
May - June 2011
VILLAGE INFORMATION

Police
Phone 101

08450 45 45 45 (Ask for the Force Enquiry Centre)
For urgent calls ONLY use 999

Churches:
St Mary’s Michelmersh
St Andrew’s Timsbury

Rector: TBA

Parish Council
Clerk: Katie Hardy  367289

Mtparishclerk@btinternet.com
Chairman: Bob Davis  368118

WEBSITE:  www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Test Valley Borough Council

Romsey 527700 : Andover 01264 368000
Web site: www.testvalley.gov.uk

TVBC Councillor Tony Ward 01794 389649
Email: cllrtward@testvalley.gov.uk

HCC County Councillor
Andrew Gibson 01264 861138

MP Caroline Nokes: 01794 512132
caroline@romseyconservatives.co.uk

Jubilee Hall 368976 : Warden/Bookings 368492 :

Tree Warden Mr B Raines 368435

Items for the Newsletter for July - August 2011 before Friday 10th June please.
Contributions to the Editor at: The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane, Timsbury, SO51 0NW

or preferably email:- mike.koscian@btinternet.com
The Newsletter is produced for the Parish Council and distributed by volunteers every two months

For information contact the Editor, Mike Koscian Tel: 01794 368577

What do these two items have in common? For the answer see Page 11.
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Oil Boiler Specialists
· Installation, Servicing and Repairs.
· OFTEC Registered.
· Oil Tank Replacement.

All Plumbing And Heating, From A Tap Washer
To Full Central Heating.

· Power-Flushing
· Solar Heating
· Underfloor Heating
· Full Bathroom Installation
· Over 25 Years Experience

Romsey District
Cars

Will get you where you want to be!!
Unique Text Service

Comfortable 4 and 6 Seat Vehicles
Airports

Heathrow From £59.00
Gatwick From £70.00

Book now on the following Numbers

01794 342322
07891 169549

E-mail: info@romseydistrictcars.co.uk

Painter and Decorator

S.J.OXENHAM
4 Chartwell Close

Allbrook, Eastleigh SO50 4PZ
Tel:02380 611673

One Man Business

Established (1967)

Interior/Exterior

No Job Too Small

Estimates without obligation

Reliable Local Tradesman

J.C. Harfield
Carpentry & Building

Free Quotations
Competitive Rates

No Job Too
Small

- All Carpentry & Joinery Undertaken
- Roofing & Loft Conversions
- Extensions & Garages
- Kitchens & Internal Fittings
- Garden Decking & Summerhouses

Call Jon to chat about your requirements

07811 107358
jcharfield@gmail.com
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VILLAGE WEATHER
Average Overnight Minimum Overnight Average Day Time Maximum Day Time Rainfall

Temperature Temperature Temperature Temperature mm

February 4.9 (1) -2 (-4) 10.1 (5.6) 14 (10) 57 (75)

March 4.4 (2.3) 1 (-5) 13 (10) 19 (17) 15 (63)

EDITORIAL
Time does seem to be flying by, here we are well into
Spring and Christmas only seems like yesterday! This
means the Village Fun Day on the 16th July will soon be
upon us. Is it in your diary, are you planning a stall? It is
down to you, the Villagers, to make it a success not
forgetting of course the weather on the day. By the time
this is delivered the Royal Wedding will have taken place.
Did you attend a local Village Party for the event? If you
did do you have a photo I could put in the next newsletter?
I know the Parish Council is already thinking about how
the Village celebrates the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
next year. Throughout the country celebrations will be
held during the first weekend of June 2012 and there will
even be an extra Bank Holiday to help! Are you

interested in helping to organise an event? If so once the
new Parish Council has been formed following the May
elections, they would be interested in hearing from you.
What a shame the Scouts annual Party for the elderly
had to be cancelled due to lack of interest. I wonder why
the Lunch Club is so popular and yet the Scouts’ Party
is not. Although the Scouts offer transport to their guests,
could it be due to the fact the Scouts Party is in the
evening? If you have any thoughts on the subject please
let Sarah know on 02380 814295. I am reliably informed
that the Scouts intend to run a Tea Party in July.

Mike Koscian

Michelmersh church was rebuilt in about the 12th century, probably on the site of an earlier Saxon church. This
ancient building has served the community for baptisms, weddings, funerals, regular worship and as a general
meeting place ever since and meets a need on those occasions. But it requires regular maintenance, repair and
refurbishment for which funds are in short supply, so if you can help meet that expenditure then John
Hunt(368745) or Clare Harvey, who are both Church Wardens, would like to hear from you. On the 19th March
21 people spent a couple of hours carrying out a'Spring Clean' internally and externally. It was a beautiful
morning, much was achieved and everybody had a useful and happy time. This photo was taken at a Coffee
Break in the porch.

John Chambers

Last years figures are in brackets
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MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY CARE GROUP
If you need a lift to your appointment with the doctor, dentist or hospital we are here to help

Jane Finnimore  368349         Johanna Koscian  368577   Bryony Murphy 368355

The annual church spring clean attracted a total of
twenty one volunteers on a beautiful spring day in March.
A great deal of cleaning, dusting and polishing in the
church as well as tidying and repairs needed to the
churchyard after the hard winter were completed in just
one morning.  Peta Hunt as usual provided coffee and
well earned and appreciated sustinence for everyone.
The usual good rapport and frequent bantering were in
evidence, which helped the work along..  Thank you to
all who took part, a good job very well done.
At the March meeting an even larger audience of Friends
enjoyed a fascinating talk by Christoph Götting about his
life long work as a maker of high quality violins.   The fact
that his violins are “sculpted” and finished from start to
finish at his workshop in Michelmersh added a unique
interest. Christoph’s obvious dedication to his craft was
very clear and his enthusiasm for the subject infected
everyone privileged to hear and watch him.  A quality
product that could genuinely be described as “crafted in
Michelmersh.”

In the last newsletter I mentioned that the Friends were
looking for nominations for three committee vacancies.
Regrettably at the time of writing we have no volunteers
for these posts.  Unless some names come forward very
soon, the May 26th Annual general Meeting will be
called as an Extraordinary General Meeting to consider
the suspension of Friends activities. The Friends cannot
function without adequate committee management.
The church has stood in Michelmersh since the 12th
Century and it is believed that an earlier Saxon church

stood on the same site before it.   I often wonder how
many volunteers and contributions helped to maintain
the church over those many centuries as their work has
certainly left us something to appreciate and admire, just
as the Friends have done over the last thirty years?
It is time that a young fresh start is made from a largely
new committee of people with modern ideas.  This is a
situation that earlier villagers must have faced at various
times over the ages.  I cannot believe that in today’s
world, there is a total lack of interest to keep the Friends
going.
We are not a religious organisation, anyone is welcome
to be a Friend. If you are proud of our village’s heritage,
regardless of your belief’s, please forward your
nomination for Chairman, Secretary or Programme
Secretary (the last two could be combined as the
programme for the next year is already planned) and
help keep the fabric of this building in good shape for
centuries to come, as all those before us did.  My
telephone number is detailed below so please come
forward and give me a call, none of the posts are
onerous and we do enjoy ourselves as well!
The Friends provide a social programme of talks and
events that help to enrich our village life.   Life will be
much duller in Michelmersh without the Friends!

David Simmonds
Chairman - Friends of Michelmersh Church

01794 368576

THE FRIENDS OF MICHELMERSH CHURCH

Our search for a new Rector continues.
After a meeting between members of

our five PCCs and the Bishop of
Southampton, it has been decided

to advertise for a new Rector for the
Benefice.  This will make the process

longer than if we had asked the Diocesan
Bishop to offer us a potential candidate, but

might open the field, as the post will be advertised
nationally. There are pros and cons to both processes.
The main disadvantage of going to advertisement is that
the procedure will take longer. We cannot be certain
when we will get a new priest, but hopefully one will be
in post by the end of the year, at the latest.

Whilst the Rectory is empty, we, as a benefice, have
responsibility to maintain the garden. We wish to keep
things in a good state till the new priest arrives and to
that end we will be having a working party on 2nd May

to get things in the garden under control. Anyone who
can spare a couple of hours would be most welcome.

And... speaking of gardening, my appeal for help with the
mowing of the churchyard has kindly brought forth some
response, but we could do with some more helpers too.

We have had the fiver-yearly architect’s inspection of the
church. No major defects have emerged, but we do have
an odd problem with dampness, which, has appeared in
the last few years, on the south side of the church,
without an obvious cause and which will need to be
addressed.  The belfry has been bird-proofed, since our
most recent working party removed many sacks of
nesting material!

Dr John Glasspool-PCC Secretary and
Churchwarden

01794 368017
 churchwarden1@btinternet.com

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH TIMSBURY
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GM Property Services Ltd

Quality Property Maintenance & Improvement
For all aspects of building maintenance, home

improvements and repairs including;
Tiling, Walls & Floors

Laminate & Hardwood Flooring
General Carpentry & Repairs

Painting & Decorating
Kitchen & Bathroom Fitting

Garden Maintenance including Decking and Turfing

No job too small, competitive rates & FREE Estimates.

A friendly, Reliable & Professional Local Service

References Available

Call: 0845 116 2414 (Free from BT Landlines)
Mobile: 07843 413268

Email: enquiry@gmpsltd.co.uk

The children have a good start to the spring term, they
have been busy preparing for Easter.  They have been
making Easter baskets and decorating egg cups.  The
children performed in their annual Easter Concert, they
wore their homemade Easter Bonnets and the concert
was attended by family and friends.  As a fundraiser
there were several activities for the children with
guessing the name of the bunny, how many eggs in the
jar, tombola and a cake sale, it was a great success.
As the weather is getting warmer, the children are
making good use of the community garden.  We feel very
privileged to have such a nice secure outdoor area which
is something some pre-schools are not so lucky to have.
We like to encourage the children to participate in the
outdoor activities, which is why we would like to thank all
the villagers who saved their Tesco and Sainsbury
vouchers and gave them to us.  With this we are able to
buy sports equipment for the children.  We are still

collecting the vouchers for this year and therefore if you
have any to donate then we will be happy to accept them.
We would also like to use this opportunity to request your
support in helping us to raise necessary funds in order
for us to replace toys and resources.  If you are an
on-line shopper, then please consider signing up to a
website called
 www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/timsburypresch.
Or alternatively click on the preschool website.  It does
not cost you anything, however this site gives us money
back each time you make a purchase and there are over
2000 retailers registered with them.  You do not lose out
on anything but we can gain much needed funding.
The pre-school is currently running with a few spaces for
children now and availability for September, if you are
interested in having a look around or reading our
prospectus then please make contact with staff at the
pre-school during opening hours on 01794 368976.

Jo Whyton

TIMSBURY PRE-SCHOOL

The new Cub group, 3rd Romsey, who meet at The
Jubilee Hall have had a very enjoyable first half term!
They've made pancakes, joined in with the District Gang
Show, made various craft items and are looking forward
to another fun packed term after Easter!
They are changing their meeting day to Thursdays, in the
hope that more children can join them and so that they
can join in with more Scout activities, as they also meet

on Thursday evenings.
If you know of anyone who would like to come along and
join in the fun, please contact Kate Brown on 01794
511527 or email kmkt@hotmail.co.uk.
They are still looking for an Assistant Cub Leader, so if
you have some spare time and lots of enthusiasum,
please contact Kate on the above numbers.

Kate Brown

CUBS

OLD MICHELMERSH FARM TRUST
You are all welcome to join us for our Spring-cleaning,
weeding, and bramble-clearing party at the Old
Michelmersh Barns on the morning of Saturday 21st.
May from 10.00 am. to 12:30. Elevenses will be
provided! Please bring strong gloves and any tools
suitable for digging, weeding, bramble-cutting and raking
etc.
For further information, or to become a member, please
contact:
Tony Roberts tel. 368387
email arvroberts@googlemail.com
or Elaine Roberts: elaine.roberts@cielec.com
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ST. MARY'S, MICHELMERSH   ~   ST. ANDREW'S, TIMSBURY
in the United Benefice of Braishfield

Rector: TBA
The Rectory, Braishfield

Telephone: 01794 368335
Day off TBA

As this Newsletter is going to be distributed after Easter, I thought I would include an ancient piece of Christian
literature as a sort of post-Easter Reflection. I regret that I am not clever enough to produce such a thing myself. This
is the Paschal Homily, or sermon, of John Chrysostom (c. 349–407) Archbishop of Constantinople  After his death
(or, according to some sources, during his life) he was given the Greek surname chrysostomos, meaning "golden
mouthed", rendered in English as Chrysostom. It is still used every Easter Day in Orthodox churches

“If anyone is devout and a lover of God, let them enjoy this beautiful and radiant festival.
If anyone is a grateful servant, let them, rejoicing, enter into the joy of his Lord.
If anyone has wearied themselves in fasting, let them now receive recompense.
If anyone has laboured from the first hour, let them today receive the just reward.
If anyone has come at the third hour, with thanksgiving let them feast.
If anyone has arrived at the sixth hour, let them have no misgivings; for they shall suffer no loss.
If anyone has delayed until the ninth hour, let them draw near without hesitation.
If anyone has arrived even at the eleventh hour, let them not fear on account of tardiness.
For the Master is gracious and receives the last even as the first; He gives rest to him that comes at the eleventh hour,
just as to him who has laboured from the first.
He has mercy upon the last and cares for the first; to the one He gives, and to the other He is gracious.
He both honours the work and praises the intention.
Enter all of you, therefore, into the joy of our Lord, and, whether first or last, receive your reward.
O rich and poor, one with another, dance for joy!
O you ascetics and you negligent, celebrate the day!
You that have fasted and you that have disregarded the fast, rejoice today!
The table is rich-laden: feast royally, all of you!
The calf is fatted: let no one go forth hungry!
Let all partake of the feast of faith. Let all receive the riches of goodness.
Let no one lament their poverty, for the universal kingdom has been revealed.
Let no one mourn their transgressions, for pardon has dawned from the grave.
Let no one fear death, for the Saviour's death has set us free.
He that was taken by death has annihilated it!
He descended into Hades took Hades captive!
He embittered it when it tasted His flesh! And anticipating this, Isaiah exclaimed: "Hades was embittered when it
encountered Thee in the lower regions".
It was embittered, for it was abolished!
It was embittered, for it was mocked!
It was embittered, for it was purged!
It was embittered, for it was despoiled!
It was embittered, for it was bound in chains!
It took a body and came upon God!
It took earth and encountered Heaven!
It took what it saw, but crumbled before what can not seen!
O death, where is thy sting?
O Hades, where is thy victory?
Christ is risen, and you are overthrown!
Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen!
Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice!
Christ is risen, and life reigns!
Christ is risen, and not one dead remains in a tomb!
For Christ, being raised from the dead, has become the first-fruits of them that have slept.
To Him be glory and might unto the ages of ages.
Amen.”

Dr John Glasspool
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CHURCH SERVICES
May/June 2011

St Mary’s, Michelmersh and St Andrew’s, Timsbury
Also All Saints Braishfield, St John’s Farley Chamberlayne and All Saints Awbridge

Michelmersh  Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge

May
Sunday 1st

2nd of Easter
9.30 am

Morning Worship
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
8.00 am

Holy Communion
9.30 am

Family Service

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

9:30am
Holy Communion

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 8th

3rd of Easter
6.00 pm

Holy Communion
11.00 am

Jam Family
Service

10.00 am
Morning Prayer

8.00 am Holy
Communion

9.30 am
Morning Worship

Sunday 15th

4th of Easter
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
8.00 am

Holy Communion
No Service

10.00 am at the
URC

Christian Aid

11.00 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Holy Communion

Sunday 22nd

5th of Easter
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
9.30 am

Holy
Communion

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am
Family Worship

Sunday 29th

6th of Easter
9.30am

UB
 Holy Communion

June
Thursday 2nd

Ascension Day
7.30pm

Confirmation with
Holy Communion

Sunday 5th

7th of Easter
9.30 am

Morning Worship
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
8.00 am Holy
Communion

9.30 am
Family Service

6.30pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy Communion

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 12th

Whit Sunday
6.00pm

Holy Communion
11.00 am

Jam Family Service
9.30 am
Morning
Prayer

8.00 am
Holy

Communion

9.30 am
Morning Worship

Sunday 19th

Trinity Sunday
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
8.00 am

Holy
Communion

6.00pm
Evening Prayer

11.00 am
Family Service
And Baptism

9.30 am
Holy Communion

Sunday 26th

1st after Trinity

8.00 am
Holy Communion

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy Communion

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am
Family Worship

Michelmersh  Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge

Details are understood to be correct when printed.
V

COMPLETE UP TO DATE DETAILS OF ANY LAST MINUTE CHANGES TO SERVICES, CAN BE FOUND IN
THE UNITED BENEFICE MAGAZINE‘FIVE ALIVE’ AVAILABLE FROM ALL CHURCHES, PUBLISHED BI-

MONTHLY & THE VILLAGE WEBSITE
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Working for the benefit of wildlife,
the environment and the local
community, your parish
conservation initiative has been
planting many thousands of trees,

restoring ponds, managing neglected woodlands,
hedges and roadside verges in the countryside around
Michelmersh and neighbouring parishes, for over a
quarter of a century!

Perhaps the most notable achievement was a bet with
Norman Goodland in 1994, that we could have
Nightingale singing outside Michelmersh Village Hall by
the Millennium, a task which we accomplished in 1997.
Sadly the nightingale fell silent by the Millennium, after
our work was brought to a halt at Haycroft Copse.
Undeterred, we decided that if we couldn’t have the
Nightingale singing at Michelmersh Village Hall, then we
would take it to sing at Awbridge Village Hall instead, but
first we would have to purchase a field to plant up a
woodland, to create the habitat this bird requires, so as
to attract the Nightingale in.

Amazingly last summer, a Nightingale could be heard
singing at Awbridge Village Hall, however its absence
from Haycroft Copse is an annual reminder of missed
opportunity.  Whilst this bird sings at Awbridge, another
nightingale has for the last two years taken to singing its

melody in a “penny hedge” we planted just down the
road from our home in Hillview Road.
The continued survival of this nightingale along with the
whitethroat that nests in the same hedge, demands that
the roadside verges, ditches and banks are protected,
maintained and managed sympathetically, rather than
allowed to be crushed in and destroyed.

A logo of our conservation activities is the Mandylion. A
befitting Christian symbol, the Mandylion marks tree
planting and other conservation based activities but also
acts to calm traffic, deters litter throwers, fly tippers and
helps to keep the good in the village and the evil out.
Mandylions are in this context guardians of the
countryside as well as symbolic of justice over injustice,
right over wrong, of light over darkness, warmth over
cold, life over death and god over the devil.
To this day, crucified Mandylion’s carved in wood can be
found standing outside some eastern European
churches, whereas the word “mandylion” is given to
some early Eastern Orthodox images depicting Jesus.
Remarkably the oldest known artefact ever found, was a
carving of a Mandylion, a man’s body with a lion’s head,
sculptured out of a mammoth’s tusk 32,000 years ago
and found in a cave in southern Germany.

Bryan Raines
Michelmersh Village Wildlife Initiative and Tree

Warden Scheme

THE GREEN MAN
PARISH CONSERVATION INITIATIVE AND TREE WARDEN SCHEME

FED UP WITH SLOW BROAD-BAND SPEED?

Most of us have to put up with frustratingly slow broad band speeds because we are limited by the cable
connections to Braishfield exchange, and the limitations of the exchange itself.  Hampshire County Council has
started a project to extend fast broadband services to the villages, which would attract funding from Broadband
Delivery UK.  We are a small village, and we could miss out unless enough of us express our interest in a faster
service (which would not, on current plans, cost any more than our existing services).  So if you are an internet
user please go to

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/broadband
and fill in the simple form to register your interest – there is no commitment

Jubilee Community Garden
(behind the Jubilee Hall)

Wednesday afternoons between 1:45 and 4:00
help keep the garden tidy

 - bring your gloves, a bucket for weeds and your favourite weeding tool

enjoy a cup of tea and have a chat
If you can’t do Wednesday and would like to help, go when you like, as long

as you can spot and remove weeds - there is a compost bin - you will be most welcome.
Please note Preschool use the garden during their, mainly morning, sessions.
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Planning
The Parish Council has reviewed a number of planning
applications during the last two months. The Council
considers all planning applications for developments in
the parish and reports to Test Valley Borough Council or
Hampshire County Council (on applications relating to
minerals or waste) who determine the applications.

Planning Applications
The Parish Council raised no objections to the following
planning application:

a.11/00239/FULLS
Proposal: Erection of bedroom extension above existing
double garage, erection of front porch
Site: Rosebank, Rudd Lane, Upper Timsbury, Romsey

b. 11/00298/FULLS
Proposal: Demolition of single detached garage.
Construction of detached car barn with loft storage over.
Site:The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane, Timsbury, Romsey

Planning Determinations
Decisions on previous planning applications are
recorded in the Parish Council minutes or can be found
on the Test Valley Borough or Hampshire County
Council websites.

Community Issues
Local Elections - 5th May
We have the opportunity to elect a Borough Councillor to
represent our parish on Test Valley Borough Council and
to cast our votes in the Alternative Vote Referendum.
There will also be an election for the Parish council if
there are more than seven nominations for seats.
Please use your vote – the Polling Station will be at the
Jubilee Hall.

Shed break-ins
At February's Parish Council meeting, PCSC Jo Cole
gave a comprehensive summary of the recent shed
break-ins experienced in Michelmersh and the
surrounding area. The main targets were power tools
such as chain saws and hedge trimmers.  She urged
parishioners to make a note of the serial numbers and to
mark items with an indelible marker.  She mentioned
'Smart Water' (http://www.smartwater.com) which is a
colourless paint-on liquid which effectively ‘fingerprints’
the item with your personal code and enables stolen
goods to be identified, as well as acting as a deterrent.
PCSC Cole also advised the Council that the
Neighbourhood Watch representatives were now being

updated with any information with regard to thefts,
suspicious vehicles etc. via email.

Sports Club Proposed Lease Agreement
It is expected that the Parish Council and the Sports Club
will be in a position to sign a long-term lease for the
Sports Ground and Pavilion in the very near future.

Playground Project
The Parish Council has submitted a grant application to
Viridor Credits for funding for the proposed playground
project.  A Capital Grant application is also being
submitted to Hampshire County Council.  The Parish
Council has also been informed that a further £3000 will
be available through Test Valley Borough Council's
Section 106 funding.

Village and Village Hall Noticeboards
As previously mentioned, the Parish Council has been
awarded a £500 grant from Hampshire County Council
to assist in meeting the costs of new village noticeboards.
It is planned to replace the wall-mounted noticeboards
on the Jubilee Hall and the Old Post Office, and new
boards on the verge outside the Jubilee Hall and in
Timsbury (on Stockbridge Road) are under consideration.

Telephone Boxes
Work will soon be starting on repairing the telephone
boxes (although they will not have telephones installed!).
These village landmarks are now owned by the village.
Volunteers willing to assist with repairs and future
maintenance (such as cleaning, cutting grass round the
boxes etc) would be much appreciated.  Please contact
the Clerk if you would like to volunteer.

Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting is likely to be held in May
(date to be confirmed).  This is an opportunity for the
Parish Council to report to you on their activities over the
past year, and for you to raise any issues affecting the
village.  Last year’s meeting was very well-attended.
Many useful ideas were put forward and most of these
have since been followed-up.
Parishioners are reminded that Agendas for Parish
Council Meetings, and Minutes of past meetings, can be
found on the Village Website at
www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Future Meetings
The next Parish Council Meetings will be held on  20th
April and 25th May.

Katie Hardy,
Parish Clerk

PARISH COUNCIL

There were seven nominations for the seven seats on
the Parish Council, so there will not be a Parish Council
election on 5 May (although there are still elections on
that day for Borough Councillors, and the Referendum
on the Alternative Vote for electing Members of
Parliament).

On the new Parish Council, current Councillors Peter
Clarke, Bob Davis, Rory Fitzgerald and John Rhodes will
be joined by Donald Cowling, Ben Lucas and Helen
Palmer. Many thanks to retiring Councillors Robin
Goodland, Alan Jones and Richard Vie for their hard
work on behalf of the village.

CHANGES  IN THE PARISH COUNCIL
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HERON INTERIORS

All Soft Furnishing requirements
catered for

Curtains/Loose Covers/
Blinds/Valances/Pelmets/etc

Wide range of fabrics available
Home visits

Competitive prices

Mark
Penn-Newman

HIGH QUALITY
INTERIOR AND

EXTERIOR
LOCAL

PAINTER
Telephone:

01794 884796
Mobile:

07810480274
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The Society held its Spring Show at the Jubilee Hall on
Monday 28th March. There was “A
Crowd, a Host of Golden Daffodils”
as William Wordsworth would
have described the entries for this
year’s Show and the exhibit tables
groaned under the weight of the
entries. Eminent Judge Chris Hill
had to call for an additional table
to separate the best entries before
judging Bob Bone as the winner of
the Roy Hardwick Cup as the
overall winner. Other cup winners
included Peta Hunt with the Mary

Newsam Trophy, Ann Dowland & Nikki Stephens were
awarded joint winners of
the Quaich for their Easter
Flower Arrangements and
the Fay Bradshaw Cup
was won by Sue Holden.
More than 40 members
present applauded the
winners and the Chairman
Jane Chambers in her
closing remarks thanked
everyone for their
contributions and

reminded members of future events in particular the
Society’s Plant Sale taking place on Saturday May 14th
again in the Jubilee Hall when plenty of bargains were
promised.

Following the wonderful weather of the first week in April
a number of articles had appeared in the press on
‘Butterflies’ the subject of our talk by Roger Buchanan,
past Chairman of ‘Butterfly Conservation’. In the UK our
gardens cover two million acres of land – that’s 15 million
gardens, each of which can be a mininature reserve for

butterflies. Members were fascinated by the amazing
pictures of butterflies we were shown, two of which
Roger had even taken the morning of his talk, so good
was the weather.
He also described the work of ‘Butterfly Conservation’, a

charity with 13,000
members and the
land which they are
able to control to
foster the well-being
of some 58 varieties
of butterflies, in
partnership with
landowners such as
the National Trust,
Hampshire County

Council and others. Roger gave fascinating facts on a
huge selection of butterflies with a lifespan of 10 months
overwintering or varying from a few days to just a few
hours in some cases. Their size sometimes only half that
of a thumb nail. He gave details of their food, preferred
habitat and plants to when and where they may be seen.
Of the enormous variety of species mentioned the
names included ‘Peacock’, ‘Grizzle Skipper’, to the
‘Painted Ladies’ from the Atlas Mountains where some
10% can migrate back to France.  The mysteries of why
some species flourish and others decline.
He told us how DEFRA has contributed to butterfly
conservation and how the society web sites can be
contacted at
www.hantsiow-butterflies.org.uk
or www.butterfly-conservation.org

Jo Morgan, events organiser for the Society, invited
members to ask questions of which there were many and
then thanked Roger Buchanan for such a fascinating talk.

Peter Pritchett-Brown

THE MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

If you are looking for the answer to the question at the bottom of the front page - They both belong to Betty Nutley
and this time I am assured that I do have the right picture. Well done Betty on becoming a young 90!
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Obtain your legal needs locally

Family & Mediation
Conveyancing

Wills & Probate
Accidents or Injury Problems

Employment issues
Criminal Law

Please call for an appointment

01962 844544
Star Lane House, Staple Gardens,

Winchester, Hampshire SO23 9AD

main@shentons.co.uk www.shentons.co.uk

As I write I am still on a high after a fantastic Big Band
Concert in the Crosfield Hall on 5th April in aid of
Romsey Opportunity Group (for pre-school children with
special needs). We all really enjoyed the programme of
big-band and dance-band music performed to an
enthusiastic and very generous audience, and managed
to raise in excess of £1,200 in the process.
Whilst the band happily gave its time to raise funds for
this very worthy cause, it is in fact facing a huge financial
challenge of its own. The purchase of the Timsbury WI
Hall was completed three years ago next month and it is
now ‘pay-back time’. Contrary to popular belief at the
time, we did not secure ownership of the hall for a
knock-down sum. The protracted negotiations with the
National WI Federation following the demise of the
Timsbury WI, led to our final offer of £75,000 – just
fractionally below the market valuation at the time –
being accepted. As a registered charity, the paying back
of such a large amount of money requires our
Management Committee, and our Trustees, to look at all

options open to the band, and to make some very difficult
decisions.  The options being looked at include:
I. The possible future sale of the Band Hut site in Manor
Farm Lane to generate funds to repay the loan and
facilitate improvements to the Timsbury Band Hall site
for use as a village amenity.
II. The replacement of the hut on the Manor Farm Lane
site with a larger, purpose-built rehearsal facility, funded
by the sale of the WI Hall.
With the Michelmersh Junior and Training Bands growing
all the time, (currently some 45 children aged 6 – 18 play
in the two bands), and the Silver Band going from
strength to strength, it is vital that we obtain appropriate
accommodation to secure the future for one of the
village’s oldest organisations as it celebrates its 125th
‘birthday’ and, whilst stressing that no decision on how to
proceed has yet been made, we would appeal for the
support of our ‘home’ villages of Michelmersh and
Timsbury when that decision has been made.

Claire Topp
Secretary, MSB

MICHELMERSH SILVER BAND FACES FINANCIAL CHALLENGE
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With the lighter evenings now with us, the main club
competitions are drawing to a close, but there are still
some interesting evenings ahead.
Graham Sergeant presented a very interesting evening
last year on documentary photography, and this year he
has been invited back to discuss members’ attempts at
producing their own documentary story panels.  It should
be an interesting evening.
We are in for some stunning photographs of the natural
world in England, many of them high quality landscapes,
when Richard Leishman visits the club on 21 June.
The image included for you this time is local resident
Betty Rackham’s “The Test at Mottisfont”, taken on
infrared film looking upriver from the entrance.
The programme for May/June is set out below, so please
come along to any evenings that interest you.  You will
be made very welcome.  More information about the club
is available on the club’s web-site at
www.viewfinderscameraclub.org.uk.

Programme
3 May: A Documentary Story Panel Evening - with
Graham Sergeant
10 May: Assessment of Members’ Prints and Digital
Images – judged by Giles Barkley
17 May: Instructional Evening on Photoshop Essentials -
with Gavin Hoey
24 May: Photojournalism  - an evening with Les Millar

7 Jun: An evening run by members
14 Jun: Assessment of Members’ Prints and Digital
Images – judged by Chris Whiting
21 Jun: My Photography – by Richard Leishman
28 Jun: Evening Walk

Margaret Kirby
Publicity Officer

VIEWFINDERS OF ROMSEY CAMERA CLUB

THE JUBILEE LUNCH CLUB

Hello everyone. The lunch club continues to meet on the third Thursday of each month between 1.15 and 3pm. By
the time you read this we will have enjoyed a delicious roast lamb spring meal in April and a few Easter Eggs too.
Bon appetit.

Clarissa Smith
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Call Andrei 0845 241 0511 or
07813 768 228

· Aquarium
cleaning &
installation

· Fish disease
diagnosis &
treatment

· Pond
maintenance &
repairs

· Friendly, reliable
service

· 15 years
experience

Aquarium & Pond
Maintenance
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Property Maintenance & Handyman Services
Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating

Wallpapering
Sheds & Fences Erected Painted & Re felted
Grass Cutting, Hedge Cutting & Strimming

Floor & Wall Tiling
Flat Pack Assembly & Small Carpentry Work

Windows & Doors Repaired & Replaced
House & Garden Clearance

Fascia Boards & Gutters Cleaned, Repaired & Re-
placed

Driveways & Paths Repaired & Re surfaced
Kitchens & Bathrooms Fitted

Ground Works & Drainage
Brick work & Repointing work
Collection & Delivery Service

Plus many other areas of maintenance work & odd
jobs carried out

Ben Kington
Telephone : 01794 368536

Mobile : 07866551725
Fully insured References available

Free Estimates

Registered Charity Number: 220949

Romsey & District Local Office:
Red  Cross  Centre,  10  Greatwell  Drive,  Romsey
(opposite Nightingale Surgery)
Coordinator: Kathy  Astbury on  01794  513202 -
24 hour answer phone

Romsey Medical Loan
Red  Cross  Centre,  10  Greatwell  Drive,  Romsey
(opposite Nightingale Surgery)
Open  10.30am  to  12.30pm  - Monday  to  Friday.
Enquiries: 01794 513202 - 24 hour answer phone.

First  Aid  Group: Tel:  01794  513202.  Volunteers
always needed.
First Aid Enquiries: 0844 871 8000.
For  Volunteers: Tel:  01962  891663  Paul  Isted  or
email: PKIsted@redcross.org.uk

Our web site is more or less finished, just a few more
‘tweaks’ to get it just as we want it. Have a look
on……newroadartists.co.uk………don’t get confused
with a similar web site that has a’2’ before it. At the end
of term we are visiting Jo Barry , a print maker in the New
Forest. I’ll tell you about that next time! We are happy to
say that our lovely Japanese member, Masako Tobita
has successfully contacted her family in Japan and they
are safe.
We have had a good term and cannot believe how
quickly it has gone, we have obviously enjoyed it to
make time pass so speedily. Our new term begins on
May 11th until July 13th.

How did you get on with my questions?
1. Marcel Duchamp and Salvador Dali painted Mona
Lisa with a moustache.
2. Prima Vera is sometimes referred to as Venus, or
Spring , the painting is sometimes called The Rites of
Spring.
Try these
1.Who was the Pre-Raphaelite painter who’s wife was
famous for writing poetry and hymns?
2.Which sculptress has a museum and garden in St Ives,
Cornwall? Who was she married to?
I hope you look these up and enjoy some of the
wonderful work they have produced.

Nat Lewis

NEW ROAD ARTISTS

FANCY A GAME OF INDOOR CROQUET?

We are a small group who meet once a week on a Tuesday from 2 till 4 pm in the
Jubilee Hall for a game of croquet, cup of tea and a chat.

If you would like to join us, no experience required, please contact
Johanna Koscian on 01794 368577



Michelmersh & Timsbury
Diary

May
Mon 9th 7:30pm Hort Soc - Summer Containers Jubilee Hall
Sat 14th 10:00am Plant Sale Jubilee Hall
Thurs 19th 1:15pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall

Fri 20th 10:30am Mobile Police Surgery Jubilee Hall CP
Sat 21st 10:00am Barns Spring Clean The Barns
Wed 25th 7:30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall
Thurs 26th 7:30pm Friends - AGM The Barns

June
Mon 13th 7:30pm Hort Soc - Rose Show Jubilee Hall
Thurs 16th 1:15pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Fri 17th 10:30am Mobile Police Surgery Jubilee Hall CP
Wed 22nd 7:30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall

July August

Sat 16th Village Fun Day

Wed 27th Parish Council

Main Hampshire school holidays:
 Half term 30th May ~ 3rd June, Summer Holiday 28th July ~ 2nd September

Details of Church Services see Page 7
also in the United Benefice magazine ‘Five Alive’ available from all churches

and the Village Website: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Please submit entries for the July - August 2011 Issue before Friday 10th June

The Editor would like to express his appreciation and thanks to his wife Johanna for proof reading
and Jane Finnimore and all her team for Distribution.

Every effort is made to ensure that diary details are correct when compiled but confirmation should be obtained from event organisers.
All advertisements and contributions to the newsletter are accepted at face value and the Editor cannot vouch for their accuracy.

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor.             Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter  2011

If any reader has knowledge of stories, anecdotes or the history of our village,

the Editor of this newsletter would most appreciate hearing of them for possible future articles.

Please contact me on either 01794 368577 or mike.koscian@btinternet.com

May/June 2011

The Village Website carries updated information: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org


