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May – June 2010
VILLAGE INFORMATION

Police
Phone 101 

08450 45 45 45 (Ask for the Force Enquiry Centre)
For urgent calls ONLY use 999 

Churches: 
St Mary’s Michelmersh
St Andrew’s Timsbury

Rector: The Revd Canon Bruce Kington 368335

Parish Council
Clerk: Katie Hardy  367289

parishclerk@michelmershandtimsbury.org
Chairman: Bob Davis  368118

WEBSITE:  www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Test Valley Borough Council

Romsey 527700 : Andover 01264 368000
Web site: www.testvalley.gov.uk

TVBC Councillor Tony Ward 01794 389649
Email: cllrtward@testvalley.gov.uk

HCC County Councillor
Andrew Gibson 01264 861138
MP Sandra Gidley MP: 511900

Jubilee Hall 368976 : Warden/Bookings 368492 : 
Tree Warden Mr B Raines 368435

Items for the Newsletter for July - August 2010 before Friday 11th June please.
Contributions to the Editor at: The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane, Timsbury, SO51 0NW 

or preferably email:- mike.koscian@btinternet.com
The Newsletter is produced for the Parish Council and distributed by volunteers every two months

For information contact the Editor, Mike Koscian Tel: 01794 368577

St Mary’s Michelmersh Flowers

Anyone interested in helping with St Mary’s flowers should 
contact Marjorie Duguid on

01794 368235
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Romsey District 
Cars 

Will get you were you want to be!!

Unique Text Service
Comfortable 4 and 6 Seat Vehicles

Airports
Heathrow From Ä59.00
Gatwick From Ä70.00

Book now on the following Numbers

01794 342322
07891 169549

E-mail: info@romseydistrictcars.co.uk

Painter and Decorator
S.J.OXENHAM
4 Chartwell Close

Allbrook, Eastleigh SO50 4PZ
Tel:02380 611673

One Man Business

Established (1967)

Interior/Exterior

No Job Too Small

Estimates without obligation

Reliable Local Tradesman

Oil Boiler Specialists

 Installation, Servicing and Repairs.
 OFTEC Registered.
 Oil Tank Replacement.

All Plumbing And Heating, From A Tap Washer, 
To Full Central Heating.

 Power-Flushing
 Solar Heating
 Underfloor Heating
 Full Bathroom Installation
 Over 25 Years Experience

J.C. Harfield 
Carpentry & Building
Free Quotations

Competitive Rates

No Job Too 
Small

- All Carpentry & Joinery Undertaken
- Roofing & Loft Conversions
- Extensions & Garages
- Kitchens & Internal Fittings
- Garden Decking & Summerhouses

Call Jon to chat about your requirements 

07811 107358
jcharfield@gmail.com
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EDITORIAL

Were you there on Easter Monday to help plant
the Community Garden hedge? It was great fun 
and the weather was kind – Not too hot, not too
cold. The coffee and cake helped of course! The 
garden is progressing nicely thanks to all those 
volunteers who are kindly giving up their time to 
help. Special mention must go to Sue Leadbetter 
and Helen Palmer.
St Andrews Church had an open morning on the 
12th April. I found the church very interesting and 
once more the coffee and cake even more 
enjoyable. This was especially so as the sun 
shone, highlighting the stained glass windows, 
beautiful Church and surroundings. I believe more 
open days are planned.
On the 17th May there will be the Annual Parish 
Meeting in the Jubilee Hall. This is your chance to 
air your views on the village and to question your 
Parish Councillors, maybe even a Local 
Councillor. Last year Parish Councillors
outnumbered the parishioners! Let’s show some 
interest in the village by attending and participating 
in this meeting.
To enable you to stock up your garden the Village 
Horticultural Society (HortSoc) will be holding their 

annual Plant Sale in the Jubilee Hall on Saturday 
the 15th May. Be there early as they do sell out 
quickly. On the same day you can join the Working 
Party tidying up at the Old Barns.
Whatever you do don’t miss the village BBQ on
the 25th June. Thanks to the kind generosity of Jan 
and Peter Clarke it will again be held in their 
garden. Let’s hope for a glorious evening. Further 
details of all events can be found elsewhere in this 
newsletter.
On a more sombre note one villager had their car 
stolen from outside St Mary’s Church. We should 
be vigilant at all times both at home and out and 
about.
There have been complaints about dog poo being 
left in bags around the village. I know we need to 
clean up after our dogs but that does not mean 
leaving the offending item in a bag tied to a bush! 
Of course it may be visitors from further afield who 
are the culprits. Either way let’s keep our village 
clean and tidy!
Finally I heard my first cuckoo on the 17th April –
Who heard the earliest?

Mike Koscian

VILLAGE NEWS PAPER DELIVERY

Following the thank you in the last Newsletter to 
Kathy for delivering our newspapers during the 
snow and her husband’s recent illness I received 
the following:
What a lovely surprise to find myself mentioned in 
the last Newsletter. Thank you – Though I couldn’t 
have done it without you all. Peter and I have been 
overwhelmed by every ones’ kindness since his 
heart attack. Thank you most sincerely for your 
prayers, cards and messages of encouragement. 
He has made a good recovery and is doing his 
best to keep it that way… Me?.. I just have to re-
grow my fingernails.

Love from Kathy and Peter Hatcher

VILLAGE WEATHER

Average Overnight 
Temperature

Minimum Overnight 
Temperature

Average Day Time 
Temperature

Maximum Day Time 
Temperature

Rainfall
mm

February 1 (1.3) -4 (-5) 5.6 (7.2) 10 (12) 75 (57)
March 2.3 (2.5) -5 (-2) 10 (11.9) 17 (17) 63 (38)

Last years figures in brackets



Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter – May/June 2010

4

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH TIMSBURY

Since the last Newsletter we have 
been pretty busy. On Mothering 
Sunday we were delighted to host 
the baptism of Isla McKinnon; her 
family have recently moved to the 
village. 
We sadly said farewell to Ken 

Jacobs, a long term resident of the parish, who had 
been ill for some time.
We have had a busy time over Easter, with the usual 
services, but in addition a Mad Hatter’s Tea Party at 
the Mill House Greatbridge. The week after Easter we 
had our church open day; the first of three we are 
hoping to run this year. Sadly, so many churches 
have to remain locked these days, that we thought it 
would be nice to open the church on a regular basis, 
and we felt that starting after Easter would be good so 
that everyone could see how beautifully the church 
had been decorated for the Easter Services. My 
thanks to all those who have worked so hard to make 
these events so successful. 

We are hoping to have another on 12th June and one 
on 25th September, in the afternoon, so that people 
can see the church decorated for the Harvest 
Festival.

Dr John Glasspool-PCC Secretary and 
Churchwarden                         

01794 368017
churchwarden1@btinternet.com

THE FRIENDS OF MICHELMERSH CHURCH

On 4th March the Friends enjoyed a particularly 
informative and interesting evening from local 
resident, Richard Vie. 
Richards talk “Designing a Modern Cruise Liner” 
opened all our eyes to the complexities and 
timescales from concept to maiden voyage and sea 
trials of these great ships.   
Richard explained with the aid of digitally projected 
diagrams and photographs everything from how the 
external dimensions and shapes are established, then 
right on through the ship from engines, cabins and 
environmental rubbish and sewerage disposal 
considerations.   The kitchens and restaurants are 
particularly well detailed, with only the highest quality 
of materials used in their construction.
The costs and pay back times of the larger vessels 
ensure that cruising can be a cheaper holiday option 

and the potential growth of this market sector is 
enormous. Richard was busy answering many 
excellent questions from a lively audience.
The next meeting at the Old Barns on 27th May at
19.30pm will be the Annual General Meeting and 
members will afterwards be sharing their childhood 
memories with us, which should doubtless bring a 
smile to a few faces as we remember our youth!  
The new 2010-2011 programme will also be available 
at this meeting. We have some excellent speakers on 
a wide variety of both local and general topics lined up 
and newcomers to the village are encouraged to join 
us at The Barns where you will be sure of a very 
friendly welcome.
David Simmonds
Chairman - Friends of Michelmersh Church

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY CARE GROUP

If you need a lift to your appointment with the doctor, dentist or hospital we are here to help

Jane Finnimore    368349        Johanna Koscian         368577               Mary Lees 368718
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COMMUNITY GARDEN

COMMUNITY SPIRIT WINS THE MORNING AND 
PLANTS A HEDGE

Monday the fifth of April 09:30 and an enthusiastic 
group of people gathered, spades and forks in hand, to 
help plant the hedge along the fence line in the new 
Community Wildlife gardens behind Jubilee Hall.  A 
wonderful show of village spirit saw over 25 people, 
young and more experienced, lending a hand during 
the morning.  All worked hard lifting turf, digging, 
planting, covering, shovelling gravel and enjoying 
home-made cakes and tea.
Helen Palmer, local landscape architect, led the party 
giving everyone jobs to complete. By lunchtime the 
hedge was planted with weed matting and gravel 

placed at its base.  A brilliant mornings work.  
Thank you to all who came and played their part in 
planting a piece of village history behind our Village 
Hall.  It was great to see people from far and wide enjoy 
the fun and community spirit during the morning.
The next stage of development will see a patio built 
onto the back of the hall, grass planted and seating 
located within the garden area.  If you would like to 
know more, the plans and a display of photos are on 
the notice board in the hall foyer.  If you can offer your 
time or would like to make a donation to the garden by 
way of sponsoring a bench please contact
Helen Palmer on (01794 367 224).

Sue Leadbetter

GM Property Services Ltd for all aspects of 
building maintenance, home improvement & 

repairs including;
 Tiling (Walls & Floors) 

 Laminate/Hardwood Flooring

 General Carpentry

 Painting & Decorating

 Kitchen Fitting

No Job Too Small- Competitive Rates
A Friendly, Reliable & Professional Local Service

Call: 0845 116 2414 (free from BT landlines) 
Mobile: 07843 413268

Email: enquiry@gmpsltd.co.uk

Quality Property Maintenance & Improvement

GM 
Property 

Services L td
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Dear Friends,

It is only a few days since Parliament was formally dissolved by the Queen, but already, it seems, we 
are in danger of being totally overwhelmed by the blanket coverage given by the media to the General 
Election. I should think that most of us could recite in our sleep the arguments being raised by the 
political parties in favour if this approach or that approach to the economy!

Sadly, not one of the main political parties yet seems to be addressing what is arguably a more 
fundamental issue than the economy; namely, why have the standards of our nation sunk to such a low 
ebb? I would suggest that the decline in public morality is almost equalled by the rise in the rejection of 
the Christian Faith. This is a particular question to be considering in this Easter Season, for what is 
Easter all about, but a revolutionary force whose life-changing power can deeply affect people in the 
present. St. Paul makes this quite clear when writing to the Ephesians: “I pray...that you may know 
God’s incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty 
strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead.”

How does this resurrection power affect individuals? First, it deals with guilt from the past. The death 
and resurrection of Jesus have the power to wipe out the stain of misery caused by wrong actions in 
the past that can profoundly affect attitudes in the present. Secondly, resurrection power highlights for 
people the ethical paths they should be following into the future. “Love your neighbour as you love 
yourself” is a phrase brought to mind by the risen Christ. Honesty; decency; kindness; gentleness; 
humility – all these are virtues poured into the life of the Christian by the Spirit of the risen Christ. 
Thirdly, if this resurrection power can so affect the lives of individuals, it can also have a profound 
influence on the life of a nation. Jesus said, “The Son of man came not to be served, but to serve.” Is 
this not meant also to be of the essence of political power? To be entrusted to high office in the land, 
not for its perks, but for the opportunity to serve the people and to serve them gladly.

Ultimately the risen power of Jesus is unstoppable. What an important time, then, to be praying for our 
would be politicians, that they may know and exercise, not political power, but the power of the risen 
Lord, enabling our people to say, with real joy in their hearts, that ancient Easter greeting: “Christ is 
risen! He is risen indeed, Hallelujah!”

Yours sincerely, 

Bruce Kington, Rector.

ST. MARY'S, MICHELMERSH   ~  ST. ANDREW'S, TIMSBURY
in the United Benefice of Braishfield

Rector: The Revd. Canon Bruce Kington, 
The Rectory, Braishfield

Telephone: 01794 368335
Day off: Tuesday



Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter – May/June 2010

7

CHURCH SERVICES
May/June 2010

St Mary’s, Michelmersh and St Andrew’s, Timsbury
Also All Saints Braishfield, St John’s Farley Chamberlayne and All Saints Awbridge

 Michelmersh Timsbury Braishfield
Farley 

Chamberlayne Awbridge



Details are 
understood to 

be correct when 
printed.



COMPLETE
UP TO DATE 
DETAILS OF 
ANY LAST 

MINUTE 
CHANGES TO 

SERVICES, CAN 
BE FOUND IN 
THE UNITED 
BENEFICE 
MAGAZINE

‘FIVE ALIVE’ 
AVAILABLE 
FROM ALL 

CHURCHES, 
PUBLISHED 
BI-MONTHLY 

& THE VILLAGE 
WEBSITE



May
Sunday 2nd

5th of Easter

9.30 am
Morning 
Worship

11.00 am
Morning 
Prayer

8.00 am Holy 
Communion

9.30 am
Family Service

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 9th

6th of Easter

6.00 pm
Holy 

Communion

11.00 am
Jam Family 

Service

9.30 am
Morning 
Prayer

8.00 am
Holy 

Communion 

9.30 am
Morning 
Worship

Thursday 13th

Ascension Day
7.30pm

Holy 
Communion

Sunday 16th

7th of Easter
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer

8.00 am
Holy

Communion

6.00 pm
Evening 
Prayer

11.00 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion
Sunday 23rd

Pentecost
8.00 am

Holy 
Communion

6.00 pm
Evening 
Prayer

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am
Family

Worship
Sunday 30th

Trinity Sunday
9.30am
UB Holy 

Communion
June

Sunday 6th

1st after Trinity
9.30 am

Morning Prayer

11.00 am
Morning 
Prayer

8.00 am Holy 
Communion

9.30 am 
Family Service

6.30pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm
Sunday 13th

2nd after Trinity
6.00pm

Holy 
Communion

11.00 am
Jam Family 

Service

9:30 am
Morning Prayer 

8.00 am
Holy 

Communion

9.30 am
Morning 
Worship

Sunday 20th

3rd after Trinity
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
8.00 am

Holy 
Communion

6.00pm
Evening Prayer

11.00 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion
Sunday 27th
4th after Trinity

8.00 am
Holy 

Communion

6.00 pm
Evening 
Prayer

9.30 am
Holy 

Communion

11.00 am
Morning 
Prayer

9.30 am
Family 

Worship

 Michelmersh Timsbury Braishfield Farley 
Chamberlayne Awbridge
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JUBILEE HALL

In March the Forest Forge Theatre Company brought us their performance of Free Folk, a new play by Gary 
Owen.  With only 5 actors, quite a lot for an FF production; a sloping stage and apparently only 2 chairs as 
props, the actors, Directory Kirsty, and Stage Manager Dom did a wonderful job, as we have come to expect 
from this theatre group.  Those who attended thoroughly enjoyed the performance.

The new Community Garden, to the rear of the hall is taking shape – there was a real community spirit there 
on Easter Monday – if you weren’t there why not take a look.  More about the garden elsewhere in this issue.

The Jubilee Hall Committee are organising this year’s Village Barbeque – Friday 25th June. Please support 
this event, it is always good fun – even if it rains.

Many of you will receive emails from me from time to time, reminding you of events, and recently asking for 
volunteers.  I hope you don’t mind, if you do please let me know and I will remove you from the mailing list.  If 
you have not received any mailings and would like to let me have your email address – you never know what 
you may be missing! I send blind copies so your email address is not advertised widely.

Kath Davis
kathdavis@btinternet.com

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY JUBILEE HALL 
COMMITTEE

Registered Charity No.  287890

VILLAGE BARBEQUE
and Raffle

FRIDAY 25TH JUNE @ 18:45

Smallberry Hill, Haccups Lane
With kind permission of Peter & Jan Clarke

Tickets �6 from: Kath Davis – 368118
John Hunt – 368745

Email: tickets@michelmershandtimsbury.org

The offer of a salad – variety to be agreed – will be most 
welcome
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MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Following much poor weather the Spring 
Show was delayed for two weeks. 
Considerable optimism was expressed by 
members when on Monday March 29th

daffodils began to show their anticipated 

Spring blooms around the village.  However 
on the morning of the show there was very 
heavy rain and there were fears that the show 
might after all be a washout.  Come the 
evening all was well and the Society was able 
to welcome the judge Raymond Hayward, a 
daffodil authority, who complimented 
members on the quality and quantity of the 
exhibits. He said that the miniature class was 
perhaps the best he had seen. Such remarks 
were much appreciated from an RHS Judge 
who would be judging the Spring Show at 
Wisley a couple of weeks later. The overall 
winner for the Hardwick Cup was Kath Davis; 
the Mary Newsam 
Trophy went to 
John Chambers 
and the Memorial 
Quaich went to Jan 
Clarke.  The Fay 
Bradshaw cup went 
to Ann Dowland.
Presenting the cups 
Mr Hayward, who 
had entertained the 
members with his 
comments, said
what a good show it was in view of the recent 
weather.

Before introducing the speaker at the April 
12th meeting Chairman Jane Chambers 
thanked the membership for making the 
Spring Show so successful (see above). She 
went on to say that the Society’s involvement 
with the emerging Community Garden, visible 
though the doors of the hall, suggested that 
they might be called the Jubilee Hall Ground 

Force team!  
Our speaker for the evening was Alan 
Edmondson, from Bowercot Garden Design, 
Lymington. He opened his talk by telling how 
30 years previously he had found in a second 
hand book shop “Wild Flowers in the Garden” 
by Walter Ingwerson.  He had been 
fascinated by this subject ever since. He had 
over 80 slides to show us and went on to 
summarise the subjects darting to and from 
his projector as he did so. These spanned the 
whole gamut of plants from nettles to cowslips 
via viburnum, buttercups, grasses, 
strawberries, even deadly nightshade. Where 
relevant he went into the details of single, 
double and even multiple blooms. It was an 
encyclopaedic presentation covering all 
aspects of his subject – so much so that there 
were hardly any questions from members 
afterward!

Forthcoming events include at 7.30 pm on 
May 10th “The Restoration of Hinton 
Ampner” by John Wood, Head Gardener. 
The Society also looks forward to its 
celebrated Plant Sale on Saturday 15th May 
at 10.00 am. The remarkably low annual 
membership subscription depends very much 
on the success of the annual plant sale and 
we hope all members will support the event. It 
is open to everyone, admission is free. There 
will be lots of plant bargains for sale, including 
bedding plants and vegetables. Donations of 
surplus plants should be brought to the hall 
on Friday evening, or early Saturday. Helpers 
on Friday evening and Saturday will be very 
welcome.
On Monday 14 June The Rose Show takes 
place- The hall will be open for staging from 
6:45pm to 7:15pm. The judge, David Stone of 
Mottisfont Rose Garden will talk at the 
meeting

Peter Pritchett-Brown
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HERON  INTERIORS

All Soft Furnishing requirements
catered for

Curtains/Loose Covers/
Blinds/Valances/Pelmets/etc

Wide range of fabrics available
Home visits

Competitive prices

THE HERONS, ROMSEY
01794 368355

James Harrap 
Computers

Fully qualified IT Teacher
Support in your home or office

No call out 
charge.

Competitive 
rates.

- Troubleshooting PC faults
- Support using your computer

- New PC systems
- Broadband & wireless setup
- Upgrades and accessories

Call now to chat about your requirements 
with your local IT professional.

01962 861227
www.jamesharrap.co.uk

Mark
Penn-Newman

HIGH QUALITY
INTERIOR AND

EXTERIOR
LOCAL

PAINTER
Telephone:

01794 884796
Mobile:

07810480274

Maree Welch MCSP SRP BMAS

A friendly personal private service 
available at
ALMA RD SURGERY, ROMSEY





Joint/spinal mobilization,




Massage, muscle injuries,




Acupuncture, 




Electrotherapy.




Whiplash, headaches.




Sports Injury rehabilitation

Self or GP referrals.

Email: maree.welch@tiscali.co.uk
Phone:01794 513422
Mob: 07763466629
Member of Chartered Society of 
Physiotherapists.
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MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Financial Matters and Projects
The Parish Council has built up useful reserves over the 
last few years and is planning to carry out overdue 
refurbishment to some of the Council’s assets, including 
the fencing to the recreation ground.   I am pleased to 
confirm that the Parish Council is moving forward with 
plans to enhance the children's playground on 
Mannyngham Way. Over the next couple of months, 
several designs will be submitted to the Parish Council 
by various suppliers.  Feedback received from the pre-
school and youth club regarding the equipment 
selection, variety and layout will then be considered in 
deciding the final plan.  This equipment is expensive, 
and progress will depend on how successful we are in 
obtaining grants. 
Any suggestions at this stage from parishioners 
concerning the play park, or indeed any other facilties in 
the village needing updating or improvement, are most 
welcome.  Obviously we cannot meet all expectations, 
but we are looking to plan ahead with a programme of 
improvements. 
Waltet Community Grant Scheme
The Council has received the offer of grants from Waltet 
Materials.  The grants, up to a maximum of  �250 , are 
available to individuals or organisations in Michelmersh, 
Timsbury or Braishfield.   The offer letter reads 
“Applicants will be required to demonstrate that in the 
case of individuals a grant will be made for self 
development or achievement.  Applications from 
organisations will need to demonstrate that the funds will 
be used for the benefit of the local community”.
For more information and an application form, please 
contact me on 01794 367289.
Community Issues
The Council would like to thank to Brian Raines for his 
work in improving and maintaining the area known as 
the 'Pocket Park' at the end of Mannyngham Way.  Mr. 
Raines has coppiced the trees, cleared undergrowth, 
and installed a new gate and fencing.  This section of 
the copse is open to all, but please keep to the defined 
paths to avoid disturbing wildlife or damaging wild 
flowers.   
Planning
The Parish Council have reviewed a number of planning 
applications during the last two months. The Council 
considers all planning applications for developments in 
the parish and reports to Test Valley Borough Council or 
Hampshire County Council (on applications relating to 
minerals or waste) who determine the applications.
Planning Applications (not determined on 8 March )
The Parish Council raised no objections to the following 
applications:
1 Hilltop Cottages, Manor Farm Lane, Michelmersh –
first floor extension to rear.
Change of use of an alterations to redundant stable 
building to a dwelling at The Stable Yard, Manor Lane, 
Timsbury.  
Single storey rear extension at Inglewood , Manor Farm 
Lane, Michelmersh.  
The Council agreed that it would not raise any objections 

to the proposed development at Timsbury Lake, Jinny 
Lane, by Southampton Solent University to use the lake 
as a manned model centre for training the helmsmen of 
large ships.  However, the Council would wish to be 
assured that Test Valley Borough Council were satisfied 
that if the development were approved, the wildlife 
habitat would be adequately protected during the 
construction and operation of the facility. 
The Parish Council did object to the erection of post and 
wire fencing to the eastern boundary of a site at land 
north of the A3057 and west of New Road.  A previous 
application had been refused by TVBC. 
Planning Determinations:
The following planning applications, previously 
considered by the Parish Council, have been determined 
by Test Valley Borough Council or at Appeal:
Replacement and relocation of cricket nets and erect 
protective cage at the Recreation Ground for 
Michelmerch and Timsbury Sports Club – approved,
Erection of a single storey building for use as an annexe 
at Squirrels Lodge, Rudd Lane - approved, 
Replacement dwelling at Robertha, Hill View Road, 
Michelmersh – the Appeal against refusal of planning 
permission was dismissed.
Woodlands, Haccups Lane -Demolition of existing and 
erection of new dwelling – approved
Demolition of dwellings and erection of two replacement 
dwellings with new vehicular access and landscaping at 
Heritage and little Heritage, Rudd Lane - approved.
Roads
Councillor Andrew Gibson attended our March Parish 
Council meeting.  He addressed the Parish Council 
regarding the current condition of the County's roads.   
Councillor Gibson stated that there was a large backlog 
of repair work, but that there was a need to improve the 
level of quality assurance in a bid to ensure that road 
repairs, with special reference to pot holes, are being 
carried out to an acceptable standard.  The Parish 
Council is compiling a list of potholes etc in need of 
urgent repair and Cllr Gibson undertook to expedite this 
work. The Parish Council has also submitted a request 
to Hampshire County Council for four grit bins.
Community Garden
The Community Garden is now under way!  The fencing 
and hedge planting has been done.  Easter Monday saw 
a hive of activity and a great turnout for the 'Ground 
Force' day.  The Community Garden Team would like to 
extend a big thank-you to all who participated.
Parish Council Meetings
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Monday, 17th

May in the Jubilee Hall.  This is an opportunity for 
parishioners to speak or ask questions on any issue 
affecting the village.  The Annual Meeting of the Parish 
Council will be held on 26th May.
Parishioners are reminded that Agendas for Parish 
Council Meetings, and Minutes of past meetings, can be 
found on the Village Website at 
www.michelmershandtimsbury.org 

Katie Hardy, Parish Clerk
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MICHELMERSH SILVER BAND

The usually quiet post-Christmas period found the 
band busily rehearsing for the wedding of two of our 
members. In February, tenor horn player Carrie 
Dobson and percussionist Sebastian Day were 
married at Highcliffe Castle in Dorset with MSB 
providing the music throughout the civil service. 
With bride, groom, bridesmaids and ushers 
accounting for some seven players, favours owed 
from other bands were called in to find 
replacements to make it a day for Mr and Mrs Day 
to remember forever. Bridesmaids and cornet 
players Jo Bowles (bride’s twin sister), Katie Topp 
and Claire Eldridge stunned the guests by 
producing their instruments to play a sparkling 
rendition of Bugler’s Holiday, accompanied on the 
triangle by non-brass playing bridesmaid Bryony 
Day (groom’s sister)! We all enjoyed a great 
reception at Rhinefield House and wish Carrie and 
Seb every happiness in their married life.
In March the band competed in the First Section 
Qualifying Competition for the National Brass Band 
Championships, finishing in a disappointing 
eleventh place. Expectations had not been high 
going in to the contest, with our rehearsal schedule 
not having gone to plan for various unavoidable 
reasons, but it was still a huge disappointment – we 
have become used to winning of late. It was down 
to our Training Band to lift spirits at the Basingstoke 

Music Festival which they entered for the first time 
this year. Jan Boler’s decision to split her young 
players into a Junior band for novice players, and 
Training Band for more experienced players really 
paid off with the Training Band winning their section 
and being awarded both high praise and the highest 
ensemble marks, (92), of the day by the adjudicator. 
At our recent Annual General Meeting, Jan reported 
that membership across the two bands now stands 
at 43 – a testament to the work she and her main 
band helpers have put in to building the 
Michelmersh Band of the future. Also discussed at 
the AGM was the need to resolve the Manor Farm 
Lane site situation to enable repayment of the loan 
for the purchase of the new Band Hall. The 
Treasurer, Richard Boler, outlined preparatory work 
done by the committee to maximise the sale 
potential of the land, with Chairman Adam Smith 
stressing to those in attendance the need to 
achieve maximum revenue from the sale to secure 
Michelmersh Band’s future in its new home. We 
hope that we can count on the support of the village 
in our endeavours in this regard.
We are about to embark upon a busy summer 
schedule and look forward to seeing you all at the 
village barbecue in June.

Claire ToppSecretary, MSB

ANY OLD… ANY OLD… ANY….?

If in your shed or store you have any old carpentry 
tools that haven’t been used for years and which one 
day may land up at Bunny Lane then prick up your 
ears because here is possible solution. Tools for Self 
Reliance is a local charity which supports small 
businesses in Africa with training and tools. It collects 
old tools, sharpens, cleans and generally restores 
them and then sends them out to Africa where they will 
be used to help people with skills to earn a living.
Tools for Self Reliance welcome gifts of good quality 
tools for wood working/metal working/ blacksmithing 
and tailoring (for example black Singer sewing 
machines) and is particularly short of carpentry and 
blacksmithing tools.
So, if you have any of these things that you no longer 
use and which are of good quality, not broken nor worn 
out, then you can ring Tools for Self Reliance at Netley 
Marsh on 023 8086 9697 or call in at their 
workshops on Ringwood Road. If you can’t get to 
Netley Marsh in person the charity can also collect.
You will have more shelf space and the knowledge that 
your tools will no longer be idle and in the way.
Tools for Self Reliance also needs money and 
volunteers in the UK to fund its projects and keep all 
the tools moving. For more information visit its website 
at www.tfsr.org

John Chambers
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THE OLD MICHELMERSH FARM TRUST

This Trust was formed in 1979 to save and 
preserve ‘The Barns’ as an asset for the village.
Since that time it has provided a venue for a wide 
range of social functions, with the evident approval 
of those taking part, at no charge to the 
community. Its income has come from two
sources, rental of space for craft type activities and 
hire charges for functions held in the Long Barn. 
The day to day operating costs are low, as it is ‘A 
Company Limited by Guarantee’ (i.e. A Not for 
Profit Company) and neither its Management or 
Members are permitted to receive any
remuneration. The current value of the property 
would now be many times the original purchase 
price, but if it were ever sold the proceeds would 
have to go to a similar operation elsewhere, and 
would be lost to the village.
This official notification regarding a Licence 
Application to Test Valley Borough Council is
necessary in order to comply with current licensing 
regulations for the activities and functions we have 
provided in the past. There is no intention to 
change their annual number, which has been kept 
to below twelve, which includes the Harvest 

Suppers and  Carols at Christmas but exclude the 
talks organized by the Friends of Michelmersh 
Church.   
The Management will continue to be undertaken 
by my daughter Elaine Roberts and Christoph
Gotting, while I hope to start to reduce my 
involvement after 31 years. If the Trust is to 
survive and hopefully develop its full potential it 
needs to share out its management functions. It 
requires a Treasurer who can look after 
preparation and filling of Annual Accounts and 
other statutary returns, while the recruitment of 
one or more younger persons could broaden the
range of facilities and appeal to that section of the 
community.
Finally another Barns Working party is to be held 
on Saturday 15th May between 2.30 pm. and 5.00 
pm to tidy up the yard and surrounds. If you are 
able to come please bring strong gloves and the 
usual garden tools to handle brambles and general 
tidying up tasks.   
For further information on any of the above 
items please contact me.   Tony Roberts.    
368387

TEST VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL LICENSING ACT 2003 - Public Notice

The Old Michelmersh Farm Trust Limited is applying for the Grant of a Premises Licence for the Long 
Barn on its site at Church Road, Michelmersh, Romsey, Hampshire. SO51 0NR

If granted the application will allow the following licensable activities to take place : 
The Provision of a very limited number annually, of  regulated social events including entertainment, 
concerts, exhibitions, meetings, parties, talks, primarily for the benefit of the local residents of 
Michelmersh and Timsbury and to provide an income to maintain the Long Barn which is a Grade II 
building.

Any person wishing to make representations in relation to this application may do so by writing to:
Licensing Manager, Legal and Democratic Service, Test Valley
Borough Council, Beech Hurst, Weyhill Road, Andover Hampshire SP10 3AJ.  Tel: 01264 368013  Fax: 
01264 368005,
Email : licensing@testvalley.gov.uk

Representations may be made for 28 consecutive days from the date of this notice.
A copy of the application for the grant of the above licence is kept by the Licensing Authority at the 
above address. The Application can be viewed during normal office hours. It is an offence knowingly 
or recklessly to make a false statement In connection with an application and a person guilty of an 
offence is liable to a summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale.

1st. May 2010
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VIEWFINDERS OF ROMSEY CAMERA CLUB

Donald Bradshaw’s presentation on Madagascar for 
the club fundraising evening on 23 March was to his 
usual high standard, with some superb wildlife 
photographs, including many of the famous lemurs and 
other endemic species on the island.
The snowy weather in the early part of the year, and 
the consequent cancellation of some meetings in 
January, has resulted in the need to re-arrange them in 
the summer part of the programme.  Therefore there 
are no less than 3 assessment evenings during May 
and June!  This has been necessary to complete the 
normal 8 assessments held during the year.  The 
Chairman’s evening on 18 May has also been re-
arranged from January, with Steve Rogers coming 
along to talk about the War Graves Photographic 
Record – should be an interesting evening!
On 22 June, a group of members are going along to 
photograph at Marwell Wildlife Park, after it is closed to 
the public – an opportunity to get some photographs 
when the park is quiet and hopefully in the evening 
sunlight!  
The image included for you here is the very 
imaginative “Shadows” by Margery May, one of the 
print finalists for the Les Fredericks trophy, held in 
honour of a former member on set subjects.  This year 
the print subject was “People Working”, and Margery’s 
photograph caught the judge’s eye because she used 
a different approach and chose to present the image of 
the man painting as a shadow. 
All our meetings are held in the Jubilee Hall on 
Tuesdays, starting at 7.30pm. Please come along to 
any evenings that interest you.
Programme May - June 2010  
11 May: Assessment of members’ prints and digital 
images – judged by John Wigley 

18 May: Chairman's Evening - Steve Rogers talks 
about the War Graves Photographic Record
25 May: Assessment of members’ prints and digital 
images – judged by John Randall
8 Jun: Treasure Hunt
15 Jun: Assessment of members’ prints and digital 
images – judged by George Walsh
22 Jun: Members’ photographic trip to Marwell Wildlife 
Park
29 Jun: Mix & Match Competition

Margaret Kirby Publicity Officer
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THE JUBILEE LUNCH CLUB

Hello everyone. The lunch club continues to meet on the third Thursday of each month between 1 and 3pm. By 
the time you read this we will have enjoyed a delicious Roast lamb spring meal in April and introduced a few new 
ideas.
There is lots of room in the hall for friends to meet and catch up and what better way to do it than by coming to 
the lunch club. We are introducing a lighter option for those who do not wish to have a full meal in the middle of 
the day and hope this will attract some new interest. All you have to do is decide to come. Give me a ring 
(367134) or email (clarissa@littleherons.com) so that I can coordinate the catering. Bon appetite!

Clarissa Smith

Property Maintenance & Handyman Services 
Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating 

Wallpapering 
Sheds & Fences Erected  Painted & Re felted

Grass Cutting, Hedge Cutting & Strimming
Floor & Wall Tiling  

Flat Pack Assembly & Small Carpentry Work
Windows & Doors Repaired & Replaced 

House & Garden Clearance
Fascia Boards & Gutters Cleaned, Repaired & Replaced 

Driveways & Paths Repaired & Re surfaced 
Kitchens & Bathrooms Fitted

Ground Works & Drainage 
Brick work & Repointing work
Collection & Delivery Service

Plus many other areas of maintenance work & odd jobs carried out 
Ben Kington 

Telephone : 01794 368536 
Mobile : 07866551725

Fully insured  References available
Free Estimates

Registered Charity Number: 220949

Romsey & District Local Office:
Red Cross Centre, 10 Greatwell Drive, Romsey 
(opposite Nightingale Surgery)
Coordinator: Kathy Astbury on 01794 513202 - 24 
hour answer phone
Romsey Medical Loan 
Red Cross Centre, 10 Greatwell Drive, Romsey 
(opposite Nightingale Surgery)
Open 10.30am to 12.30pm - Monday to Friday. 
Enquiries: 01794 513202 - 24 hour answer phone. 
First Aid Group: Tel: 01794 513202. Volunteers 
always needed.
First Aid Enquiries: 0844 871 8000.
For Volunteers: Tel: 01962 891663 Paul Isted or 
email: PKIsted@redcross.org.uk 

J & P AIRPORT TRANSFERS
AIRPORTS AND LONG DISTANCE JOURNEYS

COMPETETIVE RATES

SERVICE AT ITS BEST

17 years of Airport & Sea Port Transfers
No excess for unsocial hrs, parking or waiting

Our price guaranteed on booking

TEL/FAX 01794 513340   MOBILE 07971 363250
James@allenjames.orangehome.co.uk



Back Cover

Michelmersh & Timsbury
Diary

May/June 2010
The Village Website carries updated information: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

Main Hampshire school holidays:
Summer Half Term 31 May ~ 4 June, Summer Holiday 26 July ~ 3 Sept

Details of Church Services see Page 7
also in the United Benefice magazine ‘Five Alive’ available from all churches  

and the Village Website: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Please submit entries for the July/August 2010 Issue before Friday 11th June 

The Editor would like to express his appreciation & thanks to Peta Hunt for proof reading 
and Jane Finnimore and all her team for Distribution.

Every effort is made to ensure that diary details are correct when compiled but confirmation should be obtained from event organisers. 
All advertisements & contributions to the newsletter are accepted at face value and the Editor cannot vouch for their accuracy.

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor            � Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter 2010

If any reader has knowledge of stories, anecdotes or the history of our village,
the Editor of this newsletter would most appreciate hearing of them for possible future articles.

Please contact me on either 01794 368577 or mike.koscian@btinternet.com

May

Tues 11th 11 - 12 Mobile Police Office Jubilee Hall CP
Mon 10th 7.30pm Hort Soc – Restoration of Hinton Ampner Jubilee Hall
Sat 15th 10am Plant Sale Jubilee Hall
Sat 15th 2.30pm Old Barns Tidy up Working Party The Old Barns
Mon 17th 7.30pm Annual Parish Meeting Jubilee Hall
Thurs 20th 1.00pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Weds 26th 7.30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall
Thurs 27th 7.30pm Friends – AGM & Your childhood recollections The Barns

June

Tues 8th 11 - 12 Mobile Police Office Jubilee Hall CP
Mon 14th 7.30pm Hort Soc – Rose Show Jubilee Hall 
Thurs 17th 1.00pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Weds 23rd 7.30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall
Fri 25th 6:45pm Village BBQ Smallberry Hill

July August
Mon 12 th Hort Soc
Weds 28th

Thurs 22nd
Parish Council
Friends


