
July - August 2013

Items for the Newsletter for September - October 2013 before Friday 16th August please.
Contributions to the Editor at: The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane, Timsbury, SO51 0NW

or preferably email:- mike.koscian@btinternet.com
The Newsletter is produced for the Parish Council and distributed by volunteers every two months

For information contact the Editor, Mike Koscian Tel: 01794 368577

Police
Phone 101

08450 45 45 45 (Ask for the Force
Enquiry Centre)

For urgent calls ONLY use 999
Churches:

St Mary’s Michelmersh
St Andrew’s Timsbury

Rector: The Rev Canon Steve Pittis

Parish Council
Clerk: Katie Hardy  367289

Mtparishclerk@btinternet.com
Chairman: Bob Davis  368118

WEBSITE:  www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

Test Valley Borough Council
Romsey 527700 : Andover 01264 368000

Web site: www.testvalley.gov.uk
TVBC Councillor Tony Ward 01794 389649

Email: cllrtward@testvalley.gov.uk

HCC County Councillor
Andrew Gibson 01264 861138

MP Caroline Nokes: 01794 512132
caroline@romseyconservatives.co.uk

Jubilee Hall  Warden/Bookings 368492

VILLAGE INFORMATION
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Oil Boiler Specialists
· Installation, Servicing and Repairs.
· OFTEC Registered.
· Oil Tank Replacement.

All Plumbing And Heating, From A Tap Washer
To Full Central Heating.

· Power-Flushing
· Solar Heating
· Underfloor Heating
· Full Bathroom Installation
· Over 25 Years Experience

Painter and Decorator

S.J.OXENHAM
4 Chartwell Close

Allbrook, Eastleigh SO50 4PZ
Tel:02380 611673

One Man Business

Established (1967)

Interior/Exterior

No Job Too Small

Estimates without obligation

Reliable Local Tradesman

Maree Welch MCSP SRP BMAS

A friendly personal private service
available at
ALMA RD SURGERY, ROMSEY

· Joint/spinal mobilization,
· Massage, muscle injuries,
· Acupuncture,
· Electrotherapy.
· Whiplash, headaches.
· Sports Injury rehabilitation

Self or GP referrals.

Email: maree.welch@gmail.com
Phone:01794 513422
Mob: 07763466629
Member of Chartered Society of
Physiotherapists.
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VILLAGE WEATHER
Average Overnight Minimum Overnight Average Day Time Maximum Day Time Rainfall

Temperature Temperature Temperature Temperature mm

April 3.9 (4) -2 (-1) 14.1 (13.8) 22 (19) 33 (138)

May 7.4 (9.5) 3 (2) 17.6 (19.6) 23 (29) 55 (61)

EDITORIAL

Last years figures in brackets.

It was with great sadness that I learnt of Gordon Clewer’s death. He was  such a caring friendly  person who will be
sadly missed by the village - More on page 5.
The Horticultual Society (HortSoc) Plant Sale is normally like the January sales. This year there seemed to be less
of you buying. Where were you? As usual this years HortSoc trip was splendid, find out more on page 8. Well done
to John and Jane Chambers for organising it. Similarly what an excellent afternoon the St Andrews Coronation
celebration in the Jubilee Hall was.  And I am not just talking about the afternoon tea and home made cakes. See
the picture on the front page. Thank you to all those involved in organising and running it.
We have the Village Fun Day to look forward to on the 6th July and the Village BBQ on the 9th August. Please
support your village by taking part in these events. Take my word for it - They are both great fun. I am pleased to be
able to announce that  in the Autumn we plan to show films in the Jubilee Hall. These will be managed by the same
company that currently shows up to date block buster films in Romsey Town Hall and Lockerley. Dates arranged so
far are the evenings 11th October and the 22nd November. Further details will follow in the next Newsletter. Please
mark these dates in your diary and come along. All the village events are a great opportunity for you to enjoy yourself
whilst getting to know your fellow villagers. Make the most of them.
Please note that after many years Jane Finnimore has stepped down from the Care Group. Many thanks for all her
hard work over the years. For current contacts see page 11.
Don’t forget to get your electric blankets tested - See page 13. Finally I have been asked to remind everyone to keep
their speed down whilst driving through the village. There are many children, adults and animals throughout the
village so please keep your speed down and ensure your visitors do likewise.

Mike Koscian - Editor
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ST MARY’S CHURCH MICHELMERSH

The AGM on May 23 was attended by some 20 members. The
chairman Tony Roberts reported that we had had a successful
year with many interesting meetings. Last years minutes
(Secretary Dee Tuffill) had been circulated and approved.
The treasurer Roger Wilson reported that £6000 had been
donated towards the Church bells. Both those that had planned
this project for over seven years and those who donated
money were thanked. The bells were now nearly ready to ring
again.
After three years as Treasurer Roger Wilson resigned. The
Chairman thanked him for all his work looking after the
accounts of the friends. The other officers were reelected.
This was the last event as the next year's programme starts in
September. Gill Roberts (events organizer) handed out the
programme for the coming year. These will be available at
meetings and advertised in the village newsletter.
On the 15th June Paul Gardner started by talking about
Dickens life, the bicentenery of his birth was celebrated last

year. 1812 - 1870 dying when he was only 58 years old. He
wrote over 20 novels some of over 1000 pages.
Dickens travelled widely going to Paris and America.
Frequently, he walked 30 miles to London. Included in his other
activities were amateur dramatics, reading his stories, editing
a magazine and prolific letter writing. He was also a social
reformer and a reporter for debates in the Commons.
Paul read from the opening of 'Great Expectations', those who
have only seen plays and films may not be aware of the
wonderful dialogue which had us on the edge of our seats. Also
from 'Oliver Twist' who asked for more. This was thought to be
based on a workhouse in Andover. Dickens started life in
Portsmouth where there is a museum so he will have known
Hampshire well.
It was a really fascinating talk and gave us plenty to think about.
Paul was warmly thanked. I am sorry for those who couldn't
come. The money collected goes towards the bells of
Michelmersh church.

Gill Roberts

FRIENDS

An historic service was held at St Mary’s Church, Michelmersh
on Sunday June 9th. The Rector, the Rev Canon Steve Pittis
welcomed some 50 parishioners and visitors to Holy
Communion and a Service for the rededication of the Bells in
the Church Tower. He thanked two Church Councillors, Peter
Pritchett-Brown & Tom Robley for their contribution in
organising the complex operation. During service the Rector
dedicated the bells which were rung and applauded by the
congregation.
The bells have hung in the church tower since 1769 when they
were rung by a team of bell ringers. The Parochial Church
Council recently decided to automate them and they were
removed for re-installation by the Whitechapel Bell Foundry.
The bells were modified to be locked in position in the tower,
rung electronically and reinstalled. The new system enables
them to be rung appropriately for all Services, Weddings or
Funerals. In addition the clock chiming mechanism is
automated and connected to the Anthorn radio time signal as
accurate as broadcast time signals.

Following the service on Sunday the bells were rung again and
those present celebrated the event with champagne to the
sound once again.

Peter P-B

Jim Grant 1960 One of the last Bell Ringers at St Mary's lived
in Village Cottage Hillview Road and was also "Lengthman"
(Responsible for keeping road edges etc upkeep)

THE BELLS

VILLAGE BARBEQUE

Michelmersh Barns
with kind permission of the Trustees indoors if wet)

Tickets £8, £4 children

Kath Davis 368118 |  John Hunt 368745 |  email tickets@michelmershandtimsbury.org

Friday 9 August - 6:30pm

Plus a donated salad per family group (please advise type of salad)

and Grand Raffle

Proceeds to be shared between
St Mary’s Church, St Andrew’s Church and the Jubilee Hall
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On the 4th June 2013 in the Southampton General
Hospital, after a short illness, Gordon passed away
peacefully, aged 84 years.
The youngest of five sons, Gordon was born in Awbridge
Post Office on the 12th April 1929. Having left school at
age 14, he started a long career as a  farm worker,
initially on the local  Parsonage Farm, then on Yew Tree
Farm owned by the Saunders-Davies family, and then in
1974 for Derek Smith in Timsbury until the early 80’s,
which like the earlier farms,  then ceased agricultural
operations. At this time a change in career, Gordon was
employed at the Wilton Carpet Factory and stayed there
until retiring in 1994. Always ready with a story or
anecdote, particularly of his years ‘on the farm’ Gordon
was good company and any conversation was laced with
his good humour which never ceased to bring a smile.
Throughout his life Gordon was a committed Christian, at
one time being the local representative for the Bible

Society; involved with ‘Missions Abroad’ and his family’s
initiation of ‘Farm4Life’ a charity in Ghana. But perhaps
more well known was Gordon’s caring for and of people
in our community – selflessly always there to give help
whether for aged folks grass-cutting; regular visiting;
giving away produce from his garden or just welcoming
newcomers into the Village, as well as collecting for
Children’s Charities. Everyone seemed to know Gordon;
he was liked and respected by us all. On the 11th June at
the Romsey Christian Centre the church was full to
overflowing with some 130 family, friends and neighbours
who came to join in The Celebration of his Life Service.
The Tributes spoke of his legacy of gratitude; his love of
his family; sense of humour and his Christian devotion.
Gordon leaves his widow, Barbara, who he married in
1955; his three children and their families.

Bob McQuay

GORDON CLEWER OF TIMSBURY -  THE SAD PARTING OF A WELL KNOWN AND
MUCH LOVED PARISHIONER.

The children have been making good use of the garden
at preschool this term and have enjoyed playing in the
shade of the new gazebo. For one week in May the dads
and granddads of the children were invited in to
preschool to spend time doing what the children
normally do, and also showing them some new things.
Thanks to one dad the children had great fun learning
how to dance round a maypole and do line dancing. The
children also got to meet a tortoise. To celebrate the
summer months the children will be taking part in the
Royal Ascot dash, a sponsored obstacle course to raise

funds for the preschool. They will each be wearing their
own special hat for the event.
Looking ahead, the preschool will be holding a teddy
bears picnic for the children and their parents at the end
of term. The leavers will be presented with their folders
containing their artwork, reports and photographs from
their time at the preschool.
The preschool is now taking children from 2 years old
and there are still places available for September. If you
are interested, please contact the preschool on 01794
368976.

Sarah Merrett

TIMSBURY PRE-SCHOOL
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ST. MARY'S, MICHELMERSH   ~   ST. ANDREW'S, TIMSBURY
in the United Benefice of Braishfield

Rector:  The Rev Canon Steve Pittis
The Rectory, Braishfield

Telephone: 01794 368335/01794 878020
braishfield@gmail.com

Day off Friday

Jesus – our security in a changing world
We live in a fast changing world; sometimes the rate of change is bewildering. There are some things that change us
over which we have little control:

TIME CHANGES US
We all become aware of growing signs of ageing in our own bodies. The writer of Ecclesiastes in the Bible put it
bluntly: “Remember your Creator while you are still young, before those dismal days and years come when your
arms will tremble, your legs will grow weak, your teeth will be too few to chew your food, your eyes too dim to see
clearly and your ears deaf to the sound of the street. Your hair will turn white, you will hardly be able to drag
yourself along, and all desire will have gone.”  Great! But it’s true. Time changes us and it’s beyond our control.

Yet Jesus Christ is the same. He doesn’t get tired; his faculties don’t diminish. He is still able to do what he has
always done, so he is a faithful, unchanging, reliable friend.

MOODS CHANGE US
Moods can change very quickly. They depend on circumstances, weather, hormones.
Jesus is not moody; he doesn’t change his attitude of love, compassion and friendship towards us depending on
circumstances. What he was yesterday, he is today, and will be tomorrow; totally reliable.

CIRCUMSTANCES CHANGE US
Illness, celebrity, redundancy, sudden wealth – or loss of it. All these change us.
Jesus is not influenced by what we have done and what we have not done or by the changes in our fortunes or
activities. Nothing I do or don’t do can make him love me more; nothing I do or don’t do can make him love me less.
Nothing that happens to me will change his unconditional love for me. He accepts us as we are and is happy to talk
to us as we are.

DEATH CHANGES US
Death comes home with the death of a loved one and we experience the pain of bereavement. It often forces us to
face up to our own mortality.
But Jesus has beaten death; he’s drawn its sting, its power to harm, and dealt with death and with our
dying.

Those things change us. So where do we find lasting security in a changing world?

Ultimately it’s only found in a relationship with Jesus Christ. He is ‘the same, yesterday, today and forever’
(Hebrews 13 : 8). Jesus can provide total security because:
· He is the Son of God; he shows us what God is like and came to this world to rescue us from sin and selfishness.
· He promises that when we trust him he will be with us always and no-one and nothing can snatch us away from

his care and protection.
· He gives us power to live – the power of the Holy Spirit to show us the way and give us strength to obey.

Only when Jesus takes first place are we secure, whatever else changes.
Steve Pittis
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CHURCH SERVICES
July/August 2013

St Mary’s, Michelmersh and St Andrew’s, Timsbury
Also All Saints Braishfield, St John’s Farley Chamberlayne and All Saints Awbridge

Details are understood to be correct when printed.
V

COMPLETE UP TO DATE DETAILS OF ANY LAST MINUTE CHANGES TO SERVICES, CAN BE FOUND IN
THE UNITED BENEFICE MAGAZINE‘FIVE ALIVE’ AVAILABLE FROM ALL CHURCHES, PUBLISHED

MONTHLY & THE VILLAGE WEBSITE

Michelmersh  Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge

July
Sunday 7th

6th after Trinity
9.30 am

Morning Worship
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
8.00 am

Holy Communion
9.30 am

Family Service

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy Communion

Sunday 14th

7th after Trinity
6.00 pm

Holy Communion
11.00 am

Family Service
9.30 am

Morning Prayer
8.00 am

Holy Communion
9.30 am

Morning Worship

Sunday 21st

8th after Trinity
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
10.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
11.00 am

Family Service
9.30 am

Holy Communion

Sunday 28th

9th after Trinity
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
9.30 am

Holy
Communion

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am
Family Worship

August
Sunday 4th

10th after Trinity
9.30 am

Morning Prayer
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
8.00 am

Holy Communion
9.30 am

Family Service

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy Communion

Sunday 11th

11th after Trinity
6.00 pm

Holy Communion
11.00 am

Family Service
9.30 am

Morning Prayer
8.00 am

Holy
Communion

9.30 am
Morning Worship

Sunday 18th

12th after Trinity
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
10.00 am

Holy
Communion

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

11.00 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Holy Communion

Sunday 25th

13th after Trinity
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
9.30 am

Holy Communion
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
9.30 am

Family Worship

Michelmersh  Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge
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MICHELMERSH AND TIMSBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
The Society has been very busy during May and June:
May 13th 40 plus members were entertained and
instructed by Marina Christopher of Phoenix Plants.
She was trained as an ecologist and is an ardent wild
life gardener. She told us that beneficial insects prefer
single flowers that provide plenty of pollen and nectar,
not the highly bred double blooms, which are often
sterile. Colour is important too, purple and mauve are
loved by bees, and white flowers are enjoyed by moths.
All insects play their part in pollinating, wasps, bees,
beetles and even flies! Marina brought a wonderful
selection of plants to buy and some really useful tools.
Thoroughly enjoyed by all and we left with good
intentions to plant insect friendly plants!

Peta Hunt

A few days later on Wednesday 15th & Thursday 16th

Under the able guidance of John and Jane Chambers,
approximately 20 or so of our members went on a two
day garden tour to North Wiltshire. An inauspicious
start weather-wise (many of us clad in macs and

wellies) developed into an enjoyable and almost sunny
day visiting Bowood House, followed by Biddestone
Manor - which proved to be hard to find! We were
shown round the many walled gardens by the Head
Gardener of Bomont House, and given "free rein" at
Biddestone Manor which was really an arboretum with
a stream and many water features Then the party
moved on to Guyers House Hotel, Pickwick, where we
were thoroughly well looked after for a very reasonable
price..
The following day, after breakfasting very well, we
continued on to Corsham Court Garden, which is part
of Bath University. These extensive grounds had many
very old trees and resident peacocks. Then on to Great
Chalfield Manor and Garden, a medieval manor and
interesting garden, where we had the privilege of being
shown round by the owner. On along some narrow and
windy roads to Freshford Inn for a pub lunch, highly
recommended. Our tour round finished with a visit to
Iford Manor, an Italian Garden on the side of a hill which

was being meticulously reclaimed - a fitting finale to a
most enjoyable tour.

Our thanks go to John and Jane Chambers for
organising everything and for looking after us so well.

Mary Robley
On Saturday 18th May hard on the heels of the tour,
once again the Society’s Plant Sale was a success
raising in excess of £600 thus assisting with the
increasing costs for programme/speakers fees and the
financial burden of running the Society. Opening the
doors to waiting gardeners at 10.am the majority of
plants on sale at bargain prices were soon
disappearing fast! The income as usual will be shared
with the Jubilee Hall.
On Monday 10th June The Rose Show could be
described ‘unusual’ as there were hardly any roses
available to be judged after the unseasonable weather
being experienced. Mr Ben Bulstrode was the judge
faced with this situation for a Society Show. On arrival
with his wife he viewed a severe shortage of entries! He
said that having been a judge for some 50 years it was
the first time he was experiencing shows being
cancelled as a result of delays in the growing season.
Only 20 of our members had braved the situation to
view the meagre collection of entries. Ben he took the
opportunity to discuss the entries in detail and hold an
entertaining question and answer session for members.
The President’s vase for ‘Queen of the Show’ was won
by Eve Earle together with the Kim Hunt Bowl for ther
Bowl of Roses. Peta Hunt won the Lidster Davis Plate
as Overall Winner of Classes 1 – 9.
After the summer break Society events will include a
talk on Monday 8th September at 7.30pm “The Search,
Selection, Trial & Introduction of new, rare and unusual
plants” by Kevin Hobbs followed by a members
competition for the best – “Jug of Flowers”.
On Monday 14th October John Baker will describe the
care and cultivation of ‘Lovely Lillie.

PP-B
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PARISH COUNCIL
Planning
The Parish Council has reviewed a number of planning
applications during the last two months. The Council
considers all planning applications for developments in
the parish and reports to Test Valley Borough Council or
Hampshire County Council (on applications relating to
minerals or waste) who determine the applications.

Planning Applications
The Parish Council raised no objections to the following
planning application:
13/00902/ FULLS
Proposal: Single Storey front extension and single
storey rear extension with replacement balcony
Site: Willow Cottage, Rudd Lane, Upper Timsbury,
Romsey
Decisions on previous planning applications are
recorded in the Parish Council minutes or can be found
on the Test Valley Borough or Hampshire County
Council websites.

Proposed Gypsy Site - Bridle View, Stockbridge
Road
An application for a gypsy pitch on land off Manor Lane
was refused by Test Valley Borough Council in January,
and the applicant has appealed against that decision.
The Appeal will be heard at a Public Hearing or Inquiry –
date to be announced.   The Parish Council is in
discussion with a number of residents to decide on the
best way to present the village’s objections at the Appeal.

Hampshire Minerals and Waste Plan
The Inspector’s Report on the new Minerals and Waste
Plan will be published on 19 June.  The Plan includes
proposals for further clay extraction by the Brickworks.
The Parish Council made representations at the
resumed Hearing (in March this year) to request that the
Plan was amended to allow all options for clay supply to
be properly identified and assessed.  This would enable
the village to make an informed judgement on their
relative adverse impacts.   Depending on the outcome,
further discussions may be required and if any further

action is needed a Parish Meeting will be called to
ensure that residents’ views are fully taken into account.

Community Issues
Recreation Ground Car-Park
Wooden bollards and an emergency barrier gate have
now been installed to create a specified parking area for
those using the recreation ground.  It is hoped that
funding can be obtained from developers’ contributions
(Section 106)  to reinforce the grass surface with
protective matting to enable it to be used in all weathers.

A3057 Tree Planting
The Parish Council is currently looking at possible
funding for the supply, planting and maintenance of a
row of suitable trees along the A3057 on the grass verge
to the south of the Hunts Farm playing field entrance, as
discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting.

Village Blog
A blog has been created for the village to be viewed,
followed, and contributed to by anyone in the village.  It
is a great way to find and post up-to-date information
about village issues and events!  You can find the blog
at www.wordpress.com. You will need to register with
wordpress before you can access the village blog.  The
blog is called 'mandtvillagelife.wordpress.com and the
title is 'Connecting a Community'.  For full instructions on
accessing the blog, please email me and I will send you
a step-by-step guide: mtparishclerk@btinternet.com

Parish Council Updates
If you are interested in receiving emails about Parish
Council related issues i.e. planning updates, meeting
agendas, supporting documentation and subsequent
minutes, please email me.  Please also keep in mind that
Parish Council meeting agendas and minutes can be
found at www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
The next scheduled Parish Council Meetings will be held
on the 24th July 2013 at 7.30pm, Jubilee Hall, Timsbury.

Katie Hardy, Parish Clerk

Plans for the Recreation Ground
Public Meeting – 7.30 pm on Wednesday 17 July

in the Jubilee Hall

Michelmersh and Timsbury Sports Club have produced a plan for the development of the
Recreation Ground, which would provide facilities for a wider range of activities.

The Club will present the plan at this Meeting, to invite your comments and to generate
discussion.

All welcome
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HERON INTERIORS

All Soft Furnishing requirements
catered for

Curtains/Loose Covers/
Blinds/Valances/Pelmets/etc

Wide range of fabrics available
Track and pole fitting

Painting & Decorating service available
Home visits

Competitive prices

If you would like to support this project to help end water
poverty then collect an empty water bottle from Choice
Plants, Timsbury, or All Saints Church, Awbridge and
use it to collect coins for this life-saving, life-changing
work of Samaritan’s Purse. When you have filled your
bottle either count the contents and send a cheque to
Samaritan’s Purse, see label on bottle for details
including Gift Aid info, or bring the bottle back to Choice
Plants with gift aid label on bottle completed.
www.turnonthetap.org.uk
Thank you for your support.
Mary Savage (rep for Samaritan’s Purse) 01794
367908
email: savage@choiceplants.freeserve.co.uk

TURN ON THE TAP, A PROJECT OF
SAMARITAN’S PURSE

Autumn Dates:
Sunday 13 October, 2 30 pm, Awbridge Village Hall
Sunday 24 November, 2 30 pm,  Jubilee Hall,
Timsbury

For more details contact Mary Savage as above

MESSY CHURCH
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MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY CARE GROUP

If you need a lift to your appointment with the doctor, dentist or hospital we are here to help

      Johanna Koscian         368577               Bryony Murphy 368355           Chris Foulger 368570

The Michelmersh & Timsbury Twinning Association has a
very active relationship with Ryes, it’s twinned Normandy
village. In May members enjoyed this year’s regular
exchange visit to France.  Our French hosts met us from the
ferry at Caen and transported us to their village Marie for
the traditional welcoming hospitality.   After visiting our
hosts’ homes we forgathered at the village hall for a
sumptuous dinner.  Wine, delicious food ,speeches and the
chance to see collections of photographs of previous
exchange visits for over 25 years.
The following day we joined a coach for a visit to the
Normandy coast and the delightfully historic seaside town
of Etrat, Haute-Normandie where Bank Holiday festivities
were in full swing.  Having explored the old buildings,
seaside and beautiful chalk cliffs there was a brief coach trip
to a most luxurious hotel. Built as an annexe to an old
monastery we were treated to a celebratory lunch with
welcoming aperitifs luxurious five course lunch with as
much wine as anyone might wish for and speeches!
Then another brief coach trip to Fecamp Abbey, the ancient
home of the world famous drink Benedictine. Said to have

been first created by a monk, we were treated not only to a
conducted tour of the eclectic historic building Benedictine
Palace but to a visit to the only source of the world famous
‘elixir’ Benedictine where, after a taste, we had the chance
of purchasing some!
It was then back to Ryes and a relaxing evening with our
hosts.
The following day it was time to return to the ferry and home
across the Channel but not until the opportunity to go
shopping with our hosts who had been most generous with
all the arrangements for the visit.

Twinning members are now looking forward to their annual
BBQ & Petanque challenge at 2.30pm on Sunday 14th  July
on the Timsbury Recreation Ground.  The Association is
looking to welcome new members to enjoy their regular
activities and competitions - please contact Chris Foulger
Tel: 01794 368570.

Peter P-B

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY TWINNING ASSOCIATION

Early summer has been an incredibly busy time for the
village band with our major fund-raising event at the Island
House in Greatbridge and the 'Brass and Voice Spectacular'
concert in Romsey Abbey at the beginning of June.
The weather gods did not smile on us for 'The Great British
Garden Party & Concert' at the Island House, and having
woken to blue skies and sunshine that morning, the first
drops of rain fell bang on two o'clock as we opened the
gates, and continued throughout the afternoon. The old
adage of "too bright too early" proved true but the deter-
mined stalwarts who braved the rain took shelter under the
boughs of a huge cedar tree or under the gazebos provided
and enjoyed a lovely concert with copious amounts of
delicious home-baked cakes and freely-flowing hot bever-
ages to sustain them. Approximately £1000 was raised for
band funds and the event was thoroughly enjoyed by band
and audience alike in spite of the weather.
Our old friends from The Caldicot Male Voice Choir trav-
elled from South Wales to join us in Romsey Abbey for our
Brass and Voice Spectacular as part of their 50th Anniver-
sary year celebrations, professing the Abbey to be one of
their favourite venues in which to sing, and wishing to
re-new old friendships with MSB. The concert featured
some beautiful music from both choir and band, culminating
in a wonderful joint rendition of the Welsh hymn
'Gwahoddiad'. Band Chairman Adam Smith was presented

with a commemorative plaque by Leon Jones, CMVC Chair-
man. Thanks to the choir's offer to cover its own travel and
performance costs, and a generous donation from Bar-
clay's Bank, band funds will benefit substantially from the
concert.

Planning Update:
I would like to take this opportunity to update you all on the
progress of our plans for the old Band Hut site in Manor
Farm Lane. We had many letters of support for the plans
and would like to thank all of you who took the time to
express your support in writing. We were also very aware
of the misgivings expressed by some of you regarding the
two-storey house proposed in those plans, and took the
decision to withdraw the application before any decision
was made by the Planning Officer, in response to those
concerns. Our developer is currently re-drawing the plans
for a design more sympathetic to the surrounding proper-
ties which will be submitted in the near future, and we hope
that you will feel able to support the revised plans whole-
heartedly. Maximising the value of the land will enable us to
secure the future of the Michelmersh Silver and Training
Bands, and to retain the new Band Hall (the old Timsbury
WI Hall) as an amenity for both villages.

Claire Topp Secretary, MSB.

MICHELMERSH SILVER BAND
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VIEWFINDERS OF ROMSEY CAMERA CLUB
With all the club’s competitions now complete, the last
month of the club year before the summer break in
August finishes with a few evenings where members
have the opportunity to use their cameras, and an
evening looking back on those evenings and a few of
the more successful images obtained. These meetings
are then followed by one of the main social events of
the year – the club barbecue in George Marsh’s lovely
garden at Houghton.
The club year ends with the annual exhibition of
members’ work, once again at King John’s House in
Romsey. It will take place on Saturday 27th and
Sunday 28th July between 10am and 4pm and entry
is completely free. This year it will include both prints
and digital images on a wide variety of subjects.  There
will be something of interest to everyone!  Please come
and see our work – you will be made very
welcome.The image included for you here is a
composite image of features in Romsey Abbey, taken
by Peter Read on a club visit to the Abbey last year.
As usual you are very welcome to come along to any
meeting that interests you.  For further details about
the club, please refer to our web-site at
www.viewfinderscameraclub.org.uk, or contact Pam
Watson, our secretary, at
secretary@viewfinderscameraclub.org.uk.

Programme for July 2013
2 Jul: AGM
9 Jul: Club summer evening outing
16 Jul: Images from walks – an evening run by
members
23 Jul: Club barbeque in George Marsh’s garden
27/28 Jul: the Club’s Annual Exhibition in King
John’s House, Romsey – showing members’ prints
and digital images

Margaret Kirby

VILLAGE FUN DAY
JUBILEE HALL - GARDEN & RECREATION GROUND

SATURDAY 6 JULY - 12 noon
ä Barbecue
ä Tea and cakes
ä Children’s sports and activities
ä Michelmersh Silver Band
ä Preschool raffle

ä New Road Painters
ä Cake stall
ä Have-a-go at croquet with TV Croquet

club
ä Scouts and Cubs
ä Cricket match to watch

Your organisation can still join in - Kath Davis 368118 / kathdavis@btinternet.com
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CRICKET The re-advent of the “Casuals XI” – a.k.a. “The
Wednesday Wallies” – has proved popular.  The team
comprises past and present parishioners of mixed ability, and
at the time of writing has played two matches with two more
planned.
Only the difficulty in obtaining fixtures has prevented more
games being played.  If, therefore, your employees or
employers can get a team together, and would like a social
evening comprising a game of cricket followed by a pint at the
bar, please contact Robin Goodland on 368849.  Ditto would-
be players!  The Club is able to provide playing equipment and
liability-insurance for both sides.
FOOTBALL Subject to suitable fixtures being obtained, the
Club’s “Casuals” team will take the field come September, after
a gap of at least twenty years.  The team will comprise over-18s,
resident in the parish when possible, and will play “non-
competitive” [i.e. non-league] matches on Sunday mornings.
Again, your contact is Robin Goodland, on 368849, if you want
a game or are able to provide opposition.

QUIZZES To avoid clashing with the Village Barbecue, the quiz
scheduled for 29 JUN 13 has been put back one week, to
Friday, 5 JUL 13.  Quizzes scheduled for 7 SEP 13, 5 OCT 13,
2 NOV 13 and 7 DEC 13 remain unchanged, on the Saturday
evenings.
Please phone Angie Coleman on 07717 651116 to book your
place.
CRIBBAGE The Club would like to re-enter a team in the
Romsey & District Clubs Cribbage League for next season,
playing Thursday evenings from September until April, but is
short of a couple of players.  Any-one interested?  If so, Robin
Goodland is your contact.
The Parish Council will call a public-meeting in July, for discus-
sion on the "long-term plans for the Recreation Ground". This
is at the request of the Sports Club, whose presentation will
show how a Multi-use Games Area and/or a tennis-court and/or
a bowling-green could be accommodated on the Ground; how
the parking problems in and around Mannyngham Way could
be solved; and more.

Robin Goodland

SPORTS CLUB

ELECTRIC BLANKET TEST
PROGRAMME 2013

WEDNESDAY 9th OCTOBER
AT ROMSEY FIRESTATION

ALMA ROAD

By appointment only:
TELEPHONE 01962 833 358
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The highlight of the term was the visit of Tony Scrivener,
a highly talented artist from Ferndown in Dorset. The
county has lately  produced many fine artists and we
have been lucky to have made contact with some of the
best and had them visit our group.  Tony was no
exception to this; he showed us computer images of his
work and also brought along some originals.  As well as
talking about his inspiration and starting points he talked
about his techniques and his complete method of
working.  No secrets !  In the afternoon he spoke to
individuals about their work and was most helpful.
In August we once again run our open studio. Artists will
show their work and will also be painting. So come and
see how it’s done. We will be at The Jubilee Hall for three
days August 25th, 26th and 27th and will be open from
11a.m. to 5p.m. each day. All are welcome and artists

will be pleased to talk about their work, sell you a
painting or just an original card…….and it’s free entrance.

Answers to the last quiz;
Titanic was the theme of the Southampton Art gallery
Exhibition (three of our members had work on show)
Wassily Kandinsky was credited with the first truly
abstract painting

Questions;
Who painted ‘The Kiss’ a jewel of a painting?
Who was the Scottish artist from Glasgow School of Art
who was famous for his Art Nouveau work? His wife was
also an artist.
Have you been out to look at any Art lately?

Nat

NEW ROAD ARTISTS

3rd Romsey Scout Group
Invite you to their

At The Jubilee Hall Timsbury on Thursday 4th July 2013 from 7.15pm – 8.30 pm

RSVP Sarah on 023 80 814295
(Please leave a message!)

You are Welcome to Bring a Friend
Local Transport Available by Arrangement
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Property Maintenance & Handyman Services
Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating

Wallpapering
Sheds & Fences Erected Painted & Re felted
Grass Cutting, Hedge Cutting & Strimming

Floor & Wall Tiling
Flat Pack Assembly & Small Carpentry Work

Windows & Doors Repaired & Replaced
House & Garden Clearance

Fascia Boards & Gutters Cleaned, Repaired & Re-
placed

Driveways & Paths Repaired & Re surfaced
Kitchens & Bathrooms Fitted

Ground Works & Drainage
Brick work & Repointing work
Collection & Delivery Service

Plus many other areas of maintenance work & odd
jobs carried out

Ben Kington
Telephone : 01794 368536

Mobile : 07866551725
Fully insured References available

Free Estimates



Michelmersh & Timsbury
Diary

July
Thurs 4th 7:15pm 3rd Romsey Scouts’ Summer Tea Party Jubilee Hall
Fri 5th 8:00pm Sport’s Club Quiz Sport’s Club
Sat 6th 12:00pm Village Fun Day Sport’s field
Mon 8th 7:30pm Hort Soc - Annual Show Jubilee Hall
Sun 14th 2:30pm Twinning BBQ Sport’s Club
Weds 17th 7:30pm Public Meeting - Plans for the Recreation Ground Jubilee Hall
Thurs 18th 1:15pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Sun 21st 1:00pm It’s a knockout Mottisfont - See pg13
Weds 24th 7:30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall

August

Fri 9th 6:30pm Village BBQ The Barns

Sept October
7th Sports Club quiz 5th Harvest Supper
9th Hort Soc 5th Sports Club quiz

19th Lunch Club 11th Movies in Jubilee Hall
19th Friends 14th Hort Soc
25th Parish Council 17th Lunch Club
28th Church Autumn clean 17th Friends

23rd Parish Council

Main Hampshire school holidays:
Summer holiday 24th July ~ 2nd September

Details of Church Services see Page 7
also in the United Benefice magazine ‘Five Alive’ available from all churches

and the Village Website: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Please submit entries for the September/October 2013 issue by Friday 16th August

The Editor would like to express his appreciation & thanks to Peta Hunt and his wife Johanna for proof reading,
and Jane Finnimore and all her team for Distribution.

Every effort is made to ensure that diary details are correct when compiled but confirmation should be obtained from event organisers.
All advertisements & contributions to the newsletter are accepted at face value and the Editor cannot vouch for their accuracy.

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor. © Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter  2013

If any reader has knowledge of stories, anecdotes or the history of our village,

the Editor of this newsletter would most appreciate hearing of them for possible future articles.

Please contact me on either 01794 368577 or mike.koscian@btinternet.com

July/August 2013

The Village Website carries updated information: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org


