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MICHELMERSH AND TIMSBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 16th May 2016 
 
Present: Parish Councillors. Robert. Davis (Chairman), Peter Clarke, Donald Cowling, Mike Lucas, 
TVBC Cllr. Tony Ward, and 8 Parishioners 
 
  

1. Welcome and Introductions 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the 120
th
 Annual Parish Meeting and introduced the 

members of the Parish Council. 
 

 

2. Apologies 

Apologies from Cllr. Helen Palmer, Cllr. Rory Fitzgerald, Cllr. John Rhodes, and  HCC Cllr. 
Andrew Gibson 
 

 

3. Minutes of the 2015 Annual Parish Meeting. 

Minutes from 1
st
 May 2015 were approved. 

 

 

 

4.  Chairman's Report 2015/16 

The Chairman gave a brief overview of the Parish Council's main roles and responsibilities, 
outlining the number of Parish Meetings held annually, where and when they are held and 
by whom they are attended. 
The Chairman explained that the Council owns the recreation ground, the land the Hall 
stands on, the sports pavilion and the children’s play area and is responsible for other 
areas of land and assets.   
Reviewing Planning Applications, addressing parishioner concerns, keeping residents 
informed by way of the Village Newsletter and Parish Council website, and liaising with the 
local Constabulary are all aspects of the Parish Council's role in the community. 
 
Mr Davis then reviewed a few of the highlights in 2015/16: 

Planning Issues 
Cllr Davis gave a brief summary of the main issues raised concerning various planning 
applications over the last 12 months.  The following were discussed: 

Proposed Gypsy Site on Bunny Lane 
Cllr. Davis informed the meeting that the Parish Council did not object in principle to this 
site being used as a Gypsy site.  However, it did object to the site on safety grounds, as 
Bunny Lane is a route used by heavy commercial vehicles and not suitable for pedestrians. 

Waltet – Increased vehicles movements and extended hours 
The Parish Council objected to this application due to concerns over increased noise and 
traffic. 

Michelmersh Brickworks 
Cllr. Davis informed the meeting that work would soon commence in School Field, followed 
by work in Hillside Field in 2019.  The recent activity is a result of preliminary planting and 
archaeology works.  
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A3057 Evening Burger Van 
Although the Parish Council had objected to the original application, there had been no 
complaints concerning noise or littering and therefore the Parish Council had no reason to  
object to the application to extend the trading licence. 

Bunny Lane Recycling Centre 
Cllr. Davis urged residents to complete the on-line survey before 24

th
 May 2016 to express 

their views about the potential tip closure on Bunny Lane, Timsbury. 

Village Improvements 
Village Sign 
Cllr. Davis informed the meeting that the Village Sign has been renovated and reinstalled at 
the bottom of New Road. 

Recreation Ground Car Park 
The Parish Council has now installed reinforced matting to the remaining car parking area 
on the recreation ground, Mannyngham Way.  Costs had been covered by the release of 
Section 106 funds from Test Valley Borough Council.  
 
Rudd Lane Noticeboard 
The Parish Council has installed a new noticeboard on the verge outside Hunts Farm, Rudd 
Lane. Part of the cost had been covered by a discretionary grant from TVBC via Cllr. Tony 
Ward.  Cllr. Davis thanked Mr. Ed Pratt for allowing the Parish Council to install the 
noticeboard on his land. 

Jubilee Hall Trees 
Following a Section 106 contribution and a £1000 donation from the Jubilee Hall 
Committee, the Parish Council has organised the removal of the overgrown leylandii trees 
on the Mannyngham Way side of the Jubilee Hall car park.  A fence has been installed and 
a native hedgerow will be planted in the autumn. 

Ditch Clearance 
The overgrown ditch on Haccups Lane will be cleared in the next month to improve road 
drainage.  Since one side of Haccups Lane borders Hillside Field where the brickworks will 
be extracting clay, Michelmersh Brick plc has contributed £500 towards the cost of the 
work. 

Heavy Vehicles 
Cllr. Davis stated that HCC Highways has responded to the Parish Council’s request to 
install signage to help deter large delivery vehicles from accessing the narrow village lanes.  
HCC Highways has stated that it is not possible to place any restrictions on vehicles 
requiring access and therefore no additional signs will be installed.  

New Style Village News Sheet 
The Parish Council has launched a new style monthly ‘News Sheet’ to replace the bi-
monthly Village Newsletter.  The news sheet contains the village diary, information on 
upcoming events, and Parish Council and Planning updates.  The news sheet is emailed to 
residents, posted on the village website and Facebook page.  For those without internet, a 
hard copy of the news sheet can be found in various locations around the village. 

Words of Thanks 

Cllr Davis then thanked the Parish Councillors for their voluntary work over the last year.  
He also thanked the Clerk, Katie Hardy. 

Cllr. Davis also thanked the people who organise and help with other village organisations 
such as the Village Hall, Care Group, Lunch Club etc, Kath Davis for running the Village 
Website until recently,  and Mike Koscian and his team for editing and distributing the 
previous village newsletter. 
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6. Accounts 

A summary of the Parish Council’s accounts was circulated.  The precept (the amount 
collected from parishioners with the TVBC Community Charge and returned to the Parish 
Council) would remain at £15,500 which averages approximately £40 per household. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7.  TVBC Councillors’ Report (Tony Ward) 
Cllr. Ward’s report was distributed. 
 

8.  HCC Councillors’ Report (Andrew Gibson)  

Cllr. Gibson’s report was distributed. 
 

9. Open Forum 

Brickworks 

A parishioner stated that at last year’s Annual Parish Meeting, Cllr. Gibson had stated that 
he would Chair the Brickworks Liaison Committee.  As yet, there has been no 
communication between the proposed committee and the residents.   

Cllr. Davis stated that he would speak to Cllr. Gibson to understand when this Liaison 
Committee will meet. 

Faster  Broadband 
A parishioner stated that there are still areas of the village that have poor broadband 
coverage.  Cllr.Davis informed the meeting that the improvements to the BT infrastructure 
were being part-funded by Hampshire County Council in partnership with BT but no firm 
information had been obtained about the programme, despite repeated enquires to HCC.    

Cllr Gibson (HCC) had advised the Parish Council that the BT programme would not 
extend high speed internet to all areas, although it might be possible for excluded areas 
(‘rural pockets’) to be upgraded on an individual basis, subject to some financial 
contribution from residents and sufficient demand.  

It was agreed that the Clerk contact Cllr. Gibson to arrange a meeting with the BT contact 
at HCC, local residents and the Parish Council to obtain an update on the situation.  

Cllr. Tony Ward reminded all residents that they should express interest in high-speed 
internet services by signing  up on the HCC website. 

Parking 
A parishioner asked Cllr. Tony Ward if there are plans to install additional parking spaces 
in Romsey.  Cllr. Ward stated that there are plans to provide 90 more spaces at The 
Rapids and potentially add an additional layer of parking on Alma Road car park. 

 
There being no further questions or points raised, Cllr.Davis thanked everyone for 
attending the meeting, which was closed at 9.00 pm. 

 

 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

Katie Hardy 
Parish Clerk 

 

 

  
 


