
July - August 2011
VILLAGE INFORMATION

Police
Phone 101

08450 45 45 45 (Ask for the Force Enquiry Centre)
For urgent calls ONLY use 999

Churches:
St Mary’s Michelmersh
St Andrew’s Timsbury

Rector: TBA

Parish Council
Clerk: Katie Hardy  367289

Mtparishclerk@btinternet.com
Chairman: Bob Davis  368118

WEBSITE:  www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Test Valley Borough Council

Romsey 527700 : Andover 01264 368000
Web site: www.testvalley.gov.uk

TVBC Councillor Tony Ward 01794 389649
Email: cllrtward@testvalley.gov.uk

HCC County Councillor
Andrew Gibson 01264 861138

MP Caroline Nokes: 01794 512132
caroline@romseyconservatives.co.uk

Jubilee Hall 368976 : Warden/Bookings 368492 :

Tree Warden Mr B Raines 368435

Items for the Newsletter for Sept- Oct 2011 before Friday 12th August please.
Contributions to the Editor at: The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane, Timsbury, SO51 0NW

or preferably email:- mike.koscian@btinternet.com
The Newsletter is produced for the Parish Council and distributed by volunteers every two months

For information contact the Editor, Mike Koscian Tel: 01794 368577

VILLAGE FUN DAY
Saturday 16th July

12:00

Jubilee Hall & Field

Village organisations stalls, Light refreshments,
Scouts, Cubs, Childrens activities care of Pre School.

Come along and support your local community whilst
meeting fellow villagers.

VILLAGE BBQ
Friday 8th July 6:30pm

The Barns, Church Rd, Michelmersh
Tickets £7 & £5 Children 12 & under

from John Hunt 01794 368745

Bring your own plates, cutlery, drinks and chairs
Please book tickets by the 1st July

We do ask each family/couple to donate a salad, so please have a
variety ready to offer (not green) please.

There will also be the usual Grand Raffle, so prize donations are
also most welcome, perhaps if you can't make the date you could

donate a prize.

Proceeds to Friends of Michelmersh Church & St Andrew’s
Church Timsbury
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Oil Boiler Specialists
· Installation, Servicing and Repairs.
· OFTEC Registered.
· Oil Tank Replacement.

All Plumbing And Heating, From A Tap Washer
To Full Central Heating.

· Power-Flushing
· Solar Heating
· Underfloor Heating
· Full Bathroom Installation
· Over 25 Years Experience

Romsey District
Cars

Will get you where you want to be!!
Unique Text Service

Comfortable 4 and 6 Seat Vehicles
Airports

Heathrow From £59.00
Gatwick From £70.00

Book now on the following Numbers

01794 342322
07891 169549

E-mail: info@romseydistrictcars.co.uk

Painter and Decorator

S.J.OXENHAM
4 Chartwell Close

Allbrook, Eastleigh SO50 4PZ
Tel:02380 611673

One Man Business

Established (1967)

Interior/Exterior

No Job Too Small

Estimates without obligation

Reliable Local Tradesman

J.C. Harfield
Carpentry & Building
Free Quotations

Competitive
Rates

- All Carpentry & Joinery Undertaken
- Roofing & Loft Conversions
- Extensions & Garages
- Kitchens & Internal Fittings
- Garden Decking & Summerhouses

Call Jon to chat about your requirements

07811 107358
jcharfield@gmail.com
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VILLAGE WEATHER
Average Overnight Minimum Overnight Average Day Time Maximum Day Time Rainfall

Temperature Temperature Temperature Temperature mm

April 7.3 (4) 3 (-1) 20.3 (16.1) 27 (22) 0 (26)

May 9.6 (7) 3 (-2) 19.6 (18) 24 (30) 37 (20)

EDITORIAL
Well I have had no details sent of any Royal Wedding parties held in the village.  Does this mean there were none
other than the one I attended hosted by Norton and Marie Welch? If this is the case I hope more effort is made for
the Village to get together for the Queens Diamond Jubilee next year!
Many thanks to all who helped and purchased at the Plant Sale. A total of £780 was shared between the Hort Soc
and the Jubilee Hall. A special thanks to Jane Finnimore for raising £75 from her roadside sale in New Rd.
Details of the excellent Hort Soc trip I attended are elsewhere in the Newsletter.
The Scouts are holding a Summer Tea Party on the 21st July at 7:15 in the Jubilee Hall. This is put on for the village
so please do support them by going along. Further details can be found elsewhere in the newsletter. Finally do not
forget the Village Fun Day in the Jubilee Hall and field on Saturday the 16th July. Please support this event to make
it bigger and better each year.

Mike Koscian

Betty Nutley’s grandparents outside the house Betty still lives in. We are not sure when this was taken
but probably in the very early 1900s.

Norton and Marie’s  Royal Wedding party

Last years figures in brackets
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MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY CARE GROUP
If you need a lift to your appointment with the doctor, dentist or hospital we are here to help

Jane Finnimore    368349        Johanna Koscian         368577               Bryony Murphy 368355

Once again we have come to the end of another
successful year, probably one of the best. David
Simmonds and his committee deserve our thanks for
arranging such a  fascinating and varied selection of
talks, together with the now traditional and popular
Harvest Supper, and  the Christmas Carols with the
Band.  Each of these events depended on and received
considerable voluntary support as did the Autumn and
Spring cleaning parties in the churchyard. Thanks are
due to Mary Lees for her work as Secretary and best

wishes to her for a speedy recovery  following her recent
operation.
Gill Roberts is now responsible for arranging the events
programme which, based on a draft prepared by the
retiring committee, should be distributed by mid July.  Do
come to the Summer BBQ which will be held at the barns
on  8th. July, commencing at 6:30 pm.  Tickets are
available from John Hunt

Tony Roberts     368387

THE FRIENDS OF MICHELMERSH PARISH CHURCH

My thanks to those kind folks who
responded to my appeal in the last

Newsletter, and have added their
names to the mowing rota- just a

couple of gaps only now to fill.

As I write this, we are looking forward to the
wedding of Olivia Murphy and Ian Prince.

Bruce is kindly coming out of retirement to do the
wedding. We wish Olivia and Ian all the best and much
happiness in their life together.

Early this year we had a working party and as part of the
work, we got into the bell tower to remove the
accumulated debris of some years of bird nesting

material. It was, I seem to recall, about 10 sacks full.
Birds, even quite large ones, seem very adept at getting
into the building, so we decided that bird-proofing was
needed. As you may have seen in the Romsey
Advertiser, we were very kindly given a grant of £250
towards the work by Waltet  Recycling, based in Bunny
Lane. There was a picture of Nikki Salvidge, a director,
handing over the cheque. This means that not only will
the tower area be a lot cleaner, but it removes a
significant fire risk. We know that the birds are all God’s
creatures, but we feel He gives them plenty of other
places to live too!

Dr John Glasspool-PCC Secretary and
Churchwarden

01794 368017
 churchwarden1@btinternet.com

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH TIMSBURY

St Andrew’s Church

Invite you to join us on Sunday 14th August for Family Service at 11am.
To be held in the garden of The Island House, Greatbridge by kind permission of Christopher and

Sarah Saunders-Davies.

The service will take place in an authentic Indian marquee. After the service you are cordially invited to stay on
and enjoy the beautiful gardens and the River Test at your leisure. Bring a picnic lunch – tables and chairs will be

provided.

Sorry, no dogs.

Service collection and donations gratefully accepted for St Andrew’s Church.
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GM Property Services Ltd

Quality Property Maintenance & Improvement
For all aspects of building maintenance, home

improvements and repairs including;
Tiling, Walls & Floors

Laminate & Hardwood Flooring
General Carpentry & Repairs

Painting & Decorating
Kitchen & Bathroom Fitting

Garden Maintenance including Decking and Turfing

No job too small, competitive rates & FREE Estimates.

A friendly, Reliable & Professional Local Service

References Available

Call: 0845 116 2414 (Free from BT Landlines)
Mobile: 07843 413268

Email: enquiry@gmpsltd.co.uk

Below are photos of the first Cubs to be invested at the
newly re-opened 3rd Romsey Cub Pack, along with their
also newly invested leader, Kate Brown, who was
invested by the Group Scout Leader, Sarah Beaman.
The first three Cubs to be invested by Kate were Jamie,
George and Toby.  In order to be invested, the Cubs
have been finding out about how Cubs started, doing
good turns for their friends and family and learning and
keeping both the Cub Law and Promise.
The Cub Pack re-started in March, meeting weekly at the
Jubillee Hall in Timsbury, with four Cubs. The Pack now
has eleven Cubs ranging from those who have "swum-
up" from Beavers, to some who are new to the Scouting
movement.

After half-term the Cubs will be joining the well-
established Scout Troop for the Groups AGM, Mottisfont
and Timsbury Fun Day, Romsey Carnival and a summer
garden party, where local elderly folk will be entertained
by the Cubs and Scouts and offered culinary delights
prepared by the young people (if you would like to come
along and haven't yet received an invitatation, please
contact Kate for more details). They will also be doing
map and compass reading so that they can find their
way when they go on the planned bike ride and hike
before the summer holidays.
If you, or anyone you know, adult or child, is interested
in joining the Group, please contact Kate on 01794
511527 or email kmkt@hotmail.co.uk.

3rd ROMSEY CUB PACK
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ST. MARY'S, MICHELMERSH   ~   ST. ANDREW'S, TIMSBURY
in the United Benefice of Braishfield

Rector: TBA
The Rectory, Braishfield

Telephone: 01794 368335
Day off TBA

We have just had the festival of the Ascension: almost ignored in the UK now, but not in Europe where it is
still a public holiday in many countries. I found this reflection on the meaning of the Ascension, which I
found interesting, and I offer it to you, in the absence of a Rector to do a real job!
The departure of a loved one inevitably involves pain and loss. On the first Ascension Day the disciples find
themselves bereft of the one who has captivated them, given their lives significance, meaning and purpose
and stimulated within them a passion for the Kingdom of God. They feel like abandoned orphans, as their
beloved Lord evaporates from their sight into the great, blue yonder. They are at a loss to know what to do
next. For the moment they are caught in what might be called in the 'in-between' time. They're caught
between the Ascension and Pentecost - between loss and promise.
Sooner or later you and I will find ourselves in a situation not dissimilar to that of the disciples - trapped in
that limbo of 'in-between' time - between loss and promise, between things we have lost and things that
have not yet unfolded. For instance, someone close to you dies. For a time you feel as though you are
trapped in a vacuum. The gut-wrenching pain of the loss is still there, while the future is simply nowhere to
be seen. You find yourself languishing in that 'in-between' time - between loss and promise.
Those who have found themselves suddenly and brutally made redundant know only too well what
'in-between' time means. You can be Vice-President of a Company one day and lose your job the next. All
of a sudden, all those things that were of paramount importance, that gave your life significance, meaning
and purpose, are stripped away and you don't, as yet, have a new job to enable you to recover your human
dignity and self-respect.
Perhaps worst of all is the pain of broken relationships, whether it's a divorce, or the break-up of a
close-knit friendship, or estrangement. Again you find yourself trapped in that limbo of 'in-between' time -
between brokenness and healing.
Prayer can release grace into that no-man's land between loss and promise. That's what the disciples did
- they prayed. They were at a loss to know what to do next. They had just lost their beloved Lord to the
unattainable mysteries of heaven while the promised Holy Spirit had yet to possess them. Yet even though
they didn't feel motivated, they prayed nonetheless. During the 'in-between' time we can do no other than
pray, even if the only prayer we offer is 'I can't pray', even if we feel spiritually numb, even if what we are
undergoing is the dark night of the soul. It is then that grace can take hold of our threadbare praying so that
there is movement, so that the paralysis of the 'in-between' time is released and becomes a moment of
transition, so that the loss begins to recede and the promise becomes more real.
The experience of loss inevitably means that things are stripped from us. At the Ascension the disciples
suddenly found themselves stripped of the sustaining, reassuring visible presence of their Lord. Likewise,
broken relationships, a divorce, redundancy, illness - all these losses ultimately strip us. However there is
a grace that can be actively at work in the stripping away if we will but allow it - a grace that forces us to go
right down to the bare-bones values, the core values of our life.
Finally, the 'in-between' time can become the seedtime of hope. Jesus had said as much to the disciples.
'If you are prepared to live in this testing time between loss and promise on the tip-toe of expectancy, then
the Holy Spirit will come upon you with galvanizing power.'
We can live in the seedtime of hope. Undeterred, we can continue sowing gospel seeds of grace,
generosity, love, forgiveness, reconciliation, peace, service, compassion wherever, as Christians, we live
and move and have our being. And though for long enough we may have nothing to show for our efforts,
we remain irrepressibly hopeful that what we have sown is silently and invisibly germinating until the green
shoots of new life appear heralding a new springtime, a new Pentecost. To continue scattering seed, even
when the times are out of joint, is to live in hope.

John Glasspool
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CHURCH SERVICES
July/August 2011

St Mary’s, Michelmersh and St Andrew’s, Timsbury
Also All Saints Braishfield, St John’s Farley Chamberlayne and All Saints Awbridge

Details are understood to be correct when printed.
V

COMPLETE UP TO DATE DETAILS OF ANY LAST MINUTE CHANGES TO SERVICES, CAN BE FOUND IN
THE UNITED BENEFICE MAGAZINE‘FIVE ALIVE’ AVAILABLE FROM ALL CHURCHES, PUBLISHED BI-

MONTHLY & THE VILLAGE WEBSITE

Michelmersh  Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge

July
Sunday 3rd

2nd after Trinity
9.30 am

Morning Worship
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
8.00 am

Holy Communion
9.30 am

Family Service

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

9:30am
Holy Communion

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 10th

3rd after Trinity
6.00 pm

Holy Communion
11.00 am

Jam Family
Service

10.00 am
Morning Prayer

8.00 am Holy
Communion

9.30 am
Morning Worship

Sunday 17th

4th after Trinity
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
11.00 am

Family Service
9.30 am

Holy Communion

Sunday 24th

5th after Trinity
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
9.30 am

Holy
Communion

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am
Family Worship

Sunday 31st

6th after Trinity
9.30am

UB
 Holy Communion

August

Sunday 7th

7th after Trinity
9.30 am

Morning Worship
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
8.00 am Holy
Communion

9.30 am
Family Service

6.00pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy Communion

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 14th

8th after Trinity
6.00pm

Evensong
At ELDON ****

11.00 am
Jam Family Service

9.30 am
Morning
Prayer

8.00 am
Holy

Communion

9.30 am
Morning Worship

Sunday 21st

9th after Trinity
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
8.00 am

Holy
Communion

6.00pm
Evening Prayer

11.00 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Holy Communion

Sunday 28th

10th after Trinity
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
9.30 am

Holy Communion
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
9.30 am

Family Worship

Michelmersh  Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge
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For their May Meeting the Society invited Sue Robinson to take
time out from assisting Andy McIndoe MD of Hillier’s Nurseries
with preparations for their exhibit at the 2011 Chelsea Flower
Show (with which they won their 66th gold medal). After 30
years in horticulture Sue was the perfect speaker to
demonstrate the art of Summer Container creation. With a
table laden with a wide variety of pots, containers, hanging
baskets and even a slatted wooden crate together with a
selection of plants, compost (John Innis No 3), gravel & wetting
agents Sue showed how to fill them to greatest effect.
She reminded everyone that having a successful pot involves
a commitment to look after it. A deeper pot needs more
drainage with broken crocs in the base, a shallow pot can
improve by the addition of a plastic pot as a reservoir for
watering, a salt-glazed pot with straight sides is best for
permanent planting

Peter P-B
Well another feather in John and Jane Chambers’ hat. Once
more they organised a very interesting, informative and
picturesque trip. Over 2 days in May, a group of 22 travelled to
West Sussex visiting 8 very different gardens. They ranged
from a National Trust property, a Country Mansion all the way
down to a terraced house garden. Each was interesting in its
own way.
Our first stop was Kent House which had a wonderful well
manicured garden and spectacular views.  Oh yes, and a

statue of a naked lady
with friends! Next we
visited Down Place
where both house and
garden were perched
on the side of a hill.
There was a
wildflower meadow
beneath the garden in
which we saw wild
orchids. Mains water
was only available
some 100ft below the
house and

consequently had to be pumped up to a holding tank beyond
the house. There were also extensive rainwater tanks beneath
the ground. Lunch was taken at Uppark (National Trust) before
a short talk on the Landscape Designer Humphry Repton
followed by a tour of the grounds. We then made our way to
our overnight accommodation which consisted of 2 separate
establishments. We then all re convened at one of these The
Star and Garter, from which a short distance away we visited
Roundhill Cottage. This, to my mind, was the most interesting
of the gardens we visited. It was a pure cottage garden with
numerous hidden nooks, crannies and ponds. The evening
was rounded off by an excellent dinner in The Star and Garter
together with a thank you presentation to John and Jane.
Following breakfast, day 2 commenced with a visit to
Upwaltham Barns. These were beautifully renovated barns
and gardens. For the last 8 years weddings and their
associated receptions have been held there and at the small
church a short walk away. It was very much a family concern
with 2 generations taking part. Beautifully maintained lawns,
borders and formal ponds provided the backdrop. So peaceful
was it that for the second year running, a number of leverets
had taken up residence in the gardens. This was followed by a
visit to Bignor Park. Here we were shown round the extensive
gardens by Lady Joanna Mersey who had just handed over the
house and its running to her children.  One of the first changes
since then was the completion of the stable renovation in

preparation for holding wedding ceremonies. That very
evening was to be the grand opening ceremony.
Our next stop was a terraced property in Tillington just outside
Petworth. The unremarkable exterior hid a magnificent narrow
garden where every nook and cranny had been fully utilised.
The husband, Humphrey Bowden, manufactured exquisite
sculptural fountains from copper plate. Consequently the
garden was dotted with small pools containing examples of
these unique items. During our visit here we were treated to a
‘light’ lunch. As the lady providing it was French you can only
imagine what ‘light’ meant. Once we had all had our fill of the
gastronomic delight there was still sufficient left to feed a small
army. Our final destination a short drive away was the Manor
of Dean, where part of the beautifully restored house dated
back to the Jacobean period. This was its 60th year as an Open
Garden and is believed to be one of the longest running Open
Gardens. We were able to talk to the gardener in the 1 acre
walled vegetable garden. He has previously given a talk to the
HortSoc and is booked to come again next year. Following our
visit to Manor of Dean we all made our way home.
Thanks to John and Jane’s excellent directions there was only
one small problem. This was when a number of us drove up a
long single track lane to find the end blocked by a closed gate
necessitating an extremely long reverse back down the lane.
Oh yes, one person somehow managed to perform a
multipoint turn at the far end although I think they must have
lifted the car through 180 degrees! Despite this everyone
thoroughly enjoyed themselves and the weather stayed dry
though at times the wind was a little chilly.

Mike Koscian
Saturday 14th May saw the Society’s Plant Sale when money
is raised to maintain the extraordinarily low membership
annual subscription of £6. Becoming a renowned annual
source of plants for keen gardeners, many were queuing "in
good time" before the doors opened at 10 o’clock. Over 80
customers spent more than £780 which is then shared
between the Horticultural Society and Jubilee Hall. Thanks go
to Jane Finnimore whose presale of plants on the roadside
verge contributed £75.
Following torrential rain on Sunday, Monday June 13th was
sunny and a great contrast. Perfect for the Rose Show,
however there was a marked reduction in the number of
exhibits after the weather just experienced. The society
welcomed national rose judge John Lockwood. Before
retirement John had been responsible for all the gardens,
flowers and lawns in the grounds of Poole District Council and

could appreciate the
problems after the rain
and wind. His approach
to the task was most
friendly and informal
saying he was surprised
by the quality of some
blooms. The President’s
Vase was appropriately
presented by the
Society’s President Sue
Pritchett-Brown to Mary
Robley for her exhibit as
‘Queen of the Show’;

Mary was also awarded the Lidster Davis Plate as overall
winner of classes 1-9. The Kim Hunt Bowl went to Delia Dutton
for her bowl of roses.
Forthcoming events for the society include the Annual Show &
Village Fun Day on Saturday 16th July

Peter P-B

MICHELMERSH AND TIMSBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
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Planning
The Parish Council has reviewed a number of planning
applications during the last two months. The Council
considers all planning applications for developments in the
parish and reports to Test Valley Borough Council or
Hampshire County Council (on applications relating to
minerals or waste) who determine the applications.

Planning Applications
The Parish Council raised no objections to the following
planning application:
11/00726/FULLS
Proposal:Proposed two storey side and single storey rear
extension to provide additional living
accommodation.
Site: Mulberry House, Stockbridge Road, Timsbury, Romsey
11/00813/FULLS
Proposal: Replacement garage
Site: Manor Farm Cottage, Manor Farm Lane, Michelmersh,
Romsey
11/01061/FULLS
Proposal:Lawful Development Certificate for a proposed
use for the erection of replacement garage and home office
and an extension to the existing lounge.
Site: Home Glyn, Stockbridge Road, Timsbury, Romsey
11/00932/FULLS
Proposal: Reinstatement of kitchen garden, including
reconstruction of brickwork boundary walls and erection of
new green house and shed
Site: Michelmersh House, Haccups Lane, Michelmersh,
Romsey

Planning Determinations
Decisions on previous planning applications are recorded in
the Parish Council minutes or can be found on the Test
Valley Borough or Hampshire County Council websites.

Community Issues

Annual Parish Meeting
On the 16th May, the Parish Council held the Annual Parish
Meeting.  TVBC Councillor, Mr. Tony Ward was in
attendance and gave a comprehensive summary of the
current activities within the Test Valley area.  Mr. Glenn
Peacey from Hampshire County Council gave a succinct
overview of the current situation regarding Rural Broadband,
identifying both the technical and financial challenges of
improving the villages broadband speeds.
Parish Chairman, Councillor Bob Davis provided the
meeting with a detailed report of the Parish Council's
activities over the past twelve months which included
adopting the village telephone boxes, replacing sections of
the recreation ground fencing, providing a new noticeboard
on the Jubilee Hall, organising a village clean up day,
instructing a Lengthsman to keep ditches and hedgerows
clear, and responding to over forty planning applications.
Councillor Davis also highlighted several key topics to be
pursued by the Parish Council in 2011/2012 which includes
a new playground on Mannyngham Way, a potential
pedestrian crossing island on the A3057, and a wooden
gazebo structure for the Community Garden.

Sports Club Proposed Lease Agreement
The Parish Council is in the process of issuing the Sports
Club a long-term lease for the Sports Ground and Pavilion
as agreed at the Parish Council Meeting held on 25th May.

Playground Project to go ahead!
The Parish Council has been awarded £25,500 from Viridor
Credits for funding for the  playground project.  Test Valley
Borough Council has now offered (subject to formal
approval) a Capital Grant of £10.000 towards the project,
and a further sum of about £2000 is available from ‘Section
106’ funds from developers’ contributions to local
infrastructure.  The Parish Council has also allocated funds,
although we are still about £6000 short of the full quoted
cost.
We could omit some items of equipment (and possibly add
them later) but we can ‘close the funding gap’ if we do some
of the work ourselves and if we can source some services
and materials locally – the contractor necessarily charges
relatively high rates for these.  For example, the existing
equipment (except for the swings, which will be refurbished)
has to be removed.  The contractor needs security fencing
and a storage container, and 30 metres of  both topsoil and
subsoil which has to be ‘landscaped’ to form a mound for
the new slide.
If any business would be interested in quoting for these
materials or services, or any parishioner is prepared to
make a contribution such as joining a work party,  please
contact the Clerk on 01794 367289 – thank you.
The plans for the new playground, shown at the Annual
Parish Meeting,  will be on display in the Jubilee Hall.

Village and Village Hall Noticeboards
The Parish Council would like to thank Mr. Matthew Chalk
for constructing the well crafted noticeboard recently
erected on the wall outside the Jubilee Hall.  It is planned to
replace other Noticeboards in the coming year.

Potential Pedestrian Crossing Island on A3057
There have been some discussions about the viability of a
crossing point (a central refuge) on the A3057 in the vicinity
of the Hunts Farm Recreation Ground entrance.  The
Highways Department have agreed in principle to this,  and
they are best-equipped to decide on the exact placing of
such a crossing.  However, before seeking funding to
proceed they have requested firm evidence of the demand
from residents.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would
conduct a survey (via questionnaire or ‘door-to- door’) to
gauge public opinion.

In the meantime, if you have views on this (either ‘for’ or
‘against’) please write to or email the Parish Clerk at
mtparishclerk@btinternet.com

Future Meetings
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on the 27th July.
There is no meeting in August.

Katie Hardy, Parish Clerk

PARISH COUNCIL
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HERON INTERIORS

All Soft Furnishing requirements
catered for

Curtains/Loose Covers/
Blinds/Valances/Pelmets/etc

Wide range of fabrics available
Home visits

Competitive prices

Mark
Penn-Newman

HIGH QUALITY
INTERIOR AND

EXTERIOR
LOCAL

PAINTER
Telephone:

01794 884796
Mobile:

07590 993903
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Professional Tree Surgeons
All types of tree, hedge and garden

work undertaken

Please contact James Parker
for a free quotation on:

01794 368089 07899952944

Fully qualified and insured
£5,000,000 Public Liability Insurance

www.checkatrade.com/awbridgearborists

AwbridgeArb.co.uk

FREE BUS
Operates every Sunday and Bank Holiday Monday

from 1 May to 25 September 2011

Romsey Railway Station
Romsey Abbey
Sir Harold Hillier Gardens
Timsbury, Choice Plants
Kimbridge Restaurant & Farm Shop
Mottisfont & Dunbridge Railway Station
Mottisfont Abbey
Horsebridge, John  O’Gaunt
Houghton Lodge & Gardens
King’s Somborne, The Crown
Stockbridge, High St

The bus is free to everyone and runs in both
directions

01794 369318
Operated by Test Valley Community Services

The scouts have rescheduled the Spring Party for a new date: Thursday 21st July. The event will be run pretty much
as would have been the Spring Party but will be called the '3rd Romsey Summer Tea Party'
Scout hospitality will include a raffle and musical entertainment. There will be light refreshments on the theme of
strawberries and cream.
The event will be at the Jubilee Hall in Timsbury from 7.15pm-8.30pm Friends very welcome.
Transport can be available. Anyone wishing to attend should call the Scout Leader Sarah on 023 80 814295.

3RD ROMSEY SCOUTS SUMMER TEA PARTY

A time of great variety in methods of working and materials
used! Our visit to Jo Barry in the New Forest was a most
interesting and enjoyable experience. Nestled in the heart of
the forest with her dogs, geese, chickens and various other
animals, the house and studio were almost out of a children’s
fantasy tale.  She made her etching look so simple which
shows what a great professional she is.
Since then members have been introducing a half hour warm
up session each Wednesday morning, incorporating materials
we don’t normally use. For example last Wednesday I drew in
biro pen, while others drew in charcoal, crayon, ink, and even
a bit of pencil work. Some impressive still life groups were set
up and our half hour warm up lasted all day. That is until Kath
and her team came in to hang the curtains. This gave us a
break and generated some interesting comments and lively
conversation. It was good to discuss our work with them. So
far this term has been most enjoyable.
How did you get on with the quiz? Here are the
answers……….

1. Dante Gabriel Rossetti was the painter and his wife
was Christina.

2. Barbara Hepworth was the sculptress and she was
married to Ben Nicholson(for a while) Visit the house
and gardens if you are in St. Ives, it’s a lovely
environment, full of interest and with some of her
excellent sculpture.

Now try these;
1 Who painted the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel? What
else did he paint there? (Don’t say it was the painter and
decorator from down the road!!)
2 ‘Show me the Monet’ has been on T.V. lately. What

did Monet paint and where is his house and garden?

Come and pop in one Wednesday. Ask for Nat and I’ll show
you around.

Nat Lewis

NEW ROAD ARTISTS
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Obtain your legal needs locally

Family & Mediation
Conveyancing

Wills & Probate
Accidents or Injury Problems

Employment issues
Criminal Law

Please call for an appointment

01962 844544
Star Lane House, Staple Gardens,

Winchester, Hampshire SO23 9AD

main@shentons.co.uk www.shentons.co.uk

In May members of Michelmersh and Timsbury Twinning
Association enjoyed another visit to Ryes, staying with
our French hosts, who wined and dined us with their
usual hospitality and warmth! Our itinerary this year
included a visit to Mont-Saint-Michel,  stopping en route
for a fascinating guided tour of The Bell Foundry at
Villedieu-les-Poeles, followed by a picnic beside the river.
A lively dinner on the mount completed a perfect day.
If you are interested in joining the Twinning Association
new members are always welcome, come and talk to us
in our gazebo at the Fun Day or alternatively ring Chris
and Jeff Foulger on 01794 368570.

Chris Foulger

MICHELMERSH AND TIMSBURY TWINNING ASSOCIATION

This newsletter wouldn’t be complete without a mention
of Christoph Gotting who was the winner of the The
Balvenie Masters of Craft, at a ceremony at the
Connaught Hotel, Mayfair recently. Christoph, who
makes violins by hand in his converted granary in Church
Road, Michelmersh, beat metal workers, glass blowers,
shoe-makers and jewellers from across the UK, to take
the title. He produces just a handful of violins each year
with the help of his assistant, Bernd Bellinger. Each

instrument involves 140 hours’ work. More than 70 of his
violins are now owned by professional musicians from
around the world. Christoph, who studied violin making in
Mittenwald, Germany, came to London in 1969. He
worked at Beares workshop ,restoring antique
instruments for 21 years, before opening his own
workshop in 1990. He is now upping production levels to
produce about 10 violins a year, previously only making
four or five.” Congratulations Christoph.

CHRISTOPH GOTTING
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The club year is now drawing to a close, with all the
competitions complete.  July is traditionally the time for
the Club’s AGM and the lighter evenings provide an
opportunity for some outdoor photography and social
events. Members always enjoy the annual butterfly walk,
led by some of our more experienced natural history
photographers.
The year always finishes with the club barbecue in
George and Margaret Marsh’s lovely garden at
Houghton, overlooking the Test Valley, always an
enjoyable event and a rare chance for members to
socialise before the summer break.
However, the new club year opens a few weeks
afterwards with the club’s annual exhibition at
Stockbridge Town Hall, when members’ prints will be on
show.  The exhibition will be in the downstairs room, and
will be held on the Saturday and Sunday of August Bank
Holiday, open 9am – 5pm Saturday, and 10am – 4pm
Sunday.  Please come along and see our photographs,
they cover a wide range of subjects and entry is free of
charge. Meetings then begin weekly in the Jubilee Hall
on Tuesday, 6 September.

The image included for you here is “Harris Dusk” by
Peter Read, winner of the Les Fredericks’ trophy for
digital images.  This competition is held in honour of a
former member, and uses different set subjects for prints
and digital images, chosen annually by the members.
 The programme for the next two months is set out below,
so please come along to any evenings that interest you.
You will be made very welcome.  More information about
the club is available on the club’s web-site at
www.viewfinderscameraclub.org.uk.

Programme
5 Jul: AGM
12 Jul: Butterfly Walk
19 Jul: An evening run by members - Images from Walks
26 Jul: Club BBQ
27/28 Aug: The Club’s annual exhibition in Stockbridge
Town Hall

Margaret KirbyPublicity Officer

VIEWFINDERS OF ROMSEY CAMERA CLUB

Turn on the Tap, a
project of Samaritan’s Purse

www.turnonthetap.org.uk

If you would like to support this project to help
end water poverty then collect an empty water

bottle from Choice Plants, Timsbury, and use it to
collect coins for this life-saving, life-changing

work of Samaritan’s Purse. When you have filled
your bottle either count the contents and send a
cheque to Samaritan’s Purse, see label on bottle
for details including Gift Aid info, or bring the

bottle back to Choice Plants.
Thank you for your support.

Mary Savage (rep for Samaritan’s Purse) 01794
367908 email:

savage@choiceplants.freeserve.co.uk
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Call Andrei 0845 241 0511 or
07813 768 228

· Aquarium
cleaning &
installation

· Fish disease
diagnosis &
treatment

· Pond
maintenance &
repairs

· Friendly, reliable
service

· 15 years
experience

Aquarium & Pond
Maintenance
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Property Maintenance & Handyman Services
Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating

Wallpapering
Sheds & Fences Erected Painted & Re felted
Grass Cutting, Hedge Cutting & Strimming

Floor & Wall Tiling
Flat Pack Assembly & Small Carpentry Work

Windows & Doors Repaired & Replaced
House & Garden Clearance

Fascia Boards & Gutters Cleaned, Repaired & Re-
placed

Driveways & Paths Repaired & Re surfaced
Kitchens & Bathrooms Fitted

Ground Works & Drainage
Brick work & Repointing work
Collection & Delivery Service

Plus many other areas of maintenance work & odd
jobs carried out

Ben Kington
Telephone : 01794 368536

Mobile : 07866551725
Fully insured References available

Free Estimates

Registered Charity Number: 220949

Romsey & District Local Office:
Red  Cross  Centre,  10  Greatwell  Drive,  Romsey
(opposite Nightingale Surgery)
Coordinator: Kathy  Astbury on  01794  513202 -
24 hour answer phone

Romsey Medical Loan
Red  Cross  Centre,  10  Greatwell  Drive,  Romsey
(opposite Nightingale Surgery)
Open  10.30am  to  12.30pm  - Monday  to  Friday.
Enquiries: 01794 513202 - 24 hour answer phone.

First  Aid  Group: Tel:  01794  513202.  Volunteers
always needed.
First Aid Enquiries: 0844 871 8000.
For  Volunteers: Tel:  01962  891663  Paul  Isted  or
email: PKIsted@redcross.org.uk

THE JUBILEE LUNCH CLUB

Hello everyone. The lunch club continues to meet on the third Thursday of each month between 1.15 and 3pm with
a break for holidays in August. Do come and support it if you are free. Bon appetit.

Clarissa Smith

As the children enter their final term of pre-school before
breaking up for the summer holidays, for many it will be
their last term at Timsbury pre-school as they will be
heading off to ‘big’ school in September.  It is perhaps a
time to reflect on the past year or two that many children
have spent here and think about their progress, and the
skills they have gained during this time.
At pre-school the children have been provided with the
opportunity to develop in so many different ways.   The
garden continues to benefit the children by enabling
them to develop not only their gross motor skills by for
example riding bikes, playing with balls and chasing after
each other, but also being a place to rest and observe the
wildlife and flowers that can be found there.  Inside they
experience many varied activities including the computer,
books, puzzles, drawing, painting, play dough,
construction toys, the home corner and small world toys.
Without even realising it, under the guidance of the pre-
school staff, the children have made advancements in
concentration, language, creativity, reasoning and fine
motor skills to name just a few.  In addition, they have
become more responsible and independent and have
gained self confidence.  The skill that has advanced most
however, is their social development and it is not
surprising as social interaction is part of practically

everything they do at pre-school.  For many, spending
time with their friends is the reason they jump out of bed
in the morning and ask if it is a pre-school morning!
As the older children leave however, it is lovely to see the
children remaining at pre-school having the opportunity
to ‘step up’ especially with the arrival of new younger
children, and so the cycle continues.   In fact, Timsbury
pre-school is believed to be entering it’s 40th year soon!
We are very fortunate to have such a lovely pre-school in
our village.  We are grateful to the staff for taking such
good care of the children, the committee who volunteer
many hours of their time, and the wider community for
their generosity and support.
The 15 hours per week funding available to children over
the age of 3 means that pre-school education is now
available to all children, and is a great preparation for
school.  The pre-school has spaces available in
September, if you are interested in having a look around
or reading our prospectus then please contact us at the
pre-school during opening hours on 01794 368976.  We
need to form a new committee in September and would
love to have people from the community involved so if
you are interested please call the above number.

Karen Wall

TIMSBURY PRE-SCHOOL



Michelmersh & Timsbury
Diary

July
Fri 8th 6:30pm Village BBQ The Barns
Sat 16th 1:15pm Village Fun Day Jubilee Hall &

Field
Thurs 21st 1:15pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Thurs 21st 7:15pm Scouts Summer Tea Party Jubilee Hall
Thurs 21st 7:30pm Friends - John Lewis Partnership The Barns
Wed 27th 7:30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall

August
Sat 13th pm Pukka Garden Party The Island House
Sun 14th 11:00am St Andrew’s Family Service and Picnic The Island House

Sept Oct

Mon 12th Hort Soc
Wed 28th Parish Council Mon 10th Hort Soc

Weds 26th Parish Council

Main Hampshire school holidays:
 Summer Holiday 28 July ~ 2 Sep, Half Term 24 Oct ~ 28 Oct

Details of Church Services see Page 7
also in the United Benefice magazine ‘Five Alive’ available from all churches

and the Village Website: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Please submit entries for the Sept/Oct 2011 Issue before Friday 12th August

The Editor would like to express his appreciation & thanks to his wife Johanna for proof reading
and Jane Finnimore and all her team for Distribution.

Every effort is made to ensure that diary details are correct when compiled but confirmation should be obtained from event organisers.

If any reader has knowledge of stories, anecdotes or the history of our village,

the Editor of this newsletter would most appreciate hearing of them for possible future articles.

Please contact me on either 01794 368577 or mike.koscian@btinternet.com

July/August 2011

The Village Website carries updated information: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org


