
May - June 2014

Items for the Newsletter for July/August 2014 before Sunday 15th June please.
Contributions to the Editor at: The Old Chapel, Chapel Lane, Timsbury, SO51 0NW

or preferably email:- mike.koscian@btinternet.com
The Newsletter is produced for the Parish Council and distributed by volunteers every two months

For information contact the Editor, Mike Koscian Tel: 01794 368577

Police
Phone 101

08450 45 45 45 (Ask for the Force
Enquiry Centre)

For urgent calls ONLY use 999

Churches:
St Mary’s Michelmersh
St Andrew’s Timsbury

Rector: The Rev Canon Steve Pittis
01794 368335

Jubilee Hall  Warden/Bookings 368492

Parish Council
Clerk: Katie Hardy  367289

Mtparishclerk@btinternet.com
Chairman: Bob Davis  368118

WEBSITE:  www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

Test Valley Borough Council
Romsey 527700 : Andover 01264 368000

Web site: www.testvalley.gov.uk
TVBC Councillor Tony Ward 01794 389649

Email: cllrtward@testvalley.gov.uk

HCC County Councillor
Andrew Gibson 01264 861138

MP Caroline Nokes: 01794 512132
caroline@romseyconservatives.co.uk

VILLAGE INFORMATION
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Oil Boiler Specialists
· Installation, Servicing and Repairs.
· OFTEC Registered.
· Oil Tank Replacement.

All Plumbing And Heating, From A Tap Washer
To Full Central Heating.

· Power-Flushing
· Solar Heating
· Underfloor Heating
· Full Bathroom Installation
· Over 25 Years Experience

Painter and Decorator

S.J.OXENHAM
4 Chartwell Close

Allbrook, Eastleigh SO50 4PZ
Tel:02380 611673

One Man Business

Established (1967)

Interior/Exterior

No Job Too Small

Estimates without obligation

Reliable Local Tradesman

Maree Welch MCSP SRP BMAS

A friendly personal private service
available at
ALMA RD SURGERY, ROMSEY

· Joint/spinal mobilization,
· Massage, muscle injuries,
· Acupuncture,
· Electrotherapy.
· Whiplash, headaches.
· Sports Injury rehabilitation

Self or GP referrals.

Email: maree.welch@gmail.com
Phone:01794 513422
Mob: 07763466629
Member of Chartered Society of
Physiotherapists.



Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter May/June 2014

3

VILLAGE WEATHER (Not from the normal source)

Average Overnight Minimum Overnight Average Day Time Maximum Day Time Rainfall

Temperature Temperature Temperature Temperature mm

February 3.3 (1.2) 0 (-2) 11.1 (6.6) 13.8 (11) 144 (53)

March 3 (1.6) -3 (-3) 14.7 (8.3) 21 (14) 33 (77)

EDITORIAL

Last years figures in brackets.

What a terrible tragedy the St Andrew’s Church fire was. More about this can be found elsewhere in this newsletter.
Also, we have recently lost one of the great characters of the village. Sadly, during March, Betty Welch passed away.
More on Betty can be found below. The showing of the film Philomena in the Jubilee Hall in March was well attended.
I hope this level of support continues for future Village events With the lighter evenings we will wait until October
before we show our next film. Watch future newsletters for further details. Although the team I was in only came joint
second in the Jubilee Hall Quiz, I thoroughly enjoyed it, as I think everyone else did. Congratulations to the winners.
Don’t forget the Plant Sale at 10:00am Saturday 17th May in the Jubilee Hall. This is your chance to buy your garden
plants whilst supporting the Jubilee Hall and Hort Soc.
Finally, on page 10 you will find details of the Annual Parish Meeting. This is your chance to meet the Parish Council,
find out what they have been doing and raise any Parish issues you may have with them.

Mike Koscian Editor

After a short spell in hospital Betty Welch passed
peacefully away on 26th March aged 88. Born in the
New Forest she had been a resident of the parish for
around 80 years firstly at Timsbury Manor Farm, moving
to Michelmersh Manor Farm in the late war years with
her parents, before settling in Rudd Lane in the early
1950s where she lived for 60 years.
She was married in Michelmersh Church in 1948 to the
late Richard Norton Welch, and enjoyed village life to the
full being actively involved with several village and local
clubs including The Horticultural Society, Village Hall
(old and new), Cricket Club, Brownies, Guides, Test
Valley Croquet Club, Hursley Hunt Pony Club, Lunch
Club, and last but by no means least Michelmersh WI.
As her mobility decreased she became a familiar site
around the village lanes on her powered wheel chair with
her faithful labrador trotting alongside.
She is survived by 3 children, 6 grandchildren, and one
great grandchild.

Norton Welch

BETTY WELCH 1926 - 2004

Betty Welch (centre front) with the Michelmersh WI in 2000
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Dangerous Theatre in a Dangerous World – A talk by
Brian Woolland
On a damp February evening Brian Woolland gave the
Friends an insight into the world of the Theatre in the
16th and 17th century.
Brian, who lives in our village, is a playwright, author and
theatre director.  Although  fully involved in modern day
productions (he is currently writing a play that will be
produced in London) his interest goes back to the Early
Modern period of the Theatre and in particular the plays
of Ben Jonson and his contemporaries, of which
Shakespeare was one.
At this time the theatre was evolving from drama
productions staged in the yard behind an Inn to purpose
built theatres, the first of which was built in 1577.   This
later became  known as the Globe Theatre (entrance fee
1 penny, cushion hired at extra cost!).   In the first half of
the 1600’s London’s theatres were the places to be seen,
a hub for social networking and a powerful place for
playwrights such as Ben Jonson to explore current, and
often controversial views.
It was an exhilarating place to be and half the population
of London visited the theatre regularly.  This was to
change after the Civil War when the Theatre was
considered dangerous and likely to incite unrest and
possible riots and was therefore banned for 18years.
Brian concluded his fascinating talk by illustrating that
the stories explored in the plays of this period still have
currency today, the jokes were just as relevant and the
costumes were often as risqué, as any seen in modern
day productions.
Postal History of the Test Valley Area 17th Century to
1840 - A talk by Roger Harris
At the March meeting The Friends were fascinated to

hear our local resident, Roger Harris, give a talk on the
Postal history in our area.
Roger explained that the beginning of the Mail service
was for the King’s letter only, but by 1635 the Royal Mail
also carried private letters, which were charged per
sheet of paper used.
By 1669 a network of Postmasters had been established
at points along key routes and “Post Boys” carried the
post on horseback in relays from point to point across
the county.
By 1768 the Post Boys were replaced by Mail Coaches
carrying mail, cash and paying passengers.  These
travelled swiftly by night, but were often prey to
highwaymen.
Romsey had it’s own Post Office by the late 1600’s, a
small room situated where the NatWest bank stands
today.
With the development of railway links in the 1800’s the
Mail Service was able to expand and in 1839 Roland Hill
was appointed as advisor to the Post Office.   Realizing
that more letters would be sent if costs were reasonable,
he introduced the Universal Penny Post in 1840.   The
beginning of the Postal System as we know it today,
although sadly no longer at 1p per letter!

The next Friends meeting is on Thursday 12 June   (note:
an extra meeting and a week
earlier than usual), and the talk will be given by the MD
of Pars Rug Gallery on The History of Oriental Rug and
Tapestry Weaving.  All are welcome.  Time 7.30pm at
The Barns, Michelmersh.

Janet Simmonds

FRIENDS OF MICHELMERSH CHURCH

Sometimes in life one finds oneself
hit by what I call “The Random
Variable”. Just as things seems to
be ticking along, something big
suddenly arrives and changes all
one's plans, and sometimes, one's
life. Thus it was with the fire at the
church. I was on a ship halfway

between Granada and Barbados when I got a phone call,
so felt particularly helpless. However, thanks to the Fire
and Rescue Service, things were brought under control
and most of the important objects in the church that
could be rescued, were. We must be grateful that no one
was injured, or worse, in the fire.

As yet, forensic investigation as to the cause are ongoing.
The work of restoration has, however, already begun.
Internally there is scaffolding up to start on the ceiling,
and shortly an external shell will be built to protect what

is left of the building and enable work to continue in all
weathers. Internally, the church is completely empty and
presents a very sad spectacle, with what has not been
destroyed, severely affected by smoke. Best estimates
for the time involved before we can open again for
worship are around 18months.

So, in the interim we are going to have to hold services
elsewhere. Please see in the Newsletter for details, but
the pattern is likely to be a shared service at St Mary's
for the first Sunday in the month, Family Service in the
Jubilee Hall on the second, Holy Communion in the
Jubilee Hall Committee Room on the third, and Evening
Prayer at Poppies Tearoom on the fourth. This is liable
to occasional change so please feel free to contact me
or other church members if you are not certain about the
location of a particular service.

John Glasspool 368017
e-mail john.glasspool@gmail.com

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH TIMSBURY
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The morning of Sunday March 9th 2014 will remain
etched on the memories of the community in Timsbury
for many years. At just before 7.30am, local residents
called the fire service to report smoke billowing from St
Andrews church building. Fire officers were on the scene
quickly but a fire ravaged the west end of the building
destroying the bell tower, part of the roof and causing
severe damage to the interior of the building. It appears
that an electrical fault was the most likely cause of the
fire.
Members of the congregation of St Andrews along with
other local people were on hand to help and with their
efforts and the superb work of the fire-fighters, many
important artefacts from the building were salvaged.
In the weeks since the fire, much has happened. The
Insurers, loss adjusters, architect, Diocesan authorities,
forensic investigators & salvage specialists have all
contributed hugely to the work of clearance and
restoration. Already the interior of the building has been
cleared and the debris carefully sifted. Before long, the
first steps in the process of structural restoration will
begin.
There has been an amazing outpouring of sympathy and
support, not only from local residents (and a very special
thanks to them), but from much further afield, including
folk in the USA. There is a tremendous will to see St

Andrews restored and functioning again as a centre for
worship in the village.
It has been estimated that it will be around 18 months
before we shall be able to return to the building for
worship. But St Andrews congregation continues to
meet, at the Jubilee Hall, at Poppies café, Choice Plants
and sometimes combining services ‘up the hill’ with St
Mary’s Michelmersh. Full details are published
elsewhere in this Newsletter.

Steve Pittis

THE FIRE AT ST ANDREWS TIMSBURY

DOMESTIC CLEANER
REQUIRED

FOR HOUSE IN TIMSBURY

4 - 5 HOURS PER WEEK

PLEASE CONTACT EMILY

07710 563276

Or email emilyh026@yahoo.com
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ST. MARY'S, MICHELMERSH   ~   ST. ANDREW'S, TIMSBURY
in the United Benefice of Braishfield

Rector:  The Rev Canon Steve Pittis
The Rectory, Braishfield

Telephone: 01794 368335/01794 878020
braishfield@gmail.com

Day off Friday

The Resurrection of Jesus – The hope of the world

If Jesus did not rise from the dead, Christianity is a deception, an utter waste of time and
church is pointless! The Resurrection of Jesus is fundamental to the Christian faith. Christianity
boldly asserts that in the person of Jesus, God broke into his world to carry out his rescue plan
for humankind, to deal with the problem of human selfishness and to destroy death.

Jesus staked his credibility on the Resurrection. He made extraordinary claims: to be God come
as man, to have authority to forgive, judge and give life. If he had stayed dead, we’d have to
conclude that he was at best deluded, at worst a liar and a conman. The fact of the
resurrection, (and the huge balance of probability based on all the evidence is that it was an
historical fact) vindicates and validates his claims.

Jesus’ resurrection confronts and answers our mortality. It’s been said ‘death is the shadow
that falls across all our dreams.’ The basis of Christian hope in the face of death is what Jesus
has already done.  Jesus said: “Fear not, I am the first and the last and the living one; I died
and behold I am alive for evermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades” (Revelation 1 :
17-18) We can be confident about life after death because Jesus Christ has been there and
come back not as some near death experience, but being bodily raised to life again by the
power of God after he was dead and buried in a tomb.

But trusting in the Risen Christ today isn’t just an insurance policy that matures when you die!
That’s not what the Christian hope is primarily about. Because of the resurrection, to be a
Christian means to begin to experience God’s future today. It’s about rediscovering hope in the
21st century.

Hope is what you get when you suddenly realise that a different way of seeing the world is
possible. A way of seeing in which the rich, the powerful, the unscrupulous and those who
oppress do not after all have the last word. A way of seeing that encourages us to work
hopefully for transformation.

With Easter, God’s new creation is launched upon a surprised world, pointing ahead to the
renewal and rebirth of the entire creation. Because the early Christians believed that
resurrection had begun with Jesus and would be completed in the great final resurrection on
the last day, they believed that God had called them to work with him, in the power of the
Spirit, to implement the achievement of Jesus and thereby to anticipate the final resurrection,
in personal and political life, in mission and holiness.

Every act of love, every deed done in the power of the Spirit in service of Christ, every work of
justice, of making peace, of healing families, of seeking and winning freedom, is part of the
outworking of the effect of Jesus’ own resurrection and anticipates the final new creation and
acts as a signpost of hope.

Steve Pittis
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CHURCH SERVICES
May/June 2014

St Mary’s, Michelmersh and St Andrew’s, Timsbury
Also All Saints Braishfield, St John’s Farley Chamberlayne and All Saints Awbridge

Details are understood to be correct when printed.
V

COMPLETE UP TO DATE DETAILS OF ANY LAST MINUTE CHANGES TO SERVICES, CAN BE FOUND IN
THE UNITED BENEFICE MAGAZINE‘FIVE ALIVE’ AVAILABLE FROM ALL CHURCHES, PUBLISHED

MONTHLY & THE VILLAGE WEBSITE

Michelmersh  Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge

May
Sunday 4th

3rd of Easter
11.00 am

Family Service &
Baptism

Service at
Michelmersh

9.30 am
Family Service

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

9.30 am
Holy Communion

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 11th

4th of Easter
6.00 pm

Holy Communion
11.00 am

Morning Prayer
Probably at

St Marys

9.30 am
United Service for

Christian Aid

8.00 am
Holy Communion

9.30 am
Morning Worship

Sunday 18th

5th of Easter
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
10.00 am

Holy Communion
In Jubilee Hall

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

11.15 am
Family Service

9.30 am
Holy Communion

Sunday 25th

6th of Easter
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
At Poppies

9.30 am
Holy

Communion

11.15 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am
Family Worship

Thursday 29th

Ascension Day
7.30 pm

Holy Communion

June
Sunday 1st

7th of Easter
9.30 am

Morning Prayer
Service at

 Michelmersh
9.30 am

Family Service
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
9.30 am

Holy Communion

First Service – Awbridge – 6.30 pm

Sunday 8th

Whit Sunday
6.00 pm

Holy Communion
11.00 am

Family Service
In Jubilee Hall

9.30 am
Morning Prayer

2.30 pm
Messy Church

8.00 am
Holy

Communion

9.30 am
Morning Worship

Sunday 15th

Trinity Sunday
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
10.00 am

Holy Communion
In Jubiee Hall

6.00 pm
Evening Prayer

11.15 am
Family Srvice

9.30 am
Holy Communion

Sunday 22nd

1st after Trinity
8.00 am

Holy Communion
6.00 pm

Evening Prayer
At Poppies

Parish Outing to
The Isle Of Wight

11.15 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am
Family Worship

Sunday 29th

2nd after Trinity
10.00 am

United Benefice
Holy Communion

Michelmersh  Timsbury Braishfield Farley
Chamberlayne

Awbridge
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MICHELMERSH AND TIMSBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY CARE GROUP

If you need a lift to your appointment with the doctor, dentist or hospital we are here to help

      Johanna Koscian         368577               Bryony Murphy 368355

The Spring Show held on 24 March was well attended
and considering the battering from wind and hail storms
that our gardens had endured, the number of entries was
astonishing.   We would have welcomed more entries in
the flower arrangement categories, but that in no way
diminished the obvious high calibre of the well deserved
winning entries, those of Kath Davis and Jill Tyler.   The
Roy Hardwick Cup for the overall  highest number of
points in the Show Sections was also achieved by Kath.
A Schedule of points/cups awarded to all entrants to the
Show is available by e-mail and on request.
The profusion of pots of daffodils which were
supposedly of the 'Ice Follies' variety  was quite a
challenge for our judge Kelvin Mason, but even more so,
as they appeared to have developed in a rather
idiosyncratic way, producing not altogether true shades
or types.   However, that's what makes trying something
different each year fun for our members and I should
emphasize that it's the first time I have won the Mary
Newsam Trophy for this class so I hope there were not
too many mutterings about 'a fix'!    We had a wonderful
display of assorted varieties of Narcissi, other Spring
flowers and shrubs. Choosing between a delicate white
Ribes or a dramatic red Camelia, for instance, is an
almost impossible task.   Eventually, a lovely species
rhododendron, entered by Janet Milln won out.   Our
judge was painstaking in his assessment of all the

entries and although most of us fear we shall never be
able to reach the optimal standard to attain prizes, we
were left in no doubt as to the reason for our failures,
which included bug-eaten petals, specks of mud,
placements in the wrong category and specimens poorly
arranged in the vases - the judges prefer to be able to
see them without too much picking out and probing!
Each year we endeavour to keep these points in our
minds, but as always it boils down to what is in the
garden and how much time we have to organize our
entries, plus that elusive element - luck. We are most
grateful to Kelvin Mason for his helpful hints and our
thanks go to all those who entered and made the Show
such a success.   We look forward to providing an equally
splendid display next year.

Our NEXT MEETING will be held on Monday 12th May
and will be given by Catherine Chatters, the New Forest
Non-invasive Plants Officer of the Hampshire and Isle of
Wight Wildlife Trust. Following that, on Saturday 17 May
we have the annual PLANT SALE. Please bring your
plant/seedling donations to the Jubilee Hall either on
Friday evening 16 May around 6.00 pm or early on
Saturday morning around 9.00 am. The ROSE SHOW is
on Monday 9 June and will be judged by David Stone,
Head Gardener at Mottisfont.

Jane Chambers

JUBILEE HALL
We have now completed our programme of winter events
with a quiz, complete with fish and chip supper.  This
was very well supported with over 80 people in 11 teams
taking part.  Many thanks to our regular quiz-master,
Nigel and wife Ann.  Earlier in March we had the last of
our Moviola films for the winter, with Philomena.  Again
this was well supported.  We decided not to run films
through the summer month, but have booked 4 more
dates for next winter.
We have the summer to enjoy before more talk of films.
The Village BBQ, a joint event with the 2 village churches
will take place at the Barns on Friday 8 August.  Make a
note of the date, more in the next Newsletter.

The Hall Committee is constantly maintaining and
improving the hall facilities, generally these go un-
noticed, but you must have all seen our very bright
car-parking painting.  We are hoping to make more
noticeable improvements over the summer months.
Remember the Hall is there to be used.  Take a look at
the Jubilee Hall bookings page on the website
http://www.michelmershandtimsbury.org/jh_hirecharges
.htm you can see if your preferred date is free, the hire
rates and Sarah’s email for booking.  The community
garden at the rear of the hall can be used in conjunction
with the hall, making your party even more special.

Kath Davis
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PARISH COUNCIL
Planning
The Council is consulted on all planning applications for
developments in the parish and reports to Test Valley
Borough Council, or Hampshire County Council (on
applications relating to minerals or waste), who
determine the applications.

Planning Applications
The Parish Council has reviewed the following planning
applications in the past two months:

14/00182/FULLS
 Proposal: Erection of oak framed orangery extension
 Site: Smallberry Hill, Haccups Lane, Michelmersh,
Romsey
 Decision: No objection
14/00084/FULLS
Proposal: New pitched roof leading to an increase in roof
height with dormers windows to provide 2no. Bedrooms
and 2no. Bathrooms to first floor
 Site: Chalefont, Stockbridge Road, Kimbridge,
Romsey
 Decision: No objection
14/00389/FULLS
Proposal: Erection of two storey side extension to
provide kitchen, family area, utility and WC with 2
bedrooms and bathroom above
Site: Nursery House, Stockbridge Road, Timsbury,
Romsey
Decision: It was agreed that the Clerk would establish
whether the property has an agricultural tie before
submitting any representation. If it is subject to this
occupancy restriction the Clerk was authorised to submit
an objection on the grounds that it is a substantial
extension to a building with an agricultural tie and no
justification for this has been provided.  That the Council
is concerned about unjustified development within the
countryside area and it is inappropriate for dwellings with
agricultural ties to be out of the financial reach of the vast
majority of agricultural workers.

14/00528/TREES
Proposal: Carry out various tree works as described in
application
Site: Michelmersh Court and St. Mary’s Church, Church
Road, Michelmersh
Decision: No objection
14/00570/FULLS
Proposal: Demolition of existing single storey extension,
construction of replacement extension and partial
conversion of a garage block into two guest suites to
provide ancillary accommodation
Site: Michelmersh Court, Michelmersh,
Decision: No objection
14/00122/FULLS
Proposal: Erection of flue for a wood burning fire
Site: Mistletoe Cottage, New Road, Timsbury
Decision: No objection

14/00634/FULLS
Proposal: Vary condition 4 and 8 for plot 1 of
11/00477/FULLS (demolition of existing dwelling and
garage and erection of two detached dwellings with
garages) to allow the garage to be converted to a study
and utility room, remove garage door and insert window,
and to remove reference to manoeuvring and leaving
the site in a forward gear.
Site: Kilderry, Rudd Lane, Upper Timsbury
Decision: No objection
Decisions on previous planning applications are
recorded in the Parish Council minutes or can be found
on the Test Valley Borough or Hampshire County
Council websites.

Michelmersh Brickworks
Parishioners were invited to attend an Open House
Exhibition at the Brickworks on Friday 11th and Saturday
12th April to review the Brickworks forthcoming proposals.
It is expected that Michelmersh Brick Holdings will
submit a planning application to Hampshire County
Council in the next few weeks. The application will be for
the extraction of clay from two new sites, School Field
and Hillside Field, until about 2035.

Proposed Solar Farm
Representatives from Solar Planning Limited attended a
Parish Council meeting on Monday, 7th April to provide
information on the proposed Solar Farm at Manor Farm.
The Parish Council was informed that the company has
submitted a pre-planning application to Test Valley
Borough Council for comment before submitting a final
application (probably during April).  Following the public
exhibition in the Jubilee Hall on 10 March, the company
has revised the cable route. Subject to Highways’
Department further comments, the proposed cable route
is via Mesh Road rather than New Road. The
construction traffic route will be via New Road.  It is
anticipated that the construction work would take
approximately three months.  If planning permission is
granted by September, the company anticipates that the
project will be completed by the end of December 2014.
It is anticipated that when these planning applications
have been submitted, the Parish Council will call a Public
Meeting to discuss them.

Community Issues
Lengthsman Scheme
Mr. Richard Wheeler, Village Lengthsman has re-painted
car parking lines on the Jubilee Hall car park this month.

Recreation Ground Car Park
The Parish Council is awaiting confirmation of
retrospective funding from TVBC for the wooden bollards
and gate installed on the recreation ground car parking
area.

Continued over
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HERON INTERIORS

All Soft Furnishing requirements
catered for

Curtains/Loose Covers/
Blinds/Valances/Pelmets/etc

Wide range of fabrics available
Track and pole fitting

Painting & Decorating service available
Home visits

Competitive prices

From previous page

Community Heartbeat
The Parish Council has decided to purchase an
automatic defibrillator, assisted by a grant from TVBC.
The NHS supports the availability of these devices,
particularly in rural locations. A person suffering a
cardiac arrest outside a hospital has a limited chance of
survival without defibrillation within a few minutes, and
this device could save a life. It is anticipated that the
defibrillator will be located in a cabinet outside the
Jubilee Hall.  Although the device is designed to be used
by an untrained person, the NHS Ambulance Service will

also provide training to those interested. Further details
will be provided later.
Parish Council Updates
If you are interested in receiving emails about Parish
Council related issues i.e. planning updates, meeting
agendas, supporting documentation and subsequent
minutes, please email me.  Please also keep in mind that
Parish Council meeting agendas and minutes can be
found at www.michelmershandtimsbury.org

The next scheduled Parish Council Meeting will be held
on Wednesday 28th May 2014 at 7.30pm in the Jubilee
Hall Committee Room.

Katie Hardy, Parish Clerk

Annual Parish Meeting
This year’s Annual Parish Meeting will take place on

Monday 19th May at 8 pm
in the Jubilee Hall.  All parishioners are invited and are encouraged to
raise any concerns and make any suggestions about village matters

and the Parish Council’s work
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What we are and what we do!
In addition to the visits to and from France the
Association has a wide ranging programme of friendly
events including the annual BBQ & Petanque, Skittles,
Fish and Chip Quiz; Treasure Hunt with pub lunch;
joining in with the Village Annual Show; the
Association's AGM and meal.
Over the years the momentum and popularity of the
Association has increased. Michelmersh and Timsbury
are officially twinned with Ryes. The Twinning
Association offers a unique opportunity to explore this
fascinating area of Normandy, France in the company of

the people of Ryes, who are always delighted to share
with us their local knowledge and cuisine.
The Michelmersh & Timsbury Association always
welcomes new members (living in the villages is not a
requirement). If you are interested in visiting Ryes or
simply joining in with social events please contact:
Richard & Sylvia Croxall

Barn End, Stockbridge Road, S051 ONF
Tel: 01794368853
Email: twinning@croxalls.co.uk

www.michelmershandtimsbury.org/twinning2.php

Jeff Foulger

THE MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY TWINNING ASSOCIATION
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VIEWFINDERS OF ROMSEY CAMERA CLUB
Viewfinders of Romsey Camera Club in association
with the Romsey Advertiser have launched an exciting
new photographic competition. There are three
categories: Images from a Camera Phone for under
18's, My Hampshire and Patterns in Nature.  Entrants
can submit up to 3 entries per category and the closing
date is 31st May.  Shortlisted images will go on show
at Romsey Abbey on July 12th and 13th, the winning
images will be printed and displayed at our annual
exhibition at King Johns House Romsey between July
25th and August 3rd. There are prizes for first and
second images in each category.

Full details of prizes and how to enter the competition
can be found on the Viewfinders website
www.viewfinderscc.org.uk or by contacting Pam
Watson, Viewfinders secretary, at
secretary@viewfinderscc.org.uk.

Viewfinders meet at Jubilee Hall, Timsbury at 7:30 pm.
Non members are welcome to attend any of the events
listed below.

13 May: Assessment of members’ prints and digital
images – judged by Jon Mitchell

20 May: Hampshire Calendar  – an illustrated talk by
Gerald Ponting

10 Jun: Assessment of members’ prints and digital
images – judged by Zaid Meharali

Gerald's illustrated talk on 20th May will be of interest
to both photographers and non photographers alike.
For each month of the year, Gerald will show changes
in the countryside, wild flowers, butterflies, fungi,
autumn colours, frost as well as regular and traditional
events.  The image for this edition is a Victorian cricket
photograph from Gerald's presentation.

Harry Borgerson - Viewfinders

It is with great pleasure that I can report that our  lady
‘Chairman’ is back with us after her hip operation. She
was lucky enough to be able to attend the talk by David
Westhead on the work of the St. Ive’s artists. David’s talk
was postponed for two weeks due to the floods but
thankfully got through from Poole with no trouble second
time around. His talk was both informative and
entertaining with plenty of personal anecdotes.
The planning for the exhibition at Hillier’s in October
continues to go well and had prompted  a hive of activity
on painting days and good attendance.
Our member Masako Tobita  has an exhibition of her
work at the Minster gallery in Winchester from 2nd May
until 2nd June It is entitled  ‘Nature Embraces You’ and
is open from 10am to 5pm.

With the improving weather we even had one
Wednesday when we were able to open the new patio
doors and enjoy the warmth of the sun. We are always
appreciative of the good surroundings we have to work
in and the way they are kept.

Quiz;   I lost count of the ‘Vans’; of course most of them
are Dutch artists and Van is often their middle name.
Look on Wickapaedia. Incidentally we have a Dutch
member in the group, but no Van in her name
Question; What kind of art does Banksy do? Where was
he born?
 Who was the artist who ended up doing cut outs and is
exhibiting at the Tate Modern?
Enjoy the Spring weather

Nat

NEW ROAD ARTISTS
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"Nearly 30 children and their families turned up to
Easter Messy Church in the Jubilee Hall recently,
many families from Timsbury included. We had a
great afternoon exploring the Easter story by
making chocolate nests, creating Easter gardens for
Awbridge Church and Choice Plants, making a
giant cross with the dark side of Good Friday and
the bright side of Easter day, hunting for eggs,
making flower posies, Easter cards, sowing grass
seeds to represent new life and making a calendar of

the events in Holy week. The afternoon finished
with a Godly Play Easter story and and a wonderful
Easter tea. Thank you all for coming and we hope
you can join us for future Messy Church sessions,
the next one is in Braishfield, on Sunday 8 June
celebrating Pentecost. If you want to find out more
about Messy Church see www.messychurch.org.uk
or contact

Mary Savage
savage@choiceplants.freeserve.co.uk

MESSY CHURCH
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Property Maintenance & Handyman Services
Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating

Wallpapering
Sheds & Fences Erected Painted & Re felted
Grass Cutting, Hedge Cutting & Strimming

Floor & Wall Tiling
Flat Pack Assembly & Small Carpentry Work

Windows & Doors Repaired & Replaced
House & Garden Clearance

Fascia Boards & Gutters Cleaned, Repaired & Re-
placed

Driveways & Paths Repaired & Re surfaced
Kitchens & Bathrooms Fitted

Ground Works & Drainage
Brick work & Repointing work
Collection & Delivery Service

Plus many other areas of maintenance work & odd
jobs carried out

Ben Kington
Telephone : 01794 368536

Mobile : 07866551725
Fully insured References available

Free Estimates



Michelmersh & Timsbury
Diary

May

Mon 12th 7:30pm Hort Soc - Non native invasive plants Jubilee Hall
Thurs 15th 1:15pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall
Sat 17th 10:00am Hort Soc - Plant Sale Jubilee Hall
Mon 19th 8.00pm Annual Parish Meeting Jubilee Hall
Thurs 22nd 7:30 Friends - AGM & talk on Mottisfont The Barns
Weds 28th 7:30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall
Fri 30th 7:30pm St Andrew’s Church, Timsbury - A History Jubilee Hall

June

Mon 9th 7:30pm Hort Soc - Rose Show Jubilee Hall
Thurs 12th 7:30pm Friends - History of Oriental Rug and Tapestry

weaving
The Barns

Thurs 19th 1:15pm Lunch Club Jubilee Hall

Weds 25th 7:30pm Parish Council Jubilee Hall

July August
12th Hort Soc
17th Lunch Club
23rd Parish Council

Main Hampshire school holidays:
Summer half term 26th ~ 30th May

Details of Church Services see Page 7
also in the United Benefice magazine ‘Five Alive’ available from all churches

and the Village Website: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org
Please submit entries for the July/August 2014 issue by Sunday 15th June

The Editor would like to express his appreciation & thanks to his wife Johanna for proof reading,
and Jane Finnimore and all her team for Distribution.

Every effort is made to ensure that diary details are correct when compiled but confirmation should be obtained from event organisers.
All advertisements & contributions to the newsletter are accepted at face value and the Editor cannot vouch for their accuracy.

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor. © Michelmersh & Timsbury Village Newsletter  2014

If any reader has knowledge of stories, anecdotes or the history of our village,

the Editor of this newsletter would most appreciate hearing of them for possible future articles.

Please contact me on either 01794 368577 or mike.koscian@btinternet.com

May/June 2014

The Village Website carries updated information: www.michelmershandtimsbury.org


