
November - December 2010
VILLAGE INFORMATION

Police
Phone 101

08450 45 45 45 (Ask for the Force Enquiry Centre)
For urgent calls ONLY use 999

Churches:
St Mary’s Michelmersh
St Andrew’s Timsbury

Rector: The Revd Canon Bruce Kington 368335

Parish Council
Clerk: Katie Hardy 367289

Mtparishclerk@btinternet.com
Chairman: Bob Davis 368118

WEBSITE: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Test Valley Borough Council

Romsey 527700 : Andover 01264 368000
Web site: www.testvalley.gov.uk

TVBC Councillor Tony Ward 01794 389649
Email: cllrtward@testvalley.gov.uk

HCC County Councillor
Andrew Gibson 01264 861138

MP Caroline Nokes: 01794 512132
caroline@romseyconservatives.co.uk

Jubilee Hall 368976 : Warden/Bookings 368492 :

Tree Warden Mr B Raines 368435

Items for the Newsletter for Jan - Feb 2011 before Friday 10th December please.
Contributions to the Editor at: The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane, Timsbury, SO51 0NW

or preferably email:- mike.koscian@btinternet.com
The Newsletter is produced for the Parish Council and distributed by volunteers every two months

For information contact the Editor, Mike Koscian Tel: 01794 368577
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Oil Boiler Specialists
· Installation, Servicing and Repairs.
· OFTEC Registered.
· Oil Tank Replacement.

All Plumbing And Heating, From A Tap Washer
To Full Central Heating.

· Power-Flushing
· Solar Heating
· Underfloor Heating
· Full Bathroom Installation
· Over 25 Years Experience

Romsey District
Cars

Will get you where you want to be!!
Unique Text Service

Comfortable 4 and 6 Seat Vehicles
Airports

Heathrow From Ä59.00
Gatwick From Ä70.00

Book now on the following Numbers

01794 342322
07891 169549

E-mail: info@romseydistrictcars.co.uk

Painter and Decorator

S.J.OXENHAM
4 Chartwell Close

Allbrook, Eastleigh SO50 4PZ
Tel:02380 611673

One Man Business

Established (1967)

Interior/Exterior

No Job Too Small

Estimates without obligation

Reliable Local Tradesman

J.C. Harfield
Carpentry & Building

Free Quotations
Competitive Rates

No Job Too
Small

- All Carpentry & Joinery Undertaken
- Roofing & Loft Conversions
- Extensions & Garages
- Kitchens & Internal Fittings
- Garden Decking & Summerhouses

Call Jon to chat about your requirements

07811 107358
jcharfield@gmail.com
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VILLAGE WEATHER
Average Overnight Minimum Overnight Average Day Time Maximum Day Time Rainfall

Temperature Temperature Temperature Temperature mm
August 12.5 (14) 7 (9) 20.5 (22.4) 25 (26) 85 (32)

September 10.4 (10.7) 4 (5) 19.3 (19.2) 23 (24) 43 (33)

Would you like to join the Broughton and Mottisfont
Village Bus trips into Southampton, Winchester or
Romsey?
There is a regular monthly service on a Wednesday to
Winchester or Southampton which calls at Timsbury
Jubilee Hall. Details are:
First Wednesday of the month 9.40am to Southampton
with return leaving at 14.30 pm; and Second Wednesday
of the month to Winchester 13.20pm and return leaving
at 15.45pm.

If required we could also stop at the Jubilee Hall on the
Thursday morning or the Friday afternoon trips to
Romsey. Please let us know if you may be interested in
this additional service by telephoning 01794 340105 so
that we can gauge likely demand, and possibly set up a
pilot scheme.
You can find out more at http://www.broughton-
hants.net/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&i
d=52&Itemid=114

BROUGHTON AND MOTTISFONT VILLAGE BUS

Michelmersh School Sports Team 1938 - Courtesy of Mary Lees

EDITORIAL
Unfortunately I was away on holiday for the Village Tidy Up Day and the Pumpkin Show. From what I have seen
and heard they were both very successful. Please support your Village Hall and at the same time enjoy yourselves
by coming to the Wine Tasting on the 20th November. Let’s make it a great social event where you can meet and
get to know fellow villagers. There will be selection of fine wines to taste together with nibbles. Also see some
fantastic photography at the Viewfinders - Hall fund raising evening on the 30th November. Details of both can be
found elsewhere in this Newsletter.
I wish our Rector Bruce and his wife Lucy a very happy retirement. I must say that since I took early retirement I
have never looked back and I am sure they will find it equally enjoyable.

Mike Koscian

Last years figures in brackets

THANK YOU
A big thank you to all those who contributed towards the £590.37 collected on behalf of Action for Children. If your
envelope was not collected or you wish to donate please contact Gordon Clewer on 368092. This money will help
the UK’s most vulnerable and neglected children and young people to reach their full potential.



Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter - November/December 2010

4

The Harvest Festival Supper was held at The Old Barns
on the 2nd October. Diners were served by Peta
Hunt,and her many willing and hard working assistants
after Grace was read by the Rev.d Cannon Bruce
Kington. The success of the Supper is easily visually
confirmed by the numbers of people going up for
seconds and some even for thirds! Well done
ladies…they are all a pleasure to cook for! A successful
raffle was organised by John Hunt with ticket sales
handled by Mary Lees and Janet Simmonds. The
children were all very well behaved and also seemed to
enjoy themselves.

The Supper is always a very successful annual event
and this year a total of 116 people attended including

some new people to the village. It is good to make new
friends. Welcome to you all.

The next event is on Thursday 25th November at 7.30
p.m. with a talk by Rev.d Canon Bruce Kington. Bruce
will shortly be leaving us so this will be one of your last
chances to hear him and to say goodbye.

If you have never attended a Friends meeting before,
then this would be a good evening to come along and
meet old and new friends.

David Simmonds
Chairman - Friends of Michelmersh Church

THE FRIENDS OF MICHELMERSH CHURCH

Since I last wrote about our church
we have had a very successful Open
Day, and a delightful Harvest
Festival. For the latter, we had, to all
intents and purposes a full church,
which seems to me appropriate for a
rural community. Few of us work

directly with the land now, but, of course, wherever we
live, we are all dependent upon it. Clarissa, our
indefatigable treasurer, has organised a Ladies’ Night at
the Jubilee Hall, which is shortly to take place, and again,
as last year, we shall be having a St Andrew’s Night
supper. It is in no small part due to her work that we
have remained solvent this year. But we are still grateful
to those of you who support us in many ways, of course.

The big news, which has probably got all round the
village now, is that our Rector (actually, for Timsbury-
vicar in fact!) Bruce, is retiring after nearly thirty years in
the Benefice. Losing him and Lucy will be like a
bereavement for us, but as he himself says, the Christian
Life is a journey, and part of journeying is moving on. We
wish both Bruce and Lucy all the very best for the future

and hope they have a long and happy retirement.
Bruce’s last service at Timsbury will be Morning Worship
on the first Sunday in December.

We don’t know at the moment how long it will be before
we have a replacement priest; it could be anything up to
about eight months. What we do know is that the
Diocese is not contemplating any major re-organisation
of the Benefice at the moment.

During the vacancy the Diocese will pay, generally, for
services to be covered by the Clerical Registry. (Retired
Clergy.) The Churchwardens come into their own during
a vacancy and a lot of responsibility falls upon
us.
However, our shoulders are broad! We may, in
conjunction with Michelmersh PCC, decide to merge
some of the services during the vacancy so please keep
an eye on the notices in the church porches and if there
are any queries, please get in touch with me.
As in previous years, our Carols by Candlelight Service
will be at 6pm on Christmas Eve.

Dr John Glasspool PCC
Secretary and Churchwarden

ST ANDREWS CHURCH TIMSBURY

The M & T Walkers are a group of people from the village
and surrounding area who enjoy a walk of approximately
5 to 6 miles once a week . This is followed by a pub lunch
for those who wish to stay. They had their first walk in
January 1999 and as a group they enjoy the social as
well as the physical aspect of the walks. If you are
interested in finding out more contact Kath Davis on
368118. A few forthcoming walks are shown. For more
details see
http://www.michelmershandtimsbury.org/walkers.htm

4th Nov - Walter Tyrell, Rufus Stone
11th Nov - Alice Lisle PH, Rockford Ringwood
18th Nov - River Inn, Bishopstoke
25th Nov - Millyford Bridge car park
2nd Dec - Kings Head, Redlynch

Mike Koscian

MICHELMERSH AND TIMSBURY WALKERS
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GM Property Services Ltd

Quality Property Maintenance & Improvement
For all aspects of building maintenance, home

improvements and repairs including;
Tiling, Walls & Floors

Laminate & Hardwood Flooring
General Carpentry & Repairs

Painting & Decorating
Kitchen & Bathroom Fitting

Garden Maintenance including Decking and Turfing

No job too small, competitive rates & FREE Estimates.

A friendly, Reliable & Professional Local Service

References Available

Call: 0845 116 2414 (Free from BT Landlines)
Mobile: 07843 413268

Email: enquiry@gmpsltd.co.uk

The autumn term at Timsbury Pre-school has arrived and
the returning ‘big’ children readily welcome the new
arrivals. They have had a very busy and eventful year,
the main event of course being the development of the
community garden. It is such a beautiful and secure
space that has enabled them to enjoy many sunny days
outside over the summer months. They have watched
the fruit grow, flowers bloom and observed the wildlife
that has come into the garden. There was even a toad
in the toad house! In the future there will also be a space
in the garden for digging. We are very grateful to
everyone involved in this project, such a fantastic
outdoor space has been of great benefit to the children.
Some of the other experiences the children have had this
year include a lovely day out to Longdown Activity Farm.
They fed calves, held chicks and guinea pigs and went
on a tractor ride. Back at the pre-school they have also
been visited by ducklings, kittens and a puppy! The
children have learnt to care for plants themselves by
growing cress and pumpkin seeds. Some children were
also involved in the village clean up day, using their litter
grabbers to pick up rubbish. There has definitively been

an emphasis this year on observing, and interacting with,
the environment around them.
Fundraising is also an important part of pre-school life
from discos to raffles and fun days. These events enable
new toys and equipment to be purchased for the children.
Much of the fundraising is organised by the pre-school
committee. Our committee is currently made up of
parent volunteers but it would be lovely to have a few
people from the community involved too. We meet on
the First Tuesday of each month so if you are interested
in coming along please get in touch. We are a charity
and rely on the generosity of the local community and are
so grateful for their support. Villagers have also kindly
given us their Tesco and Sainsbury’s vouchers which
provided some balancing blocks, a sensory bubble and
water toys which the children have been enjoying.
All the children, new and old, have settled in well and are
now looking towards the months ahead and preparations
for Christmas. A nativity and party are planned for the
end of term and even a trip to the pantomime!
We wish you all a very happy Christmas.

Karen Wall

TIMSBURY PRE-SCHOOL

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY CARE GROUP
If you need a lift to your appointment with the doctor, dentist or hospital we are here to help

Jane Finnimore 368349 Johanna Koscian 368577 Mary Lees 368718
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ST. MARY'S, MICHELMERSH ~ ST. ANDREW'S, TIMSBURY
in the United Benefice of Braishfield

Rector: The Revd. Canon Bruce Kington,
The Rectory, Braishfield

Telephone: 01794 368335
Day off Tuesday

Dear Friends,

Tuesday 12th October marked the 29th anniversary of the day when I became Rector of Michelmersh and Timsbury,
together with Farley Chamberlayne and Braishfield. Awbridge came later. The time has now come, however, for me
to lay down this responsibility and Lucy and I have made the decision to retire at the end of December, with our last
Sunday on the 5th December. After 29 years living amongst our parishes, it is a strange sensation to be
contemplating a move, not the least because of the enormous privilege we have had of sharing deeply in the lives of
so many of you!

Looking back to 1972, when I was made Deacon, my first Vicar had the practice of encouraging his curates onwards
by quoting from the Book of Lamentations, “It is good for a man to bear the yoke while he is young.”
But that was 38 years ago. Now, retirement draws near, and with it the picture of pipe, slippers and a deep armchair
in front of the fire. The picture quickly fades as one recalls St. Paul’s words to the Philippians:

“Forgetting what is behind and straining towards what is ahead, I press on towards the goal to win the prize for which
God has called me heavenwards in Christ Jesus”

For all Christians, retirement marks a new phase of one’s work for Christ; an opening of new opportunities and
challenges, as well as the privilege of having some time to pursue hobbies and interests. Just because a person’s
paid occupation ceases does not mean that the Christian life ceases also. I was in my mid teens when I made a
conscious and deliberate decision to follow the living Christ. After retirement that decision continues into new areas
to which I know my Lord will lead.

For the Benefice as well, our retirement will mark a new beginning, a new opportunity for different ministries and gifts
to flourish. My particular prayer is first for the process of choosing my successor; secondly for our Churchwardens
and Benefice Administrator, who will have much responsibility during the interregnum; thirdly that the life of our five
churches will grow and flourish during the interregnum, so that my successor will be able to move ahead in strength
and encouragement.

As I close my final letter for the Michelmersh and Timsbury News, I would like to thank so many of you for your support
and encouragement down the years, and for your patience when I have made mistakes. Lucy and I will miss many
of you and think of you often as we put down new roots in Littleton, just outside Winchester.

May God richly bless you all as you move into a new future!

Bruce Kington, Rector.
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CHURCH SERVICES
November/December 2010

St Mary’s, Michelmersh and St Andrew’s, Timsbury
Also All Saints Braishfield, St John’s Farley Chamberlayne and All Saints Awbridge

Michelmersh Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge

November
Sunday 7th

3rd before Advent
9.30 am

Morning Worship
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
8.00 am

Holy Communion
9.30 am

Family Service

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

9:30am
Holy Communion

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 14th

Remembrance
2nd before Advent

6.00 pm
Remembrance

Service
+ MSB Band

11.00 am
Jam Family

Service

10.50 am
Remembrance

Service
Start at War Memorial

8.00 am Holy
Communion

& Remembrance

10.5 am
Remembrance

Service
Start at School

Sunday 21st

Christ The King
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
11.00 am

Family Service
9.30 am

Holy Communion

Sunday 28th

Advent Sunday
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
9.30 am

Holy
Communion

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am
Family Worship

December
Sunday 5th

Advent 2
9.30 am

Morning Prayer
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
8.00 am Holy
Communion

9.30 am
Family Service

6.00pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy Communion

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 12th

Advent 3
6.00pm

Holy Communion
11.00 am
Christingle

With Jam Club

9.30 am
Morning
Prayer

8.00 am
Holy

Communion

9.30 am
Morning Worship

Sunday 19th

Advent 4
6.30 pm

Carol Service
11.00 am

Holy
Communion

6.00pm
Carol Service

4.00 pm
Carol Service

4.00 pm
Carol Service

With Christingle

Friday 24th

Christmas Eve
11.15 pm

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Carol Service
11.15 pm

Holy Communion
11.15 pm

Holy Communion

Saturday 25th

Christmas Day
9.00 am

Holy Communion
10.00 am

Family Service
11.15 am

Holy
Communion

10.00 am
Family Service

Sunday 26th

1st of Christmas

9.30 am
The Crib & Cross
Service for the UB

Michelmersh Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge

Details are understood to be correct when printed.

COMPLETE UP TO DATE DETAILS OF ANY LAST MINUTE CHANGES TO SERVICES, CAN BE FOUND IN
THE UNITED BENEFICE MAGAZINE‘FIVE ALIVE’ AVAILABLE FROM ALL CHURCHES, PUBLISHED BI-

MONTHLY & THE VILLAGE WEBSITE
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VILLAGE LIFE - FINE WINE TASTING
Nibbles included

Paul Dawkins of Heaton Wines Ltd, Church Street, Romsey
at the JUBILEE HALL

SATURDAY 20 NOVEMBER 8PM
TICKETS £9.50 in aid of Hall Funds

Kath Davis 368118 or email
tickets@michelmershandtimsbury.org

Come and help us celebrate 20 years of Operation
Christmas Child by making your own shoebox gift and
bringing it to our special afternoon on Saturday 6
November, 2-4pm at Awbridge Village Hall.
The first shoeboxes were made in Wrexham in 1990 and
accompanied a convoy of aid trucks bound for the
devastated country of Romania, following the collapse
of the communist regime. From that small batch of
4,000 shoeboxes developed the international Christmas
box distribution we now see today. The UK annually
donates over 1.2 million boxes each year to Samaritan’s
Purse who now visit 13 different countries to distribute
them.
So if you have never made a box before, or haven’t done
one for a while, make this a special year to take part and
join in and it will help you to discover the real meaning of
Christmas.

Part of our local celebration will also be our Deanery
service for Operation Christmas Child which will be held
on Sunday 21 November, at 3 pm at St John’s,
Rownhams. The collection dates for dropping off boxes
are 1-18 November. Leaflets, posters and resources
are now available to order from the website and leaflets
are available from churches in the benefice and at
Choice Plants, Timsbury. If you would like to order your
own and see current stories or find knitting patterns then
have a look at www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk.
Thank you for your support. We are also in need of
empty medium size shoeboxes, please drop these off at
Choice Plants if you have spare ones.
Mary Savage rep for Samaritan’s Purse 01794 367908
if you would like further information please contact:
savage@choiceplants.freeserve.co.uk

SAMARITAN’S PURSE: OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 1990-2010
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Fifteen members of the Society were shown round
Hinton Ampner Gardens by John Wood, the Head
Gardener on the evening of 19th August 2010.
John Wood had talked to Members in The Jubilee Hall
earlier in the year and had kindly offered to take us round
this 13 acre National Trust garden which he looks after
with two assistant gardeners and as many volunteers as
he can find. The garden is still a work in progress and
was conceived in its present form by Ralph Dutton, the
late 8th Lord Sherborne – it is widely considered to be

an outstanding
example of 20th
century garden
design.

We first looked
at the walled
garden, which
four years ago
had been used

as a tennis court and a swimming pool, but is now
transformed into an established fruit and vegetable
garden, interspersed with flowers suitable for cutting for
the House. The espaliered fruit trees (some more than
100 years old), ‘groaning’ with apples and pears, were
the envy of many of us All crops go for use in the main
restaurant. We continued on to see the rectangular
ornamental pond, complete with gold fish and a variety
of attractive water lilies. Formal topiary in interesting
shapes and the occasional statue or urn provides formal
structure to the garden and we all appreciated the
profuse herbaceous borders with lovely late summer
flowers (in bloom!). Informal areas contrast with this,
such as the unexpected tropical glade with its banana
palm and other exotic shrubs. One side of the garden is
bounded by a ‘ha ha’ enabling an uninterrupted view
from the house across the Hampshire countryside. The
visit lasted 1¼ hours and at the end everyone thanked
John profusely for the time he had spent with us and for
sharing some of his expertise .
Following the Summer break during which the weather
could best be described as variable the first talk was a
fascinating description by Sue Robinson on ‘Building
Chelsea Exhibits’ and how Hilliers design their prize
winning exhibit for the Chelsea Flower Show. Andy

McIndoe the Managing Director of Hilliers will have
indicated the main themes for the show. They have been
recipients of the coveted gold medal for the last 65 years.
Such is their reputation that on the opening day the
Queen rarely fails to visit their stand. Theirs is the largest
in the show but unlike many exhibitors Hilliers do not sell
off plants after the show for which the overall cost is in
the region of £250,000. Some are sent to their
Sunningdale and Winchester branches for sale.
However part of the cost is reclaimed after the show by
making use themselves of the material used. This
includes for example, 200 sacks of compost, timber,
tons of slate etc. and ‘dressing’ of the site which is built
up to match the height of central Memorial. Statues
which may be been used are returned to their owners.
Covering the polythene liner base there are trees (some
of which may make their appearance year after year)
and some 500 different plants. It takes some 30 staff to
erect the stand over 4 days and this year the four areas
into which it was divided were Moroccan, Egyptian,
Indian and Venetian. Part of Sue Robinson’s
responsibilities are to find and dress the display with
appropriate and relevant themes from furnishings to
fabrics. So much detail was comprehensively covered
by Sue’s talk.
The flower arranging competition at this meeting was
won by Ann Dowland with Peta Hunt, Wendy Cox and
Jill Tyler highly commended.
Coming Society events include on the 8th November the

story of ‘The Great
Exhibition’ at the
Crystal Palace in
1851 described by
Rosina Brandham
and then on
December 13th our
celebrated
Christmas Party
(can members who
wish to attend

please let a committee member know). The Society’s
New Year starts on January 10th featuring a talk: ‘Trees
and Shrubs for Winter Interest’ by Marcus Dancer.
Meetings all start at 7.30pm in the Jubilee Hall.

Peter Pritchett - Brown

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

The group have just had a very successful exhibition at
Mottisfont Abbey. The work looked good in the new set
up at Mottisfont, with new display stands and lighting.
Some pleasing comments were made by visitors and
several sales were made. The group meets weekly on a
Wednesday at the Jubilee Hall from 10a.m. to 4 p.m. and
is 20 years old this year. We are a group of semi-
professional artists with wide interests and national
exhibition experience,who first met when studying Fine
Art at Southampton Institute. Now with some changes of

membership, we continue to meet to paint,discuss our
work with each other and with visiting artists. We are a
self motivated group with no tutor and have a
contemporary approach to painting. We have vacancies
for appropiate artists who might like to join us in our
spacious facilities at Jubilee Hall. In the first instance
contact Nat Lewis at natclewis@tiscali. co.uk. We look
forward to hearing from you.

Nat Lewis

TIMSBURY MODERN PAINTERS



HERON INTERIORS

All Soft Furnishing requirements
catered for

Curtains/Loose Covers/
Blinds/Valances/Pelmets/etc

Wide range of fabrics available
Home visits

Competitive prices

Mark
Penn-Newman

HIGH QUALITY
INTERIOR AND

EXTERIOR
LOCAL

PAINTER
Telephone:

01794 884796
Mobile:

07810480274
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Planning
The Parish Council has reviewed a number of planning
applications during the last two months. The Council
considers all planning applications for developments in
the parish and reports to Test Valley Borough Council or
Hampshire County Council (on applications relating to
minerals or waste) who determine the applications.

Planning Applications
The Parish Council raised no objections to the following
planning applications:
10/01611/FULLS
Proposal: New 3-bedroom detached house with integral
double garage to replace existing detached
bungalow and garage.
Site: Robertha, Hill View Road, Michelmersh
10/01681/FULLS
Proposal: Conservatory at rear
Site: 12 Casbrook Field, Upper Timsbury, Romsey
05/01028/CMAS
Change of planting scheme and extend period of
restoration to 2012.
10/01399/FULLS
Proposal: Creation of additional dwelling by division of
existing 5 bedroom house to one 3 bedroom and one
2 bedroom house
Site: The Herons, Heron Lane, Timsbury, Romsey
10/02065/FULLS
Proposal: Change of use from mixed C3
(Dwellinghouse) and A3 (Restaurant) to C2 (Residential
Institution). Internal alterations including loft conversion.
Site: The New Forge, Romsey Road, Stonymarsh,
Romsey
10/02151/FULLS
Proposal: Erection of free standing garden shelter
Site: The Bear and Ragged Staff, Romsey Road,
Stonymarsh, Romsey

Planning Determinations
Decisions on previous planning applications are
recorded in the Parish Council minutes or can be found
on the Test Valley Borough or Hampshire County
Council websites.

Community Issues
Recreation Ground Fencing
Gary Bartlett has now replaced the fencing alongside the
boundary between the recreation ground and the Copse.
He has also repaired the existing fencing which runs
alongside the recreation ground and Hunt's Farm playing
fields.

Sports Club Licence Notice
The Parish Council received notice from the Sports Club
that it wished to retract its surrender of the Licence to use
the Ground as of 31st October 2010 and the Council has
agreed to this. It is expected that discussions on a
long-term Lease, to give the Club security of tenure and

ensure that the Club is eligible for grant-funding, willl
re-commence.

Village Tidy Up Day
The Village Tidy Up Day was a great success and
received publicity in the ‘Romsey Advertiser’. See the
article elsewhere in this Newsletter

Playground Project
The Parish Council has now received four quotations
from playground equipment suppliers and now the fun
begins! An extra meeting will be arranged for later this
month to finalise a design which best suits the needs of
the village. Representatives from the preschool,
residents of Mannyngham Way and the youth club will be
invited to attend. Once the design has been finalised,
the suppliers will provide a further quotation based on
our final requirements. Anyone wishing to submit a letter
outlining how a new playground would benefit our
community would be much appreciated and would
greatly influence our funding applications. Please send
any correspondence to the Parish Clerk, 1 Redlands
Drive, Upper Timsbury, SO51 0AG. Thank you.

Village Broadband Speeds
Slow Broadband speeds in the village have been an
issue for sometime and something that the Parish
Council are trying to rectify in conjunction with
Hampshire County Council.  However, as a resident,
you can vote to have your exchange included in the
BT Infinity upgrade programme. For further details
and to vote, please go to www.racetoinfinity.bt.com
There are currently only 7 votes registered out of a
potential 1000, so please get voting!

Village and Hall Noticeboards
At the September Parish Council Meeting, Mike Koscian
reported that the Jubilee Hall Committee had ordered a
new sign for the front of the Jubilee Hall (above the
entrance). After discussion, there was general
agreement that a new notice board on the verge to New
Road, incorporating a Jubilee Hall sign, would be
appropriate. This would accommodate Parish Council
and community notices. The Parish Council and the
Jubilee Hall Committee will work together to investigate
designs and costs.

Parish Council Meetings
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on 27th
October and 24th November.

Parishioners are reminded that Agendas for Parish
Council Meetings, and Minutes of past meetings, can be
found on the Village Website at
www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

Katie Hardy
Parish Clerk

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY PARISH COUNCIL



Obtain your legal needs locally

Family & Mediation
Conveyancing

Wills & Probate
Accidents or Injury Problems

Employment issues
Criminal Law

Please call for an appointment

01962 844544
Star Lane House, Staple Gardens,

Winchester, Hampshire SO23 9AD

main@shentons.co.uk www.shentons.co.uk

St Andrew’s Day Fish Supper
Saturday 27th November

7.30pm at the Jubilee Hall

Come and join us for a delicious, locally
sourced, 3 course supper.

Bring you own drinks.
Dress: smart/casual.

£12.50 per person

Guest speaker and raffle.

Why not book a table and create your own
party to support this fund raising event for

 St Andrew’s Church, Timsbury.

Tickets available from:
Clarissa Smith 367134

Catherine Baker 368364

MICHELMERSH SILVER BAND
Forthcoming Events
6th November - South West Brass Band Association
Championships in Torquay
11th November - Lest We Forget - Remembrance
Concert, United Reformed Church, Romsey. 7.30pm.
Tickets available in Tourist Information Office, Romsey.
01794 512987
14th December - So This is Christmas - concert in the
Plaza Theatre, Romsey. 7.30pm. Tickets as above.
10th December - Training and Junior Bands Christmas
Concert, Jubilee Hall, Timsbury.
20th December - Rotary Carol Service in The Square,
Romsey. 7.00pm
24th December - Carols around the village and in The
Barns
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ELECTORAL REGISTER
Everyone will have completed their electoral register
return and sent it in by now, won't they? If I am wrong,
you should receive a reminder from Test Valley Borough
Council in mid October and I have been asked by TVBC
to chase any still not returned by 8th November.
If you have not sent yours in yet, then you might be
surprised to know that you are among 17000
households in Test Valley for which there has been no
return so far. Last year I had about 60 forms to deal with
in Michelmersh & Timsbury, though this figure did
include empty properties.
The register should be published on 1st December and
may be viewed sometime after this at the Council Offices
in Duttons Road.

John Rhodes
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The period leading up to Christmas tends to include some
light-hearted evenings, and November begins with an evening
where members will choose an image to be used as the club’s
Christmas card. This will no doubt bring out some of the best
snow scenes from last winter, but hopefully a range of subjects
will be used.
The aerial photography evening should be an interesting
evening – you will see some famous landmarks in a different
light! Heather Hook has been to the club before, and her
presentations are always popular.
A very important evening for Michelmersh and Timsbury is our
annual Hall Fundraising Evening, this year being held on 30th
November. You will see some stunning and unusual
underwater photographs, presented by Andy Bennett, a
photographer from Dorset. Please come along and help us
raise as much money as possible to donate to hall funds.
There will only be a small entry charge and you will be made
very welcome.
The image included this time is “Roseberry Topping” by Peter
Read. This was included as one of three images in a Print
Panel, but it also stands alone well – a landscape with impact!
Peter is well-known for his infra-red photography.
The programme for November / December is set out below, so
please come along to any that interest you. You will be made
very welcome. More information about the club is available on
the club’s web-site at www.viewfinderscameraclub.org.uk.
Programme
2 Nov: Selection of the Club’s Christmas card image
9 Nov: Assessment of members’ prints and digital images,
judged by Alan Cooke

16 Nov: ‘A Bird’s Eye View of Famous Landmarks’, with aerial
photography by Heather Hook
23 Nov: Panel Trophy for Prints, judged by Roger Smith
30 Nov: Jubilee Hall Fundraising Evening: 'Underwater
Photography ', a photographic lecture by Andy Bennett
7 Dec: Assessment of members’ prints and digital images,
judged by John Tilsley
14 Dec: Charades Competition, run by members
21 Dec: Christmas Get -Together
28 Dec: Christmas/New Year – No meeting

Margaret Kirby
Publicity Officer

VIEWFINDERS OF ROMSEY CAMERA CLUB

The 2010 Grand Pumpkin and Halloween Show at the Bear
and Ragged Staff on Saturday 9th October was arguably the
biggest show we have ever held in our 30 odd year history.
The pub and marquee were full to overflowing. The mild
evening helped and seemed to encourage many regular but
also first time visitors to our traditional show with not only the
Giant pumpkins to see but the chance to sample the delights
on sale at the produce stall and enjoy the pumpkin soup and
samosas. There were also Halloween inspired cakes and other
nibbles that soon were sold out. All this with the band playing
all night and the BBQ barely keeping up with the demand made
for a great night.
We wanted to thank all those who attended and hope that you
enjoyed the evening as we certainly did. We were especially
pleased to be able to hand over a cheque for £400 on behalf
of the members of the Pumpkin Club to the well known local
charity Georges Trust and the audience heard how it had been
set up and how it was intending to specifically help teenagers
in the area suffering from serious illness.
If there are interested people who would like to grow pumpkins
or take part in future shows and get involved with this light
hearted club you would be more than welcome so please
contact Club Chairman Phil Hutchins 01794 368117

or email philhutchins@talktalk.net
Show Results
The heaviest pumpkin of the evening was grown by Richard
Freemantle who beat his own record set last year with a splendid
pumpkin of 214lbs to take the Chalky White members cup.
Alan Hewlett returned after a long absence with a winner of 90lb in
the open class.
Sue Bowditch not for the fist time won biggest Marrow at 50lbs and
took the coveted Famous Pot.
Timsbury Pre-School despite strong competion from other groups
won Champion Novelty with “Hickory Dickory Dock”.
Novelty (over 14 years) - George Olden, Laura and Emma Master
with “Vegie Roller coaster”
Novelty (under 14 years)- Jamie and Angus Reed with “Ghostly
Spartan Warrior”.
Heaviest Pumpkin open (under 14 years)- Molly Higden 136lbs
Novice Grower Heaviest Pumpkin (open)- Kevin Kennison 117lbs
Best Judged garden vegetables -George Webb with Dahlias.
Prettiest Pumpkin(open)-Heather Nutbeam.
Ugliest Pumpkin(open)- Christine Freemantle.
Best Looking Matched Pair of Pumpkins- Sue Gray.
Heaviest Australian Blue Pumpkin – Cyril Nias.
Best Carved Pumpkin (over 14 years) - Helen Palmer.
Best Carved Pumpkin (under14 years) - Racial Macey
Winner of the Children’s Fancy Dress was “The Mummy”

GRAND PUMPKIN AND HALLOWEEN SHOW
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Michelmersh & Timsbury Sports Club
Would like you to come to our

QUIZ EVENING
FRIDAY November 26th 7.30pm.

In the Pavillion
The Bar will be open

Please come along with a team (about 6) - or we can put you in a team.
Lots of different rounds to suit everyone! - Great trophy!

£2 per person.
Any questions—or to book a place - Clare Cooper 01794 368640

or Text 07788 725650 email clare@testvalleywines.co.uk

MICHELMERSH AND TIMSBURY CRICKET CLUB
We have a friendly and active junior cricket section and are always looking for new players in the village. We operate 6 teams –
U9a&b (School years 1 – 4)
U11a&b (School years 5 & 6)
U13 (School years 7 & 8)
U15 (School years 9 & 10)
Winter coaching will begin in January, so if any children are interested and you would like to have a chat, both the u9b and u11a
managers, Rob Mew and Nick Cooper live in the village and would be delighted to let you know more. Rob can be contacted on
07838 030240 and Nick on 368640.

Forest Forge Theatre Company
and The Nuffield Theatre, Southampton

present
The Wolves of Willoughby Chase

at the
JUBILEE HALL SAT 15th JANUARY

A thrilling adventure set in an alternative history of England, The
Wolves of Willoughby Chase is the story of two brave and
determined girls who have to struggle against ferocious wolves,
snowy wastelands and a very evil guardian, Miss Slighcarp.
The story imagines that the opening of the Channel Tunnel has
led to dangerous wolves roaming Britain. This is not the only
danger that cousins Bonnie and Sylvia, and their friend Simon
the Goose-boy, must face as they encounter unforgettable
characters and mysterious scheming. Reminiscent of Dickens
and Edward Gorey, The Wolves of Willougby Chase will be
thrilling, funny and spectacular with lush music, animation and
innovative staging.
* Suitable for ages 6+ and family audiences
* The performance will last approximately 2 hours (including
interval)

Tickets: £8 and £4 (under 16)
Kath Davis 368118
or tickets@michelmershandtimsbury.org
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Property Maintenance & Handyman Services
Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating

Wallpapering
Sheds & Fences Erected Painted & Re felted
Grass Cutting, Hedge Cutting & Strimming

Floor & Wall Tiling
Flat Pack Assembly & Small Carpentry Work

Windows & Doors Repaired & Replaced
House & Garden Clearance

Fascia Boards & Gutters Cleaned, Repaired & Re-
placed

Driveways & Paths Repaired & Re surfaced
Kitchens & Bathrooms Fitted

Ground Works & Drainage
Brick work & Repointing work
Collection & Delivery Service

Plus many other areas of maintenance work & odd
jobs carried out

Ben Kington
Telephone : 01794 368536

Mobile : 07866551725
Fully insured References available

Free Estimates

Registered Charity Number: 220949

Romsey & District Local Office:
Red Cross Centre, 10 Greatwell Drive, Romsey
(opposite Nightingale Surgery)
Coordinator: Kathy Astbury on 01794 513202 -
24 hour answer phone

Romsey Medical Loan
Red Cross Centre, 10 Greatwell Drive, Romsey
(opposite Nightingale Surgery)
Open 10.30am to 12.30pm - Monday to Friday.
Enquiries: 01794 513202 - 24 hour answer phone.

First Aid Group: Tel: 01794 513202. Volunteers
always needed.
First Aid Enquiries: 0844 871 8000.
For Volunteers: Tel: 01962 891663 Paul Isted or
email: PKIsted@redcross.org.uk

JUBILEE LUNCH CLUB
Hello everyone. Our new season for the Lunch Club has started well. Do come and join us if you’re free on the third
Thursday of the month from 13.15 – 15.00. Just give me a ring a few days before so we can calculate the catering –
367134.

Bon Appetit! Clarissa.

VILLAGE TIDY UP DAY
More than 40 people, including several family groups, enjoyed the sunshine on Saturday 25 September when they
turned out for the Village Tidy-Up. Most were surprised by how much litter could be found near roads and footpaths.
A hardy team collected a large pile of building rubble and old tyres that had been ‘fly-tipped’ in an out-of-the- way
spot. Ace Liftaway donated a skip for the day and provided a truck and trailer to collect bags at pick-up points round
the village. Test Valley Borough Council provided green ‘bibs’, bags and litter-pickers. Everybody seemed to enjoy
the chat and the walk, and the result - a nearly-full skip and a tidier village. Thank you to all who helped.

Katie Hardy



Michelmersh & Timsbury
Diary

November
Mon 8th 7:30pm Hort Soc - The Great Exhibition of 1881 Jubilee Hall
Tues 9th 11 - 12 Mobile Police Office Jubilee hall CP
Thurs 18th 1:15pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Sat 20th 8:00pm Wine Tasting Jubilee Hall
Weds 24th 7:30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall
Thurs 25th 7:30pm Friends - Talk by Rev Kington The Barns
Fri 26th 7:30pm Sports Club Quiz Sports Pavilion
Sat 27th 7:30pm St Andrews Day Fish Supper Jubilee Hall
Tues 30th 7:30pm Viewfinders- Hall Fundraising Evening Jubilee Hall

December
Mon 13th 7:30pm Hort Soc - Christmas Party Jubilee hall
Tues 14th 11 - 12 Mobile Police office Jubilee hall CP
Weds 22nd 7:30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall
Fri 24th 8:00pm Village Carols The Barns

Jan Feb
Mon 10th Hort Soc Thurs 10th Friends
Sat 15th Forest Forge Mon 14th Hort Soc
Wed 26th Parish Council Wed 23rd Parish Council

Main Hampshire school holidays:
Christmas Holiday 20 Dec ~ 3 Jan, Half term 21 Feb ~ 25 Feb

Details of Church Services see Page 7
also in the United Benefice magazine ‘Five Alive’ available from all churches

and the Village Website: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Please submit entries for the Jan/Feb 2011 Issue before Friday 10th December

The Editor would like to express his appreciation & thanks to Peta Hunt for proof reading
and Jane Finnimore and all her team for Distribution.

Every effort is made to ensure that diary details are correct when compiled but confirmation should be obtained from event organisers.
All advertisements & contributions to the newsletter are accepted at face value and the Editor cannot vouch for their accuracy.

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor . Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter 2010

If any reader has knowledge of stories, anecdotes or the history of our village,

the Editor of this newsletter would most appreciate hearing of them for possible future articles.

Please contact me on either 01794 368577 or mike.koscian@btinternet.com

November/December 2010

The Village Website carries updated information: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org


