
March - April 2012

Items for the Newsletter for May - June 2012 before Saturday 14th April please.
Contributions to the Editor at: The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane, Timsbury, SO51 0NW

or preferably email:- mike.koscian@btinternet.com
The Newsletter is produced for the Parish Council and distributed by volunteers every two months

For information contact the Editor, Mike Koscian Tel: 01794 368577

Police
Phone 101

08450 45 45 45 (Ask for the Force
Enquiry Centre)

For urgent calls ONLY use 999
Churches:

St Mary’s Michelmersh
St Andrew’s Timsbury

Rector: The Rev Canon Steve Pittis

Parish Council
Clerk: Katie Hardy  367289

Mtparishclerk@btinternet.com
Chairman: Bob Davis  368118

WEBSITE:
www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

Test Valley Borough Council
Romsey 527700 : Andover 01264

368000
Web site: www.testvalley.gov.uk

TVBC Councillor Tony Ward 01794
389649

Email: cllrtward@testvalley.gov.uk

HCC County Councillor
Andrew Gibson 01264 861138

MP Caroline Nokes: 01794 512132
caroline@romseyconservatives.co.uk

Jubilee Hall  Warden/Bookings 368492 :

VILLAGE INFORMATION



Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter - March/April 2012

2

Oil Boiler Specialists
· Installation, Servicing and Repairs.
· OFTEC Registered.
· Oil Tank Replacement.

All Plumbing And Heating, From A Tap Washer
To Full Central Heating.

· Power-Flushing
· Solar Heating
· Underfloor Heating
· Full Bathroom Installation
· Over 25 Years Experience

Painter and Decorator

S.J.OXENHAM
4 Chartwell Close

Allbrook, Eastleigh SO50 4PZ
Tel:02380 611673

One Man Business

Established (1967)

Interior/Exterior

No Job Too Small

Estimates without obligation

Reliable Local Tradesman

Yoga Classes
Braishfield, the Church Room,

every Wednesday
7.00-8.00pm: Yoga4back & General

Yoga- suitable for all levels
8.00-9.00pm: Ashtanga Vinyasa

Yoga- dynamic practice
 £25.00 for 4 week block (consecutive

weeks)
The classes are designed to work all your

muscles and joints,
stimulate particular internal organs and release

energy from stress prone areas.

help@yoga4back.com

07909545311

www.yoga4back.com
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VILLAGE WEATHER
Average Overnight Minimum Overnight Average Day Time Maximum Day Time Rainfall

Temperature Temperature Temperature Temperature mm

December 4.4 (-1.1) -2 (-9) 9.4 (2.8) 13 (9)  85 (37)

January 3.9 (3.1) -3 (-4) 9.1 (6.8) 14 (13) 46 (99)

EDITORIAL

Last years figures in brackets

It was good to see 15 people at the meeting held in January to set up a committee for Queen’s Jubilee celebrations.
The initial publicity for the Jubilee weekend can be found on page 11. It looks as if it is going to be a very exciting
weekend for the village. On Saturday March 17th there will be the St Andrew’s Church and Church yard Spring clean.
This will take place from 9.30am to 12.30. All volunteers are welcome, please bring tools and gardening gloves. Don’t
forget to get a team together for our quiz on the 24th March - More details on page 5.
I know in June this year we will be celebrating the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee but it was actually in June 1953 that
she had her coronation. Below is a photo of part of the village celebrations for the Coronation. Do you recognise
anyone in the photo?

Mike Koscian

June 1953 Coronation celebration - Fancy dress  Photo courtesy of Peter Bates

THE JUBILEE HALL
TIMSBURY

A Vacancy exists on a

Tuesday afternoon for

a regular hire

For further information

Contact Sarah Medley on 01794 368492

St Mary’s Michelmersh & St Andrew’s
Timsbury

Flower Festival 15th; 16th & 17th June
Commemorating HM the Queen’s Jubilee

The Island, Greatbridge spectacular river
gardens open

Saturday 14th April 2.00 – 5.00pm  £3.00
*

Coffee Morning
Strawberry Hill, Haccups Lane,

Thursday 10th May 10.30 am – 12 noon
£3 Entrance

Sale of Home Made Cakes, Jams etc.
*

Donations for the Flower Festival
may be sent to Clarissa Smith  01793 513231
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Early in January we enjoyed a full house for the Forest Forge
Christmas Show, this year the Edith Nesbitt story The Phoenix
and the Carpet.  Thanks to all of you who supported this event.
Including the raffle and donations for refreshments, we raised
the magnificent sum of £400, which will go towards some much
needed improvements.  Forest Forge were unsure of their
future, but despite losing their Arts Council funding will be
returning again next year, so make a note in your diary Friday
1st February 2013.
But before that we have our Quiz with a fish and chip supper.
Quizmaster Nigel Fox, ably assisted by wife Anne have agreed
to run this for us once again.  So Saturday 24 March is a date

for your diary.  Get yourselves a team – either go for brains, or
just good company.  Team numbers are flexible, but 8 can sit
around a table comfortably, so aim for eight.  Cost will be £6
per person, this includes the fish and chips, but not liquid
refreshment, so bring your own along.  Give me a ring to book
your table (368118) or email
 tickets@michelmershandtimsbury.org
On a more serious note we had our AGM in early January.
Mike Koscian retires as Chairman being succeeded by Nick
Bone.  Mary Lees continues as Treasurer and I will continue as
Secretary.

Kath Davis

JUBILEE HALL NEWS

2011 was another successful year for the Hall. The Hall Funds
have increased slightly from £12,400 in 2011 to £12,663. It
should be remembered that we have a number of substantial
outgoings in the near future.  These include replacing or
strengthening the patio doors, replacing the curtain rails,
pelmets and curtains and replacing the current oil heating
system probably switching to mains gas. Our priority is the
heating system and I had hoped to complete this during 2011.
Unfortunately things never run as smoothly as one hopes and
this is still ongoing. In order to qualify for a grant from Test
Valley there are a number of ‘hoops’ we have to jump through
and these are underway.
I would like to give a big thank you to all the Committee for their
hard work during the year. Without them the hall wouldn’t be
there for the village to use. Despite the fact we have raised
charges slightly to keep pace with expenditure the hall
bookings have remained strong.
The following took place during 2011:
* An application was sent to Test Valley to ensure that rate
relief continues to be given to the hall.
* The notice board by the hall door has been replaced with a
new one. Thanks to the Parish Council for this.

* The trees surrounding the car park were trimmed and
reduced in height.
* The hall curtain fittings were repaired more than once by
committee members aided by Bob Davis. A big thank you to
Bob for his help.
* The Community Garden continues to be a wonderful asset for
the hall. Thank you to all those who work so hard to keep it that
way.
* During the recent high winds the front door was damaged,
this has now been repaired.
* Renewal of the hall lease from the Parish Council is still
ongoing and should be complete soon.
* Finally thank you to all those organisations who gave
donations towards the Hall funds.
Looking forward, a Village Committee is working on the
Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations which will I am sure involve the
hall.
Having been Chairman for two years I feel it is time to step
down and let some new blood take over. I wish every success
to my successor Nick Bone.

Mike Koscian
Chairman Jubilee Hall Management Committee 2011

JUBILEE HALL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR 2011
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PRE SCHOOL
It has been another exciting half term at the preschool.
The children have been exploring the topic 'all about me'
through a variety of art & craft activities, singing, stories
and play. They have also had fun with Magic Snow, in
the absence of much snow this winter. The children
celebrated Valentine's Day by dressing up in pink and
blue, and decorated heart-shaped chocolate boxes. To
mark the end of term there will be an Easter Concert on
Thursday 29th March.
The preschool staff, committee and all the children
would like to thank Romsey Council and Romsey Round
Table for their donations to the preschool. We will use
these funds to buy new equipment for the preschool.

Sarah Merrett

To celebrate Australia day on 26th January 2012 the 3rd
Romsey Scouts and Cubs started work on their International
Partnership award with a presentation from District Chairman,
John Stevens, about his recent trip to down under.
John told the meeting of Cub and Scouts how large the
continent is and how far apart towns are. “In this Country,” said
John, “most settlements are 12 miles apart where as in

Australia major settlements are two hours drive apart.”
This was followed by a short presentation on transport in
Australia that included the ubiquitous “ute” (a pick up truck),
Sydney’s monorail and the various harbour vessels including
water taxis and a double ended ferry – not forgetting the minis!
At the end of his presentation gifts from his visit were shown to
the Cubs and Scouts

3RD ROMSEY SCOUTS RECEIVE A G’DAY FROM MUDGEE

After having been left without leaders for approximately 12
years, 3rd Romsey Cubs re-started in March last year; we will
be celebrating St David's Day on March 1st, but also the 1st
birthday of Kumasi Pack! We started last year with four eager
Cubs who confidently took part in the District Gang Show
providing entertainment for their families and friends as Jungle
Book animals along with the 11th Romsey Group. We very
quickly quadrupled in size and have been, amongst other things,
hiking, cycling, learning 1st aid, doing scientific experiments,
learning about Remembrance day, cooking, doing craft and

much more! We have been on camp and entered various
District competitions, coming second in the Challenge Trophy
and first in Scrapheap Challenge!! We have also taken part in
St Georges Day and Remembrance Day. We have already
earnt lots of badges and are looking forward to earning lots
more! Our leader, Katie, and the Scout leader, Sarah, are both
very proud of the Pack!! We meet weekly at the Jubilee Hall; for
more information, please contact Katie Brown on 01794
511527 or at 3rdromseycubs@gmail.com.

Katie Brown

3RD ROMSEY CUBS

??
?
??TICKET

Kath Davis 368118
tickets@michelmershandtimsbury.org

£7

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY JUBILEE
HALL

REG. CHARITY NO 287890

SATURDAY 24 MARCH
7:30pm

Teams of 6 - 8
You are invited to bring your own drinks
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ST. MARY'S, MICHELMERSH   ~   ST. ANDREW'S, TIMSBURY
in the United Benefice of Braishfield

Rector:  The Rev Canon Steve Pittis
The Rectory, Braishfield

Telephone: 01794 368335/01794 878020
braishfield@gmail.com

Day off Friday

Easter hope

“There is darkness without, and when I die there will be darkness within. There is no splendour, no vastness
anywhere; only triviality for a moment, and then nothing.... When I die, I rot.” In these words, the philosopher
Bertrand Russell summed up his view of life and of death, and of any future hope.

If I die today, is there anything after … or am I snuffed out like a candle flame? Faced with the reality of death, many
people are uncertain, confused and afraid:

Voltaire on his deathbed said to his physician:  “I will give you half of what I am worth if you will give me just 6 months
life.”

Woody Allen commented wryly: “It’s not that I’m afraid to die, I just don’t want to be there when it happens!”

I suggest that we cannot find a meaning to life unless we first find a meaning to death.

So how can we know whether there is life beyond death, that there is any future hope?
For Christians, the Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the one solid bedrock of our faith and of our hope for the future:

Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life, he who believes in me, though he dies, yet shall he live.” … “Fear not,
I am the first and the last and the living one; I died and I am alive for evermore, and I have the keys of Death and
Hades”

Jesus states categorically that there is a definite existence beyond the grave, and that those who put their trust in
him need not fear death.

Our confidence about life after death is based on the fact that Jesus Christ has been there and come back, not as
some near death experience, but being raised to life again by the power of God after he was dead and buried in a
tomb. This is not a way of saying Jesus’ teaching and influence lives on’, but rather that an event happened at a
place at a time in history, that is attested by all the data and hard evidence, that has utmost importance and
significance for every person in every generation in every place.

Some say ‘resurrections can’t happen’; but examine the evidence: the empty tomb – Jesus’ body had gone; the
reappearance of Jesus after his death, seen by many people on different occasions; the extraordinary change in the
first disciples from fear to confidence and hope; the rapid growth and expansion of the Christian church, not to
mention the personal experience of countless millions in the last 20 centuries and of millions in the world today. All
this points to the amazing truth that Jesus Christ is alive!

The resurrection of Jesus is the guarantee that those who trust him will also be raised from death and see loved
ones again. It is the heart of the matter; everything we believe as Christians stands or falls on that one fact. If Christ
did not rise from death, Christianity is a deception, an utter waste of time!
But in fact Christ is risen. This vindicates his claims about himself and means that death, what the Bible describes
as ‘our last enemy’, has been defeated. Easter was the day death died.

This is good news in for all who suffer the pain of losing someone they love. And it’s not just ‘pie in the sky when you
die’, it is, as one wag put it, ‘steak on your plate while you wait!’ For to be a Christian is to begin to experience the
new life that God offers now; the experience of forgiveness, meaning, purpose and hope which finds its full
expression beyond the grave.

Revd Canon Steve Pittis
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CHURCH SERVICES
March/April 2012

St Mary’s, Michelmersh and St Andrew’s, Timsbury
Also All Saints Braishfield, St John’s Farley Chamberlayne and All Saints Awbridge

Details are understood to be correct when printed.
V

COMPLETE UP TO DATE DETAILS OF ANY LAST MINUTE CHANGES TO SERVICES, CAN BE FOUND IN
THE UNITED BENEFICE MAGAZINE‘FIVE ALIVE’ AVAILABLE FROM ALL CHURCHES, PUBLISHED

BI-MONTHLY & THE VILLAGE WEBSITE

Michelmersh  Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge

March
Sunday 4th

2nd of Lent
9.30 am

Morning Prayer
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
9.30 am

Family Service
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 11th

3rd of Lent
6.00 pm

Holy Communion
11.00 am

Jam Family Service
9.30 am

Morning Prayer
8.00 am

Holy Communion
9:30am

Morning Worship

Sunday 18th

4th of Lent
Mothering Sunday

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

8.00 am
Holy Communion

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

11.00 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Holy Communion

Sunday 25th

5th of Lent
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
9.30 am

Holy
Communion

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am
Family Worship

April

Sunday 1st

Palm Sunday
9.30 am

Morning Worship
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
8.00 am Holy
Communion

9.30 am
Family Service

6.00pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy Communion

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Thursday 5th

Maundy Thursday
7.30 pm

Holy Communion
Plus

Friday 6th

Good Friday
7.30 pm

Choral Service
9.30 am

An hour at the
Cross

Sunday 8th

Easter Day
6.00 pm

Easter Praise with
Holy Communion

11.00 am
Jam Family Service

9.30 am
Family Holy
Communion

8.00 am
Holy

Communion

9.30 am
Holy Communion

Sunday 15th

2nd of Easter
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
8.00 am

Holy
Communion

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

11.00 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Holy Communion

Sunday 22nd

3rd of Easter
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
9.30 am

Holy
Communion APCM

to follow

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am
Family Worship

Sunday 29th

4th of Easter
10.00 am

United Benefice
Holy Communion

Michelmersh  Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge
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MICHELMERSH AND TIMSBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Following the most successful Christmas Party it was
back to the serious subject of ‘growing and showing’
plants for the first meeting of 2012.  Jennifer Harmer was
invited to give members her highly informative talk on the
‘History of Flower Arranging and Showing’. Describing
over 50 different species with pictures, not only of each,
but inlaid with images of either their known origin or
grower who made them famous.  A fascinating new
approach to the subject and so encyclopedic was
Jennifer’s knowledge stretching from Roman times to the
present day.  From Lilies in 16BC to Snowdrops in 1500
and Narcissus around 1620 we learnt of the Rose named
‘Peace.  Over one hundred million plants had been sold,
annually of the Hybrid Tea rose with large flowers of a
light yellow to cream color, slightly flushed at the petal
edges with crimson-pink. It is hardy and vigorous and
relatively resistant to disease, making it popular in
gardens as well as in the floral trade.
At the end of the Great War it was smuggled out of
Germany In a diplomatic bag to Ellen Willmott, wealthy
enough to employ over 100 gardeners in her 33 acre
Essex garden.  When Meilland foresaw the German
invasion of France he sent cuttings to friends in Italy,
Turkey, Germany, and the United States to protect the
new rose.
She was able to purchase others on the Riviera and in
Italy.  With the neighbour of her Italian garden, Sir
Thomas Hanbury, she was instrumental in the formation
the RHS gardens at Wisley.  A fascinating talk by Jennifer.
In February the AGM was opened by the Chairman, Jane
Chambers reporting that the Society had again provided
members with an enjoyable programme of events and
talks. We learnt the history of garden tools, a memorable
talk on turves and lawn care and the history of flower
arranging.
She summarised the visits made for members arranged
by Julie Willis and the trip to West Sussex covering a

large selection of gardens which were a pleasure to see
and give us inspiration.
Jane  described the various shows put on by the society
and then  mentioned in particular the Plant Sale which
had raised a record of £780 and it was hoped that this
might be exceeded this year.  She thanked members of
the committee and the President Sue Pritchett-Brown for
all their support and hard work.   Kath Davis, Hon
Treasurer, presented the clubs accounts and
summarised the club’s financial situation as satisfactory.
The clubs committee was re-elected en bloc.
To complete the evening there was an inspired talk by
Maurice Pugh of the Ringwood Natural History Society on

“Nature in Close-Up”.  He accompanied his words with
some of the most brilliant nature photographs ever seen
by members. After many years of using film he has now
turned to digital photography but it would seem to be
impossible to improve on the images taken on film he
shared with members.  Over 80 contrasting but
beautifully enlarged pictures of Fungi, Beetles, Butterflies,
Moths and of course plants including Orchids, Poppies,
Cowslips and many others. He also brought along to the
meeting some wonderful enlarged prints of his pictures
together with post card sized prints for sale. This ended
a most successful evening with, as usual, cups of tea and
coffee.
The Society’s Spring Show takes place on March 26th
(Hall is open for staging from 6.45 – 7.15pm) and
Bryan Madders will be talking about the entries and his
chosen winning results.
On April 16th a talk on ‘The Secret Gardens of
Hampshire’, ‘Gerald Ponting will speak on ‘Wild Flowers
& Their Stories’ on May 14th and of course the all
important Plant Sale will be on Saturday May 19th at
10.00 am

Peter Pritchett-Brown

If you fancy fresh air, fun and fairly gentle exercise why not try the Michelmersh and Timsbury Walkers. We meet at
10am every Thursday morning and enjoy a 5 mile (ish) walk through the beautiful Hampshire countryside ending
with an optional pub lunch. Members take turns in organizing the walks; details of which are available on the Village
website or from the Editor. Our next walks are shown below.

MICHELMERSH AND TIMSBURY WALKERS

1 Mar 2012 Forge Pub, Otterbourne

8 Mar 2012 Test Way car park, Horsebridge

15 Mar 2012 Shawford Station

22 Mar 2012 Black Horse, West Tytherley

29 Mar 2012 Monument Car Park, nr Farley Mount

5 Apr 2012 Bolderwood Car Park
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PARISH COUNCIL

Obtain your legal needs locally

Family & Mediation
Conveyancing

Wills & Probate
Accidents or Injury Problems

Employment issues
Criminal Law

Open Mon to Fri 9am – 5.15pm
Saturday 10am – 1pm

01962 844544
Star Lane House, Staple Gardens,

Winchester, SO23 9AD
www.shentons.co.uk

Planning
The Parish Council has reviewed a number of planning
applications during the last two months. The Council
considers all planning applications for developments in the
parish and reports to Test Valley Borough Council or
Hampshire County Council (on applications relating to
minerals or waste) who determine the applications.

Planning Applications
The Parish Council raised no objections to the following
planning applications:

11/02876/FULLS
Construction of a chalet style dwelling on land to the side of
Mountain Ash, Stockbridge Road

TV111
Proposed change of use of area of Old Quarry for storage
and car parking uses ancillary to Michelmersh Brickworks.

Planning Determinations
Decisions on previous planning applications are recorded in
the Parish Council minutes or can be found on the Test
Valley Borough or Hampshire County Council websites.

Minerals and Waste Plan
The Parish Council held an additional meeting on 5th
December to finalise its position on the Consultation draft of
the County Minerals and Waste Plan, which identifies
preferred areas for the extraction of clay for Michelmersh
Brickworks. The Council re-affirmed its decision to maintain
an objection to areas other than fields ‘B’ and ‘D’ being
included in the plan, although it was anticipated that the
Brickworks would make representations for additional land
to be included.  Whilst appreciating that the Brickworks is
long-established and a valued local employer,  the Council
again expressed concern that the expansion of clay
extraction in the village to meet their future requirements
could have a very major adverse effect on the landscape
and on residential amenity and therefore that such
expansion should be contained.  The Council was in regular
discussion with the Brickworks and it was hoped that an
acceptable compromise could be agreed.

Test Valley development plan – ‘Core Strategy’
Test Valley Borough Council have published a Core Strategy
Document for public consultation. This document includes
policies which will guide future development in the borough.
The proposals for Michelmersh and Timsbury include
proposed plans of ‘settlement boundaries’ within which
development would, in principle, be permitted.
A Public Meeting on 6 February attracted about 40
parishioners and was attended by Tony Ward, our Borough
Councillor. The general view was that the new policy, as
proposed, could ‘open the door’ to some undesirable further
development.  The proposed non-adoption of the current
policy which seeks to prevent tandem (‘backland’)
development was particularly  criticised.
Accordingly, the Parish Council has responded to Test
Valley BC with proposed amendments to the Plan.

R F Salvidge Farms
The Public Inquiry into the R F Salvidge Farms application
to extend their Waste Recycling site on Bunny Lane, and to
make the use permanent (the site currently has temporary
permission until 2015) started in Romsey Town Hall on 7
February and has been adjourned until 12 March.  The
application was refused by Hampshire County Council in
Committee’, The Parish Council are objecting to the
application, as are Braishfield Parish Council, Romsey
Town Council and Test Valley Borough Council.

 Other Matters
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations
A Sub-committee has been formed to plan a series of
events over the Jubilee weekend (2-5 June) with
something for all ages.   Detail will appear on the Village
Website and in the next Newsletter.

Sports Club
Various issues in connection with the Lease with the Sports
Club have been resolved and it is anticipated that the
Lease will be signed in the near future.  A Lease will
provide the Club with long-term security and the ability to
apply for grants to improve the facilities.

Playground, Car Parking on the Recreation Ground
With the approach of better weather the proposed
improvements to the car parking area off Mannygham Way,
and the addition of hedging and seating to the new
Playground, will be progressed.

Bob Davis Chairman

(Note: Our Clerk, Katie Hardy, is recuperating from an
emergency operation after suffering appendicitis.  We wish
her a speedy recovery).
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HERON INTERIORS

All Soft Furnishing requirements
catered for

Curtains/Loose Covers/
Blinds/Valances/Pelmets/etc

Wide range of fabrics available
Home visits

Competitive prices

Mark
Penn-Newman

HIGH QUALITY
INTERIOR AND

EXTERIOR
LOCAL

PAINTER
Telephone:

01794 884796
Mobile:

07590 993903

Maree Welch MCSP SRP BMAS

A friendly personal private service
available at
ALMA RD SURGERY, ROMSEY

· Joint/spinal mobilization,
· Massage, muscle injuries,
· Acupuncture,
· Electrotherapy.
· Whiplash, headaches.
· Sports Injury rehabilitation

Self or GP referrals.

Email: maree.welch@gmail.com
Phone:01794 513422
Mob: 07763466629
Member of Chartered Society of
Physiotherapists.

Local Dog walking service
I am a student at Sparsholt College studying animal
care, I am free Thursday and Friday for dog walking

services, I charge £5 for ½ an hour walk.
Contact me on 01794 367811 or email me at

bethjeans@live.co.uk

TIMSBURY YOUTH CLUB

Youth club is open every Friday between 7:30pm
- 9:20pm at the Jubilee Hall during school term.

Open to ages in years 6-11 (10-16 year olds.)
Tuck and drinks available to buy. We have table

tennis, air hockey, wii sports, plus out door
games in the summer.
Fee £1.50 per session.

Why not come along and join in the fun at our
club.

For more details contact : Dave Street on
07733997356
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You are cordially invited the

 Michelmersh and Timsbury
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations

2nd-5th June 2012
There will be something for everyone!

 Diamond Jubilee Street Party
*****

BBQ and disco
******

Cricket match
******

Tug of war
******

1950’s themed tea party
******

Evening concert with picnic on the lawn
*****

Televised transmission of the Jubilee service beamed in from St.
Paul’s Cathedral

*************************************************************************

Further details in next months newsletter
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January is usually a quiet period for Michelmersh Silver
Band – much needed after the busiest time in the band’s
calendar, helping to make Christmas special for all of you
with carolling and Christmas concerts. January 2012,
however, found us in the Lantern Theatre at the
Mountbatten School recording a Christmas CD.  It has
been a long-held ambition of ours to produce a recording
of Christmas carols and music, but cost has always been
prohibitive. Thanks to the very reasonable rates offered
for the use of the equipment and the services of the
school’s very patient and long-suffering technician, we
were able to go ahead. January seemed the perfect time,
whilst the pieces were rehearsed up and fresh in our
minds, and the music is now ‘in the can’. The process of
editing and production is on-going as you read this, with
the aim of ‘Step in to Christmas’ being ready for sale at
band gigs throughout the year.

The Michelmersh Training Band has also been busy in
January competing at the annual Wessex Brass Band
Association Training and Youth Band Contest, held at
Downton School. Although not placed in the top two of
the nine competing bands, MTB was presented with a
very well-deserved Silver Award Certificate having
performed a very entertaining short concert programme
which included an incredibly quick change and face

painting for four members who performed a clowning
routine as the band played! Our congratulations go to all
the young people who are such great ambassadors for
MSB and for the village.

Finally, we are delighted to have been invited to stage an
exhibition of the band’s 126-year history in the Romsey
Heritage Centre in Church Street. The exhibition – which
runs until the end of March – features photographs from
the band’s very earliest days, through to the present day,
along with old uniforms, instruments and memorabilia,
and is well worth a look.

Dates for your diary:
Sat 23rd June:  ‘Summertime’ – a concert of favourite
music from Broadway  and West End shows in Romsey
Abbey.
Thurs 8th Nov: Remembrance Concert in the United
Reformed Church, Romsey.
Tues 11th Dec (to be confirmed): Christmas Concert in
the Plaza Theatre, Romsey.

Tickets for all concerts will be on sale at the Tourist
Information Office, Church Street, Romsey (01794
512987) approximately 4 weeks prior to the event.

Claire Topp

MICHELMERSH SILVER BAND
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VIEWFINDERS OF ROMSEY CAMERA CLUB
The club is now well into the main competition period,
and therefore both internal and external competitions
feature strongly in the next two months.
Viewfinders takes part in the Southern Photographic
Federation’s league, where the club competes against
other clubs over a number of rounds, with the same set
of prints or digital images, until an eventual winner is
found.  It will soon be our turn to host our round for both
prints and digital images, as shown in the programme
below.
In addition to a further assessment evening, internal
competitions will include the Les Fredericks trophies,
awarded in honour of a former member.  As he was keen
to encourage creative work, the trophies are awarded for
new work on set subjects - this year the subjects are

“Street Life” for prints, and “Technology” for digital images.
The landscape trophies are another popular internal
competition, but this year entries will need to be of the
highest calibre to catch the judge’s eye, as they are
being judged this year by Ken Scott, who is well-known
for his dramatic landscape shots in stunning light,
generally in the mountains.
The image included for you this time is “Floodlit
Cathedral”, taken by Andrew Greenwood in Winchester

on a cold, still night last February.  The image was
created by merging four images of different exposures to
achieve this effect, and then converted to monochrome.
The programme for March / April is set out below, so, as
always, please come along to any evening that interests
you.  You will be made very welcome.  More information
about the club is available on the club’s web-site at
www.viewfinderscameraclub.org.uk.

Programme Mar – Apr 2012
6 Mar: SPF Print League – judged by George Walsh
13 Mar: Les Fredericks trophies – judged by Barry Day
20 Mar: ‘Sharing the Image’ – an evening run by
members
27 Mar: Assessment of Members’ prints and digital
images – by Sheila Brown

2 Apr: ‘15 Minutes of Fame’ - an evening run by members
17 Apr: SPF Digital Image League – judged by Tony
Oliver
24 Apr: Landscape Trophies – judged by Ken Scott

Margaret Kirby - Publicity Officer

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY CARE GROUP
If you need a lift to your appointment with the doctor, dentist or hospital we are here to help

Jane Finnimore    368349        Johanna Koscian         368577               Bryony Murphy 368355
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Very little time was spent painting over the festive and
New Year period, how long ago that seems now!  Our
first meeting was in the grounds and artist’s house of
Roche Court Sculpture Park. Here we were shown
round by Jo Delmar viewing a superb collection of work
by Victor Pasmore, as well as a rich variety of sculptures
outside, luckily in bright sunshine.
Term time at the Jubilee Hall started the following week
amongst much chatter about exhibitions  visited over the
break and our forthcoming exhibition at Highcliffe Castle
(1st May – 10th June) .  The group were also delighted
to hear of two members exhibiting locally. Masako
Tobita at the Minster Gallery Winchester (1st May – 10th
June) entitled ‘Between the Times’ and Nat Lewis at

Andover Iron Age Museum (17th March – 28th April).
Meanwhile painting continues every Wednesday

Quiz: 1.  Which group of artists ‘painted the warmth of
the sun’?
         2.  Which British artist has an exhibition at the Royal
Academy of his latest colourful landscapes?

The answer to the Nov/Dec quiz ............1.Graham
Sutherland, who was mainly known for his painting..
2.Stanley Spencer, whose work can be seen in the
Sandham Memorial Chapel off the A34 south of
Newbury

Nat Lewis

NEW ROAD ARTISTS

Rogue traders are reportedly cold calling in Leigh Park and the
surrounding area of Hampshire claiming residents need to
replace their TV aerial in order to receive the digital TV signal.
However, most people with a good aerial now, will not need a
new aerial for switchover and remember, there is no such
thing as a ‘digital aerial’.
Whether you need a new aerial for switchover will depend on
the condition of your current aerial and where you live. If you
currently have poor reception on your analogue TV, then you
may need to replace your aerial at switchover. A small number
of households may also need a wideband aerial to receive all
the channels available. To find out if this affects you visit
www.digitaluk.co.uk/youraerial or call 08456 50 50 50.
Trading Standards would advise consumers not to agree to
any work that is instigated as a result of a cold call or via a
leaflet drop. If you do need to replace your rooftop aerial, look

for a Registered Digital Installer (RDI), who has been trained
and security checked. To find an RDI near you visit www.rdi-
lb.co.uk or call the Digital UK advice line on 08456 50 50 50.
Please note, if you are over 75, disabled or on certain benefits
you may be eligible for help from the Switchover Help Scheme.
This means you could get one TV set at your home switched
to digital for just £40. Those who are entitled to help should
have already received a letter and information pack though the
post, but to check if you are eligible please visit
www.helpscheme.co.uk or call 0800 40 85 900.
And finally, if anyone has any information about traders who
are cold calling claiming TV aerials need to be replaced or any
other doorstep crime issue they should contact Hampshire
County Council Trading Standards Service
Quick Response Team on 01962 833666
(Monday Friday 0900hrs to 1700hrs)

WARNING
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Property Maintenance & Handyman Services
Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating

Wallpapering
Sheds & Fences Erected Painted & Re felted
Grass Cutting, Hedge Cutting & Strimming

Floor & Wall Tiling
Flat Pack Assembly & Small Carpentry Work

Windows & Doors Repaired & Replaced
House & Garden Clearance

Fascia Boards & Gutters Cleaned, Repaired & Re-
placed

Driveways & Paths Repaired & Re surfaced
Kitchens & Bathrooms Fitted

Ground Works & Drainage
Brick work & Repointing work
Collection & Delivery Service

Plus many other areas of maintenance work & odd
jobs carried out

Ben Kington
Telephone : 01794 368536

Mobile : 07866551725
Fully insured References available

Free Estimates

Professional Tree Surgeons
All types of tree, hedge and garden

work undertaken

Please contact James Parker
for a free quotation on:

01794 368089 07899952944

Fully qualified and insured
£5,000,000 Public Liability Insurance

www.checkatrade.com/awbridgearborists

AwbridgeArb.co.uk

HELP
Help is needed with the Flower Rota

at

St Mary’s Church Michelmersh

If you can help please contact

Marjorie Duguid
01794 368235



Michelmersh & Timsbury
Diary

March
Thurs 15th 1:15pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Sat 17th 9:30am PCC Church & Church Yard Spring Clean St Mary’s
Thurs 22nd 7:30pm Friends - The difference between the North

& South of England
The Barns

Sat 24th 7:30pm Quiz Jubilee Hall
Mon 26th 7:30pm Hort Soc - Spring Show Jubilee Hall
Weds 28th 7:30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall

April
Sat 14th 2:00pm Open Garden @ The Island Great Bridge
Mon 16th 7:30pm Hort Soc - Secret Gardens of Hampshire Jubilee Hall
Thurs 19th 1:15pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Weds 25th 7:30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall

May June

Mon 14th Hort Soc Sat 2nd - 5th Jubilee Celebrations
Thurs 17th Lunch Club Mon 11th Rose show
Sat 19th Hort Soc Plant sale Fri 15th -17th Flower Festival -In Churches

Thurs 21st Lunch Club

Main Hampshire school holidays:
 Easter Holiday 2nd ~ 13th April,

Details of Church Services see Page 7
also in the United Benefice magazine ‘Five Alive’ available from all churches

and the Village Website: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Please submit entries for the May/June 2012 Issue before Saturday 14th April

The Editor would like to express his appreciation & thanks to Peta Hunt and to his wife for proof reading
and Jane Finnimore and all her team for Distribution.

Every effort is made to ensure that diary details are correct when compiled but confirmation should be obtained from event organisers.
All advertisements & contributions to the newsletter are accepted at face value and the Editor cannot vouch for their accuracy.

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor. © Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter  2012

If any reader has knowledge of stories, anecdotes or the history of our village,

the Editor of this newsletter would most appreciate hearing of them for possible future articles.

Please contact me on either 01794 368577 or mike.koscian@btinternet.com

March/April 2012

The Village Website carries updated information: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org


