
Nov - Dec 2012

Items for the Newsletter for January - February 2013 before Friday 7th December please.
Contributions to the Editor at: The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane, Timsbury, SO51 0NW

or preferably email:- mike.koscian@btinternet.com
The Newsletter is produced for the Parish Council and distributed by volunteers every two months

For information contact the Editor, Mike Koscian Tel: 01794 368577

Police
Phone 101

08450 45 45 45 (Ask for the Force
Enquiry Centre)

For urgent calls ONLY use 999
Churches:

St Mary’s Michelmersh
St Andrew’s Timsbury

Rector: The Rev Canon Steve Pittis

Parish Council
Clerk: Katie Hardy  367289

Mtparishclerk@btinternet.com
Chairman: Bob Davis  368118

WEBSITE:  www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

Test Valley Borough Council
Romsey 527700 : Andover 01264 368000

Web site: www.testvalley.gov.uk
TVBC Councillor Tony Ward 01794 389649

Email: cllrtward@testvalley.gov.uk

HCC County Councillor
Andrew Gibson 01264 861138

MP Caroline Nokes: 01794 512132
caroline@romseyconservatives.co.uk

Jubilee Hall  Warden/Bookings 368492 :

Tree Warden Mr B Raines 368435

VILLAGE INFORMATION
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Oil Boiler Specialists
· Installation, Servicing and Repairs.
· OFTEC Registered.
· Oil Tank Replacement.

All Plumbing And Heating, From A Tap Washer
To Full Central Heating.

· Power-Flushing
· Solar Heating
· Underfloor Heating
· Full Bathroom Installation
· Over 25 Years Experience

Painter and Decorator

S.J.OXENHAM
4 Chartwell Close

Allbrook, Eastleigh SO50 4PZ
Tel:02380 611673

One Man Business

Established (1967)

Interior/Exterior

No Job Too Small

Estimates without obligation

Reliable Local Tradesman
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VILLAGE WEATHER
Average Overnight Minimum Overnight Average Day Time Maximum Day Time Rainfall

Temperature Temperature Temperature Temperature mm

August 12.2 (13.3) 5 (9) 22 (21.5) 31 (28) 48 (131)

September 11.8 (12.9) 3 (6) 19.6 (20.6) 27 (25) 62.5 (43)

EDITORIAL

Last years figures in brackets. This years figures taken from  different source

J.C. Harfield
Carpentry & Building
Free Quotations

Competitive
Rates

- All Carpentry & Joinery Undertaken
- Roofing & Loft Conversions
- Extensions & Garages
- Kitchens & Internal Fittings
- Garden Decking & Summerhouses

Call Jon to chat about your requirements

07811 107358
jcharfield@gmail.com

I know it only seems like yesterday, but here we are with the newsletter that covers the Christmas period. What did
happen to our summer? We seem to have had enough rain to last us the whole of next year! Still we have Guy
Fawke’s night and then the festive season to look forward to. All villagers are invited to sing carols in The Barns on
Christmas Eve where we can remember what Christmas is really about. Then of course our two churches have their
own Christmas services and carols, detail of which can be found on page 7.
Congratulations to Becky Kester (see page 8) for raising all that money for Timsbury Pre School. Not content with
running a half marathon, Becky decided to do it whilst pushing her daughter Rachel in a buggy. If all goes well she
will have set a new world record.
Despite a poor growing summer the Pumpkin Club held its annual show on October 20th. Although the pumpkin sizes
were down there was still an excellent crop of entries and the childrens’ fancy dress costumes were particularly good.
Well done to all who participated - See the front cover and page 5.
As the next Newsletter will be after Christmas, I take this opportunity to wish all my readers a very happy and healthy
Christmas and New Year.

Mike Koscian



Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter - Nov/Dec 2012

4

FRIENDS OF MICHELMERSH CHURCH
The first talk of the season was by the Revd. Terry
Stokes who spoke about “Dutch and English Tiles”.
It quickly became clear that Terry is an avid collector and
lover of all things antique but his main passion is
reserved for collecting tiles, which he has been doing for
many years. His enthusiasm was infectious and the
audience were enthralled by his description and
knowledge of the tiles he had brought with him. He
mentioned the many strokes of luck he had in acquiring
the tiles, but also even when ‘rather expensive’ his wife
was always encouraging and supportive!
Most of Terry’s collection is from the 16th and 17 century
and he told us that the main centres of production were
Rotterdam, Amsterdam, Utrecht and that the Royal
Factory of Markkum is still in production. 6% of all tile
production was biblical until about 1830 when they

began to go out of fashion. Originally, until the written
word became more widespread, this was the way
children learnt the stories of the bible.
Delftware was made in England beginning in the 17th

century through to the first half of the 19th century mainly
in London, Bristol, Wincanton and latterly Liverpool,
Glasgow and Dublin.
Rev. Stokes described many of the tiles he had brought
with him, from the simplest of line drawings of children
playing through to a scene depicting the flight into Egypt
of the baby Jesus with his parents. Looked at closely one
can see that Mary is looking very fed-up while the donkey
is smiling!  Many of the portrayals proved a real test of
our biblical knowledge.
A wonderful start to the Friends’ programme for 2012-13!

Dee Tuffell

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH TIMSBURY
Well, Harvest Festival has just gone and

now we are thinking of Christmas.
As usual, we shall have our 6pm
Carols by Candlelight on Christmas

Eve. This year, because of the way
the days fall, we have decided NOT to have
a service at Timsbury on Christmas Day.

There will be others in the Benefice, of course.
Elsewhere in the Newsletter you will see details of the
Travelling Crib. This year there will be two so that
families can have the crib for more than one night.

Our Holy Communion Service on the third Sunday of the
month is now going to be at 10am, at least for a trial
period in the winter. We shall continue to use the Book
of Common Prayer. Other service times remain
unchanged.
A special Thank You to the people of St Andrew's Close
and Manor lane who donated the proceeds of their street
party to the church.

Dr John Glasspool
PCC Secretary and Churchwarden

                                                  (  01794 368017
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ST. MARY'S, MICHELMERSH   ~   ST. ANDREW'S, TIMSBURY
in the United Benefice of Braishfield

Rector:  The Rev Canon Steve Pittis
The Rectory, Braishfield

Telephone: 01794 368335/01794 878020
braishfield@gmail.com

Day off Friday

The Freedom of Forgiveness

Many people think that a Christian is someone who tries to live a good life. Often the
church is seen as made up of people who are (or think they are!) ‘good’. So I’ve heard it
said ‘I’m not good enough to go to church’, or ‘I try my best to live a decent life, to be a
good Christian; surely no-one can ask for more?’ Yet according to the Bible, God’s church
is made up of people who realise they aren’t good, that they cannot be good by their own
devices and that their most basic need is to be forgiven for what they’ve done wrong.

To experience forgiveness and to forgive those who have wronged us is incredibly freeing
and healing. Unforgiveness is the cause of so much bitterness and resentment in relation-
ships, whether in marriage, in the family, in churches, in communities.

We all need to be forgiven by God. We have a past! We can’t go back, but God can. He
can walk into those places of sin and failure, wipe the slate clean and give us a new begin-
ning. The heart of the Christian good news is that God loves us passionately and wants to
have an intimate, personal relationship of love with us. He has made that relationship pos-
sible through the death of his Son, Jesus Christ who came to our world to show us what
God is like and to deal with the problem of our sin and selfishness that caused the relation-
ship with God to be broken in the first place. So a Christian is not in the first instance a
good living person! That may be the consequence but it is not the essence. Rather a Chris-
tian is a person who has heard God in whatever way that call comes say ‘come to me; you
are welcome here. I love you, I want to forgive you and give you a new start.’

Once we’ve experienced God’s forgiveness for ourselves, we have the responsibility to
forgive those who wrong us.

Resentment, bitterness, holding on to past hurts and grievances leads to broken relation-
ships, deep pain and sometimes physical illness. It’s been said ‘unforgiveness is like drink-
ing poison yourself, and waiting for the other person to die’!

Forgiving others can be hard, especially when we have been badly hurt, but it helps to
realise that forgiveness is a choice, not a feeling. Some of us have a hard time forgiving
because we think we have to reach the point where we feel it doesn’t matter. That’s not
what forgiveness is about! Forgiveness is saying ‘you hurt me, you damaged me, it mat-
ters. But I am going to forgive. I am not going to be chained to the past.’ So forgiveness is
doing what is not fair! It’s about MERCY. When we forgive someone who has wronged us,
we let them off the hook and in so doing we set ourselves free.

Steve Pittis
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CHURCH SERVICES
November/December 2012

St Mary’s, Michelmersh and St Andrew’s, Timsbury
Also All Saints Braishfield, St John’s Farley Chamberlayne and All Saints Awbridge

Details are understood to be correct when printed.
V

COMPLETE UP TO DATE DETAILS OF ANY LAST MINUTE CHANGES TO SERVICES, CAN BE FOUND IN
THE UNITED BENEFICE MAGAZINE‘FIVE ALIVE’ AVAILABLE FROM ALL CHURCHES, PUBLISHED

MONTHLY & THE VILLAGE WEBSITE

Michelmersh  Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge

November
Sunday 4th

4th before Advent
9.30 am

Morning Worship
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
8.00 am

Holy Communion
9.30 am

Family Service

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy Communion

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 11th

3rd before Advent
6.00 pm

Remembrance
Service + MS Band

11.00 am
Family Service

10.50 am
Remembrance

Service - start at
War Memorial

9.30 am
Holy Communion &

Remembrance

10.15 am
Remembrance

Service
At school

Sunday 18th

2nd before Advent
No Service 10.00 am

Holy Communion
No Service 11.00 am

Family Service
9.30 am

Holy Communion

Sunday 25th

Christ the King
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
9.30 am

Holy
Communion

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am
Family Worship

December

Sunday 2nd

Advent
9.30 am

Morning Worship
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
8.00 am Holy
Communion

9.30 am
Family Service

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy Communion

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 9th

2nd of Advent
9.30 am

Holy Communion
11.00 am

Family Service
9.30 am

Morning Prayer
8.00 am

Holy
Communion

9.30 am
Morning Worship

Sunday 16th

3rd of Advent
6.00 pm

Carol Service &
Christingle

10.00 am
Holy

Communion

11.00 am
Holy

Communion

6.00 pm
Carol Service

9.30 am
Holy Communion

Sunday 23trd

4th of Advent
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Carol Service
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
4.00 pm

Carol Service

Monday 24th

Christmas Eve
11.15 pm

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Carol Service
4.00 pm

Christingle Service
11.15 pm

Holy Communion

Tuesday 25th

Christmas Day
9.00 am

Holy Communion
10.00 am

Family Service
11.15 am

Holy Communion
10.00 am

Family Service

Sunday 30th

1st of Christmas
10.00 am

United Benefice
Holy Communion

Michelmersh  Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge



Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter - Nov/Dec 2012

8

MICHELMERSH AND TIMSBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
The Society experienced a most welcome pause in the
seemingly continuous rainfall since July for the talk on
the 10th of September entitled “Autumn Beauties” by
Hillier Nurseries Director, Kevin Hobbs.
Kevin described to over 30 Society members the extent
of their business and his responsibilities. Established in
1864 Hillier Nurseries is a family owned Company with a
great tradition in professional horticulture. It is the largest
grower of trees, both field and container grown in the UK
and one of the largest in Europe. It is a wholesale
nursery, supplying trade and council customers who
include Local Authorities, Landscape Contractors and
Architects, Garden Designers, House Builders,
Developers, Private Estates, Golf Courses and of course
private retail customers who purchase plants from all
Hillier Garden Centres where professional advice is
always available.
Concentrating on autumn planting, Kevin discussed
varieties of Maple and Acers in addition to a huge variety
of unusual pants too numerous to list here. He
demonstrated an amazing fund of hints and knowledge
and even brought a large selection of plants to sell at
bargain prices to members of the audience. Those who
didn’t attend missed a fascinating evening at the end of
which members had been invited to enter the
competition for the “Best Jug of Flowers”. Selected by
the Kevin who awarded it to Audrey Bone.

On October 8th, as Winter loomed with even more rain
and darker evenings, we had a fascinating talk on King
John’s Garden near Romsey Abbey by Diane
Hargreaves, Chairman of their Garden Trust. She was
assisted by Jim Love who operated the slide projector
with great panache such that none of the images
lingered! Occasionally there would be a picture image

“Australian Style” as it emerged very briefly on the screen
upside down! Nevertheless the talk was fascinating as
Diane described the story of the Garden from 1993 when
the Friends of the Garden were launched and now has
over 100 members. The aim of rescuing it from a near
derelict condition has progressed and continues.
Admission is free and there are leaflets available giving
full details of the planting.
Monday 12th November the talk “The History of Ancient
Woodlands” by Jonathan Hewitt is much anticipated
whilst on December 10th the renowned Society’s
Christmas Party. Both will be reported in the next
newsletter and of course the committee wishes all
members the best wishes for Christmas and the New
Year. For 2013 the first event will be a talk by Victoria
Ennion on “Gardeners Latin”.
Visitors are welcome to Society talks and shows (£2) as
are new members – for details of the modest annual
subscription and how to join please contact Kath Davis
(01794 368118).

Peter Pritchett-Brown

Hello, you may have seen me running round the area
pushing my daughter Rachel (age 2) in an orange off-
road buggy. I have been in training for the Clarendon
Way Half Marathon that was on Sunday the 7th October
raising money for Timsbury Pre-school. I did it in 2 hours
53 minutes pushing Rachel the whole way and was able
to set a new world record in the process (providing they
approve all the evidence I submit) as it will be the first
recorded cross country half marathon pushing a buggy.

It was a tough course with lots of mud, hills, tree roots etc.
that at times made it impossible to actually run, nearly
loosing trainers and getting bruised shins along the way.
Rachel was brilliant as she slept for an hour, ate lots of
raisins, pointed at horses then ran around afterwards
saying "I did it". I would like to reach £1,000 and am
nearly there, so if you would like to donate to a very
worthy local cause please do so at:
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/beckybuggy

Thanks (and thanks to those that have donated already),
Becky Lester

MUM’S RECORD RUN FOR TIMSBURY PRE-SCHOOL
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PARISH COUNCIL
John Rhodes
Most of you will know that John Rhodes, Vice-Chairman of the
Parish Council, was seriously injured in a road accident in
Bunny Lane in early September.  We are pleased to report that
John is recovering well and by the time you read this he will be
out of hospital.  We look forward to seeing him at Parish
Council meetings again in the not-too-distant future.

Planning
The Parish Council has reviewed a number of planning
applications during the last two months. The Council considers
all planning applications for developments in the parish and
reports to Test Valley Borough Council or Hampshire County
Council (on applications relating to minerals or waste) who
determine the applications.

Planning Applications
The Parish Council raised no objections to the following
planning applications:

12/01926/FULLS
Proposal: Temporary change of use for erection of tent
(camping) for recreational purposes on night of 15th November
2012
Site: Land opposite Barge House, Stockbridge Road,
Timsbury, Romsey
12/01810/FULLS
Proposal: Extend existing dwelling at ground floor creating
glazed wraparound on NW corner to extend lounge and dining
areas and create canopy to rear, extend front elevation to form
enlarged kitchen/breakfast room under extended roof line.
Proposed detached garage with woodstore and retrospective
application for retaining wall in back garden and bay window.
Site: Northfield, Church Road Michelmersh Romsey

Planning Determinations
Decisions on previous planning applications are recorded in
the Parish Council minutes or can be found on the Test Valley
Borough or Hampshire County Council websites.

Community Issues
Road Maintenance
The Parish Council continues to press Hampshire Highways to
progress the maintenance and resurfacing of village roads.
The latest information is that resurfacing work will be carried
out on New Road, Mesh Road and Staff Road before the end
of 2012 (which will involve some temporary road closures). It
is hoped that the flooding problems on Rudd Lane and
Haccups Lane will also be resolved shortly.

Village Hedgerows
Due to the increased growing season as a result of the wet
weather we experienced earlier this summer, the Parish
Council has received a number of comments from parishioners
about overgrown hedgerows in various locations around the
villages.  The increased growth in some areas is reducing
visibility and making walking along verges difficult or
impossible.  Damage to vehicles being scratched by
overhanging brambles etc. has also been reported.
Maintaining hedges next to highways is the landowner’s
responsibility – please check that your hedges are not causing
a problem. If you require assistance in maintaining boundary
hedges,  please contact the Clerk for details of appropriate
contractors.
Lengthsman Project
The village Lengthsman has continued to carry out various
'housekeeping' tasks around the villages.  As mentioned
previously, this is an ongoing project and his tasks will vary due
to seasonal demands, so please contact the Clerk if you think
of any additional jobs which would enhance the overall
appearance of our villages.
Pocket Park
The Parish Council is currently assessing the Pocket Park area
at the end of Mannyngham Way.  The area is currently very
overgrown and is in need of a substantial tidy up.  A working
party of volunteers is being considered as one of the ways in
which to progress  this project.  If you would like to be part of
this conservation effort, please contact the Clerk for further
information and updates.

Police and Crime Commissioner Elections
On Thursday 15 November 2012, for the first time ever, the
people of Hampshire and the Isle of Wight will be asked to
elect a Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC). The PCC will
take office on 22 November and will be accountable for how
crime is tackled in our police force area.
For more information visit:
http://www.testvalley.gov.uk/aboutyourcouncil/localdemocrac
y/elections/pccelections
www.homeoffice.gov.uk/police/police-crime-commissioners/

With regard to the Hampshire Minerals and Waste Plan –
Michelmersh Brickworks
See important information below

The next Parish Council Meetings will be held on 28th
November 2012

Katie Hardy, Parish Clerk

The new Hampshire Minerals and Waste Plan will include
identified ‘areas of search’ in the village for brickmaking clay for
the Brickworks.  You may recall that the Parish Council called
a Public Meeting in August last year to discuss the initial
proposals, which included very large areas of open land in the
village.   Following discussions with the Brickworks and
Hampshire County Council, the initial proposals were amended
and the Draft Plan only identified land where the Parish Council
considered that clay could be extracted without causing
unacceptable visual or environmental impact.
The Draft plan has been examined by the Government
Inspector who has asked for revisions.  A revised plan, now
approved by Hampshire County Council, changes the areas of
search for clay and now includes fields that the Parish Council
specifically objected to during the first round of consultation.

The Parish Council was not consulted about these later
revisions.
The Revised Plan is open to consultation until 17 December.
Hampshire County Council have sent letters to some residents
about the revisions to the Plan, although this letter does not
provide a clear explanations of the objectives of the Plan, or of
the nature of these recent changes and the procedure for
commenting on them.
The Parish Council is considering its response and it is planned
to organise a Public Meeting to ensure that all views are
represented.   In the meantime, please contact the Chairman,
Bob Davis on 017945 368118 if you have any immediate
queries or comments about this.   This is an important issue –
if not controlled, the future activities of the Brickworks can have
a very significant effect on our village in the future.

MICHELMERSH BRICKWORKS
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HERON INTERIORS

All Soft Furnishing requirements
catered for

Curtains/Loose Covers/
Blinds/Valances/Pelmets/etc

Wide range of fabrics available
Track and pole fitting

Painting & Decorating service available
Home visits

Competitive prices

Maree Welch MCSP SRP BMAS

A friendly personal private service
available at
ALMA RD SURGERY, ROMSEY

· Joint/spinal mobilization,
· Massage, muscle injuries,
· Acupuncture,
· Electrotherapy.
· Whiplash, headaches.
· Sports Injury rehabilitation

Self or GP referrals.

Email: maree.welch@gmail.com
Phone:01794 513422
Mob: 07763466629
Member of Chartered Society of
Physiotherapists.

Obtain your legal needs locally

Family & Mediation
Conveyancing

Wills & Probate
Accidents or Injury Problems

Employment issues
Criminal Law

Open Mon to Fri 9am – 5.15pm
Saturday 10am – 1pm

01962 844544
Star Lane House, Staple Gardens,

Winchester, SO23 9AD
www.shentons.co.uk
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Forest Forge Theatre Company

Midnight is a Place
by Joan Aiken

JUBILEE HALL
in aid of Hall funds Reg Charity 287890

FRIDAY 1 FEBRUARY 7:30
£9 and £4.50 (under 16s)

Kath Davis 368118
tickets@michelmershandtimsbury.org

Midnight is a Place
Inside the gloomy Midnight Court Lucas Bell and Anna-
Marie Murgatroyd live under the stewardship of Sir
Randolph, owner of Blastburn’s dangerous carpet factory.
When a mysterious fire forces them onto the icy streets
they face danger at every turn. Surviving in the snow can
be a tricky business but Lucas and Anna-Marie’s
friendship helps them discover what is needed to build a
happy home and how a pie can change family history.
Following the success of The Wolves of Willoughby
Chase in 2010 Forest Forge revisits this classic tale by
one of Britain’s best-loved children’s authors.
Join us as we return to Blastburn with a shadowy but
uplifting family adventure, featuring original live music and
all the features of a Forest Forge winter show.
Suitable for children age 5+ and the rest of the family.

http://www.forestforge.co.uk/shows/midnight

Tickets will be available in December, but please make
your booking sooner if you wish.  First come first served,

and these shows are usually fully booked
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VIEWFINDERS OF ROMSEY CAMERA CLUB
The Club is very excited about the return of its annual
exhibition to Romsey.  This is the main showcase for
our work, but, as this report goes to press, the week-
long exhibition is open in the North Transept of Romsey
Abbey, but the main exhibition in King John’s House
has yet to take place. The exhibition in the Abbey has
been enjoyed by many visitors, and, by the time you
read this, we hope that some of you will have visited
and enjoyed both exhibitions.

During the next two months, in addition to the normal
competitions, there will be some interesting
photographic talks.  Jeff Pitman, who has won awards
for his prints at local, national and international levels,
will be coming along to explain how he creates his
prints.  David Boag is a well-known wildlife
photographer and he is also a lively and enthusiastic
speaker – an evening not to be missed!

The image included for you this time is by George
Marsh.  George holds the Distinction award of the
Photographic Alliance of Great Britain, and is normally
known for his superb natural history photographs, but
this atmospheric image – “Early Morning” – shows that
he also produces other effective photographs.

The programme for November and December is set out
below, so, as always, please come along to any
evening that interests you. You will be made very
welcome.  More information about the club is available
on the club’s web-site at
 www.viewfinderscameraclub.org.uk.

Programme November/December 2012

6 Nov: Assessment of members’ prints and digital
images – judged by Alison Cawley
13 Nov: “World of a Wildlife Photographer” – presented
by David Boag
20 Nov: Print Panel Trophy – judged by Rosie Armes
27 Nov: “My Approach to Picture Making” – a talk by
Jeff Pitman

4 Dec: Assessment of members’ prints and digital
images – judged by Colin Gogerty
11 Dec: Southern Photographic Federation League 1
(Prints) – judged by Jeff Lawrence
18 Dec: Christmas Get -Together

Margaret Kirby - Publicity Officer

The hottest Chrsitmas tickets in town are on sale now!
HAVE A HOLLY JOLLY CHRISTMAS

with Michelmersh Silver Band
at the Plaza Theatre

To meet demand for tickets TWO performances this year:
Monday 10th and Tuesday 11th December

Tickets available from the Tourist Information Office, Church Street, Romsey
Tel: 01794 512987

Please note that the Monday performance will include a feature by the
Michelmersh Training Band

See you all there and in The Barns on Christmas Eve!
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MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY CARE GROUP
If you need a lift to your appointment with the doctor, dentist or hospital we are here to help

Jane Finnimore    368349        Johanna Koscian         368577               Bryony Murphy 368355

Each year Romsey District Scouts hold Digger’s Day in
memory of Peter Digby, ADC Scouts, who passed away
due to cancer.  He left a legacy which Romsey Scouts &
Guides use to keep his passion for adventurous activities
alive.  Over the years the Scouts & Guides have been
caving, dragon-boating, rafting, climbing, shooting, street
sports and even wind tunnel flying.
On Saturday 29thSeptember, even though the weather
during the week had not been promising, six Scouts from
3rd Romsey joined 30 Scouts and Guides from Romsey
District on a lovely bright and sunny morning at 25th
Southampton City Sea Scouts HQ, near the Itchen
Bridge.  Some had kayak experience, but most were
there to try something new!
The Scouts & Guides all went out on the river to try
kayaking, canoeing and rowing.  To start with there were
a few uncertain faces, however after a few minutes
getting used to the vessels there was quite a lot of
messing around on the water!  After lunch it was time for
the highlight of the day - Bath Tub Racing! Not so much
racing against each other as racing against the water –
bath tubs apparently are not the most watertight vessels
in which to sail.  There was a great deal of laughter, some
very wet Scouts & Guides and the safety boats took their
revenge and spent most of their time helping the water in
too!

Every Scout and Guide that took part had huge smiles on
their faces – so a massive thank you to Tina for
organising, the Romsey Guide & Scout Leaders who
came along to help on the water or on the shore and to
the Leaders from 25th Southampton City Sea Scouts.
We are very grateful for their huge support and
assistance in running this brilliant day for Romsey Scouts
and Guides.

Sarah Beaman

3rd ROMSEY SCOUTS AND CUBS

ACTION FOR CHILDREN
Owing to unforeseen circumstances we were unable to collect in September for which we are very sorry.
If you wish to donate as a Christmas gift please phone 368092 and we will collect.
Thank you
Gordon Clewer

This autumn the children have been enjoying the change
of seasons by going on nature walks and making collag-
es with their findings. For Halloween they will be decorat-
ing a pumpkin for the Grand Pumpkin and Halloween
Show at The Bear and Ragged Staff. The children are
looking forward to the coming months when they will be
practicing for their Christmas Nativity play at the end of
term.
The preschool recently said farewell to long-standing
staff member Barbara. We wish her every happiness in
her future endeavours. We also welcome two new mem-
bers of staff.
Everyone at the preschool would like to say a big thank
you to parent Rebecca Lester who raised an impressive
£800 for the preschool by running the Clarendon Way
half marathon whilst pushing her daughter in a buggy.

Rebecca was also aiming to set a new world record, and
is now submitting the paperwork to make this official.
With Christmas on the horizon, we would like to draw
your attention to the website
 www.easyfundraising.org.uk.    If you shop online you
can easily raise funds for the preschool by going through
this website to over 200 retailers, including Amazon,
Argos, etc. It’s easy to do, will cost you nothing, and for
every penny you spend a percentage goes to Timsbury
Preschool. To register, simply go to
www.easyfundraising.org.uk.

The preschool has just a few places remaining. If you are
interested in your child attending, please contact the
preschool on 01794 368976.

Sarah Merrett

TIMSBURY PRESCHOOL
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Property Maintenance & Handyman Services
Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating

Wallpapering
Sheds & Fences Erected Painted & Re felted
Grass Cutting, Hedge Cutting & Strimming

Floor & Wall Tiling
Flat Pack Assembly & Small Carpentry Work

Windows & Doors Repaired & Replaced
House & Garden Clearance

Fascia Boards & Gutters Cleaned, Repaired & Re-
placed

Driveways & Paths Repaired & Re surfaced
Kitchens & Bathrooms Fitted

Ground Works & Drainage
Brick work & Repointing work
Collection & Delivery Service

Plus many other areas of maintenance work & odd
jobs carried out

Ben Kington
Telephone : 01794 368536

Mobile : 07866551725
Fully insured References available

Free Estimates

HELP
Help is needed with the Flower Rota

at

St Mary’s Church Michelmersh

If you can help please contact

Marjorie Duguid
01794 368235



Michelmersh & Timsbury
Diary

November

Mon 12th 7:30pm Hort Soc - History of ancient woodlands Jubilee Hall
Thurs 15th 1:15pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Thurs 15th 7:30pm Friends - East Africa The Barns
Sat 17th 7.30pm Games Evening Sports Pavilion
Weds 28th 7:30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall

December
Sat 1st 8:00pm Quiz Sports Club
Mon 10th 7:30pm Hort Soc - Christmas Party Jubilee Hall
Thurs 13th 1:15pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Mon 24th 7:30pm Carols The Barns

Jan Feb

14th Hort Soc 1st Forest Forge
12th Twinning Quiz 11th Hort Soc
17th Lunch Club 21st Lunch Club
17th Friends 21st Friends
23rd Parish Council 27th Parish Council

Main Hampshire school holidays:
 Christmas 24th December ~ 4th January

Details of Church Services see Page 7
also in the United Benefice magazine ‘Five Alive’ available from all churches

and the Village Website: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Please submit entries for the January/February 2013 issue by Friday 7th December

The Editor would like to express his appreciation & thanks to his wife for proof reading
and Jane Finnimore and all her team for Distribution.

Every effort is made to ensure that diary details are correct when compiled but confirmation should be obtained from event organisers.
All advertisements & contributions to the newsletter are accepted at face value and the Editor cannot vouch for their accuracy.

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor. © Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter  2012

If any reader has knowledge of stories, anecdotes or the history of our village,

the Editor of this newsletter would most appreciate hearing of them for possible future articles.

Please contact me on either 01794 368577 or mike.koscian@btinternet.com

Nov/Dec 2012

The Village Website carries updated information: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org


