
MMiicchheellmmeerrsshh && TTiimmssbbuurryy
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September ~ October 2009

VILLAGE INFORMATION

Police
Phone 101 

08450 45 45 45 (Ask for the Force Enquiry Centre)
For urgent calls ONLY use 999 

Churches: 
St Mary’s Michelmersh
St Andrew’s Timsbury

Rector: The Revd Canon Bruce Kington 368335

Parish Council
Clerk: Peter Buist 368061

Chairman: Bob Davis  368118
WEBSITE:  www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

Test Valley Borough Council
Romsey 527700 : Andover 01264 368000

Web site: www.testvalley.gov.uk
TVBC Councillor Tony Ward 01794 389649

Email: cllrtward@testvalley.gov.uk

HCC County Councillor
Andrew Gibson 01264 861138
MP Sandra Gidley MP: 511900

Jubilee Hall 368976 : Warden/Bookings 368492 : 
Tree Warden Mr B Raines 368435

Items for the Newsletter for September - October 2009 before Friday 9th October please.
Contributions to the Editor at: The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane, Timsbury, SO51 0NW 

or preferably email:- mike.koscian@btinternet.com
The Newsletter is produced for the Parish Council and distributed by volunteers every two months

For information contact the Editor, Mike Koscian Tel: 01794 368577

QUIZ
+ FISH & CHIPS 

Friday 2nd Oct
JUBILEE HALL

Further details/tickets from
John Hunt 368745
Kath Davis 368118
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Romsey 
District Cars 

Will get you were you want to be!!

Unique Text Service
Comfortable 4 and 6 Seat Vehicles

Airports
Heathrow From Ä59.00
Gatwick From Ä70.00

Book now on the following Numbers

01794 342322
07891 169549

E-mail: info@romseydistrictcars.co.uk

Painter and Decorator
S.J.OXENHAM
4 Chartwell Close

Allbrook, Eastleigh SO50 4PZ
Tel:02380 611673

One Man Business

Established (1967)

Interior/Exterior

No Job Too Small

Estimates without obligation

Reliable Local Tradesman

Oil Boiler Specialists

 Installation, Servicing and Repairs.
 OFTEC Registered.
 Oil Tank Replacement.

All Plumbing And Heating, From A Tap Washer, 
To Full Central Heating.

 Power-Flushing
 Solar Heating
 Underfloor Heating
 Full Bathroom Installation
 Over 25 Years Experience
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EDITORIAL

Firstly I must congratulate Peter Pritchett-Brown 
for being invited to a Royal Garden Party. I 
know he does an awful lot of voluntary work 
both within and outside of our villages – Well 
done Peter and of course Sue (Behind every 
great man there is always a great woman)! 
Unfortunately we were away when the Village 
BBQ took place. However I am told that despite 
the initial poor weather it did brighten up for the 
event and the many villagers who attended had 
a good time. Many thanks to Peter and Jan 
Clarke, John Glasspool and everyone who 
helped to make this a success.  The event 
raised a total of �796 which was shared 
between the Friends of Michelmersh Church 
and St Andrews Church.

The Village Fun Day was well attended, even if 
the weather forecast was poor. We were 
fortunate in that the rain held off until later in the 
day. Approximately �1,500 was raised for 
village organisations and local charities. A 
report can be found later in this Newsletter. 
Let’s put on our ‘thinking hats’ to see how we 
can make this event bigger and better next time. 
On behalf of the Jubilee Hall Management 
Committee many thanks to all those who 
supported this event.
Surprisingly I have had no responses to identify 
any of the participants in the old Timsbury 
School photo shown in the previous Newsletter. 
Never mind it was a long time ago!

.

The picture above was again kindly supplied by 
Patrick Collins. It is of course looking north up 
New Road and shows the Water Works 
buildings, which have long since been 
demolished. Unfortunately it just misses out The 
Old Timsbury Chapel where I now live. I’m still 
hoping that one day someone will be able to 
show me some pictures of the chapel as it used 
to be. Does anyone know the date of this 

picture? 
On another historical note, don’t forget to see 
how the M&T Silver Band have renovated the 
old Timsbury WI Hall. See page 12.
Meanwhile please let me have more of your 
pictures of the villages and their inhabitants 
from the past. I can scan any pictures lent to me 
and let you have them back almost immediately.

Mike Koscian

Village Weather

Average Overnight 
Temperature

Minimum Overnight 
Temperature

Average Day Time 
Temperature

Maximum Day 
Time Temperature

Rainfall
mm

June 11.9 5 22.4 29 31
July 13.6 11 21.4 31 77
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ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH TIMSBURY

It is wonderful to think of the things that go on at St 
Andrew’s. As well as the regular services, we have the 
opportunity to celebrate Christmas, Easter, Harvest and 
other events throughout the year. Many people will have 
celebrated some of the happiest moments of their lives 
here, at weddings, baptisms and services of celebration. 
It has been there as a peaceful haven in times of trouble, 
where people can come to reflect, pray or just be quiet. 
Even people of no religious faith may feel that the 
building itself is worthy of preservation; it is genuinely 
considered to be something of an architectural gem, 
having been largely bypassed by Victorian restorations. 
This is our church, so it is our responsibility. 
To maintain the church’s life we have to keep paying the 
“Grocery Bill”; all those day to day costs that keep 
coming in, like insurance, electricity, our “Parish Share” 
to the Diocese, and for basic maintenance. 
For a long time we have been fortunate in that we had 
money invested from a bequest, many years ago, and 
then from the sale of Church House. After the expenses 
of repairing the west end of the church twelve years or so 
ago, and more recently, the cost of the new ceiling, our 
reserves have now dwindled to virtually nothing, and our 
regular income is not meeting the outgoings.
This year, we expect our weekly expenditure to be about 
�304, made up, roughly of �227 (Parish Share), �50 
(Premises costs), �25 (Photocopying, Clergy Expenses) 

and other sundries such as outreach work. 
We currently receive �146 in income: �120 from planned 
giving from the small congregation, �12 from fees, and 
�14 from fundraising events. So our target is an extra 
�158 per week- just to keep staying still.
What will happen if we continue as we are? Well, in the 
short to medium term, the Diocese will support us, but it 
will not be able to do so indefinitely, and then the 
question of the possible redundancy of St Andrews will 
be raised, so that the building would be, in effect, 
“Mothballed” like Ashley or Eldon, with even the long-
term possibility of it being sold for re-development.
“Every little helps” as they say, so if you do feel able to 
aid us by regular giving, it would be much appreciated. 
By Gift Aiding donations, your generosity can be 
augmented, at no cost to you, by about 20%. Your 
confidentiality, naturally, will be respected. Details of 
how to set up Standing Orders or Direct Debits can be 
obtained from our Treasurer, Clarissa Smith, at Little 
Herons, Heron Lane (367134). Alternatively, you can 
contact me (368017), or Catherine Baker (368364).
Thank you for taking the time to read this, and God 
Bless you.

Dr John Glasspool  PCC Secretary and 
Churchwarden

01794 368017
e-mail churchwarden1@btinternet.com

THE FRIENDS OF MICHELMERSH CHURCH

At a meeting held at The Barns on the 9th July, the 
success of the village barbecue was discussed and 
all expressed their gratitude to Mr and Mrs Clarke 
for the use of their splendid gardens, to barbecue 
chef John Glasspool and everyone who worked so 
hard to make the evening such a great event.
Following the meeting, the Friends heard a 
fascinating talk by Major Therese Harris on the 
history and modern day work of the Salvation Army. 
Therese talked about her early childhood in Devon 
and her full time career as a Salvationist which has 
taken her to many different parts of the UK. Therese 
is now based in Winchester and she described her 
day to day work amongst the homeless with the 
advice to offer a meal rather than money to anyone 
found begging in the street. The Army’s work in 

finding missing people attracted many questions 
from the Friends all of which were answered with 
Therese’s charming and often humorous style. 
Forthcoming events include the ever popular 
Harvest Supper on the 26th September at The 
Barns. On 15th October is scheduled, what promises 
to be an interesting talk by Harry Tuffill, “From Page 
to Stage” describing his experiences as both actor 
and director at the Nuffield Theatre, Southampton.
All are welcome to join the Friends, so if you are not 
already a member, why not come along to a meeting 
to see if it’s for you.

David Simmonds
Chairman - Friends of Michelmersh Church

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY CARE GROUP

If you need a lift to your appointment with the doctor, dentist or hospital we are here to help

Jane Finnimore    368349        Johanna Koscian         368577               Mary Lees 368718
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MICHELMERSH v TIMSBURY CRICKET MATCH

Once again players and would be players from across the 
parish descended onto the recreation ground by various 
means of transport to contest ‘The Match’.
Soon there could be heard the chink of glasses, the pop of 
cans opening, and the glug glug of wine being poured, as 
the teams warmed up and got their eye in for the ensuing 
encounter.
As befits the members of the Michelmersh team from the 
upper reaches of the parish, the seasoned observer was 
reminded of a vintage luxury car, which carried reminders of 
past glories, triumphs, and family summer days out. All be it 
a vehicle that had seen better days, with the paint work 
slightly faded, the stuffing showing between the cracks in 
the leather upholstery, a tremendous whine emanating from 
the gear box, but with the engine well oiled and purring 
contentedly, and plenty of fuel in the tank.
On the other hand the Timsbury team were likened to an 
old combine harvester that had been left out in the field for 
a couple of years. Some new parts had been fitted to 

enable the crop to be gathered, but on the whole the 
machine lacked the presence, lustre, and panache of a new 
machine.
Timsbury won the toss (which was where things started to 
go wrong) and invited Michelmersh to bat, which they did 
with a very steady performance through out their innings to 
amass a total of 137 runs.
The Timsbury reply got of to an equally steady run but then 
ran into trouble in the fourth over when 4 wickets fell. They 
never recovered from this setback and were well short of 
their target when their innings closed.
After the match the large number of families, supporters 
and players enjoyed a social drink and  BBQ at the club 
house.
Thanks to the Sports Club for use of their facilities and kit, 
and Dave Loescher for his BBQ.
Once again after the event chartered vintage luxury air-
conditioned transport dropped people off around the village.

Norton Welsh

Michelmersh:- J.Pritchard, W.Archibald, S.Whitton, A.Whitton, W.George, S.George. P.Vaugan, J. Burge, A.Archibald, T. Pritchard , W.Bowden, 

G.Harvey

Timsbury:-, G. Taylor, J. Taylor, D.Loescher, Subu, N.Welch,  J. Welch, A.Stote, N.Stote M.Northover, N.Cooper, S.Osborne .J.Osborne

Umpires:-. C.Smith, J.Rhodes Scorers:-J.Loescher,

Please note the phone number for the Bear and Ragged Staff in the Village Directory is incorrect.
It should read 368602

MICHELMERSH AND TIMSBURY WALKERS

On Sunday 26th July the M & T Walkers enjoyed a minibus ride to Pepperbox Hill. However, this was a one-way bus ride! Their
punishment for enjoying this mode of transport was a 12 mile walk back to Alma Road Car Park in Romsey. Fortunately all fifteen 
participants made it back safe and sound.

The following Thursday after a more leisurely walk around Crampmore we celebrated Keith Morgan’s 70th birthday with a 
delicious lunch provided by Jo Morgan in their garden. On the 6th August following a walk from Kings Worthy we were treated to 
a very interesting guided tour of the Winnal Moor Nature Reserve. This included areas not open to the general public. Thanks to 
Jim and Ann O’Brien for arranging this.
Future walks include: Sept 3 – Black Horse West Tytherley; Sept 10 – Five Bridges Rd, St Cross; Sept 17 – Holmsley Forestry 
Car Park; Sept 24 – Tichbourne Arms, Tichbourne; Oct 1 – Burley Cricket Club.

Mike Koscian
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Dear Friends,

The story is told of a clergyman who always wrote out his sermon in full, leaving wide margins to each page. In 
those margins he would put “stage directions” to himself to ensure that he had the right inflexion of voice at each 
point of the sermon. His most often used direction was, “Argument weak. Shout here.”

This could be the direction given for much of the modern broadcasting media. Drama and effect seem to be the 
aim, rather than a search for truth and clarity. If a complex situation cannot be summarised in a few words, then it 
is inappropriate for broadcasting. Unless a debate is turned into an argument, the broadcaster has failed. 
Consequently, those who are considered to be the most effective speakers on radio and television are those who 
are good at producing the so-called “sound bites.”

All this has had a quite devastating effect on the population as a whole, for it is becoming increasingly more 
difficult to offer a sustained and carefully reasoned lecture. If the attempt to set out facts lasts for more than a few 
minutes, many of the hearers simply become bored and switch off, despite the fact that few of the deepest issues 
of life can be answered in one or two short statements.

The Bible takes a rather different view of the matter. God, we are told, “speaks in a still, small voice”. The only 
way in which he can be heard is by carefully listening out for him. His Messiah, Jesus, is described as one who 
“will not break a bruised reed” and one who has compassion on the crowd because they were “like sheep without 
a shepherd.” Those who would follow him are encouraged to see that “in returning and rest you shall be saved.” 
All this seems a long way from the clamour of the broadcast media and a long way from the rather empty 
character of the Christian Faith that is so often presented there. 

To try and redress the balance, St. Andrew’s, Timsbury, is organising a course in the autumn to examine the 
meaning of life and death and to set out the facts about the Christian Faith. We shall be using the Alpha Course 
material, which uses both talks and discussion to examine what it means to be a follower of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We fully expect the course to be both interesting and stimulating, appealing to both adults and young 
people and also to both those who simply curious about the faith and those who wish to deepen their faith.

The course will be led by Canon Steve Pittis, a good friend of our parishes and a highly skilled presenter who will 
help everyone to feel at home. Each evening will begin with a supper, for which we will make a nominal charge of 
�2.50 to cover the cost, and will be held (by kind invitation of Roger and Mary Savage) in Poppies Caf� at Choice 
Plants, Stockbridge Road. If you are at all interested, please come along – it is a friendly venue with plenty of 
room for everyone! Supper will start at 7.15pm, and the course itself at approximately 7.45pm. The dates are 
Wednesdays: September 24th, 30th; October 7th,14th, 21st; November 4th,  11th, 18th; December 9th; with an 
Awayday from 10.00am to 3.30pm on Saturday 5th December, probably in the newly refurbished Church Room 
at Braishfield.

Do try and come if you can! If you are a little uncertain, why not come to the first evening and see what you think, 
for it will be no good wondering about it from afar. We look forward to meeting you there.

D. Bruce Kington, Rector.

ST. MARY'S, MICHELMERSH       ~       ST. ANDREW'S, TIMSBURY
in the United Benefice of Braishfield

Rector: The Revd. Canon Bruce Kington, 
The Rectory, Braishfield

Telephone: 01794 368335
Day off: Tuesday
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CHURCH SERVICES
September/October 2009

St Mary’s, Michelmersh and St Andrew’s, Timsbury
Also All Saints Braishfield, St John’s Farley Chamberlayne and All Saints Awbridge

 Michelmersh Timsbury Braishfield
Farley 

Chamberlayne Awbridge

9.30 am
Morning 
Prayer

11.00 am
Morning 
Prayer

8.00 am Holy 
Communion

9.30 am
Family Service

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

September
Sunday 6th

Trinity 13
First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 13th

Trinity 14
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer

11.00 am
Jam Family 

Service

9:30 am
Morning 
Prayer 

8.00 am
Holy 

Communion

9.30 am
Morning 
Worship

Sunday 20th

Trinity 15

6.00 pm
Holy 

Communion

8.00 am
Holy 

Communion

6.00 pm
Evening 
Prayer

11.00 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion
Sunday 27th

Trinity 16
11.00 am
Harvest 

Thanksgiving

6.00 pm
Harvest 

Thanksgiving

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am
Family 
Harvest 

Thanksgiving

9.30 am
Morning 
Worship

11.00 am
Morning 
Prayer

8.00 am Holy 
Communion

9.30 am 
Family Harvest 
Thanksgiving

6.00 pm 
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

October
Sunday 4th

Trinity 17

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm
Sunday 11th

Trinity 18
6.00pm

Holy 
Communion

11.00 am
Jam Family 
Service & 
Baptism

9:30 am
Morning Prayer 

8.00 am
Holy 

Communion

9.30 am
Morning 
Worship

Sunday 18th

St Luke’s Day
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer

8.00 am
Holy 

Communion

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

11.00 am
Family Harvest 
Thanksgiving

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

Sunday 25th

Trinity 20

8.00 am
Holy 

Communion

6.00 pm
Evening 
Prayer

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

11.00 am
Morning 
Prayer

9.30 am
Family

Worship

 Michelmersh Timsbury Braishfield Farley 
Chamberlayne Awbridge



Details are 
understood to 

be correct when 
printed.



COMPLETE
UP TO DATE 
DETAILS OF 
ANY LAST 
MINUTE 

CHANGES TO 
SERVICES, CAN 

BE FOUND IN 
THE UNITED 
BENEFICE 
MAGAZINE

‘FIVE ALIVE’ 
AVAILABLE 
FROM ALL 

CHURCHES, 
PUBLISHED 
BI-MONTHLY 

& THE VILLAGE 
WEBSITE
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THE VILLAGE FUN DAY 
AND HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 27th ANNUAL SHOW

Saturday 18th July dawned 
sunny and the weather for 
the Michelmersh & Timsbury 
Fun Day and Horticultural 
Society’s 27th Annual Show 
looked very promising. Many 
were the sighs of relief from 
village organisers after the 
recent rains. 
There was much activity on 
the Recreation Ground as 
the show stands, marquees 
and competitions were set 
up. By mid-day over ten 
village organisations were 
represented and the customers were rolling in. 
Favourite focal points were the Twinning 
Association’s 
marquee where 
the freshly made 
crepes were very 
popular and the 
PreSchool stands 
and competitions 
being hotly 
contested. Not 
under contention 
was the appeal of 
the hot dogs! The bouncy castle for the younger 
visitors was very popular as was the face painting 
creating some quite frightening small characters! 

At one o’clock over 
25 members of the 
Michelmersh Silver 
Training Band, 
conducted by Jan 
Boler, entertained 
visitors with 
splendid music to 
accompany all the 
activities.  Stalls 

were selling everything from bric-a-brac, books and 
George Benn 
from Test 
Valley 
Nursery on 
Stockbridge 
Road 
displayed a 
splendid array 
of plants. 
There was ice 
cream, candy 
floss, the 
croquet and football goal scoring competitions and 
of course the ticket buying at various draws and 
tombolas,.
In the Jubilee Hall the Horticultural Society’s 27th

Annual Show judges had 
completed their deliberations 
and the exhibits were being 
viewed by a steady stream of 
visitors.  The cookery exhibits 
were much praised by the 
judges as was the quality of 
the vegetables grown but there 
had been a disappointing 
reduction in the number of 
members entering the floral 
classes.  Delicious tea and 
cakes were on offer in the hall 
from members of the Care 
Group.

By 2.30 threatening clouds were gathering and the 
time had come for the prize giving. A move in to the 
Jubilee Hall was thought to be sensible as the band 
ended their concert. Bob Davis, Chairman of the 
Parish Council, awarded the Horticultural Cups and 
winners of all the various competitions received their 
prizes.

To completely conclude the event the heavens 
opened and the heaviest of rains fell. However each 
participating organisation reported the event to have 
been a great success and their finances to have 
benefitted substantially.  The stands and gazebos 
were hurriedly taken down and finally produce from 
the show was auctioned off by John Hunt.

The Horticultural Society cup winners (presented by 
Bob Davis & Show organiser 
Wendy Thorpe):
Lady Newton Cup most 
points (Flowers)  Peta Hunt 
The Heilie de Cailly Cup
most points (Vegetables)  
Bob Bone.
The Musselwhite Shield for 
Best in Show (Fruit)  Jill 
Tyler
Kersey Cup for Highest 
number of points (Preserves 
& Cookery) Jill Tyler 
Photography Peta Hunt
Best in Show (Flowers)    Peta Hunt
Best in Show (Vegetables    Bob Bone
The Harvey Childrens Cup (Up to 7 year olds)  
Charlotte Roberts

Thank you you to Kath Davis, Wendy Thorpe, and 
the Horticultural Society Committee together with 
Wendy Snow, the PreSchool Committee, the 
Twinning Association, everyone who contributed  
and helped put it all together

Peter Pritchett-Brown
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HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY VISIT TO HOUGHTON GARDENS
The evening of Tuesday June 16th this year was a beautiful, idyllic sunny summer 
evening. Some lucky members of the Michelmersh & Timsbury Horticultural 
Society joined committee member Julie Willis on a visit to the memorable 
Houghton Lodge and Gardens on the River Test. Built sometime before 1799 and 
probably intended as a fishing lodge, it is one of the earliest examples of a Cottage 
Orn� or Rural Retreat.  It gazes across one of the most beautiful stretches of the 
river and gardens. 
A visit to Houghton gardens is a lovely 
experience with its hospitable visitor 
centre, Orchid House, walled garden, 
hundred metre long herbaceous border 

and topiary ‘Peacock’ Garden.  The unique Hydroponicum demonstrates a way 
of gardening without using soil. Instead plants are successfully grown in water 
borne nutrients. One of the few if not the only opportunity for the public to view 
this method.
There was so much for members to enjoy.  Strolling through 5 acres of park and
lawns members revelled in the peaceful surroundings.

Peter Pritchett-Brown

A ROYAL OCCASION

Back in January we were, delivered a letter from the 
Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire. I do not often get letters 
from Mrs Mary Fagan JP, although I have met her on 
several occasions. This did not really explain why her 
clerk should be writing to me suggesting that my name 
be included in a list of persons to be forwarded to the 
Lord Chamberlain to be invited to one of Her Majesty’s 
Buckingham Palace Garden Parties. The invitation was 
to include Sue, my wife – which was a relief!
On the day at just before 3 o’clock we joined the queue 
on Constitution Hill for admission to the Palace. Garden 
parties have been held at Buckingham Palace since the 
1860s, when Queen Victoria instituted what were known 
as 'breakfasts' (though they took place in the afternoon). 
In the 1950s the number of garden parties held at 
Buckingham Palace was increased from two to three a 
year. They took the place of presentation parties 
attended by debutantes, but have evolved into a way of 
rewarding and recognising public service. They are 
attended by people from all walks of life.
For our day the Court Circular reported that “The Queen 
and The Duke of Edinburgh gave an Afternoon Party in 
the garden of Buckingham Palace . The Earl of Wessex, 
The Duke of Kent, Prince and Princess Michael of Kent, 
and Princess Alexandra, the Hon. Lady Ogilvy were 
present. Her Majesty's Body Guard of the Honourable 
Corps of Gentlemen-at-Arms and The Queen's Body 
Guard of the Yeomen of the Guard were on duty.”
We were lucky to see all the royal party – but not 
introduced! Each garden party is attended by about 
8,000 guests but it did not feel crowded. We mingled 
amongst the other visitors, some in top hat and tails, 
some in spectacular uniforms and some like myself in 
lounge suits. We then explored the gardens which cover 
40 acres. They include a helicopter landing area,  3 acre 
lake, and a tennis court). It is home to 30 different 
species of bird and more than 350 different wild flowers, 
some extremely rare. 
Tea was being served in the main tea tent when at 4.00 
pm The Band of the Grenadier Guards played the 
National Anthem announcing the arrival of Her Majesty 
The Queen and Members of the Royal Family. Selected 
guests were presented to The Queen and her party.

The Gentlemen at Arms formed lanes for the royal 
group to move through the guests. We spent some time 
‘people watching’ and the band of the Army Air Corps 
took turns to play selections of music whilst the Royals 
took tea in the Royal Tea Tent meeting members of the 
Diplomatic Corps.
The Queen and her party left their tea tent passing very 
near where we were standing to walk back through a 
corridor of guests. Several disabled guests were 
presented to her as, at a quarter to six, the Grenadier 
Guards Band struck up the National Anthem for the 
Queen and her party to return into the palace.
Having had a most memorable afternoon, we walked 
back along the Mall to where our driver had parked the 
car. Here we heard that seeing Prince Charles walking 
along The Mall apparently unaccompanied had 
enlivened his wait for us!

Peter & Sue Pritchett-Brown

SOUR GRAPES VINEYARD

Fancy a bit of grape picking this year? No need to travel 
to France. We need about 6 to 8 people to help with the 
harvest which happens mid to late October, as soon as 
the grapes reach the right sugar level. We try to choose 
a sunny day – but can’t always guarantee it – and we 
harvest quickly – one or two days depending on how 
many people we can get to help. You’ll need wellie 
boots and secateurs. It’s voluntary work, but if you can 
spare a few hours, we do have an after harvest feast 
with wine for everyone, as soon as we’ve finished for 
the day. If you’re interested call 01794 367300
Anyone who has walked past Oak Tree House may 
have noticed that work has, at last, started on building 
SOUR GRAPES VINEYARD winery, the foundations 
are now complete. We are awaiting builders who will 
start in September, and hopefully finish in time for this 
year’s harvest.
In the future we hope the vineyard and winery will 
become a welcome asset to the village and that anyone 
interested will be able to join in the wine tastings and 
events which we will be organising.          Sharon Burns
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HERON  INTERIORS

All Soft Furnishing requirements
catered for

Curtains/Loose Covers/
Blinds/Valances/Pelmets/etc

Wide range of fabrics available
Home visits

Competitive prices

THE HERONS, ROMSEY
01794 368355

James Harrap 
Computers

Fully qualified IT Teacher
Support in your home or office

No call out 
charge.

Competitive 
rates.

- Troubleshooting PC faults
- Support using your computer

- New PC systems
- Broadband & wireless setup
- Upgrades and accessories

Call now to chat about your requirements 
with your local IT professional.

01794 370069
www.jamesharrap.co.uk

Mark
Penn-Newman

HIGH QUALITY
INTERIOR AND

EXTERIOR
LOCAL

PAINTER
Telephone:

01794 884796
Mobile:

07810480274

Maree Welch MCSP SRP BMAS

A friendly personal private service 
available at
ALMA RD SURGERY, ROMSEY





Joint/spinal mobilization,




Massage, muscle injuries,




Acupuncture, 




Electrotherapy.




Whiplash, headaches.




Sports Injury rehabilitation

Self or GP referrals.

Email: maree.welch@tiscali.co.uk
Phone:01794 513422
Mob: 07763466629
Member of Chartered Society of 
Physiotherapists.
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MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Broadband Service
In theory broadband speed from the Braishfield exchange 
should be just under 3mbps, but in practise it is very much 
slower making it impossible to use such things as BBC 
iPlayer. The Parish Council have started work to lobby the 
service providers to try and get an improved service. We 
would like to hear of your experience of using broadband so 
that we can use examples to make our case. Please drop 
an email to the Parish Clerk at the email address below.
Annual Return and Financial Summary
The annual return and financial summary for 2008/9 has 
been completed and audited. If anyone would like to inspect 
a copy of the annual return and the account book, they can 
do that by arrangement with the Parish Clerk between the 
dates of 7 to 25 September.
Grant Requests
Each year the Parish Council makes a budget provision to 
provide village organisations with grant aid. If you think that 
your club has a project that would benefit from grant 
support, please get in touch with the Parish Clerk who will 
advise on the format and information that will be required by 
the Council to evaluate the request.
Tilebourne Access
The Parish Council has for some time been concerned that 
part of the access route to the new development at the old 
Tile Works site encroaches on a section of bridle way that 
does not have a right of vehicular access. They have been 
trying to get Hampshire County Council to carry out a 
ground survey to establish once and for all if an 
encroachment has been made. The Council have now 
received a letter from Hampshire CC turning down the 
request and stating that it is not their place to make this 
determination. This, they say, is a matter to be resolved 
between the developer and the potential purchaser and that 
prospective purchasers will have to be satisfied that 
adequate private vehicular rights exist by enquiries of the 
vendor before contracts are exchanged.
Planning Matters
Applications considered by the Parish Council:

 Replacement dwelling at Squirrels Lodge, Rudd 
Lane – no objection.

 Replacement dwelling at Cranbrooke, Stockbridge 
Road – no objection, but concerns about parking 
of contractors vehicles during the building process 
were expressed to the planning officers.

 New dwelling and conversion of existing cottage to 
garage, Mayfly Cottage, Timsbury - no objection.

 Demolition of existing extensions and erection of 
new, Old Rectory, Rudd Lane - objection. It was 
considered that the windows in the proposed 
extension should match the existing windows in 
the main house and the new chimney in the Coach 
House was positioned too close to the 
neighbouring property with a resulting loss of 
amenity.

 Prune one ash, 10 Mannygham Way - no 
objection.

 Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of 
new, Woodlands, Haccups Lane - objection on the 
grounds that the proposed new dwelling would be 
overbearing and dominating in the street scene. It 
would overlook the neighbouring property in a way 
that the current bungalow did not. However, 
should TVBC decide to give permission, the Parish 
Council made the point that there should be no 
new access created, the current screening should 
be retained and the bank (which was a feature of 

this part of Haccups Lane) should not be removed. 
If it was required to be breached during the build 
process, then it should be returned to its original 
state.

 Erection of industrial storage building, The Shop, 
New Road - no objection.

Decisions made by Test Valley Borough Council:
 Two applications for revisions to house design at 

the Tile Works site were given permission despite 
a stout objection from the Chairman of the Parish 
Council and our Test Valley Borough Councilor.

 Extensions to Nurses Cottage, Haccups Lane –
permission.

 Outbuilding at Oak Tree House – permission.
 Holly Tree Cottage appeal – dismissed.
 Demolition of garage and erection of new 

detached building, Barn Cottage, Mesh Road -
permission.

 Screening Option for training facility, Timsbury 
Lakes - EIA required.

 Appeal at Little Heritage, New Road - allowed.
Parish Council Meetings
Meetings of the Parish Council will take place on 23 
September and 28 October. Meetings are normally held in 
the Jubilee Hall and start at 7.30 p.m. Parishioners are 
invited to attend and may speak in the “Open Period” at the 
start of the meeting. Agendas for the meetings are posted 
on the Parish notice boards (at the Jubilee Hall and at the 
top of New Road) and on the village web site, 
www.michelmershandtimsbury.org . 

Peter Buist Parish Clerk
peterbuist@aol.com 01794 36806
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MICHELMERSH SILVER BAND
Thank you to everyone who gave our Michelmersh 

Training Band such a good reception at the recent 
Village Fun Day - the youngsters (and their older 
helpers) really enjoy a chance to perform in public 
and such events really give them a boost. Jan Boler 
works extremely hard with them and this is rewarded 
by their ever-higher standard of performance.
Those of you who regularly travel along Stockbridge 
Road in Timsbury will probably have noticed that 
building work has been going on in the new Band 
Hall (old Timsbury WI Hall). We have just completed 
phase one of the planned renovations and are 
delighted with the results. The main hall has now 
been partitioned to provide a reception area with 
separate Music Library/storeroom, with double doors 
opening in to the main rehearsal room. The flat-
roofed kitchen and toilet area has been completely 
gutted and refurbished to provide a kitchen and 
committee room with new ladies and gents toilets - a 
huge relief, (pardon the pun), to our arachnophobic 
lady players who no longer have to brave cobwebs 
and spiders to visit the loo! The addition of roof 
insulation and new ceilings has made this area more 
hospitable all round. Phase two, planned to start as 
soon as funds allow, will be the fitting of a new
heating system so that winter rehearsals can take 
place without the need for coats, scarves and gloves. 
The final phase will be replacing the windows and 

upgrading the exterior to provide a secure parking 
area with lighting.
I have been doing some research into the WW2 

'graffiti' scratched into the brickwork of the new Band 
Hall and have found out that the men of 'B' 
Company, The Cape Breton Highlanders from Nova 
Scotia, Canada were responsible for it. They were 
billeted in Michelmersh and Timsbury during
February and March 1943, with their HQ in Timsbury 
Manor. The men noted it was a particularly 
comfortable billet, as the Manor had been recently 
renovated and 'steam heating' installed! I would love 
to hear from anyone with memories or 
information about 'our' Canadians as we are planning 
to include a feature on them in our Remembrance 
Concert in the URC on 1st November. Also I would 
be pleased to hear from anyone who might still be in 
contact with a chap called Peter Crew, who as a child 
lived at the Rectory in Michelmersh during the war -
possibly as an evacuee. Peter has posted his 
memories on the Cape Breton Highlanders website 
and currently lives in Lincolnshire.
We would like to invite you all to come along to 
see the changes we have made so far at an Open 
Afternoon on Sunday 11th October from 2.30 -
5.00 pm. We will be serving complimentary tea, 
coffee and cakes and hope to see as many of you 
as possible on the day.

Claire Topp

Mark Oliver Plumbing & Heating

Oil Boiler Servicing by

Your Local OFTEC Registered Technician
* * * * * * * * * * *                     * * * * * * * * * * *

Aga Most makes & models Serviced    Rayburn
Grant ~ Thermecon ~ Warmflow ~ Boulter ~ Worchester ~ Clyde

~ Myson ~ Wilson ~ Trianco   ~    Plus many more!

All Domestic Plumbing undertaken - Oil Boiler upgrades -
replacement pumps, valves, tanks, cylinders, Bathrooms

Renewable solar energy

All your plumbing projects & problems solved
New builds & plumbing restorations

All calls answered personally during office hours

Office;  02380 47 2325   Mobile; 07743 386 540
Free estimates ~ No call out charge

www.moliverplumbing.co.uk
Don’t take my word for it - See what my customers say at Checkatrade

Fully vetted - Monitored & Recommended

I cover the distribution area of this magazine
No gas, LPG or Solid fuel servicing undertaken
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FOOTBALL
By the time you read this Newsletter, the season for 
both the Club’s Junior & Senior Sections will be 
under way.  Training for all ages will continue on 
the Rec. throughout the season, weather 
permitting, and new players of all abilities would be 
welcomed.
“CASINO EVENING” – 14 NOV 09
A fun event, run strictly in accordance with licensing 
and gaming legislation!
“ST. ANDREW’S DAY SOCIAL” – 28 NOV 09
A member has won a piper and, not knowing what 
else to do with him, has “donated” him to the Club 
for a Scots-flavoured social.  Should be fun!
USE OF THE PAVILION
The clubroom in the Sports Pavilion comfortably 
seats fifty persons, and can be partly extended to 
seat seventy, and fully extended to seat ninety.   
Standing, the limit set by the Fire Authority is 147.   
Members are reminded the facility is an ideal venue 
for family parties, post-christening receptions, post-
funeral dittos, all of which and more have been held 
there.  The bar may be used by all attendees of 
such events.
PARISH FOOTBALL MATCH - CASUALS
Any-one interested in playing in a Michelmersh v.
Timsbury football match, along the lines of the 
annual cricket challenge?  Also, any-one interested 
in playing perhaps once a month in a re-born 
Casuals XI?  Players currently registered to play in 
men’s football would need to be excluded, unless 

aged over, say, 40 years; and matches would need 
to be on a Sunday morning.
ON A SLIGHTLY RELATED BUT INTERESTING 
SUBJECT
It’s not widely known that the Braishfield Platoon of 
the Home Guard was assembled in front of “our” 
pavilion for the photograph hanging in the public-
bar of the Newport Inn.   At least, there is every 
reason to believe that was the case – which is the 
justification for the “slightly related” part of the 
caption!
The “interesting” bit is that two photographs have 
come to light - and await publication in a future 
Newsletter - of, the donor believes, the 
Michelmersh Platoon of the Home Guard.   One 
shows a platoon that certainly included men from 
Michelmersh & Timsbury, the other the same men 
together with another platoon, sixty-nine men in all.   
That other platoon is quite clearly the Braishfield 
Platoon, as the photograph in The Newport reveals.   
Possibly the two platoons formed a small company.
There is no indication on the photographs of where 
and when they were taken, but Bernard, landlord of 
The Newport for many years and a member of the 
Braishfield Platoon, was certain they were taken in 
1943, but thought they were taken in Romsey.   It is 
just possible the pavilion on Romsey’s Playing 
Fields in 1943, in Alma Road, was identical to that 
on Timsbury Rec. – but more likely he was 
mistaken!

Robin Goodland 01794 368849

SPORTS CLUB NEWS
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VIEWFINDERS OF ROMSEY CAMERA CLUB

This is the start of the new club year, and I hope that 
some of you were able to visit our annual exhibition 
in Stockbridge, held on 22 and 23 August in 
Stockbridge Town Hall.  
The club year opens with its usual weekly meetings 
at the Jubilee Hall, but the main event this 
September is our 40th anniversary celebration.  For 
this, we are hosting a very exciting evening, with 
world renowned photographer, Tom Mackie, coming 
to the Crosfield Hall in Romsey on Saturday 26 
September.  His presentation will start at 7.30pm 
and tickets are �6 - they are available by e-mailing 
viewfinders@hotmail.co.uk or by telephoning 01264  
361185  or 01264  860386.  Please come along and 
join us for our celebration - I’m sure you will have an 
enjoyable evening. 
Tom Mackie’s images cover a variety of subjects but 
his great love is landscape photography.  However, 
his are landscapes with a difference, with his bold 
use of colour and light producing stunning images. 
In Tom’s words: “My aim from the first was to 
develop a clearly defined style of my own: by 
simplifying images down to their basic elements, I 
consciously attempt to give my compositions more 
power.”4 185 or
I have included for you here a photograph of Tom 
Mackie out enjoying his photography, and some of 
his images can be seen on the poster in the Jubilee 
Hall.  All our meetings are held in the Jubilee Hall on 
Tuesdays, starting at 7.30pm - please come along to 
any that interest you.

Programme September - October 2009  
1 September: “Wigan 10 Exposed”, images taken 
by one of the most successful clubs in England
8 September: Members evening “Entering digital 
images in competitions” led by Jill and Mark 
Koernich
15 September: Print of the Year trophies judged by 
Rosie Armes
22 September: “Three years in the Dark” – a print 
lecture by John Tilsley 

26 September: “An Evening with Tom Mackie”, held 
to celebrate our 40th anniversary, in the Crosfield 
Hall, Romsey
29 September:  Digital Trophies of the Year –
judged by Bill Aven

6 October: The Audio Visual Group’s latest 
sequences
13 October:  Assessment of members’ prints and 
digital images, judged by Geoff Roberts
20 October:  ‘Someone Has To Do It’ – a digital 
lecture by Paul Sansome
27 October: Panel Trophy for Prints – judged by 
Barry Day

Margaret Kirby Publicity Officer

HELPING HANDS   

Holding an event or party but don't want to be 'slaving in the kitchen' or, even worse, spending the night clearing up 
after your guests? For an affordable solution, hire us! We can offer canape/ buffet food preparation with 

waitressing services to enable you to enjoy your party.

We are two local, Timsbury girls, Emily Holloway-Smith and Kitty Chivers.

For more details, please contact us on 
07765941900 or 07840081464
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OLD  MICHELMERSH  FARM  TRUST

Our Autumn working party will be held on the morning of Saturday 19th September at the Barns in Michelmersh 
starting at 9:30 am. This will ensure that they are looking good for the Harvest Supper which takes place on the 
following Saturday.
We welcome members of the OMFT and also anyone else who would like to come and help. Tea/coffee and 
biscuits will be provided. Please bring strong gloves and any tools suitable for digging, weeding, bramble cutting 
and raking etc.
For further information, or to become a member, please contact: 

Tony Roberts: Tel. 368387 email tony.roberts@freenet.co.uk or
Elaine Roberts:  elaine.roberts@cielec.com

SAMARITAN’S PURSE – OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 2009

“The power of a simple gift” 
Last year two sisters Pella (6) and Shulan (4) from a 
refugee camp in Kosova received boxes and were 
delighted with them. Their father said they live on 65 
euros a month and could not afford to buy such gifts 
as the ones they received in their shoeboxes, so 
thank you for bringing smiles to children such as 
these.
This year’s campaign for shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child is well underway with new leaflets 
and resources available, if you would like to order 
your own resources please do so on the website 
www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk or ring the 
helpline  0870 011 2002.  The theme this year is 
shoeboxes “bursting with joy” so why not start 
collecting shoeboxes and all the wonderful gifts to fill 
them with? Local drop-off points will be operating as 
usual at Choice Plants, Timsbury and Oasis in 
Romsey. There will be a special shoebox service for 

Romsey Deanery, in Romsey Abbey, on Sunday 22 
November, at 3:00 pm and we look forward to a 
wonderful celebration of this fantastic project.
Leaflets are available at Choice Plants, Timsbury 
and Oasis in Romsey with full shoebox details. 
Thank you again for all your support and keep on 
knitting all those valuable hats, gloves and scarves, 
knitting patterns can be found on the website 
www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk/pages/knitting-
operation-christmas-child
Thank you for your support.

For further information please contact Mary Savage 
01794 367908
savage@choiceplants.freeserve.co.uk
if you are interested in helping as a volunteer  
please contact Margaret Griffin
07982 804415

margaret.griffin55@hotmail.co.uk
.

J & P AIRPORT TRANSFERS
AIRPORTS AND LONG DISTANCE JOURNEYS

COMPETETIVE RATES

SERVICE AT ITS BEST

17 years of Airport & Sea Port Transfers
No excess for unsocial hrs, parking or waiting

Our price guaranteed on booking

TEL/FAX 01794 513340   MOBILE 07971 363250
James@allenjames.orangehome.co.uk
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September/October 2009
The Village Website carries updated information: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

Main Hampshire school holidays:
Autumn Half Term 26 Oct ~ 30 Oct, Christmas Holiday 21 Dec ~ 1 Jan

Details of Church Services see Page 7
also in the United Benefice magazine ‘Five Alive’ available from all churches  

and the Village Website: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Please submit entries for the November/December 2009 Issue before Friday 9th October

The Editor would like to express his appreciation & thanks to Peta Hunt for proof reading 
and Jane Finnimore and all her team for Distribution.

Every effort is made to ensure that diary details are correct when compiled but confirmation should be obtained from event organisers. 
All advertisements & contributions to the newsletter are accepted at face value and the Editor cannot vouch for their accuracy.

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor            � Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter 2009

If any reader has knowledge of stories, anecdotes or the history of our village,
the Editor of this newsletter would most appreciate hearing of them for possible future articles.

Please contact me on either 01794 368577 or mike.koscian@btinternet.com

September
Tues 8th 10 – 12 Test Valley Mobile Police Office Jubilee Hall CP
Mon 14th 7.30pm Hort Soc – South Africa in the Spring Jubilee Hall
Thurs 17th 1.00pm Jubilee Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Wed 23rd 7.30 pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall
Sat 26th 6.45pm Friends of Michelmersh Church – Harvest Supper The Barns

October
Fri 2nd 7:30pm Quiz + Fish & Chip Supper Jubilee Hall
Mon 12th 7.30pm Hort Soc – From Gardener to Grandee at 

Chatsworth
Jubilee Hall

Tues 13th 10 – 12 Test Valley Mobile Police Office Jubilee Hall CP
Thurs 15th 1.00pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Thurs 15th 7.30pm Friends of Michelmersh Church - The Nuffield 

Theatre, behind the scenes
The Barns

Sat 17th 9.30am Church & Churchyard Autumn clean St Mary’s Church
Sat 17th 6.00pm Pumpkin and Halloween Show Bear & Ragged 

Staff
Weds 28th 7.30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall

November December

Mon 9th Hort Soc Mon 14th Hort Soc
Thurs 12th Friends Thurs 17th Lunch Club
Thurs 19th Lunch Club Thurs 24th Carol Service
Weds 25th Parish Council
Sat 26th Fish Supper for St Andrews


