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See page 14

VILLAGE INFORMATION

Police
Phone 101 

08450 45 45 45 (Ask for the Force Enquiry Centre)
For urgent calls ONLY use 999 

Churches: 
St Mary’s Michelmersh
St Andrew’s Timsbury

Rector: The Revd Canon Bruce Kington 368335

Parish Council
Clerk: Peter Buist 368061

Chairman: Bob Davis  368118
WEBSITE:  www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

Test Valley Borough Council
Romsey 527700 : Andover 01264 368000

Web site: www.testvalley.gov.uk
TVBC Councillor Tony Ward 01794 389649

Email: cllrtward@testvalley.gov.uk

HCC County Councillor
Andrew Gibson 01264 861138
MP Sandra Gidley MP: 511900

Jubilee Hall 368976 : Warden/Bookings 368492 : 
Tree Warden Mr B Raines 368435

Items for the Newsletter for January – February 2010 before Monday 7th December please.
Contributions to the Editor at: The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane, Timsbury, SO51 0NW 

or preferably email:- mike.koscian@btinternet.com
The Newsletter is produced for the Parish Council and distributed by volunteers every two months

For information contact the Editor, Mike Koscian Tel: 01794 368577

St Mary’s Michelmersh Flowers
Mrs Sue Holden has now moved to Romsey and is no longer 

able to manage the St Mary’s Flower Rota. Someone is needed to 
take this over. Anyone interested in managing the rota or in 

helping with St Mary’s flowers should contact
Mrs Sue Holden on 01794 523666
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Romsey 
District Cars 

Will get you were you want to be!!

Unique Text Service
Comfortable 4 and 6 Seat Vehicles

Airports
Heathrow From Ä59.00
Gatwick From Ä70.00

Book now on the following Numbers

01794 342322
07891 169549

E-mail: info@romseydistrictcars.co.uk

Painter and Decorator
S.J.OXENHAM
4 Chartwell Close

Allbrook, Eastleigh SO50 4PZ
Tel:02380 611673

One Man Business

Established (1967)

Interior/Exterior

No Job Too Small

Estimates without obligation

Reliable Local Tradesman

Oil Boiler Specialists

 Installation, Servicing and Repairs.
 OFTEC Registered.
 Oil Tank Replacement.

All Plumbing And Heating, From A Tap Washer, 
To Full Central Heating.

 Power-Flushing
 Solar Heating
 Underfloor Heating
 Full Bathroom Installation
 Over 25 Years Experience

Personal Training and Sports 
Massage on your doorstep with 
Will Power Personal Training.

Home training or Gym training

General fitness, weight loss, 
Core work and gate analysis

Free consultation followed by very 
competitive rates for individual 

or block bookings

For more information please call 
Will Murphy 

(ba hons, REPS level 3) 

on 07525253299
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EDITORIAL

Here we are with the Christmas issue of the Newsletter, doesn’t time fly when you’re enjoying yourself. I 
think I must have somehow missed the BBQ Summer we were promised! Everyone seemed to have a 
great time at the Village Quiz on the 2nd October. Together we raised �230 for the Jubilee Hall funds –
Well done! If you didn’t go to the Pumpkin Show or even if you did, see it on YouTube.
Don’t forget that on the 17th November Viewfinders are holding their annual Fund Raising event towards 
the Jubilee Hall Funds. It is titled - Before Cinema ‘A Thrill in the Dark’ through the Magic Lantern -
presented by Stan Roberts. Saint Andrew’s Church is celebrating its Patron Saint with a Fish Supper and 
talk on the 28th November – Please try and go along.
I have been informed that the Mobile Police Office has not always been at its regular second Tuesday 
slot in the Jubilee Hall car park. This has been due to other official commitments for PC John Viney.  It is 
hoped to return to its regular slot from December.
Don’t forget the MSB Christmas Concert is in the Jubilee Hall on the 18th December.
Finally, I know it’s early but a Happy Christmas to you all.

Mike Koscian

BYGONE DAYS

Mr & Mrs Lionel Evans.

In the middle of the 1990s when I was in the 
process of writing the current booklet about 
Michelmersh church, my then sister in law came 
down from her home in Scotland and read the 
draft.
She went home and a while later phoned in a 
state of excitement to say that her friend Mrs 
Jan Simpson, who lived near Stirling, had told 
her that her great grandfather, the Revd Canon 
Gore Browne, had been rector of Michelmersh 
from 1884 – 1913. Also, that I would be sent a 
whole load of information about the Gore 
Brownes. What a coincidence and from such a 
distance too.
The Gore Brownes only had one daughter, 
Margaret who, in 1910, married Mr Lionel 

Evans. Amongst the papers that came from Jan 
Simpson was this photo which she described as 
“My grandparents showing off.” Whilst the date 
is unknown it was probably taken shortly after 
their marriage when motorcycles would have 
been relatively new and certainly a novelty in 
rural Michelmersh. Just as well that the young 
Margaret Evans’s skirt didn’t get caught up in 
the spokes for then she wouldn’t have lived, as 
she did, until 1978.
Margaret so regretted being an only child that 

she went on to have 7 children of her own, one 
of whom was the parent to Mrs Jan Simpson.

John Chambers

Village Weather

Average Overnight 
Temperature

Minimum Overnight 
Temperature

Average Day Time 
Temperature

Maximum Day 
Time Temperature

Rainfall
mm

August 14 9 22.4 26 32
September 10.7 5 19.2 24 33
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THE FRIENDS OF MICHELMERSH CHURCH

Another well attended Harvest Festival Supper was 
held at The Barns on the 26th September. Diners 
were well fed by Catherine Pritchard and her many 
assistant chef’s and helpers. Thanks are also due to 
all those that prepared the Barns in advance and 
returned it to it’s former state much later. A 
successful raffle was organised by Jane Finnemore 
assisted by John Hunt as caller.

The next event is on Thursday 12th November at 
7.30p.m. This is a General Meeting, followed by
‘Training Dogs for the Disabled’ a talk by Alison 

Bailey of Canine Partners for Independence. As 
Alison will be bringing a puppy with her this will be a 
chance for you to have a cuddle with it.

If you have never attended a Friends meeting 
before, then this would be a good evening to come 
along and meet old and new friends! 

Finally at 8.00 pm on Christmas Eve we have our 
annual Carol Service in the Barns.

David Simmonds Chairman 

Michelmersh & Timsbury Parish Council

Could you be our Parish Clerk?

Our Parish Clerk, Peter Buist, is retiring in the near future and we are seeking a 
new Clerk to take over from the beginning of January.

Duties include attending Parish Council meetings, preparing agendas, minutes and 
accounts, dealing with correspondence and advising councillors on procedural 
matters.  

We need someone with good administrative and IT skills and access to a PC, printer and the internet. 
Some knowledge of the legal and financial procedures relating to Parish Councils would be useful, but 
training is available. A friendly manner, sense of humour and a strong interest in the local community 
are essential.

The job is part time (about 8 hours per week, on average) and home-based.

Salary is negotiable. 

There are more details, including a full job description, on the Village Website at 
michelmershandtimsbury.org

To discuss the job informally please call the Chairman, Bob Davis, on 01794 368118.  

Formal applications should be made by email to Peter Buist at peterbuist@aol.com by Friday 13th

November

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY CARE GROUP

If you need a lift to your appointment with the doctor, dentist or hospital we are here to help

Jane Finnimore    368349        Johanna Koscian         368577       Mary Lees 368718
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A big thank you to all those people who so generously contributed to the ‘Action For Children’ door to door collection. A grand 
total of �599.02 was collected. If any of you were missed and wish to contribute please contact Gordon Clewer on 368092.

MICHELMERSH AND TIMSBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

14th September 
Chairman Jane Chambers put on record her thanks to 
Wendy Thorpe and her team for the success of the 
Annual Show. She then introduced Carol Watson who 
showed us “South Africa in the Spring and the 
Flowers of the Western Cape and Namaqualand.” As 
a member of Winchester Photographic Society her 
images were a tribute to her skills with the camera.
It is the only country in the world with an entire plant 
kingdom inside its borders: the Cape Floristic Kingdom. 
It contains some 8,600 species, 68% of them endemic. 
The Cape Peninsula alone boasts more plant species 
than the whole of Great Britain.
The Cape in the spring is a breathtaking sight, but even 
more astonishing is Namaqualand . Dry, rocky and 
desert-like for the rest of the year, it yields its floral 
wealth for a short few weeks in the spring in dazzling 
sheets of colour. 
Carol’s visit started at Cape Town exploring the 
mountain and peninsular and with her husband then 
drove north-west to Stellenbosch. Amongst other areas 
they visited were Darling Village where the town's wild 
flower splendour is undoubtedly its biggest attraction. A 
wide range of bulbous plants and other annuals make 
up its floral wealth. For the largest part of the year, the 
veldt is dominated by a few perennial shrubs. In the 
spring, more than 1000 species of flowering plants 
emerge. This astonishing variety makes the region 
unique. Carol’s descriptions of their travels were much 
enjoyed by the thirty plus members present. 
The Flower Arrangement competition following the 
talk: “A jug of Flowers” was won by Wendy Thorpe. Sue 
Pritchett-Brown came second with Ann Dowland third 
whilst Jill Tyler’s entry was highly commended.

PPB
12th October 

From Gardener to Grandee - Joseph Caxton at 
Chatsworth
Rosina Brandham treated us to an inside look at the life 
of Joseph Paxton part one. He was born in 1803 the 
last of eight children to a farm labourer. By the age of 
23 he was Head Gardener to the 6th Duke of 
Devonshire. He had previously worked in the 
Horticultural Society Gardens in London. As the new 
Head Gardener the first thing Paxton did was to change 
the building that had been used for exotic plants making 
it more into a greenhouse as opposed to an orangery by 
using more glass to let in more light. There were 22 
different greenhouses in the kitchen garden and Paxton 
grew the first fruiting banana plant in England.

In 1844, to impress an expected visitor of the Duke, 
Joseph Paxton designed and constructed in 13 weeks 
the highest ever gravity fed jetting fountain. A huge 
reservoir at the back of the house had to be constructed 
and miles of pipe work laid to make this possible. This 
can still be viewed today as the fountain jets water 
nearly 300ft into the air every day at 4.00pm and is 
known as the Emperor Fountain, for the Tsar 
unfortunately who had to cancel his visit.
The Duke had an avenue of Monkey Puzzle trees and 
experimented with many plants from abroad including 
Aspidistra, Fuchsia, Salvia and Verbena. However the 
Duke was fanatical about orchids and he funded a plant 
hunting expedition to India and the Far East led by John 
Gibson. A new hot house was required to show off 
these amazing flowers and Paxton although he had no 
architectural training designed a Stove (hot house) that 
was larger and more innovative than any previously 
known. It was to cost �36,000! Five acres of land had 
to be cleared as the Stove was to cover more than an 
acre. A new road at the back of the house had to be 
made so that the front windows would not see the 
comings and goings of the workmen. In 1847 the 
Queen visited Chatsworth to view its gardens and the 
new Great Stove, which the Victorians likened to a 
glass jewel box. It was illuminated by 12,000 oil lamps 
and the Queens carriage drove through its double doors 
to view the plants inside which were kept warm by 8 
subterranean boilers. Unfortunately this magnificent 
building had to be demolished in 1920 as money 
became tighter and fewer men could be found to work 
in the gardens. It was a cruel twist of fate that a relative 
of Joseph Paxton’s was the one to blow it up with 
200lbs of explosive.
Paxton had become The Dukes right hand man and 
worked at Chatsworth for over 23 years. He was a man 
of true vision and we are now looking forward to part 
two of this man's life which includes the building of The 
Crystal Palace !

- Wendy Thorpe

Our next talk will be on 9th November “English 
Wine” by Roger Marchbank, Deputy Chairman of the 
UK vineyards Association and then the Christmas 
Party for the traditional festivities on Monday December 
14th and tickets have been on sale for a few weeks.
January 2010 we shall have a talk “The World of 
Pulmanaria and Gallanthus” by Garden Historian 
Jennifer Harmer.

Please note the phone number for the Bear and Ragged Staff in the Village Directory is incorrect.
It should read 368602
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Dear Friends,

When I was in my teens, the great fear that hovered over most people was the fear of a nuclear war. This came 
to climax in the confrontation between the United States and Russia over the issue of missiles for Cuba. As 
warships of the Soviet Union and America met, it was as though the whole world was holding its breath; when the 
Russians turned round and headed for home, a great sigh of relief seemed to echo around the world. 

Today, the cause of fear may have changed and the circumstances are perhaps more unpredictable, but a sense 
of fear remains for many. Particularly in this time of financial stringency, fear of the future and of redundancy is 
especially strong. But there are other fears also. In my own work, I am regularly approached by people who are 
deeply interested in the Christian Faith but for whom fear – of what others might think; of losing friends; of being 
considered to be either crazy or a fanatic – prevents that last step of trust in Jesus which he calls from us. 

So what can we do about this sort of fear? As one might expect, the Bible has plenty to say in encouraging us to 
trust rather than to fear. Some people are fearful of even thinking about God and his relationship with us; that the 
possibility of following Jesus is too hard, too difficult.  What does the Bible say? “Taste and see that the Lord is 
good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in him.” (Psalm 34.8) That is how easy it is to make a decision to be 
one of Christ’s people. Interestingly, the Psalmist goes on from these words of encouragement to turn fear from 
something corrosive to something positive: “Fear the Lord, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing. 
The lions may grow weak and hungry, but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.”

Other people are fearful of the consequences of becoming a committed Christian. What will people say? Will I 
lose my friends? Will it affect my work colleagues? God, speaking through his servant Isaiah, has a wonderful 
promise of encouragement to such people: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; 
you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you. When you walk through the fire, you will not 
be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I am the Lord, your God…you are precious and honoured in my 
sight.” (Isaiah 43.1-4) Notice that God does not promise take our troubles away, but to be with us through them, 
hence “Fear not…

Those last two quotations have come from the Old Testament, but the New Testament also has a lot to say about 
fear. Perhaps most striking are St. John’s words in his first letter: “God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, 
and God in him. In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of 
judgement, because in this world we are like him. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear…We 
love because he first loved us.” (1 John 4.6-19) The future for all of us is unclear and may well be full of pitfalls 
which give rise to fear and anxiety. But to know the “love of God in the face of Jesus Christ” is to discover a 
freedom from fear and a peace “that passes all understanding.”

May God bless you in these days of uncertainty!

Yours sincerely, Bruce Kington, Rector.

ST. MARY'S, MICHELMERSH       ~       ST. ANDREW'S, TIMSBURY
in the United Benefice of Braishfield

Rector: The Revd. Canon Bruce Kington, 
The Rectory, Braishfield

Telephone: 01794 368335
Day off: Tuesday
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CHURCH SERVICES
November/December 2009

St Mary’s, Michelmersh and St Andrew’s, Timsbury
Also All Saints Braishfield, St John’s Farley Chamberlayne and All Saints Awbridge

 Michelmersh Timsbury Braishfield
Farley 

Chamberlayne Awbridge

9.30 am
Morning 
Worship

11.00 am
Morning 
Prayer

8.00 am Holy 
Communion

11.00 am
Family Service

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

November
Sunday 1st

4th Before 
Advent First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 8th

3rd Before 
Advent

6.00 pm
Remembrance 
Service + MS 

Band

11.00 am
Jam Family 

Service

10.50 am
Remembrance 

Service
Start at War 

Memorial

8.00 am
Holy 

Communion & 
Remembrance

10.15am
Remembrance 

Service in 
Awbridge 

School then at 
War Memorial

Sunday 15th

2nd Before 
Advent

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

8.00 am
Holy 

Communion

6.00 pm
Evening 
Prayer

11.00 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

Sunday 22nd

Christ The King
8.00 am

Holy 
Communion

6.00 pm
Evening 
Prayer

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am
Family

Worship
Sunday 29th 

C Begins Today
6.00 pm

UB Advent 
Carols

9.30 am
UB Holy 

Communion

9.30 am
Morning 
Worship

11.00 am
Morning 
Prayer

8.00 am Holy 
Communion

9.30 am 
Family Service

6.00 pm 
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

December
Sunday 6th

Advent 2
First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 13th

Advent 3
6.00pm

Holy 
Communion

11.00 am
Christingle 

Service with 
Jam Club

9:30 am
Morning Prayer 

8.00 am
Holy 

Communion

9.30 am
Morning 
Worship

Sunday 20th

Advent 4
6.30 pm

Carol Service

8.00 am
Holy 

Communion

6.00 pm
Carol Service

4.00 pm
Carol Service

4.00 pm
Carol Service 

with 
Christingle

Thursday 24th 

Christmas Eve 11.15 pm
Holy 

Communion

6.00 pm
Carol Service

4.00 pm
Christingle 

Service
11.15 pm

Holy 
Communion

11.15 pm
Holy 

Communion

Friday 25th 

Christmas Day
9.00 am

Holy 
Communion

10.00 am
Family Service

11.15 am
Holy 

Communion

10.00 am
Family Service

Sunday 27th

1st of Christmas

9.30 am
The Crib and 

the Cross - UB

 Michelmersh Timsbury Braishfield Farley 
Chamberlayne Awbridge



Details are 
understood to 

be correct when 
printed.



COMPLETE
UP TO DATE 
DETAILS OF 
ANY LAST 
MINUTE 

CHANGES TO 
SERVICES, CAN 

BE FOUND IN 
THE UNITED 
BENEFICE 
MAGAZINE

‘FIVE ALIVE’ 
AVAILABLE 
FROM ALL 

CHURCHES, 
PUBLISHED 
BI-MONTHLY 

& THE VILLAGE 
WEBSITE





Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter – Nov – Dec 2009

8

JUBILEE HALL

After a quiet summer, with just a few parties and 
Brownie pack holidays the hall is back into full 
swing.  It is used every weekday, morning, afternoon 
and evening on most days.  The Michelmersh 
Jubilee Hall is a charity and as such the committee 
of 10 are its trustees, with the support of our 
warden, Sarah Medley.  Sarah takes the bookings, 
and collects the payments, and cleans, gets 
workmen in when necessary and keeps an eye on 
things generally.  Thank you Sarah!
That brings me to a plea – for help, nothing 
particular, but if you are interested in helping, a bit of 
sorting of cupboards, tidying the site, mending and 
fixing when it is not necessary to get professional 
help, let us know.  We can call you when we need 
you or why not come along to the AGM and meet 
the committee on Wednesday 13th January at 
7:30pm, in the committee room.  We promise not to 
press-gang you onto the committee – at least not 
immediately!

Fund-raising is another part of the job.  On the 2nd

October we held a Quiz and Fish & Chip Supper.  60 
people came along, most bringing their brain with 
them, but others just came along to have fun.  It was 
a fun evening, helped along by a new (to us) quiz 
team of Nigel and Ann Fox.  They were good, Ann 
kept score, and Nigel bombarded us with questions 
– on subjects as diverse as M&S ladies underwear 
and TV themes played backwards – it didn’t seem to 
make a lot of difference to the theme from Dr Who!  
Jane ran a very successful raffle, so together with 
the profit from ticket sales, there was a good boost 
to  the funds  (If you won the plant-pot covers, and 
wonder where they went – I have them, give me a 
ring!)
Look out for the Annual Pantomime/Christmas Show 
from Forest Forge.  This year it is Ashputtel – The 
Cinderella Story. There will only be 100 tickets –
don’t be disappointed. Call to book your places.

Kath Davis,  368118

You are invited to

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY JUBILEE HALL

AGM
to be held on

Wednesday 13th January

at 7:30pm

in the Hall Committee Room

FOREST FORGE THEATRE COMPANY
at

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY
JUBILEE HALL

ASHPUTTEL – The Cinderella Story

Thursday 7th January at 7:30pm

The Christmas show is a beautiful version of Ashputtel by the Brothers’ 
Grimm. An exciting piece of storytelling with actor-musicians and puppets, 
the play will give you an insight into the original story that became 
Cinderella.
Tickets are limited, last year all were sold by the end of November – don’t 
be disappointed.

Kath Davis 368118 or John Hunt 368745
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TIMSBURY PRESCHOOL - LOOKING BACK ON OUR YEAR

As the Autumn term begins we look back on the 
2008/09 academic year at Timsbury Preschool. The 
children enjoyed many and varied activities during 
the year including a visit from the local Constable, 
making bread and their own Christmas cakes, 
growing vegetables in pots and all sorts of rich 
learning experiences. Preschool children also 
created a beautiful garden mural, which has been 
printed onto brushed steel and will be hung on the 
shed outside the back of the Hall.
Our fundraising efforts last year enabled us to invest 
in some new equipment new drawers, a mat, digital 
camera and printer, and, put aside money for 
fencing the proposed Community Gardens at the 
back of the Village Hall.
The teachers at Preschool continue to work very 
hard to implement the new Early Years Curriculum. 
One of these changes involves the children being 
offered free choice during session times. We have 
been asked to provide a safe outside area so the 
children are able to extend their play and learning 
outdoors as, and when, they choose.
As we have spoken with increasing numbers of 
people, the project has evolved from a fenced area 
into a Community Garden. The emphasis is on 
having a space accessible to all. An area which will 
beautify the back of our Village Hall, offer easy 
access to the hall and garden for wheelchairs and 
prams and, to be enjoyed by young and old.
The plan below, developed by local Landscape 
Architect, Helen Palmer, shows how the area would 
look. The 4 metre wide gates opening onto the field 

would be permanently open when Preschool is not 
in session to enable access for all. When Preschool 
is in session the gates would be locked ensuring a 
safe place for the children to play.
Other highlights of the garden plans include 
 4 seats to rest, or view the sports field
 A nature area with bird boxes, a wild flower 

cove and feeding tables
 A patio offering seating at one end and access 

for prams and wheelchairs at the other 
 Lots of lovely lawn space accented by paving 

stones set flush into the grass in a circle to 
give the area shape

We are now at the stage of requesting formal 
permission from the Parish Council to begin work. At 
the same time we are looking at ways to raise 
money to cover the remaining cost of the garden 
e.g. seating, the patio area, planting and paving 
stones. A maintenance plan is being put together to 
ensure the area is well cared for in years to come.
We would like to say a very big thank you to all 
those who have contributed to and supported the 
project. People have been very generous with their 
time, in sharing thoughts and ideas, pledging gifts of 
money, plants and soil. 
Moving towards Christmas now, Preschool 
children and their parents look forward to the Nativity 
Play and Christmas party before breaking up for 
Christmas on the 11th of December. We wish 
everyone a very, very Happy Christmas.

Sue Leadbetter
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HERON  INTERIORS

All Soft Furnishing requirements
catered for

Curtains/Loose Covers/
Blinds/Valances/Pelmets/etc

Wide range of fabrics available
Home visits

Competitive prices

THE HERONS, ROMSEY
01794 368355

James Harrap 
Computers

Fully qualified IT Teacher
Support in your home or office

No call out 
charge.

Competitive 
rates.

- Troubleshooting PC faults
- Support using your computer

- New PC systems
- Broadband & wireless setup
- Upgrades and accessories

Call now to chat about your requirements 
with your local IT professional.

01794 370069
www.jamesharrap.co.uk

Mark
Penn-Newman

HIGH QUALITY
INTERIOR AND

EXTERIOR
LOCAL

PAINTER
Telephone:

01794 884796
Mobile:

07810480274

Maree Welch MCSP SRP BMAS

A friendly personal private service 
available at
ALMA RD SURGERY, ROMSEY





Joint/spinal mobilization,




Massage, muscle injuries,




Acupuncture, 




Electrotherapy.




Whiplash, headaches.




Sports Injury rehabilitation

Self or GP referrals.

Email: maree.welch@tiscali.co.uk
Phone:01794 513422
Mob: 07763466629
Member of Chartered Society of 
Physiotherapists.
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MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Planning Matters
The Parish Council only had a couple of applications 
to consider in September. The first was from Banner 
Homes for four 4000 litre Calor Gas storage tanks to 
be installed underground at the old Redland Tile 
Works site, now being referred to as Casbrook Fields. 
The Council objected to the application on the 
grounds that as there was a natural gas supply 
available from Rudd Lane, there was no justification; 
there would be an increase in heavy traffic if allowed 
and there were concerns about safety. The second 
was for a replacement dwelling at Robertha, Hill View 
Road to which the Council raised no objection. 
The plans determined by Test Valley included 
permission for a replacement dwelling at Squirrels 
Lodge, Rudd Lane; permission for a replacement 
dwelling at Cranbrooke, Stockbridge Road; consent 
to prune an ash tree an Mannyngham Way; 
permission to erect a storage building at the Shop, 
New Road and no objection to the crown reduction of 
five silver birch trees at Haccups Point.
Recreation Ground Floodlights
The Parish Council was alerted to the fact that the 
Sports Club was erecting floodlighting at the 
Recreation Ground. Having considered this, it was 
decided that formal permission to install the lighting 
must be made to the Parish Council. Until the 
permission was received and considered, the Club 
were asked not to use the lights. The Council will be 
hoping to consider the request at the meeting on 28 
October.
Recreation Ground Lease
The offer of a lease to the Sports Club to replace the 
existing licence, comes a step closer with the 
instructions to solicitors to prepare a draft lease.
Pre-school Mural & Community Garden
The Pre-school children had created a number of 
paintings that had been combined to create a mural. 

The Parish Council have agreed that the mural can 
be mounted on the wall of the store building on the 
Recreation Ground. The Pre-school Group are also 
active in trying to establish a community garden 
outside the patio doors of the Jubilee Hall. Having 
obtained agreement from the hall management 
committee, they presented a case and plan for the 
area to the September meeting of the Parish Council. 
The Council will formally consider the matter at their 
next full meeting in October.
Bridleway 5
The Parish Council are not satisfied with the 
response from Hampshire County Council on the 
access to the Banner Homes development via 
bridleway 5. A meeting between the Council and the 
County Council has now been sought to try and 
resolve the matter.
Parish Council Meetings
Meetings of the Parish Council will take place on 28 
October and 25 November. Meetings are normally 
held in the Jubilee Hall and start at 7.30 p.m.. 
Parishioners are invited to attend and may speak in 
the “Open Period” at the start of the meeting. 
Agendas for the meetings are posted on the Parish 
notice boards (at the Jubilee Hall and at the top of 
New Road) and on the village web site, 
www.michelmershandtimsbury.org . 
And finally...
Having been the Parish Clerk for seven years, the 
itch has set in and I will be giving up the job at the 
end of December. Elsewhere in the Newsletter you 
will see an advertisement for a new Clerk. I feel I may 
be required to do one more report for the newsletter 
before I finally go and hopefully I can announce my 
successor then.

Peter Buist  Parish Clerk
peterbuist@aol.com 01794 368061

St Andrew’s Day Fish Supper
Saturday 28th November
8pm at the Jubilee Hall

Come and join us for a delicious, locally sourced, 3 course supper.
Bring you own drinks.

�10 per person

Guest speaker and raffle.

Why not book a table and create your own party to support this fund raising event for St Andrew’s Church, 
Timsbury.

Tickets available from:
Clarissa Smith  367134 or Catherine Baker  368364
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MICHELMERSH SILVER BAND

I hope you took the opportunity to come to our Open 
Day and see the changes made to the new Band 
Hall.  There is wartime graffiti scratched into the 
brickwork of the porch by Canadian troops in 1943. I 
decided to do some research to discover exactly who 
our Canadian troops might have been.
CBH stands for the Cape Breton Highlanders from 
Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia, Canada. On 24th

November CBH arrived at Maida Vale Barracks in 
Aldershot for two years of battle training to provide 
infantry support to the 5th Canadian Armoured 
Division. 
In February and March 1943, as part of Operation 
Spartan, the Canadians arrived in this area to 
prepare for embarkation to Europe. Their 
headquarters was set up in Timsbury Manor. All the 
Canadian Companies were camped within half a mile 
of the Manor, with this hall used as a canteen. It may 
be that our graffiti was scratched by soldiers queuing 
for their hot meal on a cold March day!
In November 1943 the Cape Breton Highlanders 
embarked for active service in Italy, landing in 
Naples on 10th November as part of 11th Infantry 
Brigade, 5th Canadian Armoured Division. They 
served with the British 8th and the American 5th

Armies until January 1945 when they moved to 
France to join the 1st Canadian Army. The CBH 
moved into the line in Holland and fought there until 
the ceasefire on 5th May 1945.

Of the 100,000 Canadian troops who saw action in Italy, 
6000 were killed and 20,000 injured. The Cape Breton 
Highlanders lost 201 men – a very significant number for a 
small island community. 
Cape Breton is an island off Halifax, Nova Scotia. It has 
strong links to Scotland from where many of the island’s 
population originated. The Cape Breton Highlanders dress 
uniform is the kilt in the Black Watch Tartan. There are 
now around 24 surviving CBH veterans of World War Two. 
 On Wednesday 11th November we will be presenting 

‘HEROES – A CONCERT OF REMEMBRANCE’ in 
the United Reform Church, Romsey. The theme will 
predominantly reflect the conflict in Aghanistan, 
remembering, in music, poetry and readings, the 
sacrifice of those who have lost their lives. In addition, 
the Canadian Army has very kindly provided us with 
the music for the CBH Regimental March. This will be 
played in tribute to ‘our’ Canadian troops. 

 On Tuesday 15th December we will be in the Plaza 
Theatre for our major Christmas Concert. Join us for 
‘SLEIGHRIDE!’ – a roller-coaster ride of Christmas 
music, carol singing and fun with a visit from Santa 
Claus if he is not too busy!

Tickets for both concerts available from the Heritage 
and Visitor Centre, Church Street, Romsey. Tel: 01794 
512987 .
If you have any memories of the Canadian troops 
using new Band Hall I would be very interested in 
hearing them to add to this history. Please contact me 
on 01794 501167 or e mail to claire_topp@hotmail.com

Thank you, Claire Topp

Mark Oliver Plumbing & Heating

Oil Boiler Servicing by

Your Local OFTEC Registered Technician
* * * * * * * * * * *                     * * * * * * * * * * *

Aga Most makes & models Serviced    Rayburn
Grant ~ Thermecon ~ Warmflow ~ Boulter ~ Worchester ~ Clyde

~ Myson ~ Wilson ~ Trianco   ~    Plus many more!

All Domestic Plumbing undertaken - Oil Boiler upgrades -
replacement pumps, valves, tanks, cylinders, Bathrooms

Renewable solar energy

All your plumbing projects & problems solved
New builds & plumbing restorations

All calls answered personally during office hours

Office;  02380 47 2325   Mobile; 07743 386 540
Free estimates ~ No call out charge

www.moliverplumbing.co.uk
Don’t take my word for it - See what my customers say at Checkatrade

Fully vetted - Monitored & Recommended

I cover the distribution area of this magazine
No gas, LPG or Solid fuel servicing undertaken
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Samaritan’s Purse – Operation Christmas Child 2009 – Coffee Morning in Awbridge Village 
Hall, Saturday 7 November, 10 00 am – 12 noon
“The power of a simple gift” You have that power to create a simple gift which will 
transform a child’s world and that of their friends and family. The theme this year is 
shoeboxes “bursting with joy” so why not start collecting shoeboxes and all the wonderful gifts 
to fill them with and bring them either to a shoebox coffee morning in Awbridge on Sat 7 
November, or come to our Deanery shoebox service in Romsey Abbey on Sunday 22 
November at 3 00 pm.  There are also drop off points at Choice Plants, Timsbury and Oasis, 
Romsey. 

If you are keen on knitting then patterns for hats and glove puppets can be found on the 
website www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk/pages/knitting-operation-christmas-child
For further information please contact Mary Savage 01794 367908 or e-mail: 
savage@choiceplants.freeserve.co.uk. 
Please use the website www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk or ring the helpline 0870 011 
2002 for resources. 

If you would like to volunteer to help at the warehouse in Nov/Dec or to be a driver for 
collecting boxes please contact Area Co-ordinator Margaret Griffin e-mail: 
margaret.griffin55@hotmail.co.uk or ring 07982 804415.  
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VIEWFINDERS OF ROMSEY CAMERA CLUB

Our annual exhibition in Stockbridge Town Hall in 
August preceded the start of the club year, and 
once again it was very well attended.  This year 
visitors’ favourite print was “Sandwich Tern and 
Young” by George Marsh, one of the club’s best 
natural history photographers. 
The “Evening with Tom Mackie”, held in September 
at the Crosfield Hall in Romsey to celebrate 40 
years of Viewfinders, was indeed a very special 
evening. Tom was a very engaging speaker and 
everyone who came was really enthralled by his 
stunning images.  He was a really good choice for 
the occasion!
The first competition of the club year is the award 
of the Print of the Year trophies – for the best print 
entered in competitions during the previous year in 
both the Primary and Advanced classes.  This year 
it was judged by Rosie Armes from Chichester 
Camera Club, and I have included for you here the 
winning print in the advanced class – Peter Read’s 
“Barn in the Reeds”. 
Our annual fundraising evening for the Jubilee Hall 
takes place on Tuesday 17 November and I hope 
that some of you will be able to join us.  This year 

Stan Roberts is coming along to give one of his 
popular magic lantern shows, and tickets are �3.
All our meetings are held in the Jubilee Hall on 
Tuesdays, starting at 7.30pm - please come along 
to any that interest you.

Programme November - December 2009  
3 Nov: ‘The Idle Rich Returns’ - a slide lecture by 
Leo Rich 10 Nov: Assessment of members’ prints 
and digital images, judged by Keven Sandall  17 
Nov: Fund Raising in aid of Hall Funds Before 
Cinema ‘A Thrill in the Dark’ through the Magic 
Lantern - presented by Stan Roberts
24 Nov: Panel Trophy – Digital Images – judged by 
Alan Cooke
1 Dec: ‘The World from a Bike Saddle’ – a slide 
lecture by Roy Fisher 8 Dec: Assessment of 
members’ prints and digital images, judged by
Barbara Holder 15 Dec: Pyramid 
Competition/Christmas get-together 22 /29 Dec: 
No Meetings

Margaret Kirby Publicity Officer

GRAND PUMPKIN AND HALLOWEEN SHOW

(See front cover) A big thank you to members, 
friends and villagers who came together once 
again to make our annual pumpkin show such an 
enjoyable evening on the bright starry night of the 
17th October. Despite a slightly lower attendance 
than usual the band were very lively and played 
most of the evening with a variety of popular 
numbers.  The Club donated cheques to 
representatives of both The Michelmersh Silver 
Band and The Romsey Opportunities Group. The 
produce stall sold out of practically everything with 
this year’s special batch of pumpkin soup a favorite 
on this cold night.
The Challenge shield was won this year by the 

Bear and Ragged Staff with a combined weight of 
392lbs with a narrow margin of just 12lbs over 
rivals The Chestnutters. The children’s fancy dress 
competition was once again well attended and was 
a close run thing with the winner Ollie Webb as 
‘The Grim Reaper’ with runners up Kate Baxter and 
Monty Orange. The heaviest Pumpkin at the show 
weighed in at 202lbs grown by newcomer George 
Freemantle and the Heaviest Marrow was a best 
ever show entry for a marrow at 88lbs by another 
new grower Jonathon Evans.  
For any further information on seeds and class 
results please contact club chairman 

Phil Hutchins 01794 368117
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THE JUBILEE LUNCH CLUB
We meet in the Jubilee Hall on the third Thursday of each month and a lunch costs just �3. A main course, a 
scrumptious pudding and a cup of tea or coffee – there’s value for you!
At one o’clock on Thursday November 18th we shall be gathering in the Jubilee Hall for our next meeting to 
polish away the, no doubt delicious, meal. Then on December 17th festive cheer, sociable chat and maybe 
even seasonal music with Christmassy food may be expected. 
Normally arranged by Peter & Sue Pritchett-Brown, the meeting in October will be under different 
management! but for more information email: peterpb@btinternet.com There are no obligations apart from 
the fee of �3 if you come along. Of course help with cooking or setting up the tables & chairs and putting 
things away afterward is always most welcome.

PPB

3RD ROMSEY SCOUTS – CENTENARY EVENT – 5/6TH SEPTEMBER 2009
Did Baden Powell smile? I think he must have, as 
scouts from 3rd Romsey Troop old and new gathered 
at Mottisfont Village Hall to celebrate 100 years of 
scouting.  It all started back in 1909 when a group of 
boys in Braishfield decided to look for adventure and 
a bit of fun by setting up their own scout troop. The 
spirit of that troop has lived on and to its credit 
continues to inspire young boys and girls in their 
quest for life.
With the dust from the New Forest summer camp 
barely cleaned off the mess tent it was shaken into 
action again as a centre point for the camping 
weekend. There were quite a few families gathering 
to join in the celebrations, some more practiced in 
the craft of camping than others 
On Saturday afternoon we gathered for a flag 
rededication service, led by Rev Terry Hinks. With 
readings and prayers offered by current and past 
members of the troop appetites soon became keen 
to fire up the BBQ and start the evenings 
celebrations.  There were t-shirts everywhere, 
strung around the hall and mess tent all collected by 

troop members from the many camps and events 
they have shared in. There was also Tris’s camp fire 
blanket fantastically covered in hundreds of badges 
denoting his scouting accomplishments. More badge 
than blanket really.
Other historical records included the large collection 
of scrap books and photo albums on display in the 
hall together with a rolling presentation of slides 
from camps in recent years up to and including this 
summer.
And the fire. A starry night made for a perfect back 
drop but the late summer temperature made sure 
everyone was drawn up close. There was no singing 
as I recall but plenty of chat which kept many from 
their beds (bags) until the small hours.
It was a great event and a marvellous opportunity for 
scouts and families to spend time together reflecting 
on the achievements of the troop. Lets hope we 
don’t have to wait another 100 years before it 
happens again!

James Laffeaty 01794 523400

J & P AIRPORT TRANSFERS
AIRPORTS AND LONG DISTANCE JOURNEYS

COMPETETIVE RATES

SERVICE AT ITS BEST

17 years of Airport & Sea Port Transfers
No excess for unsocial hrs, parking or waiting

Our price guaranteed on booking

TEL/FAX 01794 513340   MOBILE 07971 363250
James@allenjames.orangehome.co.uk
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Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor       � Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter 2009

If any reader has knowledge of stories, anecdotes or the history of our village,
the Editor of this newsletter would most appreciate hearing of them for possible future articles.

Please contact me on either 01794 368577 or mike.koscian@btinternet.com

November
Mon 9th 7.30pm Hort Soc – English Wine Jubilee Hall
Thurs 12th 7.30pm Friends of Michemersh Church – Training dogs for 

the disabled
The Barns

Tues 17th 7.30 pm Viewfinders – A thrill in the dark  (In aid of funds for 
the Jubilee Hall)

Jubilee Hall

Weds 18th Michelmersh Silver Band - Christmas Concert Jubilee Hall
Thurs 19th 1.00pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Weds 25th 7.30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall
Sat 28th 8.00pm Fish & Chip Supper + guest speaker – In aid of St 

Andrews Church Funds
Jubilee Hall

December

Tues 8th 10 – 12 Test Valley Mobile Police Office Jubilee Hall CP
Mon 14th 7.30pm Hort Soc – Christmas Party Jubilee Hall
Thurs 17th 1.00pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Thurs 24th 7.30pm Carol Service Barns

January February
Thurs 7th Forest Forge - Christmas Show
Mon 11th Hort Soc Mon 8th Hort Soc
Weds 13th Jubilee Hall AGM Thurs 11th Friends
Weds 27th Parish Council Weds 24th Parish Council


