
 

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY PARISH COUNCIL 

A Planning Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 17th October 
2016 

at 7.00 p.m. in  the Jubilee Hall, Timsbury 
 
  

 

 
AGENDA 

 
        
 
       1. Apologies 
       

2.  Declarations of any Interest. 
  

3.  Open Period  
               

4.  Planning  
4.1 16/02383/TPOS 

 Coppice x7 Poplar and crown reduce x1 Poplar by 30% (rolling consent requested to 
carry out same works every 3-5 years for 10 years). 

 Site: Land adjoining 4 Redlands Drive, Upper Timsbury, Romsey 
        
        5.  Chairman’s Mandate  
 
        6.  Dates of future meetings –  Parish Council Meeting 26

th
 October 2016 

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
Katie Hardy, Parish Clerk  
 
Tel: 01794 367289 email: mtparishclerk@btinternet.com 10

th
 October 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of the public and press are most welcome to attend. 

mailto:mtparishclerk@btinternet.com


MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 17th October 2016 at 7.00 p.m. 
at the Jubilee Hall, Timsbury. 
 
Present:   
Parish Councillors, Mr. Robert Davis, Mr. John Rhodes, Mr. Donald Cowling, Ms. Helen 
Palmer, Parish Clerk, Mrs. K. Hardy, and parishioners, Mr. Guy Roberts (planning applicant) 
and Mrs Kate Smith (Casbrook Field Management Company) 
 
1.  Apologies 
Cllr. Mike Lucas, Cllr Rory Fitzgerald, Cllr Peter Clarke 
 
2. Declarations of interest. 
None declared 
 
3.  Open Period 
 
Mr. Guy Roberts 
Mr. Roberts introduced himself and stated that the new application to coppice the trees 
instead of felling (as per the earlier, now withdrawn, application) was submitted following 
the advice of Test Valley Borough Council’s Tree Officer, Ms. Amelia Williams. 
Mr. Roberts explained to the meeting that he had submitted the application on safety 
grounds, as he is concerned that the poplar trees outlined in the application pose a 
significant fall risk.  Mr. Roberts is particularly concerned with Tree T8, as this has been 
previously coppiced, but has not been managed since and is now at a height of 27metres, 
with a 18% lean onto his property. 
Mr. Roberts explained that by removing this tree, other trees will be affected and that is why 
the application is to coppice a number of large trees in the area.  Mr. Roberts explained that 
TVBC has recommended coppicing as this will allow the trees to continue to grow and it will 
not have a detrimental effect on the sandy bank in which the tree roots exist.  Mr. Roberts 
also stated that by reducing the overall canopy height and increasing light within the 
woodland, the biodiversity will be improved; creating a new habitat environment for birds 
and other wildlife. 
Mr. Roberts informed the meeting that he has requested a 10 year rolling maintenance 
permission, so that the coppiced trees can be correctly managed.  He also stated that the 
poplars were originally planted to screen the tile works, but now this is a residential area and 
therefore the trees are no longer required for this purpose. 
 
Mrs Kate Smith 
Mrs Smith (CFMC Director) informed the meeting that TVBC has not formally said that there 
is a health and safety risk on any of the trees at this time. 
 
Cllr. Donald Cowling asked Mr. Roberts if any discussions have taken place between himself 
and the CFMC about this application. 
Mr. Roberts stated that he had asked the CFMC about the possibility of submitting a planning 
application to remove the trees prior to buying the property in December 2015.  Mr. Roberts 
stated that he was informed by the CFMC that he would have its support if there was a 
proven health and safety risk associated with the trees. 
Mr. Roberts then purchased the property and was asked by the CFMC to delay any action 
until the CFMC had commissioned a tree report. 
Mr. Roberts stated that the CFMC tree report was very general and didn’t address his safety 
concerns, so he commissioned his own independent tree report.   
Mr. Roberts then submitted his planning application to TVBC. 
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Cllr. Donald Cowling asked Mr. Roberts if he felt sympathetic to the points made in paragraph 
2 of the CFMC objection letter, dated 13th October 2016: 
“CFMC feel we will achieve a better outcome by working with TVBC to develop a multi-year 
management plan which takes account of the best interests of the entire nature reserve of 
our estate, including trees subject to a TPO and TVBC’s impartial advice resulting from their 
review of the 9 trees mentioned in the application.  By doing this we can also allay fears that 
we are merely reacting to the predicated request of just one of our Company Members.” 
 
Mr. Roberts responded by saying that this is why he has only just submitted the planning 
application, as he has been trying to work with the CFMC.  Mr. Roberts stated that he would 
welcome a management plan once the trees specified on this application have been dealt 
with.  However, Mr. Roberts stated that a management plan may take some time to 
implement and so his immediate concern is that the trees will become an even greater risk 
over the winter period. 
 
Cllr. Helen Palmer asked Mrs Kate Smith if the CFMC has an existing management plan.  Mrs. 
Smith stated that the CFMC are currently working on one with the help of TVBC. 
Cllr. Palmer stated that in her opinion the entire woodland would benefit from a complete 
survey of every tree so that a comprehensive and effective management plan can then be 
adopted. 
 
Cllr. Bob Davis asked Mrs Smith why the CFMC has objected to the application. 
Mrs Smith stated that this is an emotive issue among the Casbrook residents and the visual 
impact of removing the trees will have an effect on many other households on the estate. 
 
In response, Mr. Roberts stated that the poplars have a short lifespan and the visual aspect 
will undoubtedly change over time, but new trees could be planted to compensate. 
 
Open Period Closed 
 
4.  Planning  
4.1 16/02383/TPOS 
Coppice x7 Poplar and crown reduce x1 Poplar by 30% (rolling consent requested to carry 
out same works every 3-5 years for 10 years). 
Site: Land adjoining 4 Redlands Drive, Upper Timsbury, Romsey 

 
Cllr. Bob Davis asked for Councillor comments on the above application: 
 
Cllr. Helen Palmer stated that in her opinion a management plan needs to be implemented as 
soon as possible for the whole estate. 
 
Cllr. Donald Cowling stated that he shares Cllr. Palmer’s views – and that in his opinion work 
shouldn’t be done on a piecemeal basis, but a more holistic approach should be adopted. 
 
Cllr. John Rhodes raised concern that the Parish Council is being caught up in what is 
essentially, a community being split on how best to proceed with maintaining its woodland. 
 
Cllr. Davis stated that the Parish Council had objected to the previous application, as the 
Parish Council hadn’t felt that a significant enough reason had been provided to warrant 
trees subject to a TPO being felled. 
Cllr. Davis went on to say that he agrees with the advice provided by Ms. Amelia Williams 
(TVBC) to the Parish Council that states –  
“It is recommended that a long term tree management plan is formulated and submitted 
under the TPO for all the Poplar trees as opposed to this single application to work on a 
selected few.  The reason being is that it was observed during the site visit that many of the 
other mature Poplar trees also had over extended end weighted branches and some 
overhanging the public footpath.  A long term programme of tree works would be considered 
appropriate for the species, age, size and location of the trees to aid with their ongoing 
retention”. 
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Following a brief discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council would not object to the 
planning application but would make the following points: 
- request that any works should be in accordance with a Management Plan covering all the 
trees in this area.   
- request that any unsafe trees are identified as soon as possible and corrective work carried 
out to minimise risks to residents and to members of the public.   
- request that Test Valley Borough Council cooperates with the landowners’ representatives 
in developing an appropriate Management Plan.     
 
5.  Chairman’s Mandate  
Agreed 
       
6.  Agenda items to be included in next month's Parish Council Meeting 
 
7.   Dates of future meetings – 26th October 2016                                         
The meeting closed at 7.50pm    
Katie Hardy  

Parish Clerk,  18th October 2016 
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