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March ~ April 2009

VILLAGE INFORMATION

Police
Phone 101 

08450 45 45 45 (Ask for the Force Enquiry Centre)
For urgent calls ONLY use 999 

Churches: 
St Mary’s Michelmersh
St Andrew’s Timsbury

Rector: The Revd Canon Bruce Kington 368335

Parish Council
Clerk: Peter Buist 368061

Chairman: Rory Fitzgerald  368662
WEBSITE:  www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

Test Valley Borough Council
Romsey 527700 : Andover 01264 368000

Web site: www.testvalley.gov.uk
TVBC Councillor Tony Ward 01794 389649

Email: cllrtward@testvalley.gov.uk

HCC County Councillor
Michael Woodhall: 01264 810500 : 

MP Sandra Gidley MP: 511900

Jubilee Hall 368976 : Warden/Bookings 368492 : 
Tree Warden Mr B Raines 368435

Sports Pavilion 368955

Items for the Newsletter for May - June 2009 before Monday 13th April please.
Contributions to the Editor at: The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane Timsbury, SO51 0NW 

or preferably email:- mike.koscian@btinternet.com
The Newsletter is produced for the Parish Council and distributed by volunteers every two months

For information contact the Editor, Mike Koscian Tel: 01794 368577
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Painter and Decorator
S.J.OXENHAM
4 Chartwell Close

Allbrook, Eastleigh SO50 4PZ
Tel:02380 611673

One Man Business

Established (1967)

Interior/Exterior

No Job Too Small

Estimates without obligation

Reliable Local Tradesman

Oil Boiler Specialists

 Installation, Servicing and Repairs.
 OFTEC Registered.
 Oil Tank Replacement.

All Plumbing And Heating, From A Tap Washer, 
To Full Central Heating.

 Power-Flushing
 Solar Heating
 Underfloor Heating
 Full Bathroom Installation
 Over 25 Years Experience

SATURDAY 18 JULY 2009

VILLAGE SHOW AND FUN 
DAY

KEEP THE DATE FREE
In 2007 a lot of funds were raised at this event if you would 

like your organisation to join in please contact me on 368118 
or email kathdavis@btinternet.com
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EDITORIAL

Firstly let me apologise for the poor picture quality and distortion to one or two of the adverts in the 
previous issue. This was due to an error by the printers. I hope this issue fares better.
Moving on please make a note to attend the Village Show and Fun Day on Saturday 18th July. It will be 
held on the Sports Field by the Jubilee Hall. It is your village and it is up to you to make it a success, the 
organisers can only do so much! We are looking for local organisations to take part – See advert page 2.
Do you know one of our villagers keeps a record of the daily weather? I will print a summary from his 
records each month. Remember this is completely unofficial and no guarantee can be given as to its 
accuracy (or his eyesight when he took the reading).

Average Overnight 
Temperature

Minimum Overnight 
Temperature

Average Day Time 
Temperature

Maximum Day 
Time Temperature

Rainfall
mm

December 1.1 -4 5.1 10 44
January 0.5 -9 4.6 10 81

Picture courtesy of John Chambers

Do you recognise where the above picture was taken? It is the top of New Road. The building is still 
recognisable although the shop no longer exists and motor vehicles have progressed little. Do you 
recognise the car (Registration CC 845)? Did it belong to you? If you can shed any light on this or when 
the picture was taken please let me know. I also need similar pictures.

Mike Koscian

SAMARITAN’S PURSE – OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 2008

Thank you for all those wonderful shoeboxes, another 1.2 million boxes were collected and sent out from 
the UK through Operation Christmas Child.
From our local warehouse, this time in Chandlers  Ford, 67,000 boxes were dispatched before Christmas 
to Belarus, Bosnia, Kyrgyzstan, Liberia, Romania, Swaziland and the Ukraine.  Angie Nelson, from the 
Oasis Christian Centre in Romsey, has just returned from a trip to Serbia where again the shoeboxes 
brought  joy to poverty stricken Roma families, and many affected by special needs,  in institutions in 
Novi Sad.  
Jasmina of the Bread of Life church in Belgrade says “I wish you could see the children’s faces. These 
shoeboxes give a message of love and acceptance. The children are so overwhelmed with what they 
find inside and it’s so useful for them. This brings a powerful message.”
Thank you again for all your support and keep on knitting all those valuable hats, gloves and scarves, 
knitting patterns can be found on the website www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk/pages/knitting-
operation-christmas-child
For further information please contact Mary Savage on 01794 367908 or e-mail to: 
savage@choiceplants.freeserve.co.uk,or if you are interested in helping as a volunteer in the future 
please contact Margaret Griffin e-mail: margaret.griffin55@hotmail.co.uk.  Thank you for your support.
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THE FRIENDS OF MICHELMERSH CHURCH

Forthcoming Events
March 12. ‘The Land of Oz’ A photographic tour by Dave Simmonds
In Michelmersh  Barns at 7.30 pm .�3.per person, payable at the door.
March 21. Church & Churchyard Spring Clean. Saturday morning
9.30 am – 12.30 pm.  (Details from Tom Robley, 368446.)

To all those people who came to the carols in the barns on Christmas Eve ( organised by The Friends) 
we hope you enjoyed yourselves and thank you for supporting the Band. Thank you too for those who 
made and served the punch. It was good!

FRIENDS INTERNATIONAL –Timsbury Backsmith Deported to Tasmania

One breakfast time in the spring of 2008 I received a 
phone call from Australia from a Graham Tongs, 
whom I didn’t know, who wished to become a Friend 
of Michelmersh Church. One of his ancestors had 
been a blacksmith in Michelmersh (or Timsbury) and 
he was tracing his family’s roots. This was an 
intriguing call and I liked the opportunity it presented 
of extending overseas the membership of ‘The 
Friends’. However nothing more was heard from him 
until January 2009 when he sent �30 in cash from 
Australia apologising for the delay ‘because we 
mislaid our � notes’.

With his letter came the following history about his 
great, great grandfather John Tongs, a village
blacksmith.

22 November 1830.
Farmers in the parish of Mitchelmersh attended a 
vestry meeting this morning; it had been called in 
order to discuss  labourers’ wages. Hearing of the 
meeting around 100 labourers gathered around the 
vestry and the farmers inside heard the cry of ‘now 
for Hall Farm’ rise up from the men.

James Futcher hearing the name of his farm, rushed 
outside in time to see a number of the labourers 
running towards his property. He caught up with 
them and was told that they were going to break his 
machine. On seeing Mr Futcher one of the mob, 
Arthur Fielder, said ‘D-mn your eyes, pay me the 
half crown you owe me’. He went on to tell him that 
if he did not give him the money he owed ‘he should 
not sleep again’.

Fielder, and another of the men, John Tongs, were 
armed with hammers, John Collins, George Palmer 
and Harry Rogers carried sticks. They went to the 
barn and destroyed the machine. Tongs, Rogers, 
and Fielder were seen to be taking an active part in 
the destruction while Palmer and Collins stood by 
and called out. The same mob went on to destroy a 
threshing machine belonging to Mr Gale.

28th December 1830.
Arthur Fielder, John Tongs, John Collins, George 
Palmer and Henry Rogers were put to the bar 
charged with having feloniously destroyed a 
threshing machine at Michelmersh, the property of 
James Futcher.

The prisoners made no defence and several 
witnesses spoke of their excellent characters. The 
Jury returned a verdict of guilty against Fielder, 
Tongs, Palmer and Collins, but begged to 
recommend them to mercy. Several of them knew 
the prisoner Tongs, who has a wife and 5 children 
and up until this time he has always borne an 
excellent character. Mr Futcher, the prosecutor, also 
begged to recommend them to mercy.

In his defence Tongs said ‘I went with the mob, at 
their desire, I had no intention of injuring any 
person’. The other prisoners all stated that they had 
been induced to go with the mob and that they now 
repented it. At the time they had thought it better to 
go with the men from their own parish than to be 
forced to join the Timsbury mob which they had 
heard was on the way. The jury found all the men 
‘guilty’ but begged to recommend them to mercy on 
account of their previous good character and the 
excitement of the times.

30 December 1830.
John Tongs and Arthur Fielder, were sentenced ‘to 
be transported for a term of 7 years. On 10 January 
1831 Tongs was put on board the prison I hulk 
‘York’ at Portsmouth along with Arthur Fielder and 
deported to Tasmania, without his family.

The following details are given about John Tongs:-
Born 1795. Married in Timsbury 27 June 1818.  
Deported 1831. Pardoned Feb: 1836. Returned to 
England circa 1842, Returned to Tasmania 1843 as 
a free migrant with wife & family. Died June 1869 
(age 74) in Tasmania, having been for upwards of 
40 years a constant and useful office bearer of the 
Methodist Church.

John Chambers
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THE GREEN MAN

The Green Man is the symbol of your parish 
conservation initiative and tree warden scheme.  
Where he stands, he marks tree planting schemes 
and other environmental work undertaken within the 
old Saxon parish boundary of Michelmersh, which 
extends to include Braishfield, Timsbury and 
Awbridge.
Work undertaken by the Green Man includes the 
planting of many thousands of trees, the 
management of tracts of ancient woodland, the care 
of miles of hedgerows, the digging and care of ponds, 
the erection of barn owl boxes as well as more 
mundane tasks such as litter clearance and care of 
roadside verges.
The jewel in the Green Man’s crown, has been the 
creation of a Millennium woodland and nature 
reserve, on fields next to Awbridge Village Hall.  
Although the woodland is barely ten years old, young 
trees are thriving, providing habitat for birds such as 
woodcock, barn owl and kestrel as well as rare 
migratory visitors including redstart and greenish 
warbler.
Particular success has been made in the area of 
butterfly conservation with white admiral and silver 
washed fritillary to be seen on the wing through July.  

The Millennium woodland is planted up with a variety 
of species of native trees including hazel, beech, ash, 
oak, rowan, goat willow, spindle, blackthorn, crab 
apple, black poplar, wild service, birch and alder.
The main focus of the Green Man’s activities has 
been the restoration of derelict hazel coppice, which if 
left uncut, rots and falls apart after 70 years or so.
In this context, many stands of hazel are ancient and 
if cut every seven years or so, can grow indefinitely, 
being blessed with eternal life by the humble actions 
of the woodsman.  A woodland that is regularly 
coppiced is a magical place in Spring, awash with 
bluebell, violet, primroses, anemones, celandine and 
early purple orchid, it is also the habitat of the 
dormouse and the nightingale.
Whilst not every one will approve of the blatantly 
pagan idol of the Green Man springing up from parish 
hedgerows, according to the Wildlife Trust, those 
villages that have conservation initiatives planting 
trees and looking after their countryside, can benefit 
from up to a 5% increase in property values! 
If you want to know more about the Green Man 
please contact:

Bryan Raines on 01794 368435.

THE JUBILEE LUNCH CLUB

In the week before Christmas, in accord with the 
club’s tradition for celebrating the festive season, 
members were treated to their Yuletide lunch without 
payment.  The table of delicious fare included Roast 
Beef, cooked by Sue Holden, accompanied by all the 
trimmings, roast potatoes, roast parsnips, Yorkshire 
puddings, sprouts and carrots etc.  To follow there 
were mince pies and Christmas Pudding. There were 
crackers, chocolates, a glass of wine & soft drink for 
any member who wanted and gifts too, all 
accompanied by soft festive music.
Peter & Sue would like to thank all who helped and 
contributed to the lunch that everyone present voted 
a most enjoyable occasion. 

The club meets in the Jubilee Hall on the third 
Thursday of each month and a lunch costs just �3. 
The next dates are March 19th – for this meeting the 
contact will be Gordon Clewer Tel: 01794 368092. 
Then on April 16th at the usual time of one o’clock 
(who knows - there might be Easter Eggs at this 
meeting!).
Do get in touch with Peter or Sue Pritchett-Brown 
who do their best, with plenty of help, to organise the 
menus, finances and members! You’ll be most 
welcome but they need a little notice for organising 
the preparation of the meals. 
For more information email: peterpb@btinternet.com, 
or telephone either of us on 368890

would be enormously appreciated

If you could spare a few moments occasionally,
your help with decorating the church

St Mary’s Michelmersh

Assistance is needed & very welcome - please ring Mrs Sue Holden 368596
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Dear Friends,

The snow scenes on our televisions over the past week will have brought back many memories for some of us –
perhaps the winter of 1947, or that of 1963, when many people began to wonder if we would ever see sun and 
green leaves again! What has been so heartening about this batch of snow has been the sight of so many 
children, not just enjoying the snow, but doing so with their parents!

It is interesting to find that the Bible uses the picture of snow to point us back to God our Creator. God’s servant 
Job, in the depths of the misery of his suffering, cries out to God and asks him where he is. God points Job to the 
natural events around him and says to him, “Listen to this Job; stop and consider God’s wonders. Do you know 
how God controls the clouds? … Were you there when I laid the earth’s foundations? … Have you entered the 
storehouses of the snow or seen the storehouse of the hail?”

The whole idea of a Creator God seems to be under fire at present, with the 200th anniversary of the birth of 
Charles Darwin being used as the catalyst by many. This seems sad, especially as Darwin himself did not see the 
idea of a Creator God as being incompatible with his own developing theories of evolution. However, it should 
come as no surprise that there are many who would like to see the Christian Faith disappear. Jesus himself was, 
in the words of the prophet Isaiah, “despised and rejected of men” so why should it be any different from time to 
time for his followers?

Since the concept of the Creator God who makes all things out of nothing is fundamental to the Christian Faith, it 
is an obvious target for attack. But are the jibes justified? Not in the view of many of the world’s leading 
physicists. One such scientist, Freeman Dyson, writes, “As we look out into the universe and identify the many 
accidents of physics and astronomy that have worked together for our benefit, it almost seems as if the universe 
must in some sense known we were coming.” Another physicist, Paul Davies, says, “I cannot believe that our 
existence in this universe is a mere accident of history. Our involvement is too intimate”, whilst Albert Einstein 
commented, “The most incomprehensible thing about the universe is that it is comprehensible.”

One of the problems of our time is the apparent conflict that has been encouraged between science and faith. It is 
a false conflict, I suggest, for science and faith deal with different aspects of life. Science sets out to answer the 
‘How’ of life, but it cannot explain the ‘Why’ – it is for the Christian to explain why people are capable of loving and 
giving and sacrificing. 

As we set out on the road that will lead to the great events of the Christian Faith – the crucifixion of Jesus; his 
resurrection and his ascension, there remain great discoveries to be made, discoveries that remind us of those 
wonderful words of St. John’s Gospel, chapter 3 and verse 16: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son so that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life” – this is the Creator God who 
became flesh for us!

Enjoy the snow!

Yours sincerely, Bruce Kington, Rector.

ST. MARY'S, MICHELMERSH       ~       ST. ANDREW'S, TIMSBURY
in the United Benefice of Braishfield

Rector: The Revd. Canon Bruce Kington, 
The Rectory, Braishfield

Telephone: 01794 368335
Day off: Tuesday
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CHURCH SERVICES
March/April 2009

St Mary’s, Michelmersh and St Andrew’s, Timsbury
Also All Saints Braishfield, St John’s Farley Chamberlayne and All Saints Awbridge

 Michelmersh Timsbury Braishfield
Farley 

Chamberlayne Awbridge

9.30 am
Morning 
Worship

11.00 am
Morning 
Prayer

8.00 am Holy 
Communion

9.30 am
Family Service

4.00 pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

March
Sunday 1st

Lent 1
First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 8th

Lent 2

6.00 pm
Holy

Communion

11.00 am
Jam Family 

Service

9:30 am
Morning 

8.00 am
Holy 

Communion

9.30 am
Morning 
Worship

Sunday 15th

Lent 3
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer

8.00 am
Holy 

Communion

6.00 pm
Evening 
Prayer

11.00 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

Sunday 22nd

Mothering 
Sunday

8.00 am
Holy 

Communion

6.00 pm
Evening 
Prayer

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion 

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am
Family
Service

Sunday 29th

Lent 5
9.30

UB Holy 
Communion

9.30 am
Morning 
Worship
+APCM

11.00 am
Morning 
Prayer

8.00 am Holy 
Communion

9.30 am 
Family Service

6.00 pm 
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

April
Sunday 5th

Palm Sunday
First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Thursday 9th

Maundy 
Thursday

7.30 pm
Holy 

Communion

Friday 10th   
Good Friday

7.30 pm
Choral Service

9.30 am
An hour at the 

Cross

Sunday 12th

Easter Sunday 9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

11.00 am
Jam Family 

Service

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion
6.00pm

Easter Praise  -
Excerpts from 

Messiah

11.00 am
Holy 

Communion

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

Sunday 19th

Easter 1 6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

8.00 am
Holy 

Communion

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer 

+ APCM

11.00 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion
Sunday 26th

Easter 2
8.00 am

Holy 
Communion

6.00 pm
Evening 
Prayer

+ APCM

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

11.00 am
Morning 
Prayer

9.30 am
Family 

Worship
+ APCM

 Michelmersh Timsbury Braishfield Farley 
Chamberlayne Awbridge



Details are 
understood to 

be correct when 
printed.



COMPLETE
UP TO DATE 
DETAILS OF 
ANY LAST 
MINUTE 

CHANGES TO 
SERVICES, CAN 

BE FOUND IN 
THE UNITED 
BENEFICE 
MAGAZINE

‘FIVE ALIVE’ 
AVAILABLE 
FROM ALL 

CHURCHES, 
PUBLISHED 
BI-MONTHLY 

& THE VILLAGE 
WEBSITE
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JUBILEE HALL NEWS

Forest Forge do it again!  Jack and the Beanstalk 
did not disappoint.  The Jubilee Hall was full to 
capacity on January 2nd for the Forest Forge 
production of Jack and the Beanstalk.  It had all the 
ingredients of a traditional panto – principal boy, 
pretty princess, wicked king – I know you don’t 
normally have these last 2 in J&B, but this is Forest 
Forge after all.  The many children in the audience 
did us proud with their participation, “he’s behind 
you” “oh, yes he is” “oh, no he isn’t” etc, even a bit of 
magic, to make Jack invisible! 
The talent and hard work of these professional 
actors is exceptional.  They arrived at 3pm, set up 
their stage, scenery and props – all of which travel 
from venue to venue in a large van. They don’t 
usually bring the kitchen sink – but did have a piano 
this time! They had a rehearsal, as this was the first 
performance after their Christmas break, did the real 
performance and then packed everything away 
again into the van, ready to leave, all to be repeated 
the next day.  
The event was also a financial success – selling all 
the tickets makes a lot of difference to the profit for 
the hall funds.  It takes 60+ adult ticket sales to pay 
for the performance, so together with a raffle and 
generous donations for refreshments, the hall came 
away over �300 better off.  Many thanks to all who 
contributed.
Also in January the Hall Committee held it’s AGM, 
although this is open to all villagers, we usually only 
get one extra attendant – thank you Peter for your 
continued support.  John Hunt stood down as Vice 
Chairman, although he continues on the committee 
as Horticultural Society representative.  The new 
Vice Chairman is Mike Koscian.  All other committee 
members remain as before – displayed on the 
Jubilee Hall notice board.

The Treasurer reported a healthy bank balance and 
the Chairman reported as follows: Unlike the last 
two years, 2008 has been a much quieter twelve 
months, having completed our building project, and 
yet it seems to have passed extraordinarily quickly.  
At the AGM last year, I said that it was important 
that the Committee concentrated on re-establishing 
a reasonable working fund bearing in mind that we 
had spent in the order of �23,000 over the previous 
three years.  My thanks must, as always, go to Mary 
Lees for keeping our accounts in excellent order and 
to Ann Vie for giving up her time to audit the final 
figures.

During the summer Mark Penn-Newman completed 
the decorating of the main hall and I think that we 
are all delighted with the end result.  Looking 

forward, we are aiming to replace the curtains and 
tracks, which, I am reliable informed have been in 
place for over 25 years and in the longer tern, we 
are considering giving the main entrance a well lit 
covered porch which would give it more definition 
and a more welcoming approach.

Our main income has been sourced form the hirers 
and has shown a slight increase, despite losing Able 
Trainers, who took a regular slot on Sunday 
evenings, and had been ably managed by Sarah 
Medley.  On the whole our social events were well 
supported but things did not look very promising for 
our Village BBQ at Corner Barns.  The weather 
could only be described as diabolical with heavy 
rains falling from the moment we lit the fires! It was 
too wet for the Silver Band to play and frankly, I 
thought the whole evening would be over within an 
hour or so with just a handful of people turning up –
and they would probably be Committee Members!! 
How wrong I was – everybody who had asked for 
tickets arrived, ate their way through sausages, pork 
chops and numerous salads followed by lashings of 
ice-cream and Jill’s famous toffee sauce!  Nobody 
left early and I think everybody had a very enjoyable 
evening dodging from one umbrella to another!  A 
test of true village spirit!

These events rely on good attendance and to 
achieve this you need a good sales team. The Hall 
is very fortunate to have John Hunt and Kath Davis 
who both give up so much on their time to remind 
and cajole villagers to buy tickets - I know it’s a lot of 
work but it is very much appreciated by all of us.  In 
addition to her selling skills, Kath our Secretary, has 
kept us well organised sorting out everyday 
problems which would perhaps otherwise go un-
noticed.  Likewise Jane Finnimore has once again, 
managed to extract raffle prizes and regularly sell 
tickets, adding to the income of many of our events.

It would be remiss of me not to mention George 
Smith and Bob Davis in this report, both of whom 
have always been willing to lend a hand when 
needed and on many occasions without even a 
request.  Last but not least, our thanks to our 
financial contributors - the Viewfinders, the 
Horticultural Society and the Michelmersh Silver 
Band who added to our rather depleted funds and 
whose support is so much appreciated.

The coming year may prove to be economically 
difficult for all of us but hopefully the Jubilee Hall will 
provide good entertainment with plenty of fun for as 
many villagers as possible.

Kath Davis, Secretary
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MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

For their first talk of 2009 on the 12th of January 
Society members welcomed Chris Hill to speak on
“The Fun of Growing & Showing Sweet Peas.
Chris Hill provided an entertaining evening and sold 
Sweet Pea seeds so that we all could be ready for 
our annual show.  Though I doubt that many of us 
could hope to achieve his standard of flowers. He 
does win a lot of trophies whilst enjoying the whole 
involvement in growing his Sweet Peas and 
entering competitions.  He has been growing and 
showing for over 20 years now and is still enjoying 
the experience. I personally love the delicate 
shades and scent of these flowers and seeing the 
slides showing trade stands of well staged flowers I 
thought I should try to visit more shows and 
perhaps put a bit more effort into giving my seeds a 
good start.
If you really want to show your Sweet Peas you 
obviously need to buy your seed from specialist 
suppliers. Sow five seeds in a five inch clay pot.  
Chris sows 2000 seeds!! The usual time for sewing 
is the first week of November but you can sew them 
at the end of February too.  Then put your pots in a 
cold frame and keep a watchful eye!!  Once there 
are three sets of leaves you must pinch out the top 
one to make the side shoots grow as it is these that 
will produce the flowers.
If you want to grow Sweet Peas but think you 
haven’t got room for canes and don’t want to dig 
trenches then you could always grow one called 
pink cupid in a pot on the patio.  It has very short 
flowers of pink and white and a strong scent. Now 
there are no excuses not to accommodate this 
lovely flower into your garden of 2009! 

Wendy Thorpe
The AGM, considering the quite foul weather on the 
9th February, had a very good turnout of members, 
some 50 in all. Jane Chambers, Chairman, giving 
her report on the Society’s activities gave tribute to 
Jill Tyler who had retired as Chairman earlier in the 
year.  The Treasurer, Kath Davis, reported on 
finances and emphasised how important a 
successful Plant sale is. Without the income 
derived from this source subscriptions would 
inevitably increase next year.
Following a resolution from the meeting the 
committee and officers were elected en bloc.

President Mrs Sue Pritchett-Brown
Committee

Chairman: Mrs Jane Chambers
Secretary: Mrs Mary Robley (01794 368446)

Treasurer: Mrs Kath Davis
Programme Secretary: Mrs Jo Morgan

Show Sub-Committee Chairman: Mrs Wendy 
Thorpe

Mr Bob Bone, Mrs Eve Earle, Mr John Hunt,
Mrs Peta Hunt, Mrs Julie Willis, Mrs Jill Tyler

The President then thanked the Chairman and 

Committee for their work in running the Society. 
The Chairman thanked her and introduced Roger 
Savage
“The Ups and Downs of a Nurseryman”
Roger Savage opened his talk by saying that 
although he owns and runs Choice Plants he 
prefers to be recognised as a horticulturalist rather 
than a nurseryman. 
After training at Wye Agricultural College in Kent 
and a career which included working for ICI and 
agricultural consultancy he started the nursery in 
Timsbury in 1989. His business has prospered and 
last year it supplied 10,000 hanging baskets and 
containers. On occasion they have attracted 
awards. In addition to private customers he 
supplies Borough Councils including Test Valley 
and Winchester and Portsmouth  Councils.  
The baskets need to last from mid May until the 
end of September.  Staff are all local with as many 
as ten whilst potting and preparing for the ‘season’. 
Their ages range from youngsters to older retired 
people from all walks of life. 
He opened ’Poppies’ Tea Room a couple of years 
ago and although a great success and very popular 
this has proved to be tricky to staff.   It is difficult to 
plan for demand which can vary enormously and 
sometimes help has to come in from the nursery. 
The manufacturing of containers and baskets is 
highly computerised to ensure there is a continuous 
supply of plugs, plants and compost etc to make 
certain that demand can be met.  The ‘mother’ 
plants from which the off-shoots and plugs are 
derived are grown in Africa. They are exported to 
Holland and England where they are propagated 
and purchased by the nursery.  The compost used 
is made to order and includes insecticides and 
fertilisers.  Grown in a cool environment without 
heating the varieties are carefully chosen to ensure 
colour combinations and healthy growth. Patterns 
are designed from year to year and each basket is 
hand planted to specific formula. 99% of all waste 
in the nursery is recycled.
The work load is seasonal and it is quite possible 
for one day in May to equate to the whole of 
January and February.  Work in the season is very 
hard but enjoyable. Perhaps this may be some of 
the “ups and downs” in the title!  
Roger then answered some practical questions 
after which Kath Davis, Hon Treasurer, gave a vote 
of thanks for one of the most enjoyable, 
entertaining and informative talks with which to start 
the Society’s year. Roger donated his speaker’s fee 
to the charity Samaritans Purse water project “Turn 
on the Tap”.
Future meetings include on March 16th the Spring 
Show, followed on  6th April by ‘Gardening with 
Bulbs’ by Kevin Hughes

PPB
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Mark
Penn-Newman

HIGH QUALITY
INTERIOR AND

EXTERIOR
LOCAL

PAINTER
Telephone:

01794 884796
Mobile:

07810480274

Maree Welch MCSP SRP BMAS

A friendly personal private service 
available at
ALMA RD SURGERY, ROMSEY





Joint/spinal mobilization,




Massage, muscle injuries,




Acupuncture, 




Electrotherapy.




Whiplash, headaches.




Sports Injury rehabilitation

Self or GP referrals.

Email: maree.welch@tiscali.co.uk
Phone:01794 513422
Mob: 07763466629
Member of Chartered Society of 
Physiotherapists.
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MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Planning Matters
Applications considered by the Parish Council were two 
proposals from the developers of the Tile Works Site to 
amend the design of a number of houses. In effect the 
design would increase the houses from three to four 
bedrooms. The Council took the view that there was no 
justification for additional bedrooms. They also felt that 
more bedrooms would lead to more traffic movements 
and agreed to object to the proposals.
A plan for a garage at Willowbrook in New Road met 
with no objection.
A new plan for Glenville in Hill View Road got the 
thumbs down. Parish Councillors considered the 
replacement house too large, more visually intrusive 
than the bungalow it was replacing and it was set too far 
back on the plot with a large garage in front. All this led 
to a design that was out of keeping with houses in the 
surrounding area.
A proposal for a sign at The Grange, Stonymarsh and to 
fell poplar trees at The Old House, School Lane 
received no objection.
Plans getting approval from Test Valley Borough Council 
were; A storage building at Mobile Tyre Repairs, New 
Road; a revised scheme for alterations to Holly Tree 
Cottage, New Road and the sign at The Grange. A 
refusal was given to the creation of an independent 
dwelling at Little Heritage. Hampshire CC also agreed to 
a small extension in the opening hours of the recycling 
centre in Bunny Lane.
Tilebourne
At the Parish Council meeting in January, Councillors 
agreed that Hampshire County Council should be asked 
to carry out a ground survey to establish whether or not 
the access route approved by Test Valley Borough 
Council encroached on a section of the bridleway 
without existing vehicular rights.
Review of current arrangements for the Recreation 
Ground
The January meeting of the Council reviewed progress 

of the discussions with the Sports Club. Some 
concern was expressed at committing future Parish 
Councils to a long term financing arrangement and 
further talks with the Club would take place to try and 
resolve this.
Financial Matters
A budget for 2009/10 has been approved by the 
Council. This is appended to the draft minutes for the 
January PC meeting and these can be seen on the 
village web site.
Cycle Way
Work to extend the cycle way from the entrance to 
Hunts Farm Sports Ground to Yokesford Hill was due 
to start in mid February. By the time you read this it 
should be well under way.
News snippets

 Hants CC are taking steps to try and improve 
the condition of Bunny Lane.

 The PC has agreed to ask Hants CC for a 
small grant for some footpath improvement 
work.

 A new Freedom of Information Publication 
Scheme has been adopted by the Parish 
Council. It can be seen on the village web 
site.

Council Meetings
The Parish Council will meet on 25 February and 25 
March 2009. Meetings are normally held in the Jubilee 
Hall and start at 7.30 p.m. Parishioners are invited to 
attend any meeting and may speak to the Council in 
the “Open Period” at the start of the meeting. Agendas 
for the meetings are posted on the Parish notice 
boards (at the Jubilee Hall and at the top of New 
Road) and on the village web site, 
www.michelmershandtimsbury.org . The Annual 
Parish Meeting has been scheduled for 18 May 2009.

Peter Buist Parish Clerk peterbuist@aol.com
01794 368061

THE BEAR AND RAGGED PUMPKIN CLUB

The club started back in 1968 as a result of some 
rivalry between the regulars of the Bear and Ragged 
Staff and The Greyhound Pumpkin Club at 
Broughton. Growers would compete each year for the 
Landlords Trophy. Each year the contest grew in size 
together with the interest from the media. In 1973 the 
club was officially formed with a committee duly 
appointed with Sir Ian Lyle as the President and Mr 
Andrew Lyle as the Chairman.
Every year money raised from draws and fundraising 
events is donated to local charities. The Greyhound 
and The Hunters Pumpkin Club have ceased to exist, 
but we are still going strong. The Show night, which is 
the culmination of the Pumpkin year, continues to be 
a terrific success. It is held in a Marquee at the front 
of the Bear as it was originally but it’s so much more 
now. We weigh some of the biggest pumpkins in the 
country. The biggest pumpkin back in 1968 was 83lbs 

now pumpkins reach over 1000lbs.  It is a traditional 
village event where everyone can see the exhibits, 
enjoy pumpkin pasties, pies, soup and of course 
barbeque burgers and hot dogs whilst listening to live 
music under a giant marquee.
We have children’s categories where decorated and 
carved pumpkins are just as important as the giants. 
There is even a Halloween Fancy Dress Competition.
Make a note -The Bear and Ragged Staff Pumpkin 
Show will this year be on Saturday 17th October. Get 
your ground organised with rotted manure. Seeds 
need planting in pots around April/May. For all but the 
serious growers Atlantic Giant seeds available at 
nurseries will produce pumpkins of well over 100lbs. 
For those who want to take things further I have a 
selection of special seed that might produce the 
1000lb monster for 2009. Good growing

Phil Hutchins Club Chairman
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BAND SALUTES LONG SERVICE OF ‘MR MSB’ – KEITH MORGAN

Christmas for the members of MSB has fallen in 
to a fairly regular pattern over the years with 
caroling and concerts – this just-past Christmas 
our members clocked up over 27 hours of 
Christmas music playing, excluding the many 
hours of rehearsal! We always know that our 
Christmas Eve will be spent caroling with all of 
you in the village and that on a Friday evening a 
couple of weeks before this, the Jubilee Hall 
Concert will be our ‘end of term’ party. This 
year’s concert however, was a special event for 
all of us as it provided the perfect opportunity to 
mark the exceptional service to the band of 
Keith Morgan. Presenting him with a watercolor 
painting to mark the occasion, Chairman Adam 
Smith praised Keith’s loyalty to the band he had 
joined as a village schoolboy, following in his 
father Ron’s footsteps, over 62 years ago. In his 
time, Keith has served as principal cornet 
player and was Band Secretary for many years. 
Latterly he has become known to many as the 
face of Michelmersh Band as he circulates 
posters for band events and represents us at 
countless meetings and events. To further mark 
the occasion Keith’s wife, Jo had made a 
beautiful celebration cake, which was enjoyed 
by everyone present.
The band is now rehearsing intently for its first 
Regional Championship as a newly-promoted 
First Section band. As luck would have it, this 

year’s test-piece is universally acknowledged 
as the most challenging First Section piece ever 
selected, so we face a huge challenge to hold 
our own in the competition to be held in March.
With the contest behind us we will be beginning 
rehearsals for an exciting new venture – a co-
production with RAODS of ‘BRASSED OFF’ at 
the Plaza Theatre in Romsey, in June. The 
week-long performance run and the many 
rehearsals beforehand represent a huge 
challenge and commitment for all of us, but we 
are really excited about the whole project. Also 
planned is a recording of a CD of the music 
featured in the production, for sale at the 
performances and other band gigs. Keep an 
eye on the local press for ticket details nearer 
the time and please come along and support us 
for an evening filled with laughter, tears and 
great entertainment!  
The New Year also finds us starting the 
planned renovation of the new band hall. Burst 
pipes and water damage have forced our hand 
to address a heating system as a priority which 
could at last put an end to frozen fingers and 
rehearsing in coats and scarves!
‘BRASSED OFF’ will be at the Plaza Theatre, 
Romsey from Monday 22nd to Saturday 29th 
June. Tickets will be available from the Tourist 
Information Centre, Church Street, Romsey.

Claire Topp Secretary, MSB

Mark Oliver Plumbing & Heating

Oil Boiler Servicing by

Your Local OFTEC Registered Technician
* * * * * * * * * * *                     * * * * * * * * * * *

Aga Most makes & models Serviced    Rayburn
Grant ~ Thermecon ~ Warmflow ~ Boulter ~ Worchester ~ Clyde

~ Myson ~ Wilson ~ Trianco   ~    Plus many more!

All Domestic Plumbing undertaken - Oil Boiler upgrades -
replacement pumps, valves, tanks, cylinders, Bathrooms

Renewable solar energy

All your plumbing projects & problems solved
New builds & plumbing restorations

All calls answered personally during office hours

Office;  02380 47 2325   Mobile; 07743 386 540
Free estimates ~ No call out charge

www.moliverplumbing.co.uk
Don’t take my word for it - See what my customers say at Checkatrade

Fully vetted - Monitored & Recommended

I cover the distribution area of this magazine
No gas, LPG or Solid fuel servicing undertaken
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JUNIOR FOOTBALL
The Club is planning for the next [2009/10] season, when the current teams move on one 
year.
This season’s under-10s will for the first time play 11-a-side matches, with the result that 
three or four more boys are required. Players must be under 11 years old on 31st. August 
2009. [In fact, mixed teams are permitted at this age group, and in age groups up to under-13, 
but most girls prefer to join an all-girls team.]
A new under-8s side will be formed, playing small-sided, non-competitive, in that league 
tables are not kept, matches. Seven or eight boys and/or girls are required for this. Players 
must be under 8 years old on 31st. August 2009, but may not play until they are seven.
Also, vacancies will almost certainly occur at under-16, 15, 13 and 9 age-groups.
With sufficient parental support, it may be possible to run teams for boys and/or girls at “the 
missing” age groups. 
Anyone interested should contact Berny Higgins on 01794 884846 or 07887 987723."

TEST VALLEY CROQUET CLUB
We start at 2pm Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, April to September 

At Hunts Farm Sportsground Timsbury.
If you’d like to try it after brief tuition come early and have a go!

We play Golf Croquet Mondays and Wednesdays, Association Croquet Tuesdays
Phone John Smith  01794 340341
Barbara Sturgess   02380 813512

SPORTS CLUB NEWS
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VIEWFINDERS OF ROMSEY CAMERA CLUB

Our growth in new members has continued and 
therefore we decided to close the membership just 
before Christmas, and to start a waiting list.  We, 
do, however still welcome visitors along to our 
meetings, for up to 4 meetings.  This may include 
casual visitors or those considering whether they 
want to go on the waiting list.

The newer members, who are all contacted by 
Malcolm Richardson to establish what their needs 
are when they join, include both beginners and 
some more experienced photographers.  

I have included here our programme for the next 
two months, which includes the usual mix of 
illustrated talks, assessments and trophy 
competitions.  In particular, Don Mitchell’s talk 
‘Playing the Joker’ on 31 March should be very 
entertaining – he has been known to play his 
trombone in the hall as well as talking about his 
excellent photographs!  Also please come along to 
the Club’s own Fundraising Evening on 7 April – an 
evening where we particularly encourage visitors.  
Dr Peter Brandham is a leading botanist and 
photographer from Kew Gardens, so we should be 
in for a real treat!

I have included for you here Jill Koernich’s winning 
panel in the print panel competition – “Flower 
Detail”.  For this, the three prints are shown 
simultaneously and have to be related in some 

way, perhaps by having a common theme as in 
Jill’s panel.  Her monochrome panel was described 
as a lovely piece of work, achieving a near-perfect 
total of 49�  marks out of 50!

All our meetings are held in the Jubilee Hall on 
Tuesdays, starting at 7.30pm.  Please come along 
to any that interest you.

Programme March/April 2009
3 March: ‘Just Velvia’ – a talk with slides by Glyn 
Edmunds
10 March: Assessment of members’ prints and 
digital images – judged by Geoff Roberts
17 March: ‘Impressions of Coasts & Isles’ - a talk 
with slides by David Poynter
24 March: Landscape Trophies for prints, slides 
and digital images – judged by John Tilsley
31 March: ‘Playing the Joker’ – Don Mitchell talks 
about his prints & digitally projected images
7 April: Club Fundraising Evening ‘Patterns in 
Plants’ – presented with slides by Dr Peter 
Brandham
14 April: No meeting
21 April: ‘Natural Quarry’ – a talk with slides by 
David Boag
28 April: Les Fredericks Trophies – a set subject 
competition judged by Ian Bigg

Margaret Kirby
Publicity Officer

THANK YOU

A big thank you to everyone who opened their doors to the Carol Singers in New Road and the immediate 
vicinity before Christmas. We raised a fantastic �70.  This was divided between Juvenile Diabetes and Coeliac 
UK.

J Jeans
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3RD ROMSEY SCOUT GROUP
Invite you to their Spring Party at The Jubilee Hall Timsbury

On Thursday 2nd April 2009 From 7:15pm – 8:30pm
Light refreshments, raffle and entertainment by the scouts

RSVP Sarah on 023 80 814295 (please leave a message)!
Friends very welcome – local transport available

Registered Charity Number: 220949

Romsey & District Local Office:
Red Cross Centre, 10 Greatwell Drive, Romsey (opposite Nightingale Surgery)
Coordinator: Kathy on 01794 513202 – 24 hour answer phone
Romsey Medical Loan:
Red Cross Centre, 10 Greatwell Drive, Romsey (opposite Nightingale Surgery)
Open 10.30am to 12.30pm - Monday to Friday. Enquiries: 01794 513202 – 24 hour answer phone 
First Aid Group: Tel: 01794 513202.  Volunteers always needed.
For Volunteers: Tel: 01962 890807 Gary Webster (Area Volunteer Advisor) or email: 
gwebster@redcross.org.uk
First Aid Enquiries: 0844 871 8000
North Baddesley Medical Loan Service: This is located at the North Baddesley Health Centre (Room 7) in 
Fleming Avenue, North Baddesley and is open each weekday morning from 10am - 12 noon.  Tel: 023 80743405.  
Fundraising Shop at North Baddesley (behind village hall)
Emergency number for all of the above: 07790 670840

A Bring and Buy Sale will be held on Wednesday 1st April 10am –12noon at Romsey Centre, 10 Greatwell Drive, 
Romsey (opposite Nightingale Surgery)
�1 to include cup of coffee/tea and biscuits - Homemade Cakes for sale - Draw
Donations always welcome Enquiries: 023 80730843 

James Harrap 
Computers

Fully qualified IT Teacher
Support in your home or office

No call out 
charge.

Competitive 
rates.

- Troubleshooting PC faults
- Support using your computer

- New PC systems

- Broadband & wireless setup

- Upgrades and accessories

Call now to chat about your requirements 
with your local IT professional.

01794 370069
www.jamesharrap.co.uk

Romsey & District
Cars LTD.

Based in Awbridge

A new Taxi company with years of experience!!

Unique Text Service
Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Long Distance – Airports (discounts available)
4 and 6 Seat Vehicles

Competitive fares to any area

Book Now on the following Numbers

01794 342322
07891 169549

Web: www.romseydistrictcars.co.uk
e-mail: info@romseydistrictcars.co.uk
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The Village Website carries updated information: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

Main Hampshire school holidays:
Easter Holiday 6th April ~ 17th April, Summer Half Term 25th May ~ 29th May

Details of Church Services see Page 7
also in the United Benefice magazine ‘Five Alive’ available from all churches  

and the Village Website: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Please submit entries for the May/June 2009 issue before Monday 13th April

The Editor would like to express his appreciation & thanks to Peta Hunt for proof reading 
and Jane Finnimore and all her team for Distribution.

Every effort is made to ensure that diary details are correct when compiled but confirmation should be obtained from event organisers. 
All advertisements & contributions to the newsletter are accepted at face value and the Editor cannot vouch for their accuracy.

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor            � Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter 2009

If any reader has knowledge of stories, anecdotes or the history of our village,
the Editor of this newsletter would most appreciate hearing of them for possible future articles.

Please contact me on either 01794 368577 or mike.koscian@btinternet.com

March
Tues 10th 10 – 12 Test Valley Mobile Police Office Jubilee Hall CP
Thurs 12th 7.30pm Friends of Michelmersh Church – The Land of Oz A 

photographic tour by Dave Simmonds
The Barns

Mon 16th 6.45pm M & T Hort Soc Spring Show Jubilee Hall 
Thurs 19th 1.00 pm Jubilee Lunch Club Jubilee Hall 
Sat 21st 9.30-

12.30
Church & Churchyard Spring clean Michelmersh 

Church
Wed 25th 7.30 pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall

April

Mon 6th 7.30 pm M & T Hort Soc – Gardening with bulbs Jubilee Hall
Tues 14th 10 – 12 Test Valley Mobile Police Office Jubilee Hall CP
Thurs 16th 1.00 pm Jubilee Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Wed 22nd 7.30 pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall
Sat 25th 7.00pm Twinning - Quiz & Fish & Chip Supper Sports Pavilion

May June
Fri 1st Twinning visit - Ryes
Mon 11th Hort Soc Mon 8th Hort Soc 
Sat 16th Hort Soc Plant Sale Thurs 18th Jubilee Lunch Club
Thurs 21st Jubilee Lunch Club Wed 24th Parish Council
Wed 27th Parish Council Sat 28th Twinning – Petanque & BBQ
Thurs 28th Friends of Michelmersh 

Church AGM 


