
July - August 2010
VILLAGE INFORMATION

Police
Phone 101

08450 45 45 45 (Ask for the Force Enquiry Centre)
For urgent calls ONLY use 999

Churches:
St Mary’s Michelmersh
St Andrew’s Timsbury

Rector: The Revd Canon Bruce Kington 368335

Parish Council
Clerk: Katie Hardy  367289

parishclerk@michelmershandtimsbury.org
Chairman: Bob Davis  368118

WEBSITE:  www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Test Valley Borough Council

Romsey 527700 : Andover 01264 368000
Web site: www.testvalley.gov.uk

TVBC Councillor Tony Ward 01794 389649
Email: cllrtward@testvalley.gov.uk

HCC County Councillor
Andrew Gibson 01264 861138

MP Caroline Nokes: 01794 512132
caroline@romseyconservatives.co.uk

Jubilee Hall 368976 : Warden/Bookings 368492 :

Tree Warden Mr B Raines 368435

Items for the Newsletter for Sept - Oct 2010 before Friday 13th August please.
Contributions to the Editor at: The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane, Timsbury, SO51 0NW

or preferably email:- mike.koscian@btinternet.com
The Newsletter is produced for the Parish Council and distributed by volunteers every two months

For information contact the Editor, Mike Koscian Tel: 01794 368577

2 photos courtesy of Viewfinders
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Oil Boiler Specialists
· Installation, Servicing and Repairs.
· OFTEC Registered.
· Oil Tank Replacement.

All Plumbing And Heating, From A Tap Washer
To Full Central Heating.

· Power-Flushing
· Solar Heating
· Underfloor Heating
· Full Bathroom Installation
· Over 25 Years Experience

Romsey District
Cars

Will get you where you want to be!!

Unique Text Service
Comfortable 4 and 6 Seat Vehicles

Airports
Heathrow From Ä59.00
Gatwick From Ä70.00

Book now on the following Numbers

01794 342322
07891 169549

E-mail: info@romseydistrictcars.co.uk

Painter and Decorator

S.J.OXENHAM
4 Chartwell Close

Allbrook, Eastleigh SO50 4PZ
Tel:02380 611673

One Man Business

Established (1967)

Interior/Exterior

No Job Too Small

Estimates without obligation

Reliable Local Tradesman

J.C. Harfield
Carpentry & Building

Free Quotations
Competitive Rates

No Job Too
Small

- All Carpentry & Joinery Undertaken
- Roofing & Loft Conversions
- Extensions & Garages
- Kitchens & Internal Fittings
- Garden Decking & Summerhouses

Call Jon to chat about your requirements

07811 107358
jcharfield@gmail.com
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VILLAGE WEATHER

Average Overnight Minimum Overnight Average Day Time Maximum Day Time Rainfall

Temperature Temperature Temperature Temperature mm

April 4 (2.5) -1 (-2) 16.1 (11.9) 22 (17) 26 (38)

May 7'7 (6.3) -2 (-1) 18 (16.4) 30 (19) 20 (40)

At the time of printing the Community Garden opening together with the village cricket match took place. Both  were
fortunate  with  the  fine  weather  and  congratulations  must  go  to  Timsbury for  once  again convincingly  winning
the  cricket. A big  thank  you  to  Sue,  Dotty  and  Helen  for tirelessly bringing  the Garden from a dream to reality.
Pictures are available on the front cover and page 6.  Remember the Hall and Garden are village amenities so
please use them and help to look after them. Do try and go to the Romsey Singers Concert in the Barns on Sunday
the 4th July. Remember to take a picnic along. As it is now ten years since the Millennium I thought it might be
interesting to reproduce the article below from the time. The Millennium Landmark is of course at the junction of New
Road and the Stockbridge Road.

Mike Koscian

EDITORIAL

TEN YEARS AGO

The village of Michelmersh brings its celebrations of the
new millennium to a grand climax on the midsummer
week-end.  There have been three main elements to the
festivities together with a little later, a Country Flower
Festival taking place on July 8th and 9th in the two
churches of St Mary’s, Michelmersh and St Andrew’s,
Timsbury.
The culmination of the celebrations is the Millennium
Week-end which starting on Friday 23rdwith an organ
and choir recital in St Mary’s Church, Michelmersh
featuring Dr Richard Godfrey and The Jubilate Choir.
On Saturday, after a friendly cricket match in the
morning between Michelmersh and Timsbury, Sir David
Frost will open the Millennium Fete. Amongst all the
traditional Michelmersh attractions will be the village
Silver Band with most village organisations taking part;
a balloon race, hot air balloon rides (if the weather
allows), Children’s entertainment, fancy dress,  pet
show and to conclude the day the very popular Peter
Pod and The Peas in the marquee with a topping of
fireworks to finally launch the next thousand years for
the village.
Sunday will include the last of four millennium walks
organised by Robin Lalonde travelling round the village
boundaries and a special ‘Songs of Praise’ in the
afternoon on the village recreation ground with the
Michelmersh Silver Band.
The two lasting celebrations are the Millennium
Landmark that was unveiled on Saturday 15th April and
the ‘Trees For Thousand Years’ project for anyone in
the parish to plant trees to mark the event. The most
prominent evidence of the tree planting project is the
newly planted beech tree avenue along the A3057 just
to the north of the millennium landmark. Parishioners
sponsored all the trees, their locations throughout the
village and dedications will be marked on a specially

painted map to be on permanent exhibition in the Jubilee
Hall.

The Millennium Landmark was designed to become a
focal point for the village and has attracted a great deal
of very favourable reaction. The base is made from
Michelmersh brick and flint and forms a circular seat. It
contains a stainless steel time capsule with details of the
parish and all the village organisations as they exist at
present, their aims, their membership and details of the
Parish Council and a Village Appraisal showing research
into the wishes and expectations of the parishioners at
the turn of the century. A copy of this 2000 documentary
'snapshot' collection of the village has been lodged at the
Hampshire Record Office in Winchester and is held in the
parish records.
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MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY CARE GROUP
If you need a lift to your appointment with the doctor, dentist or hospital we are here to help

Jane Finnimore    368349        Johanna Koscian         368577               Mary Lees 368718

Another busy few weeks at the
church: on 12th June we had another
open day. There was a steady stream
of visitors; some from some quite
far-away places. Our next one will be
on 25th September so people can
see the church decorated for Harvest

Festival. (Last Sunday in September at 6pm.)
On 9th May we were pleased to baptize Theo Harry
Robert Holt. His connection to the village is via the
Turner Family. His grandfather, Austin, has been
faithfully mowing the churchyard for years now, but has
finally decided to hang up his shears, so to speak. He will
be a hard act to follow. In gratitude to him, we are hoping
to have a presentation during the July Family Service.
(Second Sunday of the month.)

We are now going to try to look after the churchyard
ourselves. There is a mowing rota in the porch. Having
started the process myself, I think it takes about 60-90
minutes to do, and we hope that once every 2 weeks will
suffice. So... if you do have some spare time your name
on the list would be most welcome. I have spare sets of
keys to the box where we keep the equipment. We
cannot keep a country churchyard like a municipal park,
but we hope to keep it all reasonably neat and tidy.

Dr John Glasspool
PCC Secretary and Churchwarden

          01794 368017
churchwarden1@btinternet.com

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH TIMSBURY

The well attended Annual General Meeting was held on
the 27th May at the Old Michelmersh Barns. The
President gave verbal details of his application for an
entertainment licence for the Barns which would e
necessary in future for some of the Friends most popular
events.
The Chairman followed this up by describing a few small
changes that would also be necessary at future events
in order to comply with fire safety and other regulations.
It was universally agreed that events at the Barns were
an essential part of village social life and that the minor
changes necessary to continue the Friends fund raising
activities at the Barns would be accepted by all attending
them.
The Chairman also mentioned in his report that following
the success of the Nuffield Theatre evening in February,
there was interest in making this a regular event for our
programme. We are therefore looking for someone with
an interest in the theatre and willing to arrange small
groups of people to suitable productions/venues. Please
contact either myself or the Secretary Mary Lees.
Following the business of the AGM, members enjoyed
refreshments and recounted their childhood memories.
The locations of the members as they grew up were very
varied….from Bristol, the Midlands, a little more local at
Nursling and Winchester but the stars were undoubtedly
local Michelmersh inhabitants, Mrs Betty Nutley and
John Hunt. We all enjoyed hearing at first hand just what

it was like to live and grow up in the village before WW2,
during the war and the years afterwards. There was
much hilarity as childhood pranks and characters now
sadly gone were recalled in fond detail.
All were agreed that wherever we grew up, we all
enjoyed a happy childhood and we wouldn’t want to
change it at all…….even if we could!
Clearly there are a number of newer inhabitants in the
village who may not be fully aware of the function of the
Friends. Our aim is to protect as far as we can, the
heritage of Michelmersh as represented by the parish
church. A building which is over 1000 years old with a
rich history, inevitably requires a fair bit of sometimes
expensive upkeep and the Friends can usually help
when other funds are unavailable. We are not a religious
organisation and new members of any faith are always
welcome to our programme of evening talks and popular
events.
We are a friendly bunch, we have a lot of fun whilst we
enjoy a social programme of talks and events. Our next
meeting at the Barns will be on Thursday evening 22nd
July at 7.30pm with a talk by Bob Joughin, Deputy
Director of the Warsash Maritime Academy who will
describe the Academy’s work at Timsbury Shipping Lake.
Don’t miss it!

David Simmonds
Chairman - Friends of Michelmersh Church

THE FRIENDS OF MICHELMERSH CHURCH
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GM Property Services Ltd

Quality Property Maintenance & Improvement
For all aspects of building maintenance, home

improvements and repairs including;
Tiling, Walls & Floors

Laminate & Hardwood Flooring
General Carpentry & Repairs

Painting & Decorating
Kitchen & Bathroom Fitting

Garden Maintenance including Decking and Turfing

No job too small, competitive rates & FREE Estimates.

A friendly, Reliable & Professional Local Service

References Available

Call: 0845 116 2414 (Free from BT Landlines)
Mobile: 07843 413268

Email: enquiry@gmpsltd.co.uk

Flowers, fun, food, festivities! June the 20th 2010 saw the
opening of the Jubilee Community Wildlife Gardens.  Over 100
people, from the village and way beyond, enjoyed the beautiful
English sunshine and watched Bob Davis and several children
from the village cut the red ribbon signalling the official opening
of the garden.
Bob thanked all those who had been, and are, involved with the
development of the garden.  He said many groups from the
community had worked together to produce a wonderful result.
The garden is a work in progress with additions such as wildlife
boxes and houses, a composting bin, a raised garden bed for
the Preschool children and benches still to be added to the
project.
Donations for benches for the area are still welcome as is help
with ongoing maintenance of the garden. Please contact Helen
Palmer on 367224.A display of village hall users added interest
in the hall with a stunning exhibition from the Viewfinders
Camera Club, the Romsey Modern Painters showed their
talent, Timsbury Preschool, the Pilates Group, the Horticultural

Society and The Romsey Singers who gave away cds of their
beautiful singing.
The Parish Council ran up a playground activity questionnaire
for the children and parents to find out what kind of playground
activities/ look and feel, everyone would like in the proposed
new playground on the Recreation Ground. Questionnaires
were filled in by many - a wonderful way of consulting with the
community.
Outside in the garden people sat and enjoyed a cup of tea and
cake surrounded by the plants and trees in the garden. The
Preschool ran a very successful raffle, face and nail painting
and bar-be-cue which made money for new equipment for the
children who are now able to enjoy the fenced area.  The
Preschool also provided toys and ride on equipment which
were enjoyed all afternoon by a wide range of ages!
Many also watched the skills exhibited by players in the annual
Michelmersh and Timsbury Village cricket match, which was
played concurrently during the afternoon. A very enjoyable and
relaxing day out together. A celebration of the community.

Sue Leadbetter

COMMUNITY GARDENS

The  Preschool  has  had  a  busy  last  term  of  the  year. The
children have been making great  use  of  the  bikes,  cars and
outdoor  play  equipment  in  the  lovely  sunny  weather. They
have been planting seeds and plants and this term have been
given a pumpkin seed to grow for the Pumpkin Show later in
the year.We would like to say a very big thank you to all the
villagers who  saved  their  Tesco's  and  Sainsbury's  vouchers
for  us.
We  are  a  small  Preschool  and  really  appreciate  the  extra
vouchers to add to our total so we can buy new equipment. A
special thank you to all those who do not have children at the
Preschool  and  still  collected  vouchers  for  us. This  year  we
are  looking  at being  able  to purchase some specialised  play
equipment.

One  of  the  highlights  this  term  will  be  the  trip  to  Longdown
Farm in early July. The Preschool children and their families will
be  visiting  the  farm  for  the  day  to  see  the  animals and
how they are cared for. As it is the end of the school year on
July 23rd we would like to say a very special thank you to all
the teachers who work with  the  children  at  Timsbury
Preschool. We  have a  very dedicated  teaching  team  who
work  very  hard  to  give  the children  the  very  best  learning
experiences. As  parents  we appreciate their energy and the
caring, nurturing environment that is created.
Thank  you  also  to  the  Committee  who  have,  as  volunteers,
worked  hard  fundraising  and  supporting  the  running  of  the
Preschool. We wish everyone a happy, warm Summer.

Sue Leadbetter

TIMSBURY PRESCHOOL
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ST. MARY'S, MICHELMERSH   ~   ST. ANDREW'S, TIMSBURY
in the United Benefice of Braishfield

Rector: The Revd. Canon Bruce Kington,
The Rectory, Braishfield

Telephone: 01794 368335
WAS ON HOLIDAY

As the Rector was on holiday I thought I’d show him what he missed at the Community Garden Opening.
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CHURCH SERVICES
July/August 2010

St Mary’s, Michelmersh and St Andrew’s, Timsbury
Also All Saints Braishfield, St John’s Farley Chamberlayne and All Saints Awbridge

Michelmersh  Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge

July
Sunday 4th 5th af-

ter Trinity
9.30 am

Morning Worship
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
8.00 am

Holy Communion
9.30 am

Family Service

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

9:30am
Holy Communion

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 11th

6th after Trinity
6.00 pm

Holy Communion
11.00 am

Jam Family
Service

9.30 am
Morning
Prayer

8.00 am Holy Com-
munion

9.30 am
Morning Worship

Sunday 18th

7th after Trinity
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
11.00 am

Family Service
9.30 am

Holy Communion

Sunday 25th
8th after Trinity

8.00 am
Holy Communion

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy

Communion

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am
Family Worship

August
Sunday 1st

9th after Trinity

9.30 am
Morning Worship

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

8.00 am Holy
Communion

9.30 am
Family Service

6.00pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy Communion

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 8th
10th after Trinity

6.00pm
Holy Communion
** At ELDON **

11.00 am
Jam Family

Service

11.00 am
Jam Family

Service

8.00 am
Holy

Communion

9.30 am
Morning Worship

Sunday 15th
11th after Trinity

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

8.00 am
Holy

Communion

6.00pm
Evening Prayer

11.00 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Holy Communion

Sunday 22nd
12th after Trinity

8.00 am
Holy Communion

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy Communion

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am
Family Worship

Sunday 29th
13th after Trinity

9:30am
UB Holy

Communion
Michelmersh  Timsbury Braishfield Farley

Chamberlayne
Awbridge

Details are understood to be correct when printed.
V

COMPLETE UP TO DATE DETAILS OF ANY LAST MINUTE CHANGES TO SERVICES, CAN BE FOUND IN
THE UNITED BENEFICE MAGAZINE‘FIVE ALIVE’ AVAILABLE FROM ALL CHURCHES, PUBLISHED BI-

MONTHLY & THE VILLAGE WEBSITE
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The census records give an interesting insight into the
history of the villages. These records give us names,
ages, relationships  and occupations of the residents,
although some of the terms used (“Deaf and Dumb”,

“Blind”, “Lunatic” , “Imbecile, Feebleminded” etc) are
hardly ’PC’  today!
In 1901 the civil parish of Michelmersh (which included
much of what we now know as Awbridge and Braishfield)
was divided into 3 enumeration districts, a district being
considered to be the area one enumerator could cover in
1 day ( presumably on foot).  Timsbury was also a civil
parish but was suffciently compact to be counted as one
enumeration district.
District 1 was “all that part of the Parish called
Michelmersh Hamlet”, the Ecclesiastical Parish of St
Mary the Virgin; “Comprising Paynes Hill, Dirty Road,
Parneholt, Michelmersh Farm, Park, School, Rectory,
Marsh, Chalk Pit, Marsh Cross, Kimbridge Cottages and
Mill Cottages, Bear and Ragged Staff Inn, and Railway
Station.  Arthur Pearce, the enumerator,  was the
schoolmaster, living at Schoolhouse with his wife Fannie
and 2 sons, Stanley A C Pearce aged 4 and Barrington
C C Pearce age 1.
District 2 included all Braishfield and a few houses in
Michelmersh – obviously just a bit too far to cover with
the rest of the village – Hall Farm & Cottages (3) and
Malt House Farm & Cottage.  Braishfield comprised “Dog
& Crook Public House, Wheatsheaf Inn, Pucknall, Fern
Hill, Dummers, Kitchwood Farm, Street, Pitt Farm, Pitt
House, Lower Street, Brooms Hill and Kiln Lane. The
enumerator was Miss Theresa Kent. The enumerator’s
form provided a space for the enumerator to fill in their
name but the space was prefixed by the printed ‘Mr..’,
which Miss Kent corrected.  If such an official form
appeared today there would be questions in the House!
Miss Kent was aged 28 and lived at Hope Villa, Main

Road, Braishfield. with her parents, John, a retired
Policeman, and Sophia. Her occupation is given as

“Reporter Newspaper”.
Mr George Hurst was the enumerator for district 3, which
was “All that part of Michelmersh called Awbridge Hamlet”

– the Ecclesiastical Parish of All Saints.  He lived in
Awbridge, with his wife Laura and children Rosie, 23;
Frederick,18; Albert, 15; Ada, 13 and Ernest age 10.  He
was a carpenter and builder.
The Innkeeper of the Malthouse, Mr William T Beavis,
was the enumerator for Timsbury.  The district was
described as “comprising Carisbrooke Common
Fairbornes Cottage Yokesford, Timsbury Manor The
Road leading to Timsbury Church Lanhams Corner
Turnpike Gate Corner Timsbury Farm, Bunny  South
Hants Waterworks Tongs Corner and the Malthouse Inn.”
(There was no punctuation, so I have used none)
For the census the householder was to complete a
schedule recording who was in their house during the
period Sunday night 31st March to Monday morning 1st
April. On the morning after census night, the census
enumerators collected the household schedules. If these
were not completed properly, the census enumerator
was supposed to ask for extra details on the doorstep. If
the householder was unable to fill in the schedule,
perhaps because he or she was illiterate, the enumerator
was to fill it in for them. These individual household
schedules were then transcribed into the census
enumerators' books, together with statistical information.
If anyone has any comments on this article please let me
know.  I am intending to dig further into the local census
records and any further information about people or
places would be interesting and would provide further
material for future articles in this Newsletter (Editor
permitting, of course!).

Kath Davis, 368118, email kathdavis@btinternet.com

THE VILLAGES IN 1901
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The Jubilee Hall is a venue for the entire village:To be
used by villagers as a means of meeting and socialising
with each other. We, the Jubilee Hall Management
Committee, need to know what activities or events you
the villagers would like to take place in the hall. The hall
is well utilised by the various organisations who hire it on
a weekly basis. There are also numerous casual
bookings. If you are interested in finding out more with
regard to hiring the hall please contact Sarah Medley on
368492. If you have any ideas as to which activities or

events you think would help bring the village together
then please let me know. My details are on the front page
of this newsletter. Now that we have the Community
Garden attached to the Jubilee Hall it is an even finer
venue.
We are currently looking at replacing the hall sign which
is now in a very poor condition. It is hoped this will be
completed in the near future.

Mike Koscian, Chairman

JUBILEE HALL

Our guest speaker in May was John Wood, Head
Gardener at the National Trust’s Hinton Ampner
magnificent property with 15 acres of famous gardens.
John who had previously been at Mottisfont described
his plans and strategy for their future. They were
originally laid out by Ralph Dutton and are acknowledged
as a masterpiece of 20th century design, mixing formal
and informal planting to provide all year round interest.
Much of the work is done by volunteers but there is
always one of four staff gardeners on duty to answer
visitors’ questions. Members were fascinated by the
details of the head gardener’s job which has even
included removing a swimming pool and tennis court to
improve the layout of the gardens. John’s style was
refreshingly unpretentious, easy listening and much
appreciated. It is hoped to arrange a Society visit shortly.
The Annual Plant Sale took place on May 5th when,
following publicity in the Romsey Advertiser, there was a
goodly queue stretching across the Jubilee Hall Car Park
anticipating all the horticultural bargains laid out in the
hall. Many satisfied customers said they would be sure
to “come back next year”!
A cross-section of plants, floral and vegetables were
available and the committee hopes to extend the range
of edible produce on offer next time. Over £600 was
raised and shared between the Society & the Jubilee
Hall. This will enable the Society to continue to maintain
it’s annual subscription at .6 – remarkable value.
After some rather mixed weather the Rose Show, held on
June 14th was judged by David Stone, Head Gardener
of the world famous Rose Garden at Mottisfont Abbey
accompanied by his assistant Johnny Bass. He
congratulated members on the variety and quality of
exhibits, in particular the eight beautiful bowls of roses.
He said the Society had “come up trumps again” and
talked in detail about certain rose varieties. David
brought a selection of examples many from the Rose
Garden including scented blooms which he talked about
from “Daybreak” to Moonlight” and were passed around
the members.

Awarding the winners he awarded Wendy Thorpe the
Presidents Vase, the Lidster Davis Plate went to Joyce
Mancy with Melanie Liddell & Mary Robley in second
place and Wendy Thorpe third. The Kim Hunt Bowl went
to Sue Holden and for Flower Arranging the Nancy
Watkins Cup went to Wendy Cox & Wendy Thorpe.

David Stone was thanked for visiting our Society once
again and we hope to see him perhaps next year.
Future events include a visit to The White Barns at
Ringwood then the bi-annual Mini Annual Show on the
evening of 12th July. In September there will be a
fascinating talk by Sue Robinson, who will talk about
planning and building Chelsea Exhibits. Sue, in addition
to being Hilliers House Plant & Gift Buyer, plays a large
part in Hilliers participation with the Chelsea Flower Show.

Peter Pritchett - Brown

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
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HERON INTERIORS

All Soft Furnishing requirements
catered for

Curtains/Loose Covers/
Blinds/Valances/Pelmets/etc

Wide range of fabrics available
Home visits

Competitive prices

Mark
Penn-Newman

HIGH QUALITY
INTERIOR AND

EXTERIOR
LOCAL

PAINTER
Telephone:

01794 884796
Mobile:

07810480274

James Harrap
Computers

Fully qualified IT Teacher
Support in your home or office

No call out
Charge

Competitive
rates

- Troubleshooting PC faults
- Support using your computer
- New PC systems
- Broadband & wireless setup
- Upgrades and accessories

Call now to chat about your requirements
with your local IT professional

01962 861227
www.jamesharrap.co.uk
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MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Annual Parish Meeting
Around 40 parishioners from the parish attended the
Annual Parish Meeting on 17 May in the Jubilee Hall.
After being welcomed by Parish Council Chairman, Bob
Davis, guest speaker, Sergeant Christine Plascott of
Hampshire Police explained the changes to the way
village policing in Test Valley was being organised. The
chairman then gave his Report, summarising the work of
the Parish Council over the last year and setting out the
financial position. He was followed by Tony Ward, the
TVBC Borough Councillor representing the village, who
provided an update on developments within the Borough
Council, particularly on matters concerning planning and
new development.  Tony Ward also presented a report
from Andrew Gibson, the Hampshire County Council
councillor for Test Valley Central, who was unable to
attend the meeting on this occasion.There was a lively
open discussion covering a wide range of topics,
including the supply of grit for roads in winter, pothole
repairs, plans for a new children’s play park, and the
future of the village’s two red telephone boxes. The
problem of slow broad band speeds in the village was
raised again and there was clearly a strong demand for
a faster service. It was believed that there was no
immediate prospect of BT providing an improved service,
and it was decided that alternative means of providing a
local hub would be investigated. Possible play park
layouts, photographs of village scenes, and some village
archive material were on display and attracted great
interest as well as helping to stimulate discussion. The
meeting eventually closed at 10.05 pm, although
informal discussion continued and many people seemed
reluctant to leave – a sure sign of a successful and
informative meeting. The Parish Council would like to
thank the Care Group for kindly providing refreshments.

Planning
The Parish Council have reviewed a number of planning
applications during the last two months. The Council
considers all planning applications for developments in
the parish and reports to Test Valley Borough Council or
Hampshire County Council (on applications relating to
minerals or waste) who determine the applications.
Planning Applications
The Parish Council raised no objections to the following
planning applications:
10/00665/FULLS– Heritage and Little Heritage, Rudd
Lane, Upper Timsbury
10/00602/FULLS - Land at Redland Tile Works, Rudd
Lane, Upper Timsbury
10/00324/FULLS – Unit 1, John Robinson House Plants,
Stockbridge Road, Timsbury
10/00963/FULLS - Allington, Stockbridge Road,
Timsbury

No formal objections were raised, however reservations
were highlighted regarding a potential loss of privacy to
the adjacent property, Barge House.
Planning Determinations
Decisions on previous planning applications are
recorded in the Parish Council minutes or can be found
on the Test Valley Borough or Hampshire County
Council websites.

Community Issues
Community Safety Team
Following some concerns regarding anti-social
behaviour in the village raised at the Annual Parish
Meeting, the Parish Council would like to provide details
of Test Valley's Neighbourhood Warden for Romsey.
Doug O'Connell has been doing the job for about 8 years.
His main priority is to tackle anti social behaviour and to
encourage residents to help his team improve the quality
of life for all people in the community.Doug is based in
Duttons Road, Romsey but spends most of his working
day patrolling his areas either on foot or in our CCTV
Community Patrol Vehicle.  The wardens work closely
with Romsey Police and the PCSO's and the ASCO's
(Hampshire Accredited Community Support Officers).
The wardens meet with the relevant Beat Officers on a
regular basis to discuss any problems or matters that
arise.Doug's team does respond to 101 non emergency
calls and always try and follow up any concerns or issues
raised by people in the community. Please feel free to
contact Doug and the Test Valley Community Safety
Team on 01264 368638 or Email:
do'connell@testvalley.gov.uk

Dog Fouling
Some problems of dog fouling were raised at the Annual
Parish Meeting.  The vast majority of village dog-owners
and dog-walkers are responsible and clean up after their
dogs if necessary, but it appears that  a small number
are less careful. Apart from the unpleasant results and
the health risks, allowing a dog to foul in a public place is
an offence, which can result in a spot fine or a conviction
leading to a fine of up to .£1000. Your local Dog Warden
may be contacted on Romsey 01794 527700.You may
report an incident using a Dog Fouling Incident Report
Form, located on the Test Valley Borough Council
Website. Or you may send an email to:
envhealth@testvalley.gov.ukAn Officer will endeavour to
contact a complainant within 3 working days following
receipt of their complaint or query.

(Continued on page 12)
(Continued from page 11)

Village Tidy Up Day
There was also a great deal of support for the idea of
holding a village tidy up day in September to improve the
overall appearance of the villages. Volunteers will help

(Continuerd on page 12)
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MICHELMERSH SILVER BAND

Last Saturday found the band performing its bi-annual
concert in Romsey Abbey as part of the Music in
Romsey concert programme. In previous years we have
hosted the Caldicot Male Voice Choir from Wales, but
opted for a change this time. Those of you who are
regular band-watchers (or rather listeners?) may
remember the White family who were members around
10 years ago. Dad Steve conducted, Mum Angie and
daughter Vicky played tenor horn, and 9 year old
Matthew played euphonium. Perched on a high stool to
bring him level with his fellow players and to enable him
to support an instrument almost as big as himself,
Matthew performed duets and trios with far more
experienced players and enchanted audiences at the
time. When the family re-located to Manchester to
enable him to study music at Chethams School,

Matthew’s talent was lost to us. Until Saturday that is,
when as newly crowned BBC Radio 2 Young Brass
Musician of 2010, he returned to perform as our guest
artist in the Abbey. An audience of over 200 were held
spellbound by Matthew’s virtuoso performance and
cheered with delight at his playful – and not a little
awe-inspiring encore, a self-penned piece of free
expression which pushed the boundaries of euphonium
playing in to previously unheard territory. MSB’s own
performance certainly rose to the occasion on the night
and was also greeted with great audience appreciation
and enthusiasm.
Hopefully by the time this goes to press we will have
enjoyed your company at the village BBQ –unless the
weather is unkind to us again!

Claire Topp Secretary, MSB

The Romsey Singers
would like to

invite you to a concert of Music for
a Summer Evening at the

Michelmersh Barns on Sunday
July 4th.

Gates open at 6.30pm - bring a
picnic. Concert starts at 7.30pm.

Tickets £8 at the door.

clear litter which may have built up along verges during
the summer months.  Ace Liftaway has kindly offered to
donate a skip which will be situated in the Jubilee Hall
car park.  HCC Highways department and Romsey
Constabulary will also be involved in the implementation
of this event.
The proposed date of the clean up is Saturday, 25th
September.  Further details will follow in the next
newsletter edition.

Parish Council Meetings
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on
30thJune and then on 28th July.Parishioners are
reminded that Agendas for Parish Council Meetings,
and Minutes of past meetings, can be found on the
Village Website at www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

Katie Hardy, Parish Clerk

(continued from page 11)
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VIEWFINDERS OF ROMSEY CAMERA CLUB

The Chairman’s evening on 18th May concluded talks by
visiting speakers, and it proved to be a very interesting
evening. Steve Rogers manages the War Graves
Photographic Record, and members present were all
moved by Steve’s dedication to the project, together with
his band of volunteers, which includes Terry Jamieson,
the club chairman.  The photographs produced are
clearly greatly valued by families, particularly those who
are unable to visit their relatives’ graves.
The club year is also drawing to a close for competitions,
with the last assessment of members’ prints and
projected digital images taking place on 15 June.
However, the club continues meeting much further into
the summer than many clubs do, providing an
opportunity for outdoor and social events, which this year
includes a photographic visit to Marwell Wildlife Park and
a butterfly walk, and concludes with the annual club
barbecue in George and Margaret Marsh’s lovely garden
on 27 July.
The new club year opens as usual with the club’s annual
exhibition of members’ work, held over the late summer
holiday – 28th – 30thAugust – in Stockbridge Town Hall.
We hope that you will come and see our work – entrance
is free and there will be something of interest for
everyone.
The image reproduced for you here is something a little
different - Martin Brown’s “Peeling and Decay”, which
scored maximum marks in a recent assessment.  Martin
still produces his images in the darkroom – possibly the
only member still doing so, rather than producing them
digitally.

All our meetings are held in the Jubilee Hall on Tuesdays,
starting at 7.30pm. Please come along to any evenings
that interest you.

Programme July - Sep 2010
6 Jul: Annual General Meeting
13 Jul: An evening run by Members
20 Jul: Butterfly Walk, led by member Gary Richardson
27 Jul: Club BBQ in George and Margaret Marsh’s garden
28-30 Aug: Annual Exhibition in Stockbridge Town Hall

Margaret Kirby Publicity Officer

WALTET COMMUNITY GRANT SCHEME

WALTET COMMUNITY GRANT SCHEME
I found this in the May issue of the Test Valley Gazette,
some of you may already have read it: The Waltet Group
has set up a scheme to sponsor individuals and local
organisations within the parishes of Timsbury,
Braishfield and Michelmersh. Braishfield Football Club
and Braishfield School junior football team already
benefit as their football strips are sponsored by Waltet.
The Community Grant Scheme was the brainchild of
Michael Woodall the ex Chairman of Hampshire County
Council. It will help people to achieve their aims and
ambitions with a grant of up to .250. The application form

is simple to fill out. In normal circumstances a decision
will be given within 21 days from receipt of the
application.Anyone wishing to apply for a grant can write
to Michael J Woodall FRICS at The Granary, North
Houghton, Stockbridge, Hampshire SO20 6LF or email
michaelwoodall1@btinternet.com.
Application forms can also be obtained from Tracey
Keogh, 2 Upper Eldon Farm, Kings Somborne,
Stockbridge, Hampshire SO20 6QN or email
tracey@testvalleygazette.co.uk.

Mike Koscian

TIMSBURY MODERN PAINTERS

Meet weekly in the Jubilee Hall. Meet them and see their latest exhibition at

Mottisfont August 14th – 19th
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LPG

Like many of us in the two villages, I have been
dependant on bulk LPG to heat my home, and until now
have been using a major national supplier. I expect I am
not the only one who opened letters from them with
dread, as it usually detailed the latest pricerise. On the
odd occasion when I had queried the need for this, since
the rises never seemed to correspond to the oil price, or
indeed, exchange rate fluctuations, I was always given
the explanation, unsurprisingly I guess, that it was due to
rises in theprice of LPG. My most recent letter told me
that my gas would be increasing by about 6p to around
50p per litre. Well, I e-mailed them to say that I would
probably be looking to change supplier, but got no
response.
You may be interested to know that as a result of recent
changes to the LPG market, you do not have to accept
this. One is usually only tied into a contract for two years
now, and the bulk tank belonging to one supplier can be
kept for use by another; there is no need to go to the
expense and inconvenience of changing tanks.
Accordingly, I did some modest research on the internet
and have now signed up with another major supplier who

is going to charge me 37.5 pence per litre fixed for six
months, with a guarantee that there will be no increase
over 2.5p in any six- month period, or that if there is, I can
change supplier immediately. As part of the change-
over one has to fill in a form which goes to the old
supplier, showing the intent to change. Unlike my e-mail,
this had a magic effect! Iwas telephoned within days by
someone working for my old supplier, saying that instead
of 50p per litre, they could do it for 39.5p; still not
matching the other, but a useful saving. I was tempted
for a minute, but then thought, “No”. If they could have
offered me that price and still have made a profit, rather
than the 50p they were going to charge me, then why the
need for the increase at all? The words “mug” and

“profiteering” come to mind. So we are going to change
anyway.
So, you no longer need to be held to ransom. By the way,
those without the internet will probably find that any
passing teenager will be only too pleased to sort this out
for them for a tenner!

John Glasspool
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THE JUBILEE LUNCH CLUB

Hello everyone. I’m very pleased to say that our lunch club is expanding (although of course our waistlines aren’t as
we plan delicious balanced meals). Do come and join us if you’re free on the third Thursday of the month from 13.15

– 15.00. Just give me a ring a few days before so we can calculate the catering – 367134.
Remember we will not be meeting in August as it is holiday time. Bon Appétit!

Clarissa Smith

Property Maintenance & Handyman Services
Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating

Wallpapering
Sheds & Fences Erected Painted & Re felted
Grass Cutting, Hedge Cutting & Strimming

Floor & Wall Tiling
Flat Pack Assembly & Small Carpentry Work

Windows & Doors Repaired & Replaced
House & Garden Clearance

Fascia Boards & Gutters Cleaned, Repaired & Re-
placed

Driveways & Paths Repaired & Re surfaced
Kitchens & Bathrooms Fitted

Ground Works & Drainage
Brick work & Repointing work
Collection & Delivery Service

Plus many other areas of maintenance work & odd
jobs carried out

Ben Kington
Telephone : 01794 368536

Mobile : 07866551725
Fully insured References available

Free Estimates

Registered Charity Number: 220949

Romsey & District Local Office:
Red  Cross  Centre,  10  Greatwell  Drive,  Romsey
(opposite Nightingale Surgery)
Coordinator: Kathy  Astbury on  01794  513202 -
24 hour answer phone

Romsey Medical Loan
Red  Cross  Centre,  10  Greatwell  Drive,  Romsey
(opposite Nightingale Surgery)
Open  10.30am  to  12.30pm  - Monday  to  Friday.
Enquiries: 01794 513202 - 24 hour answer phone.

First  Aid  Group: Tel:  01794  513202.  Volunteers
always needed.
First Aid Enquiries: 0844 871 8000.
For  Volunteers: Tel:  01962  891663  Paul  Isted  or
email: PKIsted@redcross.org.uk

J & P AIRPORT TRANSFERS
AIRPORTS AND LONG DISTANCE JOURNEYS

COMPETETIVE RATES

SERVICE AT ITS BEST

17 years of Airport & Sea Port Transfers
No excess for unsocial hrs, parking or waiting

Our price guaranteed on booking
TEL/FAX 01794 513340   MOBILE 07971 363250

James@allenjames.orangehome.co.uk



Michelmersh & Timsbury
Diary

July
Sun 4th 7:30pm Romsey Singers The Barns
Mon 12th 7:30pm Hort Soc - Mini Annual Show Jubilee Hall
Tues 13th 11 - 12 Mobile Police office Jubilee hall CP

Thurs 15th 1:15pm Lunch Club
Thurs 22nd 7:30pm Friends - General meeting + talk on

Timsbury Shipping Lake
The Barns

Wed 28th 7:30pm Parish Council

August
Tues 10th 11 - 12 Mobile Police office Jubilee hall CP

Sept Oct

Mon 13th Hort Soc Sat 2nd Harvest Supper
Wed 22nd Parish Council Mon 11th Hort SOc
Thur 23nd Friends Thur 21st Friends

Sat 23rd Church yard clean

Main Hampshire school holidays:
Summer Holiday 26 July ~ 3 Sept, Half term 25 Oct ~ 29 Oct

Details of Church Services see Page 7
also in the United Benefice magazine ‘Five Alive’ available from all churches

and the Village Website: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Please submit entries for the Sept/October 2010 Issue before Friday 13th August

The Editor would like to express his appreciation & thanks to Peta Hunt for proof reading
and Jane Finnimore and all her team for Distribution.

Every effort is made to ensure that diary details are correct when compiled but confirmation should be obtained from event organisers.
All advertisements & contributions to the newsletter are accepted at face value and the Editor cannot vouch for their accuracy.

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor            . Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter 2010

If any reader has knowledge of stories, anecdotes or the history of our village,

the Editor of this newsletter would most appreciate hearing of them for possible future articles.

Please contact me on either 01794 368577 or mike.koscian@btinternet.com

July/August 2010

The Village Website carries updated information: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org


