
March - April 2011
VILLAGE INFORMATION

Police
Phone 101

08450 45 45 45 (Ask for the Force Enquiry Centre)
For urgent calls ONLY use 999

Churches:
St Mary’s Michelmersh
St Andrew’s Timsbury

Rector: TBA

Parish Council
Clerk: Katie Hardy  367289

Mtparishclerk@btinternet.com
Chairman: Bob Davis  368118

WEBSITE:  www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Test Valley Borough Council

Romsey 527700 : Andover 01264 368000
Web site: www.testvalley.gov.uk

TVBC Councillor Tony Ward 01794 389649
Email: cllrtward@testvalley.gov.uk

HCC County Councillor
Andrew Gibson 01264 861138

MP Caroline Nokes: 01794 512132
caroline@romseyconservatives.co.uk

Jubilee Hall 368976 : Warden/Bookings 368492 :

Tree Warden Mr B Raines 368435

Items for the Newsletter for May - June 2011 before Friday 8th April please.
Contributions to the Editor at: The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane, Timsbury, SO51 0NW

or preferably email:- mike.koscian@btinternet.com
The Newsletter is produced for the Parish Council and distributed by volunteers every two months

For information contact the Editor, Mike Koscian Tel: 01794 368577

St Andrew’s Church

open morning
   come and join us for coffee and cake and enjoy

   The beautiful Easter flowers and decorations
in the church

     10am until 12midday
Saturday 30 April
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Oil Boiler Specialists
· Installation, Servicing and Repairs.
· OFTEC Registered.
· Oil Tank Replacement.

All Plumbing And Heating, From A Tap Washer
To Full Central Heating.

· Power-Flushing
· Solar Heating
· Underfloor Heating
· Full Bathroom Installation
· Over 25 Years Experience

Romsey District
Cars

Will get you where you want to be!!
Unique Text Service

Comfortable 4 and 6 Seat Vehicles
Airports

Heathrow From £59.00
Gatwick From £70.00

Book now on the following Numbers

01794 342322
07891 169549

E-mail: info@romseydistrictcars.co.uk

Painter and Decorator

S.J.OXENHAM
4 Chartwell Close

Allbrook, Eastleigh SO50 4PZ
Tel:02380 611673

One Man Business

Established (1967)

Interior/Exterior

No Job Too Small

Estimates without obligation

Reliable Local Tradesman

J.C. Harfield
Carpentry & Building

Free Quotations
Competitive Rates

No Job Too
Small

- All Carpentry & Joinery Undertaken
- Roofing & Loft Conversions
- Extensions & Garages
- Kitchens & Internal Fittings
- Garden Decking & Summerhouses

Call Jon to chat about your requirements

07811 107358
jcharfield@gmail.com
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VILLAGE WEATHER

Average Overnight Minimum Overnight Average Day Time Maximum Day Time Rainfall

Temperature Temperature Temperature Temperature mm

December -1.1(1.3) -9(-8) 2.8 (4.8) 9 (11) 37 (137)

January 3.1(1.3)  -4(-10) 7.7 (2.3) 13 (7) 99 (73)

EDITORIAL
The meeting in January called by the Parish Council on the
proposals for the Waste Recycling site in Bunny Lane was
well attended. I found it both informative and interesting.
I had reason to visit the Jubilee Hall on a Thursday lunch
time in January. I must say what a nice surprise it was, as
I was accosted in the kitchen by a number of charming
young ladies. They were of course the Lunch Club helpers.
I must say if you would like a pleasant lunch with congenial
company then you could do far worse. For further details
have a look on pages 4 and 15.
There have now been two presentations on the Timsbury
Lake work. For those of you who missed both or would like
an update there is a further presentation, details of which
you can find on Page 13.
Owing to illness ‘The Friends’ are in desperate need of a
new Secretary. You can find our more about this on page
13.
The Scouts are holding their Annual Spring Party for the
elderly on Thursday 7th April from 7:15pm to 8:30pm in the

Jubilee Hall. There will be light refreshments, a raffle and
entertainment by the Scouts. Why not enjoy Scout
hospitality? Anyone wishing to attend should call Sarah on
02380 814295. Transport can be arranged if required.
There are a number of advertisements for local events and
issues within this newsletter so please check them all.
Finally make sure you prepare for the Village Fun Day on
Saturday 16th July. This will be held in the Jubilee Hall,
Community Garden and Sports Field. Only with the
participation of the whole village can we make this a
success!
I have a confession to make - The photo of Betty Nutley had
an imposter in it! It was in fact her daughter Jo Morgan, who
did not recognise herself. Watch future Newsletters for the
real Betty!
Be aware there have been a number of break ins
recently to sheds throughout the village. Report
anything suspicious to the Police.

Mike Koscian

Our family came to Michelmersh in 1960 when it was a
traditional village with a school, two shops, a post office,
Railway station, pub, Parson and Rectory, silver band, a
blacksmith, the brickworks and  pre-war (1914), village hall.
The population was aging with few young children and little
new building.
Soon after the school, one of the shops and the station
were lost and later the farm near the church ceased
operation and its old barns began to decay.
Then in 1978 the ‘not for profit’ Farm Trust was set up to
restore these barns and find uses beneficial to Michelmersh
and Timsbury. At the same time an action group was
formed to replace the decrepit village hall, though many
predicted  it would never attract sufficient use, and three
years later a new charity ‘The Friends of Michelmersh
Church,’ was  established to  assist in the cost of repairs
and maintenance of the Fabric of our 13th. century Church.
For thirty years both the Friends and the Barns Trust  have
largely succeeded in their objectives. The Friends have
funded urgent repairs and enhancements in the Church,
and the Barns Trust, has restored four of its five buildings.
Neither group has received grants and each has a
accumulated a significant cash reserve. The wide range of
their contributions to the social life of the two villages is
summarised below.
However each organization now needs new recruits, willing
to undertake some of the necessary, though not very
onerous, management functions, and sustain this range of
social activities.
In 1985 the Michelmersh Millennium Celebration, which
lasted six weeks, commemorated the Charter issued by
King Ethelred in 985 defining the ownership and
boundaries of the village. Highlights included a goodwill
letter from the Queen, a museum display opened by the

Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire, a talk by Lord Denning, a
play and a village booklet including  local historic events
and memories of older residents.
Then in 1986 a full scale Country Fair attracted thousands
of visitors and raised £16,000 for the Friends.
Each year the Trust has hosted a Harvest Supper and
Christmas Eve Carols with the Silver Band in the Barns.
The Long Barn has been used for Weddings, Christening
and Funeral receptions, church services and Parish
Council meetings during building work in the Church or
village hall. The Friends have arranged more than 50  talks,
covering a wide variety of subjects. Many  residents have
talked of their experiences of  life, travel and working in
distant countries or of the interesting work in which they are
engaged here. The countries described have included the
far north of Canada, Outer Mongolia, Egypt, Israel, Malta
(during the war), Australia, Iran and Shangri la.  Subjects
have ranged  from ‘the NHS in Turmoil’, the Work of the
CAB, training dogs for the disabled, piloting shipping in the
North Sea, the Timsbury Shipping Lake project, using
replica models to assist large ship design, the life of a
Country Parson, research into mosquito and malaria
control, tea plantations in Kenya,  cheese making, British
butterflies, the history of some old houses in the village and
13th Century life and work in English villages.
The typical attendance at these talks has been around thirty,
a number probably limited because many were unaware of
their existence. Apart from the interesting subject matter
the talks have provided an opportunity to meet one’s
neighbours and exchange village gossip.
If you feel these activities have been worthwhile and should
continue, then please get in touch.

Tony Roberts.  368387
email:  arvroberts@googlemail.com

THE BARNS
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MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY CARE GROUP
If you need a lift to your appointment with the doctor, dentist or hospital we are here to help

Jane Finnimore   368349          Johanna Koscian  368577

The sub-zero temperatures and icy roads were no
deterrent this year for the annual carol singing at the Old
Barns on Christmas Eve. Whilst the low temperatures
undoubtedly reduced the numbers attending there were
still a large number of families and individuals, some with
their festively attired dogs, who braved the weather. The
total number probably just exceeded 100 souls.
As usual the Michelmersh Silver Band led the carol
singing in a convivial festive atmosphere ably conducted
by Roland Wright their resident conductor to whom we
are indeed grateful, as he travelled from his home in
Bournemouth on atrociously icy roads to be with us.
Thank you Roland and all the members of the M.S. band.
We are fortunate to have both a national award winning
band and such a wonderful rustic venue for this and
other village events. Thanks also to Tony and Jill
Roberts, John and Peta Hunt and many others for
ensuring that everyone received their mulled wine and
mince pies, which were particularly welcome this year!
The next meeting in the 24th March (7.30pm) at the Old
Barns is a talk by our own local craftsman Christoph
Gotting, who will speak to us about his work with concert
violins. It is a fascinating subject with his very specialised
skills gained over a lifetime of working. Everyone is
welcome to attend.

On the Saturday before (19th March 9.30 am to
12.30pm) is the annual Spring Clean at the
Church/churchyard organised by the PCC. As many who
can spare a few hours would be very welcome.
During January we have lost the services of our long
serving secretary Mary Lees due to ill health.  Mary will
be missed for her font of knowledge on so many matters
appertaining to the villages and also to the protocol in
keeping me on the straight and narrow!
However John Chambers has stepped in as acting
secretary until the AGM in May. John also has a wealth
of experience in Friends matters and we are truly
grateful to John for stepping into the breach for us.
The AGM will be of particular importance to us this year
as there are three vacancies to fill.  We have run for the
last four years without a Programme Secretary and the
time has come to reduce the load on other members of
the committee by ensuring that this post is filled.  Finally
I shall be retiring in May, so we will need a replacement
Chairman. We really must have candidates for these
posts before the AGM otherwise the consequences are
un-thinkable.
On behalf of the Friends, I wish everyone a happy and
healthy year for 2011.

David Simmonds Chairman

THE FRIENDS OF MICHELMERSH CHURCH

As you will see elsewhere in the
Newsletter, we are having an Open

Day for people to see the Easter
decoration of St Andrew’s. I hope

you can make it: it will be worth it if
past years are anything to go by.

Easter is quite late this year, of course;
almost as late as it can be, so we hope for

warm and fair weather.
We need people’s help in two areas of the church’s life:
firstly, we shall have a new mowing rota in the porch. It
isn’t too onerous, since we have tried to split the months
up during the growing season into two-week blocks. It
probably takes about 75 minutes to do all the grass, and
once every 2 weeks is usually OK. You may not be a
church-goer, but you may have relatives buried in the
churchyard, and if you like to see it neat and tidy, well,

this is your chance to help out. Unless people are
prepared to help, we cannot guarantee to keep it as
neatly as when Austin did it for us.
Secondly, we really could do with someone, or perhaps
more than one person, who could act as organist when I
am away. The organ itself is simple and we don’t expect
miracles! Just about 4-5 hymns at most services. So, if
you do have keyboard skills, we would love to hear from
you. Perhaps one of the younger people in the village,
doing music at school or college might like to do this?
For those in education, I think the PCC could stretch to
a modest fee per service.

Dr John Glasspool-PCC Secretary and
Churchwarden

01794 368017  e-mail
churchwarden1@btinternet.com

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH TIMSBURY
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GM Property Services Ltd

Quality Property Maintenance & Improvement
For all aspects of building maintenance, home

improvements and repairs including;
Tiling, Walls & Floors

Laminate & Hardwood Flooring
General Carpentry & Repairs

Painting & Decorating
Kitchen & Bathroom Fitting

Garden Maintenance including Decking and Turfing

No job too small, competitive rates & FREE Estimates.

A friendly, Reliable & Professional Local Service

References Available

Call: 0845 116 2414 (Free from BT Landlines)
Mobile: 07843 413268

Email: enquiry@gmpsltd.co.uk

Since returning from their Christmas break the children
have been very busy.  They have celebrated the
Chinese New Year by making decorative lanterns and
trying more traditional Chinese food.  Other topics they
have covered this term are shapes and colours and the
children made a beautiful Elmer the patchwork elephant.
They have also had a couple of fancy dress days.  One
of which was for Valentine’s Day when the children
dressed in pink or blue and made heart shaped
decorations.  Looking ahead to Easter the children will
be making cards and baskets, decorating egg cups and
baking cakes.
The garden continues to be of great value to the children,
who use it every day despite the cold weather.  We are
looking forward to warmer sunnier days however when
they can go out in the garden without wellies, coats, hats
and gloves!  We will be able to buy some new toys for
the garden this year thanks to Waitrose, who kindly
allowed us one of their charity boxes over the Christmas
period and we are so grateful to receive a cheque for
£210.
We would also like to thank the people who kindly
donated money to the pre-school  in the Autumn in

exchange for apples from the trees at Brookhill, New
Road – we hope they were delicious!
 On another fundraising issue we are collecting the
Sainsburys active kids vouchers and Tescos for schools
vouchers again this year.  Last year not only the parents
at pre-school but villagers without children at the pre-
school were very kind in providing us with these, which
allowed us to choose some lovely new toys from their
catalogues.  If you receive any vouchers with your
shopping and you wouldn’t mind giving them to the
pre-school then please drop them into pre-school or
through the letterbox of Field House, Mesh Road,  3 St
Andrews close, or Brookhill, New Road.
As many of you are aware we are a small village
committee run pre-school.  The committee is currently
made up of parent volunteers but we are still seeking
new committee members and would really value the
input of someone in the community, so if you are
interested then please get in touch (368976).
As always we are grateful to villagers and the wider
community for their support and wish you all a Happy
Easter!

Karen Wall

TIMSBURY PRE-SCHOOL

Many years ago we set up the current scheme. It has, to
a large extent fallen into disuse as a formal scheme,
though some of us keep an eye open as we go along the
road to look out for unexpected activity in the front
gardens of neighbours and friends. Since the scheme
was set up, many people have moved out of, and into the
village, and it seemed sensible to some of us that we
should perhaps put it on a more formal footing again. This
would mean we should get updates from the police about

local criminal activity, and can keep a closer eye on the
homes of those who wish other members of the Watch to
know they are not around for a while.
With so many people having e-mail even someone like
me could probably set up a group so we could keep in
touch.
If you are interested, please e-mail me on
john.glasspool@gmail.com

STOCKBRIDGE ROAD NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
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ST. MARY'S, MICHELMERSH   ~   ST. ANDREW'S, TIMSBURY
in the United Benefice of Braishfield

Rector: TBA
The Rectory, Braishfield

Telephone: 01794 368335
Day off TBA

The current Newsletter will, at least in part, cover Lent. I am told that the early church just kept the week before Easter
as Lent but long ago it was extended to forty days, corresponding to the same forty days that Jesus spent in the
wilderness, in preparation, before the start of his earthly ministry. Lent is the time that Christians traditionally try to
give up something we like. The classic ones are things like alcohol or chocolate. (It’s a good time to go on a diet!)
There is nothing wrong with that, of course, so long as it doesn’t become a meaningless ritual. But there are other
things we can give up, so here follows an alternative view of Lent:-

Give up complaining——focus on gratitude.
Give up pessimism——become an optimist.

Give up harsh judgments——think kindly thoughts.
Give up worry——trust Divine Providence.

Give up discouragement——be full of hope.
Give up bitterness——turn to forgiveness.

Give up hatred——return good for evil.
Give up negativism——be positive.
Give up anger——be more patient.

Give up pettiness——become mature.
Give up gloom——enjoy the beauty that is all around you.

Give up jealousy——pray for trust.
Give up gossiping——control your tongue.

Give up sin——turn to virtue.
Give up giving up——hang in there!

May God bless you all this Lent

John Glasspool

Mothering Sunday,3rd April
St.Mary's, Michelmersh

Family service & Baptism at 11am
There will be flowers for all the mothers attending

You have probably visited St. Mary's church in Michelmersh several times to see our beautiful medieval
building & the 300 year old gravestones in the churchyard. But did you know that, as well as the medieval
stained glass, we have several new stained glass windows, all made in the last 10 years by the craftsmen at
Salisbury cathedral. There s information about the new windows in the leaflet inside the church. Why not
call in to see them next time you are passing.

Clare Harvey
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CHURCH SERVICES
March/April 2011

St Mary’s, Michelmersh and St Andrew’s, Timsbury
Also All Saints Braishfield, St John’s Farley Chamberlayne and All Saints Awbridge

Michelmersh  Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge

March
Sunday 6th

Sunday before Lent
9.30 am

Morning Prayer
11.00 am

Morning Worship
8.00 am

Holy Communion
9.30 am

Family Service

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

9:30am
Holy Communion

First Service – Awbridge – Linked with Vision Day in Awbridge Village Hall

Wednesday 9th
Ash Wednesday

7.30 pm
Holy Communion

Sunday 13th

1st Sunday of Lent
6.00 pm

Holy Communion
11.00 am

Jam Family
Service

9.30 am
Morning Prayer

8.00 am Holy
Communion

9.30 am
Morning Worship

Sunday 20th

2nd Sunday of Lent
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
11.00 am

Family Service
9.30 am

Holy Communion

Sunday 27th

3rd Sunday of Lent
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Worship
9.30 am

Holy
Communion

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am
Family Service

April
Sunday 3rd

4th Sunday of Lent
Mothering Sunday

11.00 am
Morning Worship

& Baptism

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

8.00 am Holy
Communion

9.30 am
Family Service

6.00pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy Communion

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 10th

5th Sunday of Lent
6.00pm

Holy Communion
11.00 am

Jam Family Service
9.30 am
Morning
Prayer

8.00 am
Holy

Communion

9.30 am
Morning Worship

Sunday 17th

Palm Sunday
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
8.00 am

Holy
Communion

6.00pm
Evening Prayer

11.00 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Holy Communion

Thursday 21st

Maundy Thursday
7.30 pm

Holy Communion

Friday 22nd

Good Friday
7.30 pm

Choral Service
7.30 pm

An hour at the
Cross

Sunday 24th

Easter Day
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Easter Praise
9.30 am

Holy Communion
11.00 am

Holy Communion
9.30 am

Family Communion

Michelmersh  Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge

Details are understood to be correct when printed.
V

COMPLETE UP TO DATE DETAILS OF ANY LAST MINUTE CHANGES TO SERVICES, CAN BE FOUND IN
THE UNITED BENEFICE MAGAZINE‘FIVE ALIVE’ AVAILABLE FROM ALL CHURCHES, PUBLISHED BI-

MONTHLY & THE VILLAGE WEBSITE
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Call Andrei 0845 241 0511 or
07813 768 228

· Aquarium
cleaning &
installation

· Fish disease
diagnosis &
treatment

· Pond
maintenance &
repairs

· Friendly, reliable
service

· 15 years
experience

Aquarium & Pond
Maintenance

The hall committee has been quite busy, by our
standards, this year so far.  We held the now traditional
Forest Forge Christmas Show in January.  As always this
was very well attended, with only a few spare chairs.
Although the performance got off to a bit of a slow start,
it did not in the end disappoint.  There was a chance to
wish others a Happy New Year in the interval, when
refreshments were served and we had a raffle to help the
funds along.  A few days later was the AGM, this was
attended by the committee and a few interested villagers.
The treasurer reported a healthy financial year, allowing
the committee to make some improvements to the hall –
as with any ‘home’ there is always something that can
and must be done to keep everything in good order.  The
Chairman’s report follows.  Are you interested in helping
the Hall Committee, either by joining us – we do have
one vacancy and are able to co-opt a willing volunteer –
or let us know you are there, and willing to help with
maintenance tasks as required.  If so please ring Kath
368118 or Mike 368577 and have a word.  Our next
major tasks are to clear any items no longer required
from the loft, sort out the curtain rails and pelmets and
replace the patio doors.

Kath Davis - Secratary

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR 2010
Once again the Jubilee Hall has had a very successful
year. The Hall Funds have increased from £10,007 in
2009 to £12,400 in 2010. However, it must be
remembered that we have a number of substantial
outgoings in the near future.  These include replacing or
strengthening the patio doors, replacing the curtain rails,
pelmets and curtains and replacing the oil tank and boiler
or possibly switching to mains gas.
Thank you to all the Committee for your hard work during
the year. I would like to especially thank Mary Lees our
Treasurer. Mary was also instrumental in changing the
Hall insurers thus saving us money. Mary has, and
hopefully will continue to be, instrumental in obtaining
grants towards our expenditure.  Of course first Mary
needs to make a full recovery and we all wish her well.
Thanks to Anne Vie for auditing our accounts and Kath
Davis who as secretary has kept everything ship shape.
Our income from hirers continues mainly due to the hard
work of Sarah Medley our warden. This year we have
some new blood on the committee and still have space
for one more new member.
In the late spring the Community Garden was completed.
Congratulations to all those involved especially Sue
Leadbetter and Helen Palmer. The garden is a valuable
asset to the Hall and its users.
In acknowledgement of this the Jubilee Hall
Management Committee purchased a bench for use in
the garden.
On the maintenance front the thermostatic  valves  for
the hand basins were changed to ones that worked
correctly. Thanks must go to Bob Davis for repairing the
broken Committee table and Sarah Medley for arranging
the electrical Safety Check.

A new cooker has been installed to replace the old
unserviceable cooker. The broken Hall sign has been
replaced with a new sign and work is ongoing with the
Parish Council to install a verge notice board and sign.
Thanks go to Viewfinders, the Horticultural Society, the
Romsey Singers for their donation to Hall funds.  The
Village BBQ was a great success, helped by the fine
weather and beautiful location raising money for the Hall
funds. Although the Wine Tasting was cancelled due to
lack of support, the Forest Forge production following it
was a great success.
Clearance of the many unused items in the loft has
commenced with Pre School sorting and clearing their
area, other users need to continue.
The Jubilee Hall lease is due for renewal this coming
April. The current lease has been commented on by the
committee and is now with the Parish Council for their
ratification.
Finally we look forward to the Village Fun Day in July.

Mike Koscian
Chairman Jubilee Hall Management Committee

JUBILEE HALL
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Planning
The Parish Council has reviewed a number of planning
applications during the last two months. The Council
considers all planning applications for developments in
the parish and reports to Test Valley Borough Council or
Hampshire County Council (on applications relating to
minerals or waste) who determine the applications.

Planning Applications
The Parish Council raised no objections to the following
planning application:
a.10/02763/FULLS
Proposal: Single Storey Side Extension
Site: Hill Farm Barn, Rudd Lane, Upper Timsbury, Romsey
10/02712/CMAS
Proposal: Change of Use to retain and extend recycling
facility with ancillary development and activities at RFSF
Recycling
Site: Bunny Lane, Timsbury, Romsey
The Parish Council agreed that they would submit an
objection to this application, on the grounds that the site
was in designated countryside and both Test Valley
District and Hampshire County Councils had consistently
stated that the site was not suitable for a permanent
facility of this type.  The Council was concerned about
HGV traffic on the A3057.  Noise from the site was likely
to adversely affect the amenity of local residents.

Planning Determinations
Decisions on previous planning applications are recorded
in the Parish Council minutes or can be found on the Test
Valley Borough or Hampshire County Council websites.

Community Issues
Grit Bins and Road Conditions
Michelmersh & Timsbury received their grit bins shortly
before Christmas.  The Clerk has  continued to bring the
state of our village roads to the attention of Councillor
Gibson, recently sending photographs highlighting the
serious flooding problem on Rudd Lane.   Councillor
Gibson met with the HCC Highways Department earlier
this month and a site visit has been arranged to determine
a long term solution to this problem.  Potholes are a
regular cause of complaint.  As previously requested, to
raise the profile of specific complaints about damaged
roads, please visit the Hampshire County Council website,
where you can log a particular fault and track its resolution
progress
(http://www3.hants.gov.uk/selfservice/roadproblems.htm)
Sports Club Proposed Lease Agreement
Following some minor amendments to the proposed lease,
it is expected that the Parish Council will be in a position
to offer a long-term lease to the Sport's Club after the next
scheduled Parish Council Meeting to be held on 23rd
February.
Playground Project
The Parish Council has accepted the amended
playground design and quotation supplied by Kompan.  It
has been agreed that funding applications will now be
submitted.

Village and Village Hall Noticeboards
The Parish Council has been awarded a £500 grant from
Hampshire County Council to assist in meeting the costs
for this project.  The Parish Council will discuss the
designs at the next Parish Council meeting.
Public Meeting – RFSF Planning Application
10/02712/CMAS
On 17th January, a public meeting was held at the Jubilee
Hall to discuss the planning application submitted by
RFSF for a permanent recycling license for  its   Bunny
Lane site.  The attendees heard a comprehensive
overview of the proposal by Mr. Mark Howard, MD of
RFSF.  Attendees were then invited to ask questions
regarding the proposal.  (See ‘planning applications’
above).
Village Lengthsman
As a parish, we have access to a lengthsman who is
available to clear out overgrown ditches, tidy up footpaths
etc.  If you have an area near you which you feel is in need
of some TLC, please email me and I can discuss any
proposed tasks with our lengthsman and assign if suitable.
Please email the Clerk at  mtparishclerk@btinternet.com
and include your telephone number on your email so that
we can discuss further if needed.
The Queen's 2012 Diamond Jubilee
Last year our previous Government announced plans to
create a four day special Jubilee weekend from 2nd to  5th
June 2012.  The Big Lottery Fund has announced details
regarding its People's Millions programme which is
dedicated to supporting local Diamond Jubilee projects in
2012.  Community groups across the UK are being invited
to bid for a share of the £3.6million from the Big Lottery
Fund good cause pot. The Parish Council would like to
ask for volunteers to join a sub-committee to help design
and plan for a Diamond Jubilee project/event in our parish.
For more information please visit www.culture.gov.uk,
click on the 'what we do' tab,  and then the 'honours and
ceremonials' icon.
If you would like to get involved, please email the Clerk
with your name and telephone number and any project
ideas you may have.

Parish Council Elections
Parishioners are reminded that Local Elections will be
held in Test Valley on 5 May this year, when the Parish
Council is elected for the next four years. If you have lived
in the parish (or within 3 miles of the parish boundary) for
at least 12 months (and subject to other conditions) you
are eligible. Anyone interested in becoming a member of
the Parish Council is very welcome to contact the Clerk or
the Chairman for an informal discussion.
Parish Council Meetings
The next Parish Council Meetings will be held on  23rd
February 2011 and 27th March 2011.

Parishioners are reminded that Agendas for Parish
Council Meetings, and Minutes of past meetings, can be
found on the Village Website at
www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

Katie Hardy, Parish Clerk

PARISH COUNCIL
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HERON INTERIORS

All Soft Furnishing requirements
catered for

Curtains/Loose Covers/
Blinds/Valances/Pelmets/etc

Wide range of fabrics available
Home visits

Competitive prices

Mark
Penn-Newman

HIGH QUALITY
INTERIOR AND

EXTERIOR
LOCAL

PAINTER
Telephone:

01794 884796
Mobile:

07810480274
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Marcus Dancer from Sandleheath, Fordingbridge
It was a very wet January evening, but over 30 members,
3 new to the Society, were welcomed to the Jubilee Hall
for the first meeting of the Horticultural Society of 2011.
The death of Prof. Donald Mayor, a previous chairman of
the Society was announced, and a card sent to his
widow, Margaret
Marcus Dancer was the speaker with his talk “Trees and
Shrubs for winter interest”. Even before the talk began
members were inspecting his sales table –  and carrier
bags were being packed!
Starting his horticultural career at Hillier’s Nursery in the
1970s, when it was ‘a proper nursery’, before attending
Agricultural college, Marcus Dancer now has his own
nursery at Sandleheath, Fordingbridge, Marcus Dancer
Plants, clematis specialist (clematisplants.co.uk). He
explained that his nursery was unfortunately not open to
the public, due to lack of space but he took phone and
email orders for collection or delivery, and did much of
his trade at the local farmers markets and plant fairs.
He told us it was now time to create a focal point of 1 –
3 plants with winter interest, ready for a real winter tonic
next year.  His selection was grouped into scented,
foliage colour, stem colour with a few examples and brief
cultural notes given for each.  He passed round beautiful
photographs of his choices, so those who wished could
copy the name from the back! … and we could all
imagine our gardens planted with Viburnum x
bodnantense ‘Dawn’, Camellia sasanqua, Chimonathus
praecox, Sarcococca hookeriana, Daphne bholua
Jacqueline Postill, Daphne odora 'Aureomarginata' ,
Witch Hazel, Cornus, Acer griseum, for its lovely peeling
bark and the white trunks of Betula utilis; underplanted
with Cyclamen hederafolium and coum, Carex and
Hellebore with a few winter flowering Clematis cirrhosa
- Freckles, Landsdown Gem and Jingle Bells to complete
the picture.
…and what you all want to know - the one plant he would
take to his desert island – Daphne bholua Jacqueline
Postill – wouldn’t we all?
The evening concluded with yet more sales and a
welcome cup of tea and chat with friends, before
returning home to browse through the plant catalogues!

- Kath Davis

The AGM on February 14th, also celebrated the birthday
of our oldest and one of our most active members, Betty
Nutley, for her 90th birthday, all the Society members
present serenaded her with “Happy Birthday”. A Cake
with 9 candles (most satisfactorily blown out by the
Birthday girl!) was shared out after the meeting.
Seven committee members including Jo Morgan, Jill
Tyler, Kath Davis, Peta Hunt, Wendy Thorpe & Bob Bone
faced the meeting together with Chairman Jane
Chambers who welcomed all present and presented her
report.
She said that the year had been most satisfactory, new
members had been welcomed, as were new members
for the committee. She summarised some of the

speakers enjoyed during the year together with visits to
gardens.
The shows, Spring, Rose and Evening Annual Show had
all been successful as had the Plant Sale on which the
Society relies for maintaining low membership fees.
Jane thanked speakers and judges through the year
including Chris Bird, Raymond Hayward and David
Stone from Mottisfont Rose Garden. (Jane’s full report
can be obtained from PPB)
Hon Treasurer, Kath Davis, reported that finances were
in good order and highlighted the Society’s amazing
record of not raising membership fees for ten years. This
was only possible through members’ efforts supporting
the Plant Sale that this year would be on Saturday 14th
May.
Sue Pritchett-Brown, President, wished to place on
record the Society’s thanks to all the Committee for their
unstinting and successful efforts.

With 60 members present the AGM was followed by
Gardeners’ Question Time with Ray Broughton and
Chris Bird of Sparsholt College answering a host of
varied gardening posers.   Being St Valentine’s Day
questions were raised on the huge variety of roses on
sale and their shortcomings. Amongst a great many
other subjects was the problem of managing ivy when it
grows up established trees. When and how to
satisfactorily empty and refresh a garden ponds was
discussed the consensus opinion that mid-summer after
heavy rain is optimum and to place some of the water
plants on the bank temporarily to enable water creatures
to return.  When and how to prune Hebes with the
opinion that after 5 to 7 years they need to be replaced.
Other subjects included mis-shaped parsnips
sometimes as the result of shallow soil; when pruning
Hypercium and St John’s Wort take precautions and
wear gloves.  Members were most interested in the
advice given on how to make compost in 3 months and
details may be available from Kath Davis.

Jane Chambers thanked the speakers for some
fascinating hints and tips and closed the meeting
reminding members that the Society’s Spring Show will
be on March 28th. This would be followed on April 11th
by a talk on ‘Butterflies’ by Roger Buchanan, Past
Chairman of ‘Butterfly Conservation’. The all-important
plant sale will be on May 14th  Members then stayed
around having cups of tea and discussing some of the
comments heard during the Q and A session..

- PPB

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
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Obtain your legal needs locally

Family & Mediation
Conveyancing

Wills & Probate
Accidents or Injury Problems

Employment issues
Criminal Law

Please call for an appointment

01962 844544
Star Lane House, Staple Gardens,

Winchester, Hampshire SO23 9AD

main@shentons.co.uk www.shentons.co.uk

Sunday 3rd April 2011
St Mary's Church Michelmersh 7.30 pm

Just Quintessential was formed in 2007 when 4
sopranos plus pianist thought it would be a good idea to
perform in local churches for charity.
The eclectic mix of music in their repertoire ranges from
sacred music and light opera to songs from the musicals.
All 5 sing in local choral societies and enjoy giving
pleasure in concerts, usually twice a year, performing in
parish churches in Romsey and the surrounding area.
J.Q's last performance in St Mary's was about 3 years
ago and we look forward to singing there again on
Sunday 3rd April at 7.30 pm, music to include the moving
Stabat Mater by G.B. Pergolesi.
Monies collected at the retiring collection will go to the
church and also our nominated charity which is the Marie
Curie Fund.
We look forward to welcoming as many people as
possible for what we hope will be a wonderful concert in
a delightful setting.

'JUST QUINTESSENTIAL’ The Winchester Churches Night Shelter
in

Jewry Street, Winchester, S023 8RZ
(just behind The Discovery Centre)

is
open every night of the year for shelter, food

and support for the homeless.

To do this they need help
in the form of donations,

but also food, clothing, kitchen & cleaning items.

If you feel you can help them in any way
please phone the WCNS on

01962 862050
between 9am & 2pm.

www.wcns.org.uk
Email admin@wcns.org.uk
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It is encouraging to see that the club has once again
grown to its capacity, with around 80 members, and a
number of new members are actively participating in the
club’s activities.   Any further prospective members will
be asked to join the club’s waiting list until a place
becomes available.
The next two months’ programme includes the usual mix
of club and inter-club competitions, talks on interesting
photographic subjects, and evenings run by members.
The Les Fredericks trophy evening is bound to be very
entertaining, as it is being judged by Don Mitchell, well-
known for spicing up his judging with humorous jokes
and even a musical interlude on the trombone!   The Les
Fredericks trophies are awarded in honour of a former
member, and are on set subjects chosen by the
members.  This year the subject for prints is ‘Simplicity’
and for projected digital images ‘Dawn and Dusk’.
The image included for you this time is “Day Off 1” by
Chris Maidens, recalling the snowy days of December
last year. Chris is something of a ‘lone tree specialist’
and the judge liked the way the tree had been used in the
composition behind the deserted bandstand, with the
monochrome effect capturing the mood of the snow.
The programme for March / April is set out below, so
please come along to any evenings that interest you.
You will be made very welcome.  More information about
the club is available on the club’s web-site at
www.viewfinderscameraclub.org.uk.

Programme
1 Mar: “The New Forest”- a talk with photographs by
Mike Read

8 Mar: Southern Photographic Federation League 1
(Prints) – judged by Anne Mahany
15 Mar: Assessment of members’ prints and digital
images: judged by Alison Cawley
22 Mar: “Creating Digital Panoramas”- a talk with
photographs by Cliff Carter
29 Mar: Les Fredericks Trophies – judged by Don Mitchell

5 Apr: “15 Minutes of Fame” - an evening run by
members
12 Apr: Photoshop Basics - club instructional evening
19 Apr: Landscape Trophies – judged by Chris
Hutchinson

Margaret Kirby Publicity Officer

VIEWFINDERS OF ROMSEY CAMERA CLUB
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The headline this month is that the group have changed
their name to NEW ROAD ARTISTS. The thinking
behind this is that the new name is more contemporary
and likely to catch the eye of modern galleries when we
are applying for exhibitions. The group still functions in
the same way and some members who have dual
membership with 2D/3D art group have successfully
exhibited and sold at the Southampton City Art Gallery.
We congratulate them and 2D/3D for their fine exhibition
In early February we had an exciting day with a
workshop on new ways of drawing. This was taken by
member Masako Tobito .We used a variety of materials
as well as the traditional pencil, including charcoal,
crayon, felt tips, ink and even sellotape and masking
tape. Have you ever tried drawing with masking tape?

Unconventional maybe, but great fun and it’s good to
think outside your comfort  zone.
Our web site is slowly taking shape and our group
planning is working towards Hampshire  Open  Art
Studios on the weekend of August 27th & 28th .We hope
to be working in the Jubilee Hall with plenty of our work
on show and to be able to answer all your questions.
Talking of questions here are two for you (no prizes)
1. We  probably all know who painted the Mona Lisa, but
who painted her with a moustache?
2. Who painted the ‘Prima Vera’? What is her other
name?
Answers in the next edition

Bye for now….Nat Lewis

TIMSBURY MODERN PAINTERS Now known as NEW ROAD ARTISTS

3rd Romsey Scout Troop will become a group again as of 2nd March, with the addition of a Cub pack. The Cub pack
will be open to all children aged between 8 and 10 1/2 years, on Wednesdays, from 5.45 - 7pm, at the Jubilee Hall.
We will be taking part in the district Gang Show, visiting the scouts on camp during the summer holidays, along with
many other exciting activities!
For more information, please contact Kate Brown on 01794 511527, or email kmkt@hotmail.co.uk.
Our Annual Spring Party for the elderly will be held on Thursday 7th April from 7:15pm to 8:30pm in the Jubilee Hall.
There will be light refreshments, a raffle and entertainment. Come along to enjoy Scout hospitality. Anyone wishing
to attend or find out more should call Sarah on 02380 814295. Transport can be arranged if required

SCOUTS
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Property Maintenance & Handyman Services
Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating

Wallpapering
Sheds & Fences Erected Painted & Re felted
Grass Cutting, Hedge Cutting & Strimming

Floor & Wall Tiling
Flat Pack Assembly & Small Carpentry Work

Windows & Doors Repaired & Replaced
House & Garden Clearance

Fascia Boards & Gutters Cleaned, Repaired & Re-
placed

Driveways & Paths Repaired & Re surfaced
Kitchens & Bathrooms Fitted

Ground Works & Drainage
Brick work & Repointing work
Collection & Delivery Service

Plus many other areas of maintenance work & odd
jobs carried out

Ben Kington
Telephone : 01794 368536

Mobile : 07866551725
Fully insured References available

Free Estimates

Romsey and District Society are having a talk on
Developments at Timsbury Lake. Those of you who
missed the previous talks or would like to hear a
progress report may like to come. Free for R&D
members-£2 for non-members.
If you happened to see the R&D News Letter the date is
incorrect after the article (not Wed 13 April).

Mon April 11. Bob Joughin: ' Development at
Timsbury Lake'. Wisdom House centre 8pm

TIMSBURY LAKES DEVELOPMENT

JUBILEE LUNCH CLUB
Hello everyone.  Just a reminder that all are welcome so
if you are free, do come and join us on the third
Thursday of the month from 13.15 – 15.00. Just give me
a ring a few days before so we can calculate the
catering – 367134.

 Bon Appetit! Clarissa.

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY

TWINNING ASSOCIATION

JOIN US FOR A

TREASURE HUNT
(ON FOOT) AROUND ROMSEY

FOLLOWED BY LUNCH AT
THE THREE TUNS

Sunday 27th March at 10.00 AM

Treasure Hunt £5
Roast Lunch £12 (Optional)

More details contact
Richard or Sylvia Croxall

01794 368853

MICHELMERSH SILVER BAND

With snowdrops and early daffodils hinting that the end of this
long cold winter could at last be in sight, we are busily planning
our 125th Birthday year. Christmas was particularly enjoyable
this year and it was SO good to get to play in the Barns in spite
of the snow. Tramping through the white stuff to play carols
around the village on Christmas Eve was beautiful though – a
living Christmas card scene with full sound! We hope those of
you who managed to get tickets for our sell-out Christmas
concert in the Plaza Theatre enjoyed it as much as we did too.
Next event on the horizon is our “Big Band Birthday Bash” at
the Crosfield Hall on Tuesday 5th April, a cabaret-style, table-
seated concert in aid of the Romsey Opportunity Group (for
Children with Special Needs) which is also celebrating a
birthday – its 40th – this year.  The programme will feature big
band and dance band music and audience members are
invited to bring along their own wine, beer or favourite tipple,
and to dance to the music if their feet start itching! The tables
will seat 6 – 8 people so why not get a few friends together to
fill a table and join us in supporting this very deserving local
support group? Tickets will be available in the Tourist
Information Centre by the 1st March.
We are also delighted to be joining the Romsey Male Voice
Choir in concert in Romsey Abbey on Saturday 16th July. At
the time of writing we are 90% certain that Lawrie McMenemy
will be acting as compere – it could be safe bet that ‘When the
Saints Go Marching In’ will be in the programme as both MSB
and Southampton FC celebrate 125th birthdays in 2011.
Between the two concerts we will be squeezing in another two
band weddings (making it 5 in 4 years) as Repiano Cornet
player Claire Eldridge weds her Simon in Romsey Abbey in
May, and Trombonist Mike Ricketts marries his Kirsty in
Downton in July. We wish both couples the very best for their
future happiness.

Claire Topp Secretary, MSB



Michelmersh & Timsbury
Diary

March
Tues 8th 11 - 12 Mobile Police office Jubilee hall CP
Sat 19th 9:30am Church/Church Yard Spring Clean St Mary’s
Thurs 17th 1:15pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Wed 23rd 7:30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall
Thurs 24th 7:30 Friends - Christoph Gotting talk on

manufacturing concert violins
The Barns

Mon 28th 7:30pm Hort Soc - Spring Show Show Jubilee Hall

April
Sun 3rd 7:30pm Just Quintessential - Concert St Mary’s
Thurs 7th 7:15pm Scouts’ Spring Party for the elderly Jubilee Hall
Mon 11th 7:30pm Hort Soc - Butterflies Jubilee Hall
Mon 11th 8:00pm Developments at Timsbury Lake Wisdom House
Tues 12th 11 - 12 Mobile Police office Jubilee hall CP
Thurs 21st 1:15pm Lunch Club - Easter Lunch Jubilee Hall
Weds 27th 7:30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall
Sat 30th 10 - 12 Open Morning - Easter Flowers St Andrew’s

May June
Mon 9th Hort Soc
Sat 14th Plant Sale Mon 13th Hort Soc
Thurs 19th Lunch Club Thur 16th Lunch Club
Weds 25th Parish Council Weds 22nd Parish Council
Thur 26th Friends - AGM

Main Hampshire school holidays:
 Easter Holiday 11th Apr ~ 25th Apr, Half Term 30th May ~  3rd June

Details of Church Services see Page 7
also in the United Benefice magazine ‘Five Alive’ available from all churches

and the Village Website: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Please submit entries for the May/June 2011 Issue before Friday 8th April

The Editor would like to express his appreciation & thanks to Peta Hunt for proof reading
and Jane Finnimore and all her team for Distribution.

Every effort is made to ensure that diary details are correct when compiled but confirmation should be obtained from event organisers.
All advertisements & contributions to the newsletter are accepted at face value and the Editor cannot vouch for their accuracy.

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor            . Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter  2011

If any reader has knowledge of stories, anecdotes or the history of our village,

the Editor of this newsletter would most appreciate hearing of them for possible future articles.

Please contact me on either 01794 368577 or mike.koscian@btinternet.com

March/April 2011

The Village Website carries updated information: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org


