
March - April 2013

Items for the Newsletter for May - June 2013 before Monday 15th April please.
Contributions to the Editor at: The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane, Timsbury, SO51 0NW

or preferably email:- mike.koscian@btinternet.com
The Newsletter is produced for the Parish Council and distributed by volunteers every two months

For information contact the Editor, Mike Koscian Tel: 01794 368577

Police
Phone 101

08450 45 45 45 (Ask for the Force
Enquiry Centre)

For urgent calls ONLY use 999
Churches:

St Mary’s Michelmersh
St Andrew’s Timsbury

Rector: The Rev Canon Steve Pittis

Parish Council
Clerk: Katie Hardy  367289

Mtparishclerk@btinternet.com
Chairman: Bob Davis  368118

WEBSITE:  www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

Test Valley Borough Council
Romsey 527700 : Andover 01264 368000

Web site: www.testvalley.gov.uk
TVBC Councillor Tony Ward 01794 389649

Email: cllrtward@testvalley.gov.uk

HCC County Councillor
Andrew Gibson 01264 861138

MP Caroline Nokes: 01794 512132
caroline@romseyconservatives.co.uk

Jubilee Hall  Warden/Bookings 368492

VILLAGE INFORMATION
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Oil Boiler Specialists
· Installation, Servicing and Repairs.
· OFTEC Registered.
· Oil Tank Replacement.

All Plumbing And Heating, From A Tap Washer
To Full Central Heating.

· Power-Flushing
· Solar Heating
· Underfloor Heating
· Full Bathroom Installation
· Over 25 Years Experience

Painter and Decorator

S.J.OXENHAM
4 Chartwell Close

Allbrook, Eastleigh SO50 4PZ
Tel:02380 611673

One Man Business

Established (1967)

Interior/Exterior

No Job Too Small

Estimates without obligation

Reliable Local Tradesman

J.C. Harfield
Carpentry & Building
Free Quotations

Competitive
Rates

- All Carpentry & Joinery Undertaken
- Roofing & Loft Conversions
- Extensions & Garages
- Kitchens & Internal Fittings
- Garden Decking & Summerhouses

Call Jon to chat about your requirements

07811 107358
jcharfield@gmail.com

Maree Welch MCSP SRP BMAS

A friendly personal private service
available at
ALMA RD SURGERY, ROMSEY

· Joint/spinal mobilization,
· Massage, muscle injuries,
· Acupuncture,
· Electrotherapy.
· Whiplash, headaches.
· Sports Injury rehabilitation

Self or GP referrals.

Email: maree.welch@gmail.com
Phone:01794 513422
Mob: 07763466629
Member of Chartered Society of
Physiotherapists.
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VILLAGE WEATHER
Average Overnight Minimum Overnight Average Day Time Maximum Day Time Rainfall

Temperature Temperature Temperature Temperature mm

December 3.1 (4.4) -4 (-2) 8.1 (9.4) 12 (13) 139 (85)

January 3.3 (3.9) -4 (-3) 6.5 (9.1) 13 (14) 106 (46)

EDITORIAL

Last years figures in brackets.

The picture on the front cover shows you how popular Sue Leadbeater was. It was great to attend the party arranged
to wish her bon voyage. I will not say any more on this subject as you can find out all about it on page 5. I am looking
forward to attending the Manor Farm Open Evening on the 28th June, when I hope to see behind the scenes on a
modern farm. For further information see the advert on this page and the next newsletter.
Why not enjoy a cup of coffee or tea and home made cake, whilst seeing the beautiful Easter Flower arrangements
at St Andrew’s Church on Saturday 6th April. See page 8 for details.
Those of you who keep a watch on the village weather may be interested to know that we had 1,088mm of rain in
2012 with an average of 668mm in the preceding two years. Perhaps the Hort Soc should start giving advice on
growing rice!

Mike Koscian Editor

MANOR FARM OPEN EVENING
Evening of the 28th JUNE

Find out all about Manor Farm Michelmersh, the animals, the machinery and the work involved.
See where your daily milk comes from.

The Open Evening will be followed by a BBQ

Reserve this date in your diary
Full details in next months Newsletter

In Aid of St Mary’s Church

This is a scheme being promoted by Hampshire
Constabulary to enable residents to monitor the speeds
of vehicles on our roads and to report ‘speeders’ to them.
Registered owners of speeding cars would receive a
letter from the police: repeat ‘offenders’ would be visited.
The scheme is ‘educational’ – no prosecutions could
result – and it has been found to be effective in other
villages in Hampshire in reducing the numbers of
vehicles exceeding the speed limits.
How does it work?  A village has a portable roadside
sign that displays a vehicle’s speed to the driver and
also on a remote tablet (see www.ca-traffic.com). The
sign is attended by a team of 3 volunteers who record
the details of vehicles exceeding the speed limit; these
details are then passed to the police.  The system costs

around £2500, and would be shared between several
areas (perhaps 3 villages).
The Parish Council had been invited to join the scheme.
We do have problems with speeding, particularly on
Stockbridge Road and New Road, and this may be one
way of doing something about it.  However, there is a
cost involved and it would need teams of volunteers
prepared to set up the system and record details for
(say) sessions of 1-2 hours, twice a week and for 2
weeks in every 6.  Volunteers would be provided with
training  and would be covered by insurance.
If you have any views on whether we should join
this scheme, and/or whether you might be willing to
volunteer to help to operate it, please contact the
Clerk on 01794 367289

ROMSEY COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH SCHEME
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First a look back to Christmas before we
look forward. I'd like to thank Wendy
Lucas for organising the Travelling
Crib. I am not sure, at the time of

writing, how many families made use
of it, but we hope it was enjoyed by all who
did. As ever, the church was beautifully

decorated for Christmas, and we thank all those who
worked so hard to do it for us. Apologies to those who
were disappointed at there being no Christmas Day
service this year: this was simply due to the way the
days fell and is not intended to be a precedent.
That is a good link to looking forward: each year the
church looks lovely for Easter too, but fewer people
seem to see it. This year we are intending to hold an
open day on the Saturday AFTER Easter, from 10am-12
noon so people can pop by and admire the Easter
flowers. Also we will have tea/coffee and cakes. Easter
is a little early this year, so we will have the heating on if
needed!

Speaking of flowers, the Snowdrops will be at their best,
I think, in a week or two. They are slowly spreading in
the old part of the churchyard. It must be a good and
undisturbed environment for them.
On a sad note, we had the funeral of Jim Pile a little while
ago. Our thoughts and prayers are with his family at this
time.
And finally, we have a favour to ask of someone:
Clarissa Smith has kindly been our treasurer for a few
years now, but would like someone else to take over the
administrative part of the role. She has kindly said she is
happy to do the Legwork, as it were, of running the cash
book and taking money to the bank. The legal side of
things gets more complex every year, and it would be
nice to have someone with a financial background to
oversee things. So, if anyone out there feels able to help,
we would be very grateful.

Dr John Glasspool
PCC Secretary and Churchwarden

                                                01794 368017

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH TIMSBURY

Four of us from the Test Valley went on a shoebox
distribution trip to Bosnia in January, which was an amazing
experience for everyone.  We helped members of small,
protestant churches deliver boxes in their local communities,
this meant minibus drives throughout the country, with
seemingly beautiful winter countryside until you see
bombed out buildings and burnt out remains of family
homes. We met missionaries from Brazil and Costa Rica
working with children & teenagers living in awful conditions
in Roma settlements, and families in remote mountain
villages with very basic amenities. We were forced to stop
by villagers wanting a box even though they weren’t on the
list, and met those living on the streets or in dysfunctional
family situations. Abdullah said “We are very smiley when
you come and very sad when you leave”. Children who had
never had a shoebox before, whose eyes lit up with joy from
those gifts, given to them by strangers, who expected
photos in return, and families enjoying the fun of seeing

their children receive a shoebox c/o Santa Claus with a
Samaritan’s Purse badge on! We’ve seen churches
energised by their faith and running social projects to help
those, devastated by the Balkan wars, have the courage to
live once again. Thank you again if you managed to send a
box to children such as these.
Overall this year the UK sent 970,000 boxes and
internationally the 100th millionth shoebox has been
delivered by Operation Christmas Child since 1990. Wow
and well done. For up to date news and other stories
please see www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/Blog or
www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk. Here at home the
numbers of shoeboxes distributed by the Eastleigh
warehouse were as follows: 8,070 shoeboxes to Swaziland,
16,272 shoeboxes to Belarus, 8,944 to Romania making a
total of 33,286 boxes, well done and thank you.

Registered volunteers Julia Barnett, Pam Gravenor,
Mary Savage and Fred Tucker

SAMARITAN’S PURSE: OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
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Sue Leadbetter, former occupant of ‘Crystols Palace’ is
probably enjoying the sun now back in her homeland,
New Zealand, wondering whether she will ever make it
back to old Blighty.
She arrived in 2008 expecting to be able to freely travel
Europe on her arrival, until she was told that her 4 year
old daughter, Maisy, should be in school…(oops). Not
that she let that faze her. She immersed herself into
village life. Maisy enrolled in Awbridge School, and soon
Sue was involved with the PTA, and helping in class
sharing her wealth of experience as a primary deputy
head back in NZ. Angus started at Timsbury Pre-school
and again Sue joined in. There was also The Ark toddler
group in Awbridge, as well as Awbridge Young Church
and probably a host of other organisations, too many to
mention. Her enthusiasm knew no bounds. With the
pre-school Sue was instrumental in fundraising and
planning the community garden. She got the whole of
New Road to collect Sainsbury’s and Tesco’s vouchers
for the Pre-school. In 2010 Angus joined his sister at
Awbridge and another chapter of parental involvement
began (if it ever stopped). She even supplied some new
reading books all the way from New Zealand.
This year she was also involved in the early planning of
the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations . Her parents, Bruce &
Helen, always supportive of their daughter and whilst
over here also threw themselves into the village life
manning stalls and bbq’s where needed.
The last couple of years were not without their challenges,
even when she was recovering from cancer and going
through chemotherapy she was always upbeat. But
finally, it was time to go home….
So, one evening just after New Year, a couple of us sat
down and thought that it would be nice to have a leaving
party for Sue before she returned to New Zealand. She
has touched and blessed so many in the 5 years she has

been here. A quick tally of numbers soon indicated that
this would outgrow someone’s house so a phone call to
the hall warden confirmed the 25th January was free and
we were off. Emails were sent indicating what we were
doing and that it was to be a surprise. We asked for a
plate of food/nibbles and a bottle and for the message to
be passed on to all who knew her. The email went viral!
Another friend of Sue’s agreed to be in charge of getting
Sue to the hall and to ensure that a babysitter had been
arranged for Maisy & Angus.
I had no idea how many to expect, despite getting emails
from people I had never heard of. People sent me photos
of Sue during her time here, and we made a small display
of them. Bev Hillier bought a scrap book for everyone to
write their messages to her and we waited. Just before 7
everyone started arriving, and what a good job we hired
the hall. The film, Field of Dreams springs to mind when
they said, ‘Build it and they will come’…
We arranged it and they came. At 7.30 Sue finally arrived,
a little shell shocked and clearly overwhelmed, but she
held it together and was able to say her goodbyes to
everyone. She had had no inkling of the party, despite a
confession from Maisy two days later that she had known
all about it but had not said a word… Wow!
The evening was huge, and this all has to be a credit to
Sue. It has been a pleasure and a privilege to know her.
Big thanks must go to the Jubilee Hall committee
(another organisation on which Sue was involved) who
agreed to waive the hall hire fee for the evening). We
wish her well in New Zealand and hope that she and the
children quickly settle back into Kiwi life.
So long mate! Adieu xx

Julia Loescher
Photos can be found at
www.photoboxgallery.com/katiehardyphotography

SUE’S SURPRISE LEAVING PARTY
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ST. MARY'S, MICHELMERSH   ~   ST. ANDREW'S, TIMSBURY
in the United Benefice of Braishfield

Rector:  The Rev Canon Steve Pittis
The Rectory, Braishfield

Telephone: 01794 368335/01794 878020
braishfield@gmail.com

Day off Friday

Easter – the day death died

Central to the Christian faith is belief in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Not as some made up fairy-
tale by the early Christians who wanted a ‘happy-ever-after’ ending to the story of Jesus, but as a real event.

The Resurrection of Jesus is the heart of the matter

Everything we believe as Christians stands or falls on this one fact. If Jesus did not rise from the dead, Christianity
is a deception, an utter waste of time and church is pointless!
Christianity doesn’t claim that Jesus was a good teacher; it asserts that in the person of Jesus, God broke into his
world to carry out his rescue plan for humankind, to deal with the problem of human selfishness and to destroy
death.

THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS IS A FACT OF HISTORY

It’s not a way of saying Jesus’ teaching and influence lives on, but rather an event that happened at a place and
time in history, that is attested by all the evidence and that has utmost importance for every person in every genera-
tion in every place. Some people say resurrections can’t happen - but the evidence leads us conclusively to the
truth that Jesus rose!

THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS SHOWS HIS CLAIMS ARE TRUE

Jesus made his credibility hang on the resurrection. He made amazing claims – “if you’ve seen me, you’ve seen
the Father; I and the Father are one; I am the way, the truth and the life’. If he had stayed dead, we would have to
conclude that he was, at best, deluded, at worst, a liar and conman. But the resurrection vindicates and validates
his claims.

THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS MEANS THERE IS HOPE FOR THE FUTURE

So how do we know there is hope; a future beyond the grave?
Jesus said: “Fear not, I am the first and the last and the living one; I died and behold I am alive for evermore, and I
have the keys of Death and Hades”

Jesus declares that there is a definite existence beyond the grave, and that those who put their trust in him need
not fear death. That tremendous truth, that Jesus has defeated death by his resurrection, means death is not the
last word, but that there is hope beyond the grave. Not a vague hope, but a certain expectation based on a solid
fact.

NB Trusting in Jesus isn’t just an insurance policy that matures when you die! The emphasis is on a new quality of
life that God gives now, which finds its full expression beyond the grave.

The Christian life is hard at times. Christians are not immune from troubles. We can become disillusioned, disheart-
ened. What’s the point of keeping on in my faith? Remember the hope that we have. What’s at the finish of this life
is infinitely worth the struggles on the way. Stick at it, commit yourself to Christ and live for him daily.

Steve Pittis
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CHURCH SERVICES
March/April 2013

St Mary’s, Michelmersh and St Andrew’s, Timsbury
Also All Saints Braishfield, St John’s Farley Chamberlayne and All Saints Awbridge

Details are understood to be correct when printed.
V

COMPLETE UP TO DATE DETAILS OF ANY LAST MINUTE CHANGES TO SERVICES, CAN BE FOUND IN
THE UNITED BENEFICE MAGAZINE‘FIVE ALIVE’ AVAILABLE FROM ALL CHURCHES, PUBLISHED

MONTHLY & THE VILLAGE WEBSITE

Michelmersh  Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge

March
Friday 1st United Service

 with URC

Sunday 3rd

3rd of Lent
9.30 am

Morning Prayer
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
8.00 am

Holy Communion
9.30 am

Family Service

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy Communion

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 10th

4th of Lent
Mothering Sunday

6.00 pm
Holy Communion

11.00 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Morning Prayer

8.00 am
Holy Communion

9.30 am
Morning Worship

Sunday 17th

5th of Lent
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
10.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
11.00 am

Family Service
9.30 am

Holy Communion

Sunday 24th

Palm Sunday
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
9.30 am

Holy
Communion

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am
Family Worship

Thursday 28th

Maundy Thursday
7:30 pm

Holy Communion +
Washing of feet

Friday 29th

Good Friday
7:30 pm

Choral Service
9:30 am

Hour at the Cross

Sunday 31st

Easter Day
6.00 pm

Easter Praise with
Holy Communion

11.00 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Family Holy
Communion

11.00 am
Holy Communion

9.30 am
Holy Communion

April
Sunday 7th

2nd of Easter
10.00 am

United Benefice
Holy Communion

6.30 pm
First Service

Sunday 14th

3rd of Easter
6.00 pm

Holy Communion
11.00 am

Family Service
9.30 am

Morning Prayer
8.00 am

Holy
Communion

9.30 am
Morning Worship

Sunday 21st

4th of Easter
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
10.00 am

Holy
Communion

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

11.00 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Holy Communion

Sunday 28th

5th of Easter
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
9.30 am

Holy Communion
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
9.30 am

Family Worship

Michelmersh  Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge
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MICHELMERSH AND TIMSBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
The New Year was welcomed in with a fascinating talk
on “Gardeners Latin” by Victoria Ennion. An experienced
garden designer who, having worked in West London,
moved to Winchester in 2009 where she setup
Crowsfoot Gardens specialising in garden design and
restoration. These ranging from small town courtyards to
much larger country gardens and teaching at West Dean
College.
In her talk she described how the language of naming
plants goes back many hundreds of years and often
involves combining their origins in both Latin and Greek.
Carl van Linnaeus was a Swedish botanist, physician,
and zoologist, laid the foundations for the modern
scheme of binomial nomenclature. Gilbert White the
English botanist, also of the 18th Century, curate of
Selborne, was one of the first English Naturalists to
make observations of his surroundings and record them
systematically. His resulting book ‘Natural History and
Antiquities of Selborne’ (1789) is one of the most
published in the English language.*
On February 11th the Society’s AGM was opened by the
Chairman, Jane Chambers, reporting that the Society
had continued to attract new members in an
unpredictable year, weather-wise. She thought this is
because word is getting around that we not only have
interesting events and speakers, but also that our
members are very welcoming.  The Committee is always
open to new suggestions with regard to our programme
and if anyone would like to take a more active role in the
Society, don’t hesitate to let us know.
Speakers during the past year have covered a wide
variety of topics including marvellous photographs of
fungi, flowers and insects taken by Maurice Pugh of the
Ringwood Natural History Society. Patricia Elkington’s
knowledgeable talk on ‘The secret gardens of
Hampshire’ certainly did not disappoint either. Gerald
Ponting’s beautifully illustrated talk on ‘Ladies Smocks &
Bachelor’s Buttons’ made us dredge up our memories
for traditional names and stories associated with wild
flowers.   In September Kevin Hobbs gave a fascinating
talk on the work of Hillier Nurseries and in October Diane
Hargreaves reminded us of all the hard work that had

gone into making King John’s House garden what it is
today. Our final talk of 2012 was also an inspiring one
given by Jonathan Huet on Ancient Woodlands.
Our shows all went remarkably well, despite the fact that
the weather was so appalling and the Judges were
amazed we had managed to show anything at all.   We
raised £651 at the Plant Sale which although less than
last year, in view of the aforesaid weather, seemed like
a minor triumph. As usual, half of this amount was given
to the Jubilee Hall.
My thanks again go to all our judges and the Speakers
who give their time to help make the Society a success.
Thank you too to Sue and Peter Pritchett-Brown who
continue to give so much support to the Society in their
respective roles as President and Accounts
Examiner/Publicist/Photographer. Lastly, but certainly
not least, I would like to thank everyone on the
Committee for the splendid job they all do and I look
forward to working with them to provide yet another
interesting horticultural year.
The Treasurer Kath Davis reported on the Society’s
finances stating that to keep membership fees at the
present level relied on the success of the Annual Plant
Sale, this year to be on 18th May.
The committee was re-elected en bloc with the exception
of Wendy Thorpe who had retired.  John Chambers took
the opportunity to thank the committee for their efforts.
Following the AGM Ray Broughton told members about
‘Companion Planting’.  Ray, a Fellow of the Institute of
Horticulture and a lecturer for the RHS spoke with great
humour and very much interest.  He mentioned how the
market range of insecticides is  reducing from over 300
to 20 and fungicides from 78 down to 4. With a wide
range of brilliant hints and tips, even to the use of Heinz
tomato sauce, cream from gold top milk etc.  *Society
members will be able to obtain lists of his enormous
variety of sound advice shortly.
The Society continues with the Spring Show on March
25th followed on April 8th by Susan Campbell describing
Queen Victoria’s Kitchen Garden at Windsor.

Peter Pritchett-Brown
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PARISH COUNCIL
Planning
The Parish Council has reviewed a number of planning
applications during the last two months. The Council
considers all planning applications for developments in
the parish and reports to Test Valley Borough Council or
Hampshire County Council (on applications relating to
minerals or waste) who determine the applications.

Planning Applications
The Parish Council raised no objections to the following
planning applications:
13/00132/FULLS
Proposal: Proposed two storey side extension, side
porch & internal alterations (revised application to
planning  permission 12/02331/FULLS)
Site: The Barn, Hill Farm House, Rudd Lane, Upper
Timsbury
12/02457/FULLS
Demolish existing brick-built flat roofed single story
garage on boundary of property.  Replace with log cabin
of 29 sqm having dual pitch roof to serve as
garden room and workshop Riverdance, Stockbridge
Road, Timsbury, Romsey
No objections were raised, however any comments from
the neighbouring property, 'Barn End' be taken into
consideration.
Variation of Condition 19 of Planning Permission
10/01992/CMAS
Ace Liftaway, The Waste Centre, Yokesford Hill, Romsey
It was agreed that the Parish Council express
reservations with regards to the noise report, but do not
object to the application in principle.
Decisions on previous planning applications are
recorded in the Parish Council minutes or can be found
on the Test Valley Borough or Hampshire County
Council websites.

Planning Updates
Hampshire Minerals and Waste Plan – Michelmersh
Brickworks
On behalf of The Parish Council, SPP Planning
Consultants submitted a written representation objecting
to the current amendments proposed in the Hampshire
Minerals and Waste Plan with regards to clay extraction
by Michelmersh Brickworks.  The Inspectorate has
raised several questions relating to this issue which will
be reviewed at the resumed Public Hearing.   It has been
agreed that the Parish Council will submit  further written
representations by the 18th February and that both the
Parish Council and SPP will attend the hearing to take
place on 14th March 2013.  All representations can now
be viewed on the Hampshire County Council website at
http://consult.hants.gov.uk/portal

Bridle View, Stockbridge Road  – 1 Gypsy Pitch-
Planning Application 12/02318/FULLS
More than 50 residents attended the Southern Area
Planning Committee at Crosfield Hall on 8 January.
Parish Council Chairman Bob Davis and our Planning
Consultant Andrew Partridge  explained our objections
to the application.   Our Ward Councillor Tony Ward
made robust points in support of a refusal and, after
lengthy debate, the Committee decided unanimously to
refuse the application on the grounds that the
development would have an adverse and detrimental
impact on the landscape, character and visual amenities
of the area.  The applicant has the right to appeal
against the decision.

Community Issues
Tree Topping
Thank you to James Parker, Awbridge Arborist,  for
topping the row of trees on the recreation ground.  It is
the intention that the two young hedges planted on
either side of the tree line will one day form one
continuous hedgerow to provide shade and a natural
boundary between the playground and the sports field.
Hedge Trimming
Thank you too to Clive Jones for trimming the boundary
hedge between the A3057 and the recreation ground.
Telephone Box Window
Following the breakage of one of the window panes in
the telephone box at the top of New Road, I am pleased
to say that the pane has now been replaced.
Lengthsman Tasks
With Spring approaching, please let me know if you see
any maintenance tasks around the village which would
be suitable for the Lengthsman to complete.  We are
allocated approximately eight hours a month and
therefore need to make the most of it.  Please feel free
to call me with your suggestions on 01794 367289 or
email: mtparishclerk@btinternet.com

Parish Council Updates
If you are interested in receiving emails about Parish
Council related issues i.e. planning updates, meeting
agendas, supporting documentation and subsequent
minutes, please email me.  Please also keep in mind that
Parish Council meeting agendas and minutes can be
found at www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

The next scheduled Parish Council Meeting will be held
on 27th March 2013

Katie Hardy, Parish Clerk
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HERON INTERIORS

All Soft Furnishing requirements
catered for

Curtains/Loose Covers/
Blinds/Valances/Pelmets/etc

Wide range of fabrics available
Track and pole fitting

Painting & Decorating service available
Home visits

Competitive prices

??
?
??TICKET

Kath Davis 368118
tickets@michelmershandtimsbury.org

£7

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY JUBILEE
HALL

REG. CHARITY NO 287890

SATURDAY 23 MARCH
7:30pm

Teams of 8 (ideally)
You are invited to bring your own drinks



Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter March/April 2013

11

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY CARE GROUP
If you need a lift to your appointment with the doctor, dentist or hospital we are here to help

Jane Finnimore    368349        Johanna Koscian         368577               Bryony Murphy 368355

This has been my first year as Chairman of the
Committee. I would like to thank all the members of the
committee for the support and hard work that goes into
managing the hall. Special mention, as always, to our
Hall Warden Sarah Medley, who ensures that the hall
runs smoothly on a day to day basis dealing with
enquiries; bookings; hirers; cleaning; and catching little
maintenance jobs before they become costly.
2012 saw the hall continuing successfully as a key
facility for the village. It played a role in hosting parts of
the Diamond Jubilee celebrations. The hall continues to
be the venue for the many arts and community groups
that use it as a base, many of them having members
from within the village and the surrounding parishes. We
are grateful for their on-going patronage and donations,
especially HortSoc’s donation from the plant sale,
Viewfinders annual fundraising evening, and the Parish
Council Diamond Jubilee donation. The preschool
added an hour to Tuesdays and have improved
numbers for this school year ensuring they will continue.
The new website for reviewing hall availability and
providing contact and charging details for enquirers has
clearly had an impact on occasional hiring, with a nice
step up in use of the hall at weekends for children’s
parties and so on. We would like to encourage residents
of the village to make use of the hall, it is a facility there
for us all to use.
The hall remains on a solid financial footing with
accounts finishing the year with a healthy operating
surplus, much of it due to excellent fundraising efforts in
2012, generosity of regular user group donations, and
an increase in occasional hiring. I would like to thank the
committee and others in the village for the support in

organising and attending some of the fundraising events
and making them a success, good fun as well as helping
balance the halls books. The Forest Forge show ‘The
Phoenix and the Carpet’ proved a very popular evening,
the Fish n’Chip Quiz was well attended, and we were
blessed with a lovely evening for the village BBQ which
was thoroughly enjoyed by all.
The community garden continues to be a valuable asset
to the hall and the village, plans are well progressed for
the addition of a gazebo. Thanks go to all the people
who gave of their time to help maintain the garden
during a damp 2012.
Work continues on finalising the wording for the update
to the hall charter and the lease of the hall land from
Parish Council. I would hope we can get these both
finalised in 2013. Also some of our major refurbishment
plans made progress, albeit slower than we would all
like. The replacement of the boiler with a modern gas
boiler is in hand, with the new supply laid early January
2013. Funding support has been committed by the
Parish Council and we are waiting for the responses
from TVBC and HCC for whether they have allocated us
grant funding. This project will clearly be a major step in
modernising the hall and ensuring reliable heating for
years to come. In 2013 we will need to look at the list of
projects such as replacing the patio doors, upgrading
window dressings, as well as our on-going small
maintenance items.
I look forward to another busy and successful year in
2013 and know I can rely on all the committee for the
continuing support.

Nick Bone

JUBILEE HALL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2012

The Jubilee Hall continues as the centre of activity for a
number of organisations, being used every weekday
and most evenings regularly and hosting parties for
children and adults at the weekends.
On the 1st February the Hall Committee welcomed the
Forest Forge Theatre Company, who presented their
winter production.  Although not traditional pantomime,
this show was suitable for children as young as 5.  A
good number of children joined parents and
grandparents making the evening a happy occasion.
The performance, based on Joan Aiken’s book ‘Midnight
is a Place’ was full of life and adventure, with of course
a happy ending. We are always amazed at the skill in
which 4 actors can perform a play with far more
characters – in this case I understand the number was
20.

The hall committee has secured grants from HCC, TVBC
and the Parish Council to help with the cost of a new
heating system.  This has been a long time in the
planning but is now on the move.  Gas has been
installed and a new boiler will be fitted during the Easter
holiday, when the hall will not be in use.  The old ugly oil
tank can them be removed.  There are always small
maintenance tasks needing doing; if you have a skill that
may be useful – painting, woodworking, etc – and would
be willing to give an hour or two of your time, please give
me a ring, so we can ask you when necessary.
The Committee held its AGM in January, the Chairman’s
report for 2012 follows this report.

Kath Davis, 368118

JUBILEE HALL NEWS
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VIEWFINDERS OF ROMSEY CAMERA CLUB
The highlight of our club programme in March is our
annual fundraising effort for the Jubilee Hall funds –
a small appreciation for the excellent facilities we
enjoy there.  Guy Edwardes gives a very enjoyable
presentation on how to take better landscape and
nature photographs, and this will be of interest to
the wider public as well as serious photographers –
it should be an excellent evening as Guy will amuse
you as well as give you tips for improving your
photographs.  Please come along and support our
evening!
The Les Fredericks trophies are being awarded on the
12th March, annual trophies awarded in honour of a
former member who liked to encourage creative
photography.  Each year there are set subjects for both
prints and digital images – this year it is ‘Urban
Landscape’ for prints, and ‘Patterns in Nature’ for
projected digital images.  This is always an interesting
evening, as there is often a wide interpretation of each
subject, and all entries will be newly created for the
evening.
In addition to evenings run by our own members, which
are often really enjoyable, and an assessment evening,
in April the landscape trophies will be awarded for both
prints and digital images.  This is a subject that many of
the members enjoy, although it is not always easy to find
the best lighting conditions to create a really good image.
Perhaps Guy Edwardes talk for the Hall Fundraising
Evening will offer some inspiration to members!

The image included for you here is “Winchester
Cathedral Nave” by David Kidd, that scored maximum
marks in a recent assessment.
As usual you are very welcome to come along to any
meeting that interests you, but, in particular, it would be
lovely to see some of you at the Hall Fundraising
Evening.  For further details about the club, please refer
to our web-site at www.viewfinderscameraclub.org.uk,
or contact Pam Watson, our secretary, at
 secretary@viewfinderscameraclub.org.uk.

Programme for March and April 2013

5 Mar: Taking the Image – an evening run by members
12 Mar: Les Fredericks Trophies - judged by Barry Senior
19 Mar: Hall Fundraising Evening - with Guy
Edwardes – “Taking Better Landscape and Nature
Photographs”
26 Mar: Assessment of members’ prints and digital
images – judged by Barry Day

9 Apr: Choosing the Image – an evening run by members
16 Apr: Presentation to be confirmed
23 Apr: Landscape Trophies – judged by Chris
Hutchinson
30 Apr: Presenting the Image – an evening run by
members

Margaret Kirby Publicity Officer

The children were excited to see the snow arrive this
year and made the most of the community garden by
building a snowman and making snowballs. They have
also been busy with lots of wintery craft activities,
including creating collages to show how to keep warm in
the winter months.
Looking ahead, we will soon be welcoming local resident,
Beth, who is going to visit the preschool with her medical
dog. Beth depends on her dog to help with her severe
diabetes, and she is coming to tell the children all about
how her medical dog helps her. If any other members of

the community have something they would like to show
or talk about then we would love to hear from you.
Please call the preschool on 01794 368976.
The children celebrated Valetine's Day by dressing in
pink and blue. They will also begin preparations for their
Easter concert where they will be wearing homemade
Easter bonnets whilst performing for family and friends,
and enjoying many Easter activities, including an Easter
egg hunt.

Sarah Short-Merrett

TIMSBURY PRESCHOOL
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CRICKET
Looking for an occasional game of cricket?  Can’t spare
the time for a forty-over match?  Don’t have “whites”?
Live in the parish?  Then you might be just who the Club
is looking for!
Subject to suitable fixtures being obtained, the Club’s

“Casuals” team will take the field this summer, after a gap
of perhaps twenty years.  “Non-competitive”, that is
non-league, eighteen-over matches will be played on the
non-turf wicket, mainly on Wednesday evenings.  The
team will comprise over-18s – and there is no reason
why that shouldn’t include ladies!
Suitable opponents are required; and, since few other
clubs run such a side, these will need to be mainly
works-teams.  If, therefore, your employees or employ-
ers can get a team together, and would like a social
evening comprising a game of cricket followed by a pint
at the bar, please contact Robin Goodland on 368849.
Ditto would-be players!  The Club is able to provide
playing equipment for both sides.
If, on the other hand, you are looking for a more serious
game, the Club runs three Saturday men’s teams in

various divisions of the Hampshire Cricket League, plus
a mid-week team in the Border League – and is always
looking for new blood.

-------------------
Social Calendar 2013

Race night 16th March
Quiz 27th April
Quiz 25th May
Quiz 29th June
Quiz 7th September
Quiz 5th October
Quiz 2nd November
Christmas Quiz 7th December

All functions start at 8pm and are subject to change

Call Angie Coleman on 07717651116 to book your
place

SPORTS CLUB

By kind invitation of Mr and Mrs Saunders-Davies and
with the support of Mrs Dorothy Baverstock, Mayor of
Test Valley, we are delighted to announce our Great
British Garden Party event to be held in the gardens of
Island House, Greatbridge on Sunday 12th May. The
stunning gardens of Island House will be open, and tea
and cakes served as the band performs a concert of

music for an early summer afternoon to entertain you as
you enjoy a rare opportunity to explore this beautiful
English country garden. This will be a ticketed event with
details to be announced so please look out for our
posters and publicity in the local press over the coming
weeks and keep the date free in your diaries.

Claire Topp Secretary, MSB

MICHELMERSH SILVER BAND - GREAT BRITISH GARDEN PARTY
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Property Maintenance & Handyman Services
Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating

Wallpapering
Sheds & Fences Erected Painted & Re felted
Grass Cutting, Hedge Cutting & Strimming

Floor & Wall Tiling
Flat Pack Assembly & Small Carpentry Work

Windows & Doors Repaired & Replaced
House & Garden Clearance

Fascia Boards & Gutters Cleaned, Repaired & Re-
placed

Driveways & Paths Repaired & Re surfaced
Kitchens & Bathrooms Fitted

Ground Works & Drainage
Brick work & Repointing work
Collection & Delivery Service

Plus many other areas of maintenance work & odd
jobs carried out

Ben Kington
Telephone : 01794 368536

Mobile : 07866551725
Fully insured References available

Free Estimates



Michelmersh & Timsbury
Diary

March
Sat 9th 9:30-12 Churchyard Spring Clean St Mary’s
Sat 16th 8:00pm Race Night Sports club
Thurs 21st 1:15pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Thurs 21st 7:30pm Friends - A Country Undertaking The Barns
Sat 23rd 7:30pm Quiz Jubilee Hall
Mon 25th 7:30pm Hort Soc - Spring Show Jubilee Hall
Weds 27th 7:30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall

April
Sat 6th 10:00am Coffee Morning -see the Easter flowers St Andrew’s
Mon 8th 7:30pm Hort Soc - Queen Victoria’s kitchen garden Jubilee Hall
Sun 14th 2:30pm Noah’s Ark Jubilee Hall
Thurs 18th 1:15pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Weds 24th 7:30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall
Sat 27th 8:00pm Quiz Sports Club

May June
12th Great British Garden Party 10th Hort Soc
13th Hort Soc 26th Parish Council
18th Plant Sale 28th Manor Farm - Open Evening
22nd Parish Council 29th Sports Club Quiz
23rd Friends AGM
25th Sports Club Quiz

Main Hampshire school holidays:
Easter Holiday 29th March ~ 12th April
Details of Church Services see Page 7

also in the United Benefice magazine ‘Five Alive’ available from all churches
and the Village Website: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Please submit entries for the May/June 2013 issue by Monday 15th April

The Editor would like to express his appreciation & thanks to his wife Johanna and Peta Hunt for proof reading,
and Jane Finnimore and all her team for Distribution.

Every effort is made to ensure that diary details are correct when compiled but confirmation should be obtained from event organisers.
All advertisements & contributions to the newsletter are accepted at face value and the Editor cannot vouch for their accuracy.

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor. © Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter  2013

If any reader has knowledge of stories, anecdotes or the history of our village,

the Editor of this newsletter would most appreciate hearing of them for possible future articles.

Please contact me on either 01794 368577 or mike.koscian@btinternet.com

March/April 2013

The Village Website carries updated information: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org


