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March - April 2010
VILLAGE INFORMATION

Police
Phone 101 

08450 45 45 45 (Ask for the Force Enquiry Centre)
For urgent calls ONLY use 999 

Churches: 
St Mary’s Michelmersh
St Andrew’s Timsbury

Rector: The Revd Canon Bruce Kington 368335

Parish Council
Clerk: Katie Hardy  367289

parishclerk@michelmershandtimsbury.org
Chairman: Bob Davis  368118

WEBSITE:  www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Test Valley Borough Council

Romsey 527700 : Andover 01264 368000
Web site: www.testvalley.gov.uk

TVBC Councillor Tony Ward 01794 389649
Email: cllrtward@testvalley.gov.uk

HCC County Councillor
Andrew Gibson 01264 861138
MP Sandra Gidley MP: 511900

Jubilee Hall 368976 : Warden/Bookings 368492 : 
Tree Warden Mr B Raines 368435

Items for the Newsletter for May - June 2010 before Friday 9th April please.
Contributions to the Editor at: The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane, Timsbury, SO51 0NW 

or preferably email:- mike.koscian@btinternet.com
The Newsletter is produced for the Parish Council and distributed by volunteers every two months

For information contact the Editor, Mike Koscian Tel: 01794 368577

St Mary’s Michelmersh Flowers
Mrs Marjorie Duguid has taken over the St Mary’s Flower Rota. 

Anyone interested in helping with St Mary’s flowers should 
contact Marjorie on

01794 368235
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Romsey District 
Cars 

Will get you were you want to be!!

Unique Text Service
Comfortable 4 and 6 Seat Vehicles

Airports
Heathrow From �59.00
Gatwick From �70.00

Book now on the following Numbers

01794 342322
07891 169549

E-mail: info@romseydistrictcars.co.uk

Painter and Decorator
S.J.OXENHAM
4 Chartwell Close

Allbrook, Eastleigh SO50 4PZ
Tel:02380 611673

One Man Business

Established (1967)

Interior/Exterior

No Job Too Small

Estimates without obligation

Reliable Local Tradesman

Oil Boiler Specialists

 Installation, Servicing and Repairs.
 OFTEC Registered.
 Oil Tank Replacement.

All Plumbing And Heating, From A Tap Washer, 
To Full Central Heating.

 Power-Flushing
 Solar Heating
 Underfloor Heating
 Full Bathroom Installation
 Over 25 Years Experience

J.C. Harfield 
Carpentry & Building
Free Quotations

Competitive Rates

No Job Too 
Small

- All Carpentry & Joinery Undertaken
- Roofing & Loft Conversions
- Extensions & Garages
- Kitchens & Internal Fittings
- Garden Decking & Summerhouses

Call Jon to chat about your requirements 

01962 940073
07811 107358

jcharfield@gmail.com
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EDITORIAL

On behalf of the village I would like to say thank you to 
Jane Finnimore and John Hunt who have retired from 
the Jubilee Hall Management Committee after 16 and 
19 years respectively. They will of course still be helping 
out as and when required – Especially so, as I am the 
Chairman this year!  I would like to congratulate Pre-
School for their success in obtaining the required 
funding to proceed with the Community Garden. I know 
Sue Leadbetter played a significant part in this – Well 

done Sue. It is now up to you the Villagers, to offer your 
help and encouragement for this project. Remember this 
is something for the whole Village to enjoy. You can 
read an update on the Garden elsewhere in this issue. 
Below is a photo of the Michlemersh Home Guard taken
outside of the old Sports Pavilion. Do you recognise 
anyone, are you in it?
Please keep supplying me with your memories of the 
village.

Photo courtesy of Robin Goodland

Do you know that if you are aged over 70, or in receipt 
of benefits and own or privately rent your home, you can 
get free loft and cavity insulation? Even if you do not 
qualify you can still get the insulation carried out at a 
50% discount. For free and impartial advice contact the 

Environment Centre on 0800 804 8601. With the 
temperatures below this is something everyone should 
be interested in.

Mike Koscian

St Andrew’s Church   
Open morning 10 – 12 midday

Saturday 10th April

Come and join us for coffee & cake
And a short tour around our lovely historic church. Children 

welcome.

VILLAGE WEATHER

Average Overnight 
Temperature

Minimum Overnight 
Temperature

Average Day Time 
Temperature

Maximum Day Time 
Temperature

Rainfall
mm

December 1.3 (1.1) -8 (-4) 4.8 (5.1) 11 (10) 137 (44)
January -1.3 (0.5) -10 (-9) 2.3 (4.6) 7 (10) 73 (81)

Last years figures in brackets
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ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH TIMSBURY

I have realised, with some guilt
that I have not put pen to paper for 
a while about the recent goings on 
at St Andrews. We’ve actually had 
a busy autumn and winter:-
Throughout the autumn we had a 
successful Alpha Course, led by 
Rev Canon Steve Pittis from 

Winchester. This was kindly hosted by the Savage 
Family in Poppies Tearoom and it was a perfect 
venue, with wonderful food. Bruce has organised a 
follow-on programme which is currently running at 
the church. All are welcome.
We had a most successful St Andrew’s Night supper 
in the Jubilee Hall. There were many who helped, 
but Clarissa Smith bore the brunt of the stress, and 
we sincerely thank her for all her work. We cannot 
fail to mention the piper, who made the evening so 
memorable too- Prof Iain Cameron, who has been 
hiding his light under a bushel! 
Christmas came and went, with a Christingle 
Service and then a very full Carol Service, in, as 
ever, a beautifully decorated church.
We have had the car park tidied up, so that it now 
resembles a car park again, rather than a nature 
reserve for weeds.

At a recent PCC we discussed the fact that the 
church is usually kept locked, sadly, due to previous 
thefts at St Andrew’s and ongoing thefts from 
churches elsewhere. We wondered what we could 
do about this and have decided to have a series of 
Open Days throughout the coming year. We will 
hope to have some modest refreshments, and it will 
be a chance for people to come and take a closer 
look at the church and its interesting features and 
history. The first one is planned for 10-12 am on 
Saturday 10th April. Being just after the Easter 
Services the flowers should be still in lovely 
condition.  
Our annual meeting will, as normal for us now, be 
held during the Evening Service at the end of April
Finally, just a reminder that by the time you receive 
this Newsletter the snowdrops should be looking 
really good. The cold weather has held them back a 
bit but the undisturbed nature of the churchyard, and 
its lightly wooded aspect, seems to make a perfect 
habitat for them and they are slowly spreading.

Dr John Glasspool-
PCC Secretary and Churchwarden 

01794 368017
churchwarden1@btinternet.com

THE FRIENDS OF MICHELMERSH CHURCH

The extreme winter weather conspired to prevent the 
Annual Christmas Carols at the Barns this year.  The 
decision was reluctantly made and it is hoped that no 
one attempted the treacherous local road conditions 
in trying to get to the Barns.   Our thanks are due to 
the many Friends who telephoned others and risked 
icy roads and paths to put up notices warning of the 
late cancellation.
Following on from Harry Tuffill’s successful talk last 
October, a party of sixteen Friends decided to have a 
night out at the Nuffield Theatre on 2nd February to 
taste the fruits of Harry’s hard work.  A simple supper 
was taken at the Nuffield caf� in advance of the 
performance.
We were all entertained by a superb production of 
“The Crucible”, a somewhat harrowing play about 
Puritan life and mistaken witchcraft in Salem, 

Massachusetts, USA in the 17th Century.  It was a 
superbly crafted performance of this true historical 
event from a spirited cast of the Maskers Company, 
under Harry’s expert direction.   
The next talk is by Richard Vie on the 4th March “The 
Designing of a Cruise Liner “(please note the change 
of date from the published programme). This 
promises to be yet another fascinating talk and I am 
sure will be well attended.
The programme for next year is well under 
preparation with some talks on unusual subjects 
already booked and other events under discussion.
Finally please don’t forget the Church and Churchyard 
Spring Clean on Saturday the 20th March.

David Simmonds
Chairman - Friends of Michelmersh Church

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY CARE GROUP

If you need a lift to your appointment with the doctor, dentist or hospital we are here to help

Jane Finnimore    368349        Johanna Koscian         368577               Mary Lees 368718
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COMMUNITY GARDEN UPDATE

Exciting news!    We have been awarded a grant from 
the Lotteries Commission to put towards the 
development of the community garden at the Jubilee 
Hall.  Work is planned to begin at the end of February 
and will go into March when the construction will be 
complete.  If you able to help with planting the hedges 
on our ground force day at the end of March please see 
below for who to contact.
The Parish Council have generously agreed to donate 
an amount of money towards the total sum needed to 
build the garden.  They have also agreed to contribute 
to the maintenance of the garden by carrying out the 
grass mowing in the garden.    We are very grateful for 
the positive forward thinking involvement of the Parish 
Council and Jubilee Hall Committee in this exciting 
project.     
The project has already attracted wider involvement 
from Test Valley with the Community Builder’s Project.   
The Preschool has been given a year’s subscription to 
the Scrapstore in Southampton, an enclosed hose, bird 
feeders and tools for the children to use.  
The children, parents and teachers of the Preschool 
had an enjoyable morning making butterfly and bird 
feeders from recycled material from the Scrapstore with 
a visiting artist sponsored by the same project.  The 
Community Builders will hopefully be involved with 
other hall users and community groups in the making of 
large mosaic paving slabs to be incorporated into the 
circular paving pattern in the garden.   
Thank you to all those who have supported this 
Community project so far. The Garden is an ideal 
opportunity for everyone to come together and 
contribute towards the development and maintenance
of this beautiful area.   There are several ways in which 
you can be involved; this could be donations of time, 

money, or resources.
If you would like to contribute in terms of your time by 
helping with the pruning, planting and general 
maintenance of the garden we would love to hear from 
you. Please phone Dottie on 01794368442.

Would you like to make a donation towards a 
commemorative bench (names will be engraved on 
plaques on the benches)?
If you would like to purchase or donate an item or 
money, please write with details of your donation and 
your contact details to:

Helen Palmer
4 Upper Timsbury Cottages
Rudd Lane
Timsbury
SO51 ONU
01794 367 224

3rd Romsey Scout Group
Invite you to their
OAP Spring Party

At The Jubilee Hall Timsbury
On Thursday 11th March 2010

From 7:15pm – 8:30pm
Light refreshments, raffle and 
entertainment by the scouts

RSVP Sarah on 023 80 814295
( please leave a message!)

Friends very welcome – local transport

available

GM Property Services Ltd for all aspects of 
building maintenance, home improvement & 

repairs including;
 Tiling (Walls & Floors) 

 Laminate/Hardwood Flooring

 General Carpentry

 Painting & Decorating

 Kitchen Fitting

No Job Too Small- Competitive Rates
A Friendly, Reliable & Professional Local Service

Call: 0845 116 2414 (free from BT landlines) 
Mobile: 07843 413268

Email: enquiry@gmpsltd.co.uk

Quality Property Maintenance & Improvement

GM 
Property 

Services L td
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Dear Friends,

Coming home recently from visiting my elderly aunt, I was travelling west towards Kings Somborne as 
the sun was setting behind a great bank of cloud. The sight was stunning. A fiery orange ball just 
peeping out from below the clouds, and the clouds themselves outlined in a bright orange line. 
Somehow, seeing a display like this helps to put the troubles of the world into proportion and I was 
reminded of the beautiful words of  Psalm 8:

O Lord, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens…
When I consider your heavens,
the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars which you have set in place,
what is man that you are mindful of him,
the son of man that you care for him?
You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
and crowned him with glory and honour…

O Lord, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

In the frenetic world in which we live, it is so easy to forget about God’s almighty wonder and power, 
despite the fact that without it, we would be nothing at all. Displays of beauty in the sky and in the 
natural world about us are tools to bring us back to a knowledge of our God and Creator. As St. Paul 
reminds us in Romans 1.20: “Since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his eternal 
power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made.”

At the next beautiful sunset, how about taking the opportunity to stop and give thanks to our heavenly 
Father for all that he is and for all that he has done in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ!

May God bless you at this time.

D. Bruce Kington, Rector.

ST. MARY'S, MICHELMERSH   ~  ST. ANDREW'S, TIMSBURY
in the United Benefice of Braishfield

Rector: The Revd. Canon Bruce Kington, 
The Rectory, Braishfield

Telephone: 01794 368335
Day off: Tuesday
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CHURCH SERVICES
March/April 2010

St Mary’s, Michelmersh and St Andrew’s, Timsbury
Also All Saints Braishfield, St John’s Farley Chamberlayne and All Saints Awbridge

 Michelmersh Timsbury Braishfield
Farley 

Chamberlayne Awbridge



Details are 
understood to 

be correct when 
printed.



COMPLETE
UP TO DATE 
DETAILS OF 
ANY LAST 

MINUTE 
CHANGES TO 

SERVICES, CAN 
BE FOUND IN 
THE UNITED 
BENEFICE 
MAGAZINE

‘FIVE ALIVE’ 
AVAILABLE 
FROM ALL 

CHURCHES, 
PUBLISHED 
BI-MONTHLY 

& THE VILLAGE 
WEBSITE



March
Sunday 7th

3rd of Lent 3

9.30 am
Morning 
Prayer

11.00 am
Morning 
Prayer

8.00 am Holy 
Communion

9.30 am
Family Service

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 14th

4th of Lent
Mothering Sunday

6.00 pm
Holy 

Communion

11.00 am
Jam Family 

Service

9.30 am
Morning 
Prayer

8.00 am
Holy 

Communion 

9.30 am
Morning 
Worship

Sunday 21st

5th of Lent
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer

8.00 am
Holy 

Communion

6.00 pm
Evening 
Prayer

11.00 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion
Sunday 28th

Palm Sunday
8.00 am

Holy 
Communion

6.00 pm
Evening 
Worship

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am
Family
Service

April
Thursday 1st

Maundy 
Thursday

6.45 pm
Passover 
Supper
(Church 
Room)

Friday 2nd

Good Friday
7.30 pm

Choral Service

9.30 am
An hour at the 

Cross
Sunday 4th

Easter Day
9.30 am

Holy 
Communion

11.00 am
Holy 

Communion

8.00 am Holy 
Communion

9.30 am 
Family Service

11.00 am
Holy 

Communion

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

First Service – Easter Praise – 6.30 pm
Sunday 11th

2nd of Easter
6.00pm

Holy 
Communion

11.00 am
Jam Family 

Service

9:30 am
Morning Prayer 

8.00 am
Holy 

Communion

9.30 am
Morning 
Worship

Sunday 18th

3rd of Easter
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
+ APCM

8.00 am
Holy 

Communion

6.00pm
Evening Prayer

11.00 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion
Sunday 25th
4th of Easter 8.00 am

Holy 
Communion

6.00 pm
Evening 
Prayer

+ APCM

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion
+ APCM in 

Church Room

11.00 am
Morning 
Prayer

9.30 am
Family 

Worship
+ APCM

 Michelmersh Timsbury Braishfield Farley 
Chamberlayne Awbridge
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JUBILEE HALL

Tickets are now on sale for our next event – a world 
premiere, no less, although technically as several 
other village halls and venues are showing this 
before we are, we can hardly claim to have the 
premiere – so evening dress will not be necessary.  
FREE FOLK is a comedy – see the ad. – suitable for 
ages 12 plus, so why not bring your older children 
and have an evening out.
The Jubilee Hall committee held their AGM in 
January. The Chairman’s report follows. We were 
sorry to say goodbye to John Hunt and Jane 
Finnimore, who have between them served 35 years 
on the committee. John will continue to pass on 
requests for event tickets – as you probably all know 
his phone number by now! New committee 
members will be joining us, so the hall continues in 
good hands.

Kath Davis - Secretary
Chairman’s Report 2009
I am pleased to report that the Hall has had a very 
good year considering all the financial woes that the 
country has been facing.  The maintenance and the 
usage have worked well and our hirers are now 
enjoying the benefits of brighter and cleaner 
surroundings.
Mary Lees’s report will give you more details but I 
am delighted to see that our available funds have 
climbed back up to �10,000 which places us in a far 
more comfortable position for the future. Further 
expenditure will be necessary shortly – the 
curtains/tracks will ideally need replacement and, of 
course the boiler – currently working well – will, like 
many of us, fall victim to age and need to be 
updated to a younger more efficient model !  A letter 
outlining future expenditure has been lodged with 
the Parish Council with the hope that they will assist 
us financially, when the time comes. My thanks go 
as always to Mary for keeping our books in order 
and to Anne Vie for kindly auditing the final 
accounts.
Kath Davis, our Secretary, has once again kept us 
going with her enthusiasm, looking after our 
minutes, producing agendas and all the other duties 
which are casually thrown at the job of being 
‘Secretary’.  Your efforts are much appreciated and 
we are all, I am sure, very grateful that you manage 
to keep us in such good order.
Without hirers, the hall would have no income. The 
job of Warden is, therefore, of vital importance to us 
and we are fortunate to have Sarah Medley looking 
after the bookings, the receipts and the cleanliness 
of the hall – all of which has a great effect on the 
hall’s future usage.
During the course of 2009, the Committee organised 
a number of social events which, I am pleased to 

report, were well attended by the Villagers, 
particularly the Quiz Night which probably indicates 
that the number of events is about right for the 
current climate. Earlier in the year, Sue Leadbetter 
approached the Committee with an idea to use the 
grassed area behind the hall, as a community 
garden.  Sue, Dotty and Helen gave a number of 
presentations and after considerable work on their 
part, managed to secure a Lottery grant to cover the 
cost of the project. Congratulations must go to all 
those involved and we look forward to seeing the 
finished project in 2010.Donations were received 
during 2009 from the Viewfinders, the Horticultural 
Society, Michelmersh Silver Band and the Romsey 
Singers. These generous contributions are, as 
always, much appreciated and I would like to record 
our thanks for their continued support.
This Committee has seen members come and go 
over the years but tonight we lose two members of 
long standing. Jane Finnimore joined us in 
September 1994 and, aside from helping generally 
at our events, has single-handedly organised the 
raffles from the collection of prizes to the selling of 
tickets.  Please accept our sincere thanks for all 
your efforts and we very much hope that we shall 
see you at future events and, of course, buy a raffle 
ticket!
John Hunt joined us in 1991 and has spent 18 years 
ringing round and knocking on doors, cajoling 
people to attend the various activities organised by 
this Committee. John has also been the first to deal 
with maintenance problems wherever possible and 
has probably saved the hall a considerable amount 
of money over the years, not to mention frustration!
It is difficult to thank you enough for all your support 
but, like Jane, we do hope that you will buy a ticket 
from someone else and come and enjoy our events 
and be able to leave without putting the chairs away!
The loss of two members but the potential gaining of 
one, leaves us looking for a likely candidate for the 
remaining vacancy. Needless to say, we would be 
delighted to hear from anyone in the village who 
feels that they would like to join our committee 
during 2010.
During the past eight years, I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my time as Chairman of the hall and would 
like to sincerely thank the Committee members who 
have so ably supported me and given up so much of 
their time to ensure that our plans have come to 
fruition. I should like to wish Mike Koscian, who has 
kindly agreed to take over as Chairman, the very 
best for 2010 and I genuinely hope that he enjoys it 
as much as I have.

Peter Clarke - Chairman
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MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Hard up against the deadline for the last newsletter the 
Society enjoyed its annual Christmas Party.  In the last 
issue there was a photo of members who selflessly 
provided the meal (not that they went without 
themselves!).  John Hunt served the traditional mulled 
wine and a very good time was had by all. The 
evening started with the usual brain teasing quiz - this 
year to de-code scrambled nursery rhyme titles –
surprising how easily the answers are when you know 
them – thanks to Bob & Kath Davis for compiling it.
After the meal it was time to put the tables away and 
set the scene for two traditional games.  It had been 
decided that over the years the “Balloon Game” had 
become rather too boisterous and the dreaded words 
‘Health and Safety’ had obviously been in the minds of 
the organising committee. In its place was a variation 
of ‘Pass the Parcel’. To be more accurate ‘pass the 
parcels’ Adequate detailed description defies the 
abilities of your reporter (!) and sometimes John Hunt, 
the Master of Ceremonies, suffice it to say that when 
the parcels’ wrapping had been peeled away the 
winners were announced.
This was followed by the traditional “Hat Game”. A 
perennial favourite involving, in theory, one hat too few 
in each round for the members taking part. Thus, 
when the music stops, members who haven’t taken 
the precaution of illegally hiding way a spare hat 
(hats?) are ruled out and the word of the Master of 
Ceremonies, is final (mostly). The last two in the game 
were Anna Hunt with the winner Lilly Earl, Thanks to
everyone who assisted in the organisation and running 
the evening with hopes for another such successful 
happening next year.
Following bad weather in January Jennifer Harper’s 
talk “The World of Pulmonaria & Galanthus” was 
deferred a week. Nevertheless some 40 members 
attended to hear Jennifer, a garden historian of note 
and Member of the Hardy Plant Society. She has a 
collection of some 60 varieties of ‘Snowdrops’ and her 
talk was illustrated with an encyclopaedic collection of 
images, not only of the plants she described but 
combined with the horticulturalists who had first 
cultivated them. 

The earliest was Theophrastus, a student under Plato 
who published the earliest books of their kind in 262 
BC. Jennifer continued through the ages listing a wide 
variety of historical figures and their planting.  Beth 
Chatto was quoted as saying when she had offered a 
cutting “Is this the right time to take a cutting?” her 
reply was “The right time to take a cutting is when 
you’re offered it!”.
The Society’s AGM on the 8th of February was very 
well supported. Jane Chambers, Chairman, gave her 
report on the Society’s past activities; The Treasurer, 
Kath Davis, reported on finances and emphasised 
how important the successful Plant Sale had been. 
Following a resolution from the meeting the committee 
and officers were elected en bloc: 
Committee:  President Mrs Sue Pritchett-Brown. 
Chairman: Mrs Jane Chambers. Secretary: Mrs Mary 
Robley, Treasurer: Mrs Kath Davis; Programme 
Secretary: Mrs Jo Morgan.   Members: Mr Bob Bone, 
Mrs Wendy Cox, Mrs Eve Earle, Mrs Fliss Edmunds, 
Mr John Hunt, Mrs Peta Hunt,  Mrs Wendy Thorpe, 
Mrs Jill Tyler, and Mrs Julie Willis. Presentations were 
made to Wendy Thorpe, retiring as Show Organiser, 
and to Peter Pritchett-Brown for his enthusiastic 
support for the Society. The President Mrs Sue 
Pritchett-Brown, on behalf of the membership, 
thanked the Chairman and Committee for their 
conscientious work in running the Society. The 
Chairman thanked her and then introduced Roy 
Godfrey who gave us a fascinating, humorous and 
most comprehensive talk on Beekeeping. He showed 
a wide selection of photographs, tools and beehive 
equipment and described the lives of bees, their life 
cycle and, of course, honey production. This included 
the work of drones, worker bees and how the Queen 
of the hive is ‘elected’ and her part for upwards of 
three years in maintaining the hive. With his wife’s 
stall selling honey and other produce the evening was 
a huge and thought provoking success.
The next meeting, the SPRING SHOW, on 15th March 
will hopefully be the start of another successful year 
for the Society.

Peter Pritchett – Brown

AWBRIDGE PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS

The children have been involved in some exciting 
learning this term so far, both in and out of school. 
Children in Class 1 (our youngest children) were 
treated to the visit of a professional storyteller who led 
them through a magical ‘bear hunt’ alongside parents 
and their younger siblings. All thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience and our thanks go to Romsey Extended 
Services for organising the event.
Class 3 have been learning about different faiths as 
part of their religious education and have been visited 
by Rev Tim Sledge the Vicar of Romsey Abbey and 
Mr Abdul Ansar from Medina Mosque in 
Southampton.
Class 5 visited the British Museum to help them find 

out more about Ancient Greece as they are involved 
in helping an estate agent promote Greece as a 
tourist destination. 
We have a range of Friday afternoon ‘golden time’ 
activities running this term so that children across the 
school can take part in activities from gardening to 
cross-stitch and from drama to rock band. These are 
proving popular and give the older children time to 
work alongside those younger. On this theme, we 
have also started reading buddy sessions where older 
children buddy up with a younger child to help them in 
their reading.

Iain Barnes - Headteacher
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HERON  INTERIORS

All Soft Furnishing requirements
catered for

Curtains/Loose Covers/
Blinds/Valances/Pelmets/etc

Wide range of fabrics available
Home visits

Competitive prices

THE HERONS, ROMSEY
01794 368355

James Harrap 
Computers

Fully qualified IT Teacher
Support in your home or office

No call out 
charge.

Competitive 
rates.

- Troubleshooting PC faults
- Support using your computer

- New PC systems
- Broadband & wireless setup
- Upgrades and accessories

Call now to chat about your requirements 
with your local IT professional.

01794 370069
www.jamesharrap.co.uk

Mark
Penn-Newman

HIGH QUALITY
INTERIOR AND

EXTERIOR
LOCAL

PAINTER
Telephone:

01794 884796
Mobile:

07810480274

Maree Welch MCSP SRP BMAS

A friendly personal private service 
available at
ALMA RD SURGERY, ROMSEY





Joint/spinal mobilization,




Massage, muscle injuries,




Acupuncture, 




Electrotherapy.




Whiplash, headaches.




Sports Injury rehabilitation

Self or GP referrals.

Email: maree.welch@tiscali.co.uk
Phone:01794 513422
Mob: 07763466629
Member of Chartered Society of 
Physiotherapists.
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MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Budget
The Council has built up useful cash reserves, 
enabling the parish precept (which is included in your 
Council Tax payments) to be held for a second year.  
Councillors have identified a number of desirable 
improvements and maintenance work to village 
assets likely to require funding in the next financial 
year. Proposals include maintenance to the 
recreation ground boundary, repairs to seats, and 
new notice boards. There is a need for new 
equipment in the children's playground, and the 
possibility of providing a new bus shelter in New 
Road to serve the school bus stop, proposed some 
years ago, has again come forward.
Any suggestions from parishioners about how the 
Council could improve the village facilities or the local  
environment would be welcome.  The Council is also 
happy to consider applications for grants from village 
organisations and clubs. 
Looking ahead, the Council is considering organising 
an event in 2012 to mark the use of Timsbury Manor 
as the training camp for the 1964 British Olympic 
Team.
Community Issues
Sergeant Christine Plascott gave a comprehensive 
presentation at the January PC meeting about  the 
Romsey North Safer Neighbourhoods Team. The 
team, comprising Sergeant Plascott, PC Vernon 
Gook and PCSO Jo Cole has several objectives -
including initiating a Local Action Group and re-
launching Farm Watch and Neighbourhood Watch 
Schemes. Sgt Plascott noted that there had been a 
recent spate of burglaries in local villages, including 
one in Timsbury.  To speak to a member of the Safer 
Neighbourhoods team please call 101 or email: 
romsey.snt@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
Planning
The Council have reviewed a number of planning 
applications during the last two months. The Sports 
Club propose to replace and slightly move the 
existing cricket practice nets and add a protective 
cage. There were no objections to this proposal.  
Objections were raised however for the application by 
RF Salvidge Recycling, who wish to have a planning 
condition modified: the condition requires them to 
construct a landscaped bund on the eastern 
boundary of their Bunny Lane site. The Parish 
Council felt the bund would serve the purpose of 
reducing noise emission from the site towards 
properties to the east, and provide complete visual 
screening between the site and the footpath, whereas 
the proposed hedge would not have these benefits.  
RF Salvidge also applied to create a parking area to 

the south of the existing waste recycling facility.  
There was no objection to this proposal on condition 
that the area is used only for purposes ancillary to the 
recycling centre. 
There were no objections for the erection of a single 
storey building for use as an annexe at Squirrels 
Lodge, Rudd Lane, nor for the demolition of the 
existing dwellings and the erection of two 
replacement dwellings at Heritage and Little Heritage, 
Rudd Lane. The proposed revisions of house designs 
for several plots at the Redland Tileworks site 
(Casbrook Fields) also raised no objection.
Roads
We have seen that the severe cold weather has taken 
its toll on the village roads. The Parish Council has 
reported its concern to Hampshire County Council 
regarding the poor condition of the roads, particularly 
Rudd Lane where there are problems with flooding 
and deep potholes.
In response to the very icy road conditions, 
Hampshire County Council is likely to provide bins 
and grit at no cost to the Parish Council, although 
arrangements have not yet been finalised. Suggested 
locations for the bins are Haccups Lane, Staff Road, 
Church Road, and New Road. 
Community Garden
A Parish Council sub-committee has been formed to 
assist with the Community Garden project, which has 
now received funding from the National Lottery.   
During the impending project, Cllr. Clarke, Cllr. 
Goodland and Cllr. Davis will be available to provide 
practical support and expenditure guidance to the 
Pre-School Community Garden Team.
St. Mary's Church Bells
There is a proposal to re-instate the three bells at St. 
Mary's Church. The Parish Council welcomes this 
proposal from the PCC and wish St. Mary's every 
success in this endeavour.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 
24th March. Parishioners are most welcome to attend, 
and there is an opportunity during the Open Period to 
speak or ask questions on any issue affecting the 
village.

Katie Hardy, Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk
Peter Buist retired as Parish Clerk at the end of 
December.  The Council wishes to thank Peter for his 
excellent work as Clerk since 2002 and welcomes 
Mrs Katie Hardy, our new Parish Clerk (and a new 
arrival in the village).

Bob Davis, Chairman
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MICHELMERSH SILVER BAND

Our Christmas programme this year was slightly 
disrupted by the icy conditions with the carols in the 
Barns being cancelled on safety grounds and the 
band being forced, for the first time in 40 years, to 
withdraw from the Rotary Carol Service in Romsey 
Square as heavy snow made travelling to the event 
impossible for our many far-flung players. Thanks to 
the generosity of our many friends and supporters 
who ventured out to our various Christmas Eve 
stops around the village, our collection total did not 
suffer as badly as we had feared from the loss of 
the Barns. With sell-out concerts in the Plaza 
Theatre (main band) and the Jubilee Hall (Training 
Band), and street collections in Romsey, we are at 
last able to give the go-ahead for the installation of 
heating in the Band Hall. 

The success of MSB continues with the Band 
winning the Wessex Brass Band Association First 
Section in December and Jan Boler being awarded 
the Best Instrumentalist trophy. Jan’s fantastic work 
with the Training Band has created the need to 
‘split’ the band and create a new Junior Band for 
beginners of Grade 1 -3 standard. The Junior Band 
meets on Saturday mornings and already boasts 14 
enthusiastic young members. 
We are now a family of three thriving bands! The 
only disappointment to us is that we have yet to 
recruit any young players from the villages of 
Michelmersh and Timsbury – if anyone is interested 
please call in to the Band Hall on a Saturday 
morning and talk to Jan Boler, or contact us via the 
bands website –
www.michelmersh-silver-band.co.uk

Claire Topp

THANK YOU
I have been asked by a grateful village resident to thank Kathy Hatcher who delivers our newspapers 
throughout the year. Even during the recent bad weather and her husband’s illness she delivered without fail. 
If you would like her to deliver to you she can be contacted on 367724.

Mike Koscian

Mark Oliver Plumbing & Heating

Oil Boiler Servicing by

Your Local OFTEC Registered Technician
* * * * * * * * * * *                     * * * * * * * * * * *

Aga Most makes & models Serviced    Rayburn
Grant ~ Thermecon ~ Warmflow ~ Boulter ~ Worchester ~ Clyde

~ Myson ~ Wilson ~ Trianco   ~    Plus many more!

All Domestic Plumbing undertaken - Oil Boiler upgrades -
replacement pumps, valves, tanks, cylinders, Bathrooms

Renewable solar energy

All your plumbing projects & problems solved
New builds & plumbing restorations

All calls answered personally during office hours

Office;  02380 47 2325   Mobile; 07743 386 540
Free estimates ~ No call out charge

www.moliverplumbing.co.uk
Don’t take my word for it - See what my customers say at Checkatrade

Fully vetted - Monitored & Recommended

I cover the distribution area of this magazine
No gas, LPG or Solid fuel servicing undertaken
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BROADBAND SPEED

Broadband speed in Michelmersh and Timsbury is generally 
regarded as poor, owing to the distance from the local telephone 
exchange situated in Braishfield.  BT says it can do nothing about 
the speed problem, but it is just possible that residents can make 
things slightly better on their own. The two areas under your 
control are the wiring in your own house and the make of 
router/modem you use. You can use the BT speed tester 
(www.speedtester.bt.com) to give you information about the line. 
At switch on, your router establishes a connection speed with the 
exchange.  This will depend on the performance of the line and 
also your router.  The longer the line, the worse the performance 
will be. Some routers handle this better than others and your 
house wiring is also a factor. The performance of the line can 
change throughout the day. It is said that this is worst at night 
owing to pickup of interference from things such as fluorescent 
lights and higher levels of medium wave radio signals.
BT's system monitors the communication performance and if this 
proves unreliable or variable, it caps the broadband speed down, 
seemingly in 1Mbit/sec stages.  So if you have a bit-rate of, say, 
5.5Mbit/sec established by your router and giving reliable 
communication, you will be capped at 5Mbit/sec. If the 
communication is unreliable, your capped speed will be reduced.  
If your communication subsequently becomes reliable again, the 
capping level will be increased, but only after a day or two.
When you do a normal broadband speed test you will get a figure 
lower than your capping and one which depends on the end to 
end busyness of the system.  So a speed test could give quite a 
low figure, particularly in the evenings when everyone else is on 
the internet.
When I tried a new router, my speed rose from 3.6Mbit/sec to
5.5Mbits/sec.  Over the next few days, the capping rose from 
1Mbit/sec to 5Mbit/sec, falling back to 4Mbit/sec.  However, 
connecting to the master BT socket with a shorter lead and no 

telephone attached, gave a figure of 6Mbit/sec.  I came across an 
article on the internet which described the performance of 
different routers.  It said that one made by Thomson appeared to 
perform the best on long noise-prone lines. So I purchased a 
Thomson TG585v7 router (with wireless) which immediately gave 
a bit-rate of 6.8Mbit/sec.  After a day or two, BT raised the 
capping to 6Mbit/sec.  So you might be able to increase your 
broadband speed by replacing your router for a better one or 
shortening the connection lead.
I now get a broadband speed of 5.8Mbit/sec at quiet periods of 
the day.  To carry out the BT test, you need your telephone 
number and broadband username.  The username normally 
resides in the depths of the router but if you have forgotten it, you 
need to speak to your Internet Service Provider.
Interference pickup on the telephone wiring within your house 
can be part of the problem.  I have no experience of a device 
sold by BT which they call a BT Broadband Accelerator which fits 
into a particular type of master socket (The Editor has noted a 
0.6Mbit/sec increase with it). I presume this prevents or reduces 
interference picked up around the house from reaching the 
router. However, if you have the 'wrong' type of socket it could be 
quite expensive to get BT to change it.
Each telephone handset requires a filter.  This is a low-pass filter 
which allows voice signals through to the telephone, whilst 
stopping the higher frequency broadband signal. All spurs from 
the master socket for telephone handset extensions should be
filtered as near to the master socket as possible. This should 
reduce the chance of interference at broadband frequencies 
being picked up within your house on those spurs and then 
reaching your router.  If you do the BT tests it would be helpful if 
you could email me with the results.  This would allow a picture to 
be built up of broadband performance in the Parish.

John Rhodes - johnbrhodes@supanet.com
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VIEWFINDERS OF ROMSEY CAMERA CLUB

Although the club had a delayed start to the new 
year because of the snowy weather, members were 
treated to some really top class prints by Maureen 
and David Toft when meetings resumed on 19 
January, and there was an excellent turnout of 
members to enjoy them.  
The annual exhibition of photographs by all the 
clubs in the Southern Federation took place in 
January in Salisbury Library, with each club 
displaying a panel of its best prints.  The individual 
prints are all judged for their quality, and we are very 
pleased to report that one of the prints in 
Viewfinders’ panel – Betty Rackham’s “Yellow 
Gloriosa” – was awarded Highly Commended, and 
our congratulations go to her! As most of you will 
know, Betty is a Timsbury resident and her image, 
although originally in colour, is reproduced for you 
here in monochrome. 

Our programme for March and April includes some 
interesting presentations, our usual assessment 
evenings and the award of the landscape trophies. I 
would like to draw your attention to the club 
fundraising evening on the 23 March, when Donald 
Bradshaw is coming along to give a digital 
presentation on Madagascar. It is bound to include 
some superb wildlife photographs – some of you 
may remember the stunning penguin photographs 
he showed us a few years ago for the hall 
fundraising evening. This is an evening where we 
particularly encourage visitors, so please come 
along - you will be made very welcome and 
entrance is only �3. All our meetings are held in the 
Jubilee Hall on Tuesdays, starting at 7.30pm. 

Programme March - April 2010
2 Mar: ‘Social Documentary Photography’ by 
Graham Sergeant
9 Mar: Assessment of members’ prints and digital 
images, judged by Don Mitchell
16 Mar: Audio Visual presentations by members
23 Mar: ‘Madagascar’, a presentation in aid of club 
funds, by Donald Bradshaw 
30 Mar: Landscape trophies, judged by Ken Scott
13 Apr: Assessment of members’ prints and digital 
images, judged by John Wigley
20 Apr: Demonstration of products by Epson 
27 Apr: ‘An Indian Experience’ with prints by Rosie 
Armes

Margaret Kirby Publicity Officer

HELP FOR HAITI QUAKE VICTIMS

Samaritan’s Purse (the charity which runs 
Operation Christmas Child) is working hard to bring 
relief and comfort to the shattered world of those in 
Haiti. They have been able to send medical teams 
and some UK volunteers, as well as shelters, 
hygiene kits, water purification kits and community 
water filter systems. They are working with partners 
the Baptist Haiti Mission and, using a network of 
church pastors, have been able to distribute 
blankets, solar flashlights, and other supplies. The 
charity is now involved in supplying food for the UN 
in an area of Port au Prince called Cite Soleil and 
have a US army unit working with them to provide 
security. 
One story to rejoice over is the rescue of a teenage 
girl, called Ronite, who was buried and trapped in 

the quake, at the mission school where she was 
learning dress-making. When her father came to 
look for her and called her name she responded and 
her family started digging, it took them two days 
before she was freed.  
To find out more and ways to donate see 
www.samaritans-purse.org.uk, Tell your friends 
and colleagues how they can help and please pray 
for the people of Haiti and for all those trying to help 
them and bring them much needed aid and 
assistance. The United Benefice has had a 
collection for this aid.You can donate on-line or send 
a cheque, payable to “Samaritan’s Purse Haiti 
Appeal” to Samaritan’s Purse, Victoria Hse, Victoria 
Rd, Buckhurst Hill,Essex IG9 5EX                     

Thank you Mary Savage rep for Sam Purse
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THE JUBILEE LUNCH CLUB

Now that the New Year is ‘well tarnished’ with some winter months that lived up to their reputation and are 
perhaps best forgotten it’s time to talk of lunchtime hospitality.
Clarissa Smith has now taken over the stove and clip board making arrangements for future meetings on the third 
Thursday of each month in the Jubilee Hall. If you need to get in touch with Clarissa please phone her on 367134 
and if you’re electronically computer connected email clarissa@littleherons.com.
There will be some scrumptious lunches available for members in the Jubilee Hall on Thursday March 18th (2 
days before Spring officially begins!) & April 15th. See you there!

Peter Pritchett - Brown

Property Maintenance & Handyman Services 
Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating 

Wallpapering 
Sheds & Fences Erected  Painted & Re felted

Grass Cutting, Hedge Cutting & Strimming
Floor & Wall Tiling  

Flat Pack Assembly & Small Carpentry Work
Windows & Doors Repaired & Replaced 

House & Garden Clearance
Fascia Boards & Gutters Cleaned, Repaired & Replaced 

Driveways & Paths Repaired & Re surfaced 
Kitchens & Bathrooms Fitted

Ground Works & Drainage 
Brick work & Repointing work
Collection & Delivery Service

Plus many other areas of maintenance work & odd jobs carried out 
Ben Kington 

Telephone : 01794 368536 
Mobile : 07866551725

Fully insured  References available
Free Estimates

Forest Forge
FREE FOLK

Friday 12 March at 7:30pm
Jubilee Hall

Tickets �8  (�4 for 12 to 16ish)

Email
tickets@michelmershandtimsbury.org

or ring:
John Hunt 368745
Kath Davis 368118

In aid of Hall fund Reg Charity no 287890
Forest Forge brings you the world premiere of a new 

play by the award-winning playwright Gary Owen. 
Free Folk is a comedy about living in a free country 

and never being able to do what you really want to! A 
joyful and witty exploration of what it is to live in the 

rural Britain of today.

J & P AIRPORT TRANSFERS
AIRPORTS AND LONG DISTANCE JOURNEYS

COMPETETIVE RATES

SERVICE AT ITS BEST

17 years of Airport & Sea Port Transfers
No excess for unsocial hrs, parking or waiting

Our price guaranteed on booking

TEL/FAX 01794 513340   MOBILE 07971 363250
James@allenjames.orangehome.co.uk
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Michelmersh & Timsbury
Diary

March/April 2010
The Village Website carries updated information: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

Main Hampshire school holidays:
Easter 2 ~ 16 Apr, Summer Half Term 31 May ~ 4 June

Details of Church Services see Page 7
also in the United Benefice magazine ‘Five Alive’ available from all churches  

and the Village Website: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Please submit entries for the May/June 2010 Issue before Friday 9th April

The Editor would like to express his appreciation & thanks to Peta Hunt for proof reading 
and Jane Finnimore and all her team for Distribution.

Every effort is made to ensure that diary details are correct when compiled but confirmation should be obtained from event organisers. 
All advertisements & contributions to the newsletter are accepted at face value and the Editor cannot vouch for their accuracy.

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor            � Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter 2010

If any reader has knowledge of stories, anecdotes or the history of our village,
the Editor of this newsletter would most appreciate hearing of them for possible future articles.

Please contact me on either 01794 368577 or mike.koscian@btinternet.com

March

Thurs 4th 7.30pm Friends – Designing a Cruise liner The Barns
Tues 9th 11 - 12 Mobile Police Office Jubilee Hall CP
Thurs 11th 7.15pm Scouts OAP Spring Party Jubilee Hall
Fri 12th 7.30pm Forest Forge – Free Folk Jubilee Hall
Mon 15th 7.30pm Hort Soc Spring Show Jubilee Hall
Thurs 18th 1.00pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Sat 20th 9 –

12:30
Church Spring Clean St Marys

Weds 24th 7.30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall

April

Sat 10th 10 – 12 St Andrews Church Open Morning St Andrews
Mon 12th 7.30pm Hort Soc – Gardening with native plants Jubilee Hall 
Thurs 15th 1.00pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Weds 28th 7.30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall

May June
Mon 10 th Hort Soc
Sat 15th Plant Sale Mon 14th Hort Soc
Weds 26th

Thurs 27th
Parish Council
Friends

Weds 23rd Parish Council


