman: Bob Davis  368118

WEBSITE:  www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Test Valley Borough Council

Romsey 527700 : Andover 01264 368000
Web site: www.testvalley.gov.uk

TVBC Councillor Tony Ward 01794 389649
Email: cllrtward@testvalley.gov.uk

HCC County Councillor
Andrew Gibson 01264 861138
MP Sandra Gidley MP: 511900

Jubilee Hall 368976 : Warden/Bookings 368492 : 
Tree Warden Mr B Raines 368435

Items for the Newsletter for March - April 2010 before Monday 8th February please.
Contributions to the Editor at: The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane, Timsbury, SO51 0NW 

or preferably email:- mike.koscian@btinternet.com
The Newsletter is produced for the Parish Council and distributed by volunteers every two months

For information contact the Editor, Mike Koscian Tel: 01794 368577

St Mary�s Michelmersh Flowers
Mrs Marjorie Duguid has taken over the St Mary�s Flower Rota. 

Anyone interested in helping with St Mary�s flowers should 
contact Marjorie on

01794 368235
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Romsey 
District Cars 

Will get you were you want to be!!

Unique Text Service
Comfortable 4 and 6 Seat Vehicles

Airports
Heathrow From �59.00
Gatwick From �70.00

Book now on the following Numbers

01794 342322
07891 169549

E-mail: info@romseydistrictcars.co.uk

Painter and Decorator
S.J.OXENHAM
4 Chartwell Close

Allbrook, Eastleigh SO50 4PZ
Tel:02380 611673

One Man Business

Established (1967)

Interior/Exterior

No Job Too Small

Estimates without obligation

Reliable Local Tradesman

Oil Boiler Specialists

�� Installation, Servicing and Repairs.
�� OFTEC Registered.
�� Oil Tank Replacement.

All Plumbing And Heating, From A Tap Washer, 
To Full Central Heating.

�� Power-Flushing
�� Solar Heating
�� Underfloor Heating
�� Full Bathroom Installation
�� Over 25 Years Experience

J.C. Harfield 
Carpentry & Building
Free Quotations

Competitive Rates

No Job Too 
Small

- All Carpentry & Joinery Undertaken

- Roofing & Loft Conversions

- Extensions & Garages

- Kitchens & Internal Fittings

- Garden Decking & Summerhouses

Call Jon to chat about your requirements 

01962 940073
07811 107358

jcharfield@gmail.com
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EDITORIAL

By the time you read this Christmas will be behind us 
and it will be time to wish you all a healthy New Year. 
What will 2010 bring � Peace and Happiness to the 
world, I hope.
Below is a brief r�sum� of the presentation held in 
November on the proposal for Timsbury Lakes. It can 
also be found on the Village Website at:
http://www.michelmershandtimsbury.org/timsbury%2
0lake%20newsletter.pdf
I think everyone would like to thank Mrs Sue Holden 
who has been running the Flower Rota at St Mary�s 
Church for the last 34 years. That�s some 
achievement! Sue has also assisted with many other 
Church activities. Also thanks to Mrs Marjorie Duguid 
who has agreed to take over from Sue. Speak to 
Marjorie if you are interested in helping. (See the 
front cover)
We need volunteers to help run the Jubilee Hall, 
please consider this (See page 8). 
The attendance of the Mobile Police Unit in the 
Jubilee Hall Car Park has not been consistent 
recently. This has been due to higher priorities. I have 
been told the service provided by this unit is currently 
under review and I will pass on any future information 
I get.
I would like to welcome our new Parish Clerk Katie 
Hardy and anyone else who has recently moved to 
the village.

Finally I must say how much I enjoyed the Hort Soc 
Christmas Party. Thank you to all those who worked 
so hard to make it such a success. More on this later.

Sue is presented with a painting of St Mary�s Church
Mike Koscian

TIMSBURY LAKES

Warsash Maritime Academy (WMA) � part of 
Southampton Solent University � presented a 
residents� information evening recently to discuss 
plans to develop a manned model shipping lake at 
Timsbury.
During the event, WMA representatives described 
Warsash�s existing facility in Marchwood, which is 
world-renowned for training pilots in ship handling 
skills vital for global ship safety.
WMA Head of Maritime Training Bob Joughin 
explained how WMA�s seven-strong fleet of battery 
powered scaled model ships are taken through berths 
and docks to simulate maritime manoeuvres. The 
models - developed to real-vessel specification by a 
team of technicians� are clean, quiet and slow-
moving.
He went on to say that Timsbury Lake was an ideal 
location for the manned-model training facility, which 
is moving its Marchwood training base due to lease 
expiry and growing unsuitability of its industrial 
surroundings.
�After much searching we identified Timsbury Lake. 
The site was purchased and a design team was 
commissioned to work with the university. The team 
has been working on this for the last year, with one of 

the key issues and concerns being the protection of 
the natural ecosystems.� 
Project Director David Corless explained that a canal 
would be constructed and some parts of the earth 
bunds dividing the original lake into sections would be 
cut through, restoring the area into a single stretch of 
navigable water as it was more than 30 years ago..
He said planners were working with ecology experts 
to ensure buildings � a small boat house, workshop 
and teaching room � would fit in with the lake�s 
surroundings and natural habitat. 
Chartered Ecologist Simon Colenutt talked through 
the monitoring that had been carried out on various 
species at Timsbury Lake � including otters, water 
voles and bats. He said part of the planning process 
involved ensuring that wildlife continued to thrive. 
Residents also learned that, with the facility up and 
running, the specialised training would take place 
from March until November and involve a group of up 
to eight students during any one day.
For more information contact Southampton Solent 
University Communications Office on 023 8031 9079.

Warsash Maritime Academy

VILLAGE WEATHER

Average Overnight 
Temperature

Minimum Overnight 
Temperature

Average Day Time 
Temperature

Maximum Day Time 
Temperature

Rainfall
mm

October 9.0 -1 14.6 18 67
November 6.3 2 9.9 16 243

You may be interested to know in November 2008 we had 65mm of rain which was about average, look at this years 
figure!
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THE FRIENDS OF MICHELMERSH CHURCH

At their November meeting The Friends received a 
couple of visitors combining to give a fascinating talk 
on �Training Dogs for the Disabled�.  Alison Bailey 
brought with her �Mark� a Labrador she is currently 
training to become a Canine Partner.  These dogs 
assist people with disabilities and give them a better 
quality and enjoyment of life together with 
independence.
Alison described the training and skills that she 
hoped Mark would be able to practice. Eventually he 
would be able to load and unload a washing 
machine, pick up items from supermarket shelves 
and bring the telephone to his owner.
Although not fully trained Mark obviously liked being 
the centre of attention and waited a little impatiently 
to be able to show off the skills he had so far learnt.

It was most both delightful and intriguing to see him 
retrieving items that were dropped on the floor, a 
purse, a mobile telephone - although he didn�t really 
like the metallic taste of a key ring!  
These skills provide independence and help 
alleviate the reliance on carers and family members 
for the disabled owner. They are reassured that their 
relative is never left alone and thus the Partner 
brings peace of mind. 
Future meetings of The Friends are: a planning 
meeting for the coming year on the 11th of February 
and on March 4th Richard Vie will talk about �The 
Designing of a Cruise Liner�. All to be held at 7.30 
pm in the Michelmersh Barns.

Peter Pritchett-Brown

�TURN AGAIN WHITTINGTON SAY THE GREAT BELLS OF BOW�

Four members of the Parochial Church Council of St 
Mary�s Michelmersh paid a visit at the end of 
November to the only remaining bell foundry in 
England. They were Church Wardens Tom Robley & 
John Hunt; Bob Tyler, Treasurer & Peter Pritchett-
Brown, Secretary.  
Whitechapel Bell Foundry is listed in the Guinness 
Book of Records as Britain�s oldest manufacturing 
company having been established in 1570. In the 
last 500 years some of the most important and 
famous bells in the world: �Big Ben�, �The Liberty 
Bell� and �Bow Bells� have come from this foundry.  
We were guests of Mr Alan Hughes who is the third 
generation to own the foundry.
The Grade II listed building we visited may not be 
altered in any way and reflects the wonderful history 
of the company. Indeed there are links with bells 
being made back to 1420 (Henry V) before 

Christopher 
Columbus sailed for 

America!  
Whitechapel 

Foundry�s history 
spans the reigns of 
27 monarchs and 
recently our Queen 
paid a visit at her 

own request. 
The main purpose of our visit was to research a 
project enabling the bells of St Mary�s to ring out 
once more over the Test Valley.  There are three 
bells in situ dating from 1769.  Because of the 
construction and age of the tower we understand 
that it would be unwise to �peal the bells,� that is to 
say to have the bells swinging through their full arc.
The probability is that if funds can be raised they will 
be rung from a new static position and struck by 
electronically operated hammers. These in turn are 
controlled by a rather smart system allowing any 
pattern of ringing whether it be for normal services 
or for special occasions. You will be able to set your 
own clocks by the hourly chimes set to the �Rugby 
Clock� time.
Mr Hughes assured us of the fail-safe nature of this 
system. They have been installed elsewhere and 
guarantee it even for power failures up to two days 
duration.
The bells would have to be removed to the 
Whitechapel Foundry for remaking the hanging 
brackets and mounting arrangements and then 
returned to St Mary�s by the foundry.  We are most 
grateful to Mr Hughes for his time and detailed 
discussion about our proposals.

Peter Pritchett-Brown

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY CARE GROUP

If you need a lift to your appointment with the doctor, dentist or hospital we are here to help

Jane Finnimore    368349        Johanna Koscian         368577               Mary Lees 368718


























