
March - April 2014

Items for the Newsletter for May/June 2014 before Saturday 12th April please.
Contributions to the Editor at: The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane, Timsbury, SO51 0NW

or preferably email:- mike.koscian@btinternet.com
The Newsletter is produced for the Parish Council and distributed by volunteers every two months

For information contact the Editor, Mike Koscian Tel: 01794 368577

Police
Phone 101

08450 45 45 45 (Ask for the Force
Enquiry Centre)

For urgent calls ONLY use 999

Churches:
St Mary’s Michelmersh
St Andrew’s Timsbury

Rector: The Rev Canon Steve Pittis
01794 368335

Jubilee Hall  Warden/Bookings 368492

Parish Council
Clerk: Katie Hardy  367289

Mtparishclerk@btinternet.com
Chairman: Bob Davis  368118

WEBSITE:  www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

Test Valley Borough Council
Romsey 527700 : Andover 01264 368000

Web site: www.testvalley.gov.uk
TVBC Councillor Tony Ward 01794 389649

Email: cllrtward@testvalley.gov.uk

HCC County Councillor
Andrew Gibson 01264 861138

MP Caroline Nokes: 01794 512132
caroline@romseyconservatives.co.uk

VILLAGE INFORMATION
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Oil Boiler Specialists
· Installation, Servicing and Repairs.
· OFTEC Registered.
· Oil Tank Replacement.

All Plumbing And Heating, From A Tap Washer
To Full Central Heating.

· Power-Flushing
· Solar Heating
· Underfloor Heating
· Full Bathroom Installation
· Over 25 Years Experience

Painter and Decorator

S.J.OXENHAM
4 Chartwell Close

Allbrook, Eastleigh SO50 4PZ
Tel:02380 611673

One Man Business

Established (1967)

Interior/Exterior

No Job Too Small

Estimates without obligation

Reliable Local Tradesman

Maree Welch MCSP SRP BMAS

A friendly personal private service
available at
ALMA RD SURGERY, ROMSEY

· Joint/spinal mobilization,
· Massage, muscle injuries,
· Acupuncture,
· Electrotherapy.
· Whiplash, headaches.
· Sports Injury rehabilitation

Self or GP referrals.

Email: maree.welch@gmail.com
Phone:01794 513422
Mob: 07763466629
Member of Chartered Society of
Physiotherapists.
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VILLAGE WEATHER
Average Overnight Minimum Overnight Average Day Time Maximum Day Time Rainfall

Temperature Temperature Temperature Temperature mm

December 3.7 (3.1) -2 (-4) 9.2 (8.1) 13 (12) 162 (139)

January 3.9 (3.3) -2 (-4) 9.3 (6.5) 12 (13) 238 (106)

EDITORIAL

Last years figures in brackets.

www.wagtailwalks.com

I hope that by the time you receive this newsletter the horrendous wet weather has left us, and that we make up with
a gorgeous spring and summer. Just look at January’s rainfall at the bottom of this page compared to last year. Our
new venture of films in the Jubilee Hall has, to date, been moderately successful. We could have had a few more
attendees. Let’s hope that our March film Philomena (see page 5) attracts a greater audience. Certainly tickets are
selling well. We will then wait until the darker Autumn evenings before we start again. Remember that if you don’t
support it we will not continue showing films.
Looking forward to the summer, I know that Angie Coleman is working on the second inter village ‘It’s a Knockout’
which Michelmersh and Timsbury are hosting this year. If anyone is interested in joining the committee, helping out
or taking part can you contact Angie at Angiesl8@hotmail.com

Mike Koscian - Editor
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We had our usual Carol Service on
Christmas Eve, and it was nice to
see so many people there. The
church decoration lasted for several
weeks in fact, which has been lovely
to see. We seem to have withstood
the recent exceptional weather
reasonably well- so far! Just a small

leak on the west wall of the church, whose effects we are
slowly covering up.

We are now looking forward to Easter, and as the church
looks so lovely with its decoration, we are planning to
open it to visitors on  26th April between 10am and 12
noon, with some refreshments provided. Please feel free
to come along.

For some time now, we, along with many local churches,
have been collecting food for the homeless. We wait until
we have a reasonable amount and then send it on to a
charity for the homeless in Southampton. If you do wish

to contribute, and it tends to be non- perishable things
like tinned food and dried food, then we would be happy
to receive it. We collect it in church but I am sure any
church member would be happy to take donations and
pass them on.

Many reading this will have heard of the death of
Margaret Mayor just before Christmas. Margaret moved
to a nursing home near one of her sons, in Devon, and
as none of us could get to the funeral because of
extreme weather conditions, we have decided to hold a
Service of Thanksgiving for her life which took place at
3pm Friday on 21st February. Any donations received
will go to Alzheimer's Disease Research. Our last
Rector, Rev Canon  Bruce Kington, who knew Margaret
well, has agreed to take the service with the kind
permission of our current Rector.

Dr John Glasspool-PCC Secretary and
Churchwarden

 01794 368017
E-mail john.glasspool@gmail.com

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH TIMSBURY
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JUBILEE HALL
Friday 7th March

7:30pm

PHILOMENA

A world-weary political journalist picks up the story of
a woman's search for her son, who was taken away
from her decades ago after she became pregnant and
was forced to live in a convent.

Staring
Judi Dench, Steve Coogan,

Sophie Kennedy Clark

Tickets £5, (£5.50 on the door) from
Mike Koscian 368577, Kath Davis 368118

Tickets@michelmershandtimsbury.org

Refreshments will be served before and during the
interval

The children at the preschool have made the best of the
wet weather this winter with lots of jumping in muddy
puddles and stomping through the woods. They have
taken part in many exciting activities based around some
of their favourite books and stories, including We're
Going on a Bear Hunt and The Three Little Pigs. They
recently celebrated Chinese New Year with a week of
themed activities, including making horses and Chinese
lanterns. The children also used chopsticks to sample
some egg fried rice, noodles with different sauces and
prawn crackers.
For Valentines Day the children will be doing some

themed crafts, baking, stories and other activities. To
celebrate Easter, the children and their parents will be
spending the morning together at preschool exploring a
range of activities including an Easter egg hunt, whilst
wearing their homemade Easter bonnets.
We are collecting Sainsburys Active Kids vouchers and
will have a collection box in the village hall foyer. We
greatly appreciate all voucher donations.
The preschool currently has places available for children
from the age of two years. If you are interested, please
contact the preschool on 01794 368976.

Sarah Short-Merrett

TIMSBURY PRESCHOOL
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ST. MARY'S, MICHELMERSH   ~   ST. ANDREW'S, TIMSBURY
in the United Benefice of Braishfield

Rector:  The Rev Canon Steve Pittis
The Rectory, Braishfield

Telephone: 01794 368335/01794 878020
braishfield@gmail.com

Day off Friday

Lent - a time of Renewal

Lent, the six weeks leading up to Easter, is often thought of as a rather grim time of giving things up! But
whilst it’s true that since the early days of the Church, Christians have observed these 40 days as a time
for self-examination and penitence in preparation for the celebration of the great festival of Easter, Lent
actually has at its root the idea of ‘springtime’ – a time of renewal and new life.

I guess we could all do with some springtime at the moment, both in our physical and spiritual lives! So
let’s use Lent to pray for renewal in these particular aspects:

To restore to the original state, i.e. to become more like the people who followed Jesus in the New
Testament. Not that the church then was perfect, it certainly wasn’t, but it was vibrant with spiritual life,
motivated by the love of Christ, spontaneous in sharing the good news of Jesus, serving the local
communities, over-flowing with praise to God, experiencing the power of God and full of the Holy Spirit
and of joy. Not sure that’s an accurate description of today’s church in this country; so we need renewal!

To provide a fresh supply of the living water of the Spirit of God. This may sound rather pointed given
the excessive amounts of water of recent times! But many people are aware of a spiritual dryness in their
lives and churches. Their first enthusiasm for Christ has grown cold and their experience of the love and
power of God is faint. We have been living in the wilderness too long; we need a springtime in the church.

To regain validity or credibility in the sight of the world. It is a tragedy and travesty that the popular
image of the church, especially the Church of England, is of something outdated, boring and ‘precious’.
So often the church seems out of touch with people and irrelevant to the needs of today. What a sad
misrepresentation of Jesus the Servant King who welcomes all people, especially those on the margins of
society, is passionate about social justice, who came to seek and to rescue those who are lost, and who
offers to all ‘life in all its fullness’.

How desperately we need the Holy Spirit to come in renewing power to our churches and communities.

Genuine renewal will always involve a burning away of all that is dead or rotten in the refining fire of the
Holy Spirit. And there will be a thirst for God; longing, desire, yearning, anticipation to know God more
and to serve him in our communities. This is the very opposite of comfortable complacency. It will be
marked by a persistent, humble prayer as we cry out to God “will you not revive us again, that your
people may rejoice in you?”

Let’s try praying that throughout Lent!!

Steve Pittis
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CHURCH SERVICES
March/April 2014

St Mary’s, Michelmersh and St Andrew’s, Timsbury
Also All Saints Braishfield, St John’s Farley Chamberlayne and All Saints Awbridge

Details are understood to be correct when printed.
V

COMPLETE UP TO DATE DETAILS OF ANY LAST MINUTE CHANGES TO SERVICES, CAN BE FOUND IN
THE UNITED BENEFICE MAGAZINE‘FIVE ALIVE’ AVAILABLE FROM ALL CHURCHES, PUBLISHED

MONTHLY & THE VILLAGE WEBSITE

Michelmersh  Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge

March
Sunday 2nd

Last of Epiphany
9.30 am

Morning Prayer
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
9.30 am

Family Service
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
9.30 am

Holy Communion

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Wednesday 5th

Ash Wednesday
7.30pm

Holy Communion
and ashes

Friday 6th

Women’s World
Day of Prayer

7.30 pm
United Service with

URC

Sunday 9th

1st of Lent
6.00 pm

Holy Communion
11.00 am

Family Service
9.30 am

Morning Prayer
8.00 am

Holy Communion
9.30 am

Morning Worship

Sunday 16th

2nd of Lent
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
10.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
11.15 am

Family Service
9.30 am

Holy Communion

Sunday 23rd

3rd of Lent
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
9.30 am

Holy
Communion

11.15 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am
Family Worship

Sunday 30th

Mothering Sunday
10.00 am

United Benefice
Holy Communion

April
Sunday 6th

5th of Lent
9.30 am

Morning Prayer
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
9.30 am

Family Service
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
9.30 am

Holy Communion

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 13th

Palm Sunday
6.00 pm

Holy Communion
11.00 am

Family Service
9.30 am

Morning Prayer
8.00 am

Holy
Communion

9.30 am
Morning Worship

Thursday 17th

Maundy Thursday
7.30 pm

Holy Communion &
Washing of Feet

Friday 18th

Good Friday
7.30 pm

Choral Service
9.30 am

An hour at the
Cross

Sunday 20th

Easter Day
6.00 pm

Eater Praise & Holy
Communion

11.00 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Family Holy
Communion

11.15 am
Holy Communion

9.30 am
Holy Communion

Sunday 27th

2nd of Easter
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
9.30 am

Holy Communion
11.15 am

Morning Prayer
9.30 am

Family Worship

Michelmersh  Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge
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MICHELMERSH AND TIMSBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY CARE GROUP
Wish you a very healthy New Year

If you need a lift to your appointment with the doctor, dentist or hospital we are here to help

      Johanna Koscian         368577               Bryony Murphy 368355           Chris Foulger 368570

The new year started with 31 members and visitors
enjoying an illustrated talk by Jennifer Harmer, garden
historian and member of the Hardy Plant Society.  This
was a return visit for Jennifer so members were
expecting a well presented,  interesting talk – they were
not disappointed.
From John Tredescant (1570-1638) –Tradescantia, to
the present day, (I found a Clematis ‘Prince George’)
including Gertrude Jekyll's pet monkey, Jackanapes, -
Viola ‘Jackanapes’,  plants have been named for people
(and animals).
Jennifer took us on a journey around the garden,
introducing us to the people behind the plants, showing
a picture of the plant with it’s namesake – an interesting
approach, which made the border come alive.  In 1995
the Hardy Plant Society used the subject ‘Who is in our
garden?’ for a display at Chelsea.  Members of the
Society provided the plants and Jennifer had the task of
researching the people and preparing the accompanying
brochure.  At the time she was not able to identify all the
people, some had quite common names, and without a
firstname, or additional information it was not always
possible, but with the help of other keen gardeners she
has been able to add to her initial list.
This was a most enjoyable talk, leaving members keen
to see who was in their garden.
Kath Davis

On February 10th the Society’s AGM was conducted by
Kath Davis in the absence of the Chairman, Jane
Chambers. The Chairman and Committee were re-
elected. Thanks for a successful year to the Chairman
and committee members were expressed by the
President and that the Society had continued to be
successful attracting interesting speakers and visits for
members.
Reporting on the Society’s past year Kath summed up
the activities that had started as usual with the Spring
Show which was surprisingly well attended considering
the appalling weather, our judge James Duckham was
very complimentary over the standard of entries. The

weather for the Plant Sale was also poor but
nevertheless £600 was raised being shared with the
Jubilee Hall. Talks early in the season included subjects
such as Queen Victoria’s Kitchen Garden and another
on planting to encourage bees. In May a visit to gardens
in North Wiltshire which was most enjoyable, particularly
the newly opened kitchen garden at Bowood. There
were few roses ready for the June Show and we were
very fortunate in having as judge Mr Bulstrode he was
most understanding.
For the Mini Show in July  there few vegetables ready,
however the bagged potatoes were a great success,
especially as certain members of the Hunt family
managed to win first and second prized respectively.
Visits had included the garden designed by Gertrude
Jekyll at Greggs School whilst Kevin Hobbs had given a
talk on the introduction of new and unusual plants. Later
in October, John Baker gave an illustrated talk on
fertilizers which sparked an enormous amount of interest,
The Christmas party followed the usual pattern with
much fun being enjoyed by all. The January speaker,
Jennifer Harmer gave us a fascinating insight into the
names of many of our garden plants, who they were
named after and their histories.
Our speaker for the AGM evening Steve Austin, Hillier
Nurseries Product Manager, had gained considerable
experience at the Beth Chatto Garden in Essex before
moving to Hilliers. He gave a most comprehensive talk
describing the features and various aspects including
the Gravel Garden, the Water Garden and Woodland
Walks planted with hostas and ferns. Various questions
were raised by members which he answered in
considerable detail. He had also brought with him a
selection of plants from the nursery which were
purchased by members.
The Society events continue with the Spring Show on
March 24th to be judged by Kelvin Mason followed on
April 14th by “Planting Containers using a variety of
composts” by Bob McQueen. Members are encouraged
to speak to Jo Morgan if they have ideas for future topics.

Peter P-B
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PARISH COUNCIL
Planning
The Parish Council has reviewed a number of planning
applications during the last two months. The Council
considers all planning applications for developments in
the parish and reports to Test Valley Borough Council or
Hampshire County Council (on applications relating to
minerals or waste) who determine the applications.

Planning Applications
The Parish Council has reviewed the following planning
applications in the past two months:

13/02593/FULLS
Proposal: Oak framed walk way
Site:Smallberry Hill, Haccups Lane, Michelmersh,
Romsey
Decisions on previous planning applications are
recorded in the Parish Council minutes or can be found
on the Test Valley Borough or Hampshire County
Council websites.

Stop Press
The planning appeal for a Gypsy pitch at Bridle View,
Manor Lane, Timsbury has been refused.

Community Issues
Lengthsman Scheme
Mr. Richard Wheeler, Village Lengthsman has been
reinstating the wire fencing around the Pocket Park area.
This has been done in order to clearly define the
boundary between the Pocket Park Copse and the
adjacent woodland owned by Hunts Farm.  Please note
that there is no longer access from the Pocket Park onto
the Hunts Farm land.
Housing Needs Survey
The Parish Council has agreed to defer a decision on
carrying out a Housing Needs Survey for a period of six
months.  The Parish Council recognises that there is a
demand for smaller lower-cost houses in the village and
will investigate options for encouraging these to be built.
Recreation Ground Car Park
The Parish Council is obtaining quotations for levelling
and installing interlocking plastic matting on the
recreation ground car park (the grassed area off
Mannygham Way) which has proved unuseable for long
periods during the winter. It is anticipated that the costs
may be funded from developers’ ‘Section 106’
contributions towards community facilities.
Michelmersh Brickworks
Parishioners will be aware that the new Hampshire
Minerals and Waste Plan has been adopted by
Hampshire County Council.  This Plan (which was
opposed by the Parish Council and Test Valley Borough
Council) identifies two fields - School Field and Hillside
Field -   to the west of Haccups Lane where Michelmersh
Brick may extract clay for brick and tile making. The
Brickworks have now submitted a ‘Scoping’ document to
the County Council in advance of making a planning
application to proceed with working on these sites.

The Parish Council is in discussion with the Brickworks
and will keep residents fully informed.  The Brickworks
propose to host a presentation in the Village Hall in
March to explain the proposals.  It is anticipated that a
Public Meeting will be called to discuss the planning
application when it is received  and to inform the Parish
Council’s response to it.
Proposed Solar Farm
The village has recently become aware (via the local
press and a ‘leaflet drop’) about a proposal to install a
solar farm on land to the north of the village.  The
developer’s agent, Solar Planning Limited, presented
the scheme at an exhibition in the Jubilee Hall on 11
February. The Parish Council would like to hear
parishioners’ views on this proposal, which is not yet the
subject of a planning application.  This type of
development does have potential to have adverse
impact on the landscape, to cause reflections and glare
affecting some locations at some times of the day.  Also,
considerable numbers of vehicle movements would
occur during construction. In deciding whether to support
the development we would need to be satisfied that any
impacts were acceptable and would not outweigh the
benefits of providing a valuable additional source of
‘renewable’ energy.

The Parish Precept
At January's Parish Council meeting, the 2014/15 budget
was agreed and the Parish Council voted to keep the
precept unchanged at £15,500 for the next financial year.
(The ‘precept’ is the tax paid on each dwelling in the
parish to fund the parish council’s activities: it is included
in the Council Tax paid to the Borough Council)

Footpaths and Stiles
With the continuing wet weather, some of the village
stiles are showing signs of becoming loose in the ground
or other damage.  Please contact the Clerk if you wish to
report any stile problems.  In order for the public to enjoy
the countryside, stiles are erected and maintained by
landowners who spend time and money in keeping stiles
in good repair. Some stiles have been provided with dog
gates for the benefit of dog walkers.  The owners of
Manor Farm have reported that several of the dog gates
across Manor Farm fields are being removed, leaving
openings through which sheep can escape.   For the
safety of all animals, please be vigilant in ensuring that
these gates are fully closed after your dog has passed
through and report any missing gates to the Clerk.

Parish Council Updates
If you are interested in receiving emails about Parish
Council related issues i.e. planning updates, meeting
agendas, supporting documentation and subsequent
minutes, please email me.  Please also keep in mind that
Parish Council meeting agendas and minutes can be
found at www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
The next scheduled Parish Council Meetings will be held
on 26th March 2014 at 7.30pm, Jubilee Hall, Timsbury.

Katie Hardy, Parish Clerk



Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter - March/April

10

HERON INTERIORS

All Soft Furnishing requirements
catered for

Curtains/Loose Covers/
Blinds/Valances/Pelmets/etc

Wide range of fabrics available
Track and pole fitting

Painting & Decorating service available
Home visits

Competitive prices

The Jubilee Hall committee have hosted 2 events so far
this year.  January saw the return of  Forest Forge
Theatre Company with their Christmas Show, Anne of
Green Gables and in February we had the second of our
Film Nights – Rush, a film about Nikki Lauder, James
Hunt and F1 motor racing in the 70s.  These each raised
a small surplus, which will be put towards hall
improvements.  However, there was room for more
people at both events.  Why not come along to an event
at the hall – you should get a good evening out, with little
travelling, and contribute to your local community.  The
hall is there to be used, and is often available at
weekends for children’s and family parties or other
events.  Check the website:
http://www.michelmershandtimsbury.org/jh_hirecharges.
htm
where you will find an availability calendar or ring Sarah
Medley 369492 for more details and to book.  Two more
events in March  – The film Philomena on Friday 7 and a
Quiz with Fish and Chip Supper on Saturday 28.
Bookings for both now being taken – Kath 368118, Mike
368577 or tickets@michelmershandtimsbury.org

Kath Davis

JUBILEE HALL

??
?
??TICKET

Kath Davis 368118
tickets@michelmershandtimsbury.org

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY JUBILEE
HALL

REG. CHARITY NO 287890

FRIDAY 28 MARCH
7:30pm

£7.50 each
Teams of 8 (ideally)

You are invited to bring your own drinks
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Michelmersh and Timsbury Cricket Club is located at
the Sports Ground in Mannyingham Way. We have 3
adult teams that play each Saturday from May through
to August. In addition we have a team that plays in The
Border League each Tuesday. Several of the adults that
play in our teams have come through from the colts
teams over several years. Our 1st Team opening
batsman has been playing at the club for over 20 years.
As well as the adult teams we have a Colts Section
which provides cricket for both boys and girls from under
9's right through the age range up to under 17's. We
have volunteers who have varying degrees from basic
level 1 coaching who also coach the colts in batting
bowling and fielding. All of the coaches and managers
are CRB checked.
Our Colts teams have had league success throughout
past seasons and all players have the chance to be
nominated to have trials for District and County teams
that also play the summer months. We have had several
players across all colts age groups who have played for
the New Forest District teams, and over the past 2 years
we have been fortunate to have a player selected to play
for the Hampshire Colts Team.
All of the Committee are made up of volunteers made up
of players and family members who are constantly trying

to lift the profile of the Cricket Club and we are always
trying to improve the facilities that we already have.
Maybe you have a company who would be interested in
sponsoring some of our projects at present we are trying
to complete a set of covers to help keep our wicket dry
and useable during the summer and we are looking for
a company to sponsor the plastic covering for this and
have their company logo on them. The clubhouse
provides excellent facilities and is a very pleasant venue
to mull over the highs and lows of the day's play over a
drink in the bar.
We are always looking for new members to come along
and join the teams, all the colts leagues are finished by
the time school breaks up for the summer holidays so if
there are any boys or girls from 7 - 16 years of age that
would like to join us or indeed anyone who would like a
game of cricket. It doesn’t have to be every Saturday but
if we could build up a squad this would be beneficial to
the captains and managers. Alternatively please come
along and support your local cricket team there is a
game played at Manningyham Way every Saturday
afternoon . If anyone would like details then they can
contact Phyllis Hurle @ hurle@btinternet.com or 01794
516538

MICHELMERSH AND TIMSBURY CRICKET CLUB
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VIEWFINDERS OF ROMSEY CAMERA CLUB
Viewfinders of Romsey Camera Club welcome David
Clapp, a specialist in landscape photography on
Tuesday 1st April at 7:30pm in Jubilee Hall Timsbury.

David is an inspirational lecturer and this is a lecture of
his Travels. After visiting over 32 countries in 4
continents during the last five years, David has a huge
range of inspirational travel material, from New Zealand
to popular European city breaks, from the Canadian
Rockies to Hong Kong, with many stories to match.
This lecture will have something for photographers and
non-photographers alike. Visitors are welcome to
attend, entry fee is £7 for non members. Examples of
David's work can be seen on his website
www.davidclapp.co.uk.

Other activities during March and April are as follows:

4 Mar: Something Different - a talk by Fiona Senior

11 Mar: Les Fredericks Trophies – judge Tony Oliver

18 Mar: Club Evening – Creative Use of Photoshop

25 Mar: Assessment Evening – judge Barry Day

1 Apr: Fundraising Evening (£7 entry fee) – a lecture
by David Clapp

8 Apr: Club Evening – a selection of member’s short AV
presentations

15 Apr: Club Evening - Recorded lecture on how to
judge

22 Apr: No meeting.

29 Apr: Landscape Trophy – judge Ken Scott

The images for this edition are "Towering Waves", by
Terry Jamieson, a reminder of the recent bad weather
we’ve had and looking forward to more pleasant times;

“Spring Lamb” by Kerry Sealy.

More information about the club is available on the
club’s web-site at www.viewfinderscameraclub.org.uk
or contact Pam Watson, Viewfinders secretary, at
secretary@viewfinderscameraclub.org.uk.

Harry Borgerson – Viewfinders

Jubilee Lunch Club

Thank you to everyone who has come forward to support the Lunch Club following our appeal.
Your help, and that of the current volunteers, is greatly appreciated.

Mrs Sue York has kindly stepped forward to take over the running & administration
(as I am no longer free to do so) ably assisted by

Bryony Murphy (368355) & Sarah Medley (368492).

We look forward to many enjoyable meals to come.
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After a busy Christmas period, band members had no time to
relax as we prepared for the Yeovil Entertainment contest held
on Sunday 3rd February. This prestigious invitation-only
contest is open only to bands competing in the National
Championship Section, and we were delighted – and a little
daunted – to receive an invitation to take part following our
promotion to the top flight of banding last year.
Playing a twenty minute programme of concert pieces, the
band put on a polished and professional performance enjoyed
by audience and adjudicator alike in Yeovil’s Octagon Theatre.
With most newly promoted Championship bands seeking only
to avoid the ignominy of finishing last in this contest that draws
bands from all over the South, Cornwall, Wales, London and
the Midlands, MIchelmersh Band caused something of a stir in
the brass band world by being placed fourth, beating many top
bands in the process. It really was an immense achievement in
the first-ever Championship contest in MSB’s 128 year history.

In March we travel to Torquay for the West of England
Qualifying Contest for the National Brass Band Championships,
hoping to secure a high enough placing to avoid relegation
back to the First Section – no easy feat given that this year’s
test piece, St Magnus by Kenneth Downie, is acknowledged as
the most difficult to be put before bands in recent years. With
hours of extra rehearsal planned throughout the coming weeks,
it will not be for want of effort if we do not succeed in
consolidating our Championship status.
With planning consent on the Manor Farm Lane Band Hut site
finally secured, and sale of the land imminent, we are also
looking forward to being able to pay off the debts incurred in
purchasing the old Timsbury WI Hall, and to starting the
urgently needed refurbishment and improvements needed to
the Hall. All in all 2014 has got off to an exciting and successful
start for MSB – long may it continue!

Claire Topp

MICHELMERSH SILVER BAND

An exciting start to the New Year with the offer of an exhibition
at Hillier’s arboretum in October. This has been a popular
venue for exhibitions for some years now and we feel
privileged to have a chance to show our work. This will take
place for the whole of October. In view of this we have felt it
wise to cancel our open studio for this year, come and see us
at Braishfield instead.
In mid February we have a visit from David Whitehead. A
prominent lecturer and painter, who will be featuring the work
of the St. Ives’ painters in his illustrated talk.
This term we are all working on a project entitled ‘Peace and
Tranquillity’ which is difficult to put onto  a canvas without
using hackneyed images. The result of this project will be part
of our Hillier’s show.

We have been without our Chairman, Ann Dawkins most of
this term and wish her a speedy recovery from her hip
replacement operation
Quiz;
How many Dutch artists can you find whose name begins with
Van or has it in his name e.g. Vincent Van Gogh (you would
have all got that one)
Answers;

1. Dante Gabriel Rossetti
2. Art Deco in the 1930’s
3. Picasso invented Cubism along with his colleague

Georges Braque
Best wishes, try to keep your feet dry

Nat

NEW ROAD ARTISTS
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Property Maintenance & Handyman Services
Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating

Wallpapering
Sheds & Fences Erected Painted & Re felted
Grass Cutting, Hedge Cutting & Strimming

Floor & Wall Tiling
Flat Pack Assembly & Small Carpentry Work

Windows & Doors Repaired & Replaced
House & Garden Clearance

Fascia Boards & Gutters Cleaned, Repaired & Re-
placed

Driveways & Paths Repaired & Re surfaced
Kitchens & Bathrooms Fitted

Ground Works & Drainage
Brick work & Repointing work
Collection & Delivery Service

Plus many other areas of maintenance work & odd
jobs carried out

Ben Kington
Telephone : 01794 368536

Mobile : 07866551725
Fully insured References available

Free Estimates



Michelmersh & Timsbury
Diary

March

Fri 7th 7:30pm Film - Philomena Jubilee Hall
Sat 8th 8:00pm Sport’s Club Quiz Sport’s Club
Mon 10th 7:30pm Hort Soc - Jubilee Hall
Thurs 20th 1:15pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Weds 26th 7:30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall
Fri 28th Jubilee Hall Quiz incl Fish & chips Jubilee Hall

April

Sat 12th 8:00pm Sport’s Club Quiz Sport’s Club
Sun 13th 10:00am Twinning Treasure Hunt Comrades Club
Mon 14th 7:30pm Hort Soc - Jubilee Hall
Thurs 17th 1:15pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall

Weds 23rd 7:30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall
Sat 26th 10:00am Coffee and Easter Flowers St Andrew’s Church

May June
12th Hort Soc 9th Hort Soc
15th Lunch Club 19th Lunch Club
28th Parish Council 25th Parish Council
30th St Andrew’s Church a history

Main Hampshire school holidays:
Easter holidays 7th ~ 21st April

Details of Church Services see Page 7
also in the United Benefice magazine ‘Five Alive’ available from all churches

and the Village Website: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Please submit entries for the May/June 2014 issue by Saturday 12th April

The Editor would like to express his appreciation & thanks to Peta Hunt and his wife Johanna for proof reading,
and Jane Finnimore and all her team for Distribution.

Every effort is made to ensure that diary details are correct when compiled but confirmation should be obtained from event organisers.
All advertisements & contributions to the newsletter are accepted at face value and the Editor cannot vouch for their accuracy.

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor. © Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter  2014

If any reader has knowledge of stories, anecdotes or the history of our village,

the Editor of this newsletter would most appreciate hearing of them for possible future articles.

Please contact me on either 01794 368577 or mike.koscian@btinternet.com

March/April 2014

The Village Website carries updated information: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org


