
 

MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY PARISH COUNCIL 

A Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 26th July 2017 
at 7.30 p.m. in  the Jubilee Hall, Timsbury 

 
  

 

AGENDA 
Apologies 

 
       1. Attendees  
        

2.  Declarations of any Interest. 
  
        3.  Open Period  

       National Grid – AGI upgrade 
       Proposed works on the installation off Manor Farm Lane. 
               

4.  Confirmation of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 28
th
 June 2017.        

       
  5.  Clerk’s Report 
`  
       6.  Village Issues  
             
             6.1  Sports Club issues – including Sports Club insurance correspondence 
 6.2  Jubilee Hall lease/issues 
 6.3  Emergency Planning 
             6.4  Recreation Ground issues 
  
       7.  Planning 
       7.1   17/01596/FULLS 

Infilling of previous clay extraction hole with imported material and creation of new site access and 
landscaping 
Site: Greenlsleeves, Haccups Lane, Michelmersh 
 
7.2  17/01638/FULLS 
Erection of single storey extension to include entrance hall, WC and bay window. 
Site: Manor Farm Cottage, Manor Farm Lane, Michelmersh 
 
7.3  17/01609/TREES 
Tree Works 
Site: Orchard Cottage, Mesh Road, Michelmersh 
 
7.4  17/01620/FULLS 
Redevelopment of site to include new business and storage/distribution accommodation following 
removal of existing storage units/containers and new site landscaping. 
Site: Manor Nursery, Stockbridge Road, Timsbury 
 
7.5  17/01644/FULLS 
Proposed development of three single – storey, four bedroom, earth sheltered dwellings 
Site: Land North, Stockbridge Road, Timsbury 
 

       8.  Correspondence 
  
       9.  Finance 
      9.1  Financial Summary 
  9.2  Invoices for payment 
             9.3  Casbrook Fields Management Company Grant request 
  
      10.  Meetings attended or to be attended 
                
      11.  Chairman’s Mandate  
 
      12.  Agenda items to be included in next month's Parish Council Meeting 
 
      13.  Dates of future meetings – 27

th
 September 2017 

                
Katie Hardy, Parish Clerk Tel: 01794 367289  email: mtparishclerk@btinternet.com 20

th
 July 2017  

 

Members of the public and press are most welcome to attend. 

mailto:mtparishclerk@btinternet.com


 
Michelmersh & Timsbury Parish Council 

Clerk’s Report to PC Meeting of 26th July 2017 

1. TVBC and HCC Determinations 
16/03012/FULLS 
Removal of redundant swimming pool, plant room and tennis court and their replacement with a new 
swimming pool, pool pavilion and tennis court - 
Michelmersh Court, Church Road, Michelmersh 
Decision: Permission granted 
 
17/00953/FULLS 
Oak frame double car port (retrospective) - 
Silver Birches, Manor Farm Lane, Michelmersh 
Decision: Permission granted 
 
17/01369/TREES 
T1 Plane Tree - Crown lift to a height of approx. 6.0m and remove major dead wood - 
Michelmersh Court, Church Road, Michelmersh 
Decision: No objection 
 
17/01023/FULLS 
Conversion of an industrial storage building to a dwelling - 
Mobile Tyre Repairs, New Road, Timsbury 
Decision: Permission granted 
 
 

2. Village Issues 
2.1  Sports Club Correspondence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19
th

 June, 2017 

 

Dear Bob, 

 

Buildings-insurance: 

 

 Thank you for your letter of 9
th

 June, informing amongst much else that the Council would consider the Club’s 

proposal to acquire ownership of the buildings.  Are you saying that the Council has not already considered the 

option, put in writing by you in January 2009, “for the Club to assume ownership of the buildings (as is the case with 

the Jubilee Hall)”?  Why, in any case, must the Club make the proposal? 

 

 As has been and is demonstrated, Councillors are mistaken in asserting “that for community-owned assets to be 

protected, and to be seen to be protected, the Council must receive payment made in settlement of a claim on the 

buildings insurance”; and we assume that when making that assertion they were unaware of the Council’s record of 

handling such a settlement.  Be assured that if the Club had insured the buildings in 1986, when the previous pavilion 

was destroyed by fire, they would not have been insured inadequately, and the replacement-pavilion would have been 

built of brick in 1986, instead of timber in 1988.  Be assured, too, that the failings of their predecessors in no way 

reflects on current Councillors, whose ability and competence we trust implicitly, but future Councillors 

 



 

 

 (we have to look ahead) could, for example, fruitlessly dispute the settlement for twelve months and fail to make any 

progress in rebuilding, and again the Club could do nothing.  Furthermore, a claim-settlement in respect of the 

neighbouring community-owned asset would not go to the Parish Council. 

 

 We note the Council’s undertaking to ensure the Club would be “not out of pocket” as the result of changed 

insurance-arrangements has been watered-down to “the higher premiums would be shared in some way between 

Council and Club”, and the considerable work the change would cause the Club every year ignored; however, 

hopefully both will become irrelevant. 

 

 Per the Council’s invitation, we have come up with a plan whereby the area between the two buildings could be 

utilised, with bar, by both Club and Hall Management Committee.  We are keen to progress what is sure to be a 

mammoth undertaking, but, given the near-certainty of the Club’s already huge financial-stake being increased in an 

enlarged building, are prepared to do so only if it is in the ownership of, and is insured by, the Club. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

for Michelmersh & Timsbury Sports Club, 

 

Robin Goodland, 

Hon. Secretary. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

TVBC Correspondence to Sports Club re: Pitch 7, Hunts Farm Recreation Ground 
 
“Good Morning Robin, 
  
I met our tree officer and grounds team onsite on Monday in order to completely bottom out what work 
would be required to convert pitch 7 into a full sized adult pitch. Some of these you will be aware of but 
for the avoidance of doubt I am going to go through these in detail. 
  
Assessment of the site considerations and works required to the East of the site 
  
The Croquet Lawns need to be reoriented, which you are aware of, but due to the proximity of the trees 
to the lawn, and the need to maintain a 8m clearance from the tree trunks (7m worth of clearance 
because of the canopy spread of the trees plus a 1m clear air boundary corridor) it isn’t possible to move 
the lawns any closer to the tree line, the reorientation will provide some additional space for the corner 
of the pitch but not as much as we had hoped.  
  
Pruning back the existing canopy line of the trees was discussed on site for this boundary but this would 
need to be an annual activity and would be an annual cost that would be beyond routine health and 
safety works and would require funding. The amount of pruning that would be allowable would be no 
more than 0.5m -1m annually and this would regrow within the year.  Given the length of this boundary 
an estimated cost for the tree works would be £3,000 annually. 
  
The reason for the minimal pruning is that the trees form the landscape edge and protect the trees 
behind. Their canopies are all extended out over the grass areas for access to light and therefore are 
minimal pruning opportunity further back. Pruning back of the overhanging branches more would also 
cause the integrity of the group to be reduced and affect the long term health and retention of the trees. 
The majority of the canopy of the trees is over the grass so this would leave them with limited canopy 
overall and also affect the aesthetics of the site. 
  
This minor reduction to the canopy overhang would then need to be carried out ONLY during the winter 
months to avoid nesting birds from October through to February and would need to be scheduled in prior 
to the start of each season.  
  
The current tree maintenance for this Eastern boundary is to maintain a crown height of 2 – 2.5m and this 
is carried out by the grounds maintenance team within the existing maintenance regime for the site. 
Therefore any changes to this requirement would incur a cost that would need to be funded beyond the 
routine maintenance costs. It would not be deemed good practice arboriculturally to crown lift the trees 
beyond this requirement as it causes greater stress on the trees for water uptake and nutrient transfer. 
This would also be of limited gain if the upper crown canopy still remained overhanging. 
  
 
 



 
 
The boundary trees to this section of the site are still young and developing trees and therefore are 
expected to increase in size and canopy spread over time so tree works will be a constant requirement if 
the pitch boundaries are located closer to the tree boundary and given the scale of the site in this location 
this will be a costly exercise annually. 
  
The croquet lawns will not be moved part way through the season, these will remain operational in their 
current orientation until the end of the summer. 
  
There will need to be a 3m gap so that a fence can be erected to stop football boots going onto the 
croquet lawn, this along with the 4m space from the fence to the touch line (3m for the net and 1m for 
circulation/mowing space) pushes the pitch up as high as it can go. So if you stand 7m back from the edge 
of the existing lawn that with give you an idea of where the goal would be. 
  
Assessment of the site considerations and works required to the North of the site 
  
The size of the trees here warrant a 6m clearance from the tree trunks (5m worth of clearance and 1m 
clear air boundary corridor). The treeline is also very dense here, and you can see a 2m clearance is 
maintained along the boundary, the tree canopy above this 2m clearance will normally grow out at a rate 
of around 0.5m per year. If you look at the canopy from below, you will see that the leafy part of the tree 
is only at the end of the canopy, if you need to increase the clearance height at all you would only be 
permitted to cut this back by up to 1m without having a detrimental impact of the health of the treeline. 
  
To cut this canopy back, increase the clearance height to 4m, and to maintain it (in order to move the 
touchline closer to the north) would cost approximately £6,000 and would be required every year in order 
to ensure the canopy does not encroach over onto the football pitch. This would not form part of the 
essential capital works I have mentioned and would need to be funded by the club. 
  
For this reason it isn’t viable to move the touch line any further to the North than the existing touchline, 
which follows the canopy line. 
  
Assessment of the site considerations and works required to the West of the site. 
  
With the removal of the rabbit fencing, it is theoretically possible to fit an adult length pitch in here, again 
a 6m clearance from the tree trunks needs to be observed along with all of the issues listed above 
regarding the canopy and clearance height (the cost to carry out the tree works in this section would be 
£3,000 and would be funded by the club as it is non essential works to the trees). 
  
The largest issue with moving the touchline back here is that the final 5m or so of the pitch area, including 
the goal would be in constant shade, this will mean it will not recover well from use, so you will always 
have a muddy end of your pitch. 
  
Assessment of the site considerations and works required to the South of the site 
  
Given the constraints to the North of the site, and the need to use the existing touchline as a starting 
point, the 3 man hole covers will be on the pitch area, not the run off area. This pushes the run off area 
back to a point where your 2.4m run off is backing directly onto the road, I have concerns about the 
safety of this. 
  
General considerations for having the pitch in this area 
  
You would need to consider the safety of turfed man hole covers on the pitch, and the safety of all of the 
players and spectators who would be standing and playing very close to 12m trees which could (in 
principle) fall over, straight onto the pitch. It would be essential to involve the league to make sure this 
would be acceptable. 
  
You would also be required to fund the tree maintenance works to increase the clearance height and 
keep the canopy back at a cost of around £12,000 annually. 
  
 
 



 
 
You would also need to review your risk assessments if you are proposing to locate the pitch closer to the 
tree line as it means more of the tree belt is within falling distance of the pitches and this would be 
particularly pertinent around the Goal areas where the players are located in one place for longer periods 
of time. 
  
Moving Forwards 
  
The groundsmen have come up with a practical solution, which would still create a stand alone pitch 
which Michelmersh and Timsbury could use under the same principles already discussed. It would be 
possible to fence off pitch one, this is already an adult pitch and would not be subject to any of the works 
required to use pitch 7. 
  
This in theory could be done in time for the season ahead. I appreciate this isn’t the response you were 
looking for, but I am still confident we can find a solution onsite. 
  
I have mentioned this to the FA and they believe that with the use of our facilities onsite for changing and 
social space it should be viable.  
  
  
I think it would be useful to meet onsite to go through this, do you have any availability W/C 26th June. 
  
Regards, 
Laura Jones 
Sport and Recreation 
Test Valley Borough Council” 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Response from HCC Highways – re: speeding/de-restriction signage 

My Ref 7029960 

 Dear Katie 

 Haccups Lane, Michelmersh 

 I am responding to the letter you e-mailed Tim Lawton dated 9 June 2017, in connection with concerns about 
flooding and speeding on Haccups Lane, Michelmersh. 

 Colleagues here in the local highway office are aware of the continuing problem of flooding and have confirmed 
that whilst the ditches have been cleared a number of the grips require clearing, to allow water to drain from the 
road surface. This work is being programmed with the new service partner, Skanska, for late summer this year, and 
the situation will then be monitored to establish whether further improvements are required. Please let me know if 
you would still like to meet someone from the team on this matter. 

 In response to the concerns in respect of speeding and a request for a 20 mph limit I can advise that the County 
Council have implemented a pilot programme of 20mph speed limits in 14 town and village locations throughout 
Hampshire with the final scheme completed earlier this year. A technical review of their effectiveness is being 
undertaken and once this final site has had the chance to settle the data gathering exercise can be completed. This 
review will consider traffic survey data to establish the impact of these speed limits on traffic flow and speed, and 
may also include an online questionnaire to establish the views of the residents living within the pilot speed limit 
locations. At this stage we cannot be more specific about the timescales involved in completion of the technical 
review but the outcome will help to determine future policy on 20mph speed limits in Hampshire. 

 At present we are not considering further speed restrictions unless there’s a proven casualty problem. This is in 
accordance with our current policy on the Traffic and Safety service which prioritises investigation of sites where a 
treatable pattern of road casualty collisions exists and this is reflected in a scaling back of speed limit reviews where 
they do not demonstrate a clear road casualty reduction benefit.  A link to the higher level Traffic Management 
policy that limits certain traffic management measures towards addressing proven safety issues can be found here:-  

  



 

 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadsafety/makingroadssafer 

 The road casualty collision history for Haccups Lane has been examined and there is no significant history that 
justifies further investigation at this stage. 

 Yours Sincerely 

 Richard Bastow, Highway Manager - West 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------- 
 
Pocket Park Tree Survey 
I have received three quotes below: 
 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadsafety/makingroadssafer


 
 
 

 

 

 



 
Woodcutters Cottage, Mesh Road, Michelmersh, Romsey 

Hants, SO51 0LD 
 VAT Reg No.154 1447 25 

  
Job description: 
All trees in woodland classed as urgent and needing doing in the next year carried out as discussed. Timber stacked on 

site and branches chipped on flight  

In addition to the tree survey all overhang and scrub on cricket net side cut back  

  
£ 1950+  VAT 
    
All works carried out in accordance with BS3998. 
  
Find attached a copy of our insurance. 
  
If you have any queries regarding this quote please feel free to contact me on either of the below numbers 
or by email. romsey.treesurgeons@sky.com 
  
View further information and customer comments at http://www.checkatrade.com/RomseyTreeSurgeonsLtd 
  
Kind Regards 
  
Ross Woodley 
  
   
Romsey Tree Surgeons Ltd 
  
Tel:01794 519050  
Mob:07788926613 
http://treesurgeonsromsey.co.uk/contact/2677865 

  
 

mailto:romsey.treesurgeons@sky.com
http://www.checkatrade.com/RomseyTreeSurgeonsLtd
http://treesurgeonsromsey.co.uk/contact/2677865


 
 
 
 
Jubilee Hall – verge 
James Parker has donated some bark chippings to assist with the hedge at the Jubilee Hall.  A work party now needs 
to be arranged to lay the top soil and bark chip. 
 
Blocked ditch – Brickworks footpath 
Michelmersh Brickworks has informed me that the ditch has now been cleared. 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------------  
 
 
 
 



 
Casbrook Fields Management Company Grant Request 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 

 

 

3.   Monthly Financial Summary  
Monthly Financial Report   22nd June - 20th July 2017

PAYMENTS

Cleared Payment

Katie Hardy Salary - June 2017 £411.67 £4,940.00 £1,235.01 £3,704.99

Katie Hardy Clerk Admin costs - postage £1.10 £350.00 £1.10 £348.90

Awbridge Arborist Admin costs - Pocket Park tree survey £280.00 £1,900.00 £785.00 £1,115.00

M&T Jubilee Hall Admin costs - room hire £24.00 £1,900.00 £809.00 £1,091.00

Five Star Cleaning Trees & Grass cutting £144.00 £1,500.00 £264.00 £1,236.00

Total £860.77

Invoices for  Payment

Katie Hardy Salary - July 2017 £411.67 £4,940.00 £1,646.68 £3,293.32

Katie Hardy Salary - August 2017 £411.67 £4,940.00 £2,058.35 £2,881.65

NW Adams Playground - ROSPA annual play inspection £99.90 £915.00 265.49 £649.51

Barker & Geary Village Improvements - rec.gate £235.13 £3,200.00 £660.13 £2,539.87

LK Ninnim Village improvements - metal gate removal £122.00 £3,200.00 £782.13 £2,417.87

Deon Design Admin costs - Webhosting £82.00 £1,900.00 £891.00 £1,009.00

Total £1,362.37

Uncashed cheques

Total £0.00

Alloted project funds

 Total £0.00

INCOME

Cleared Income

Lloyds TSB July Bank Interest £0.37

Account Balances

Lloyds TSB 30 Day Savings Account £8,697.70

Lloyds TSB Current Account £19,368.22

Total £28,065.92

Actual Funds available as of 20th July 2017 £26,703.55

2017 Annual 

Item Budget

2017 Category 

Spend to date 

2017 Category 

Budget 

remaining

 

Katie Hardy 
Parish Clerk 
Michelmersh & Timsbury Parish Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MICHELMERSH & TIMSBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 26th July 2017 at 7.30 p.m. at the 
Jubilee Hall, Timsbury. 
 
Present:   
Parish Councillors: Cllr. Bob Davis, Cllr. Donald Cowling, Cllr. Peter Clarke, Cllr. Mike Lucas, Cllr. Helen 
Palmer, Cllr. John Rhodes and Parish Clerk, Mrs. K. Hardy  
 
1.  Apologies 
Cllr. Rory Fitzgerald, TVBC Cllr. Tony Ward, HCC Cllr. Roy Perry 
  
2. Declarations of interest. 
Cllr. Donald Cowling declared an interest in any matter relating to the Jubilee Hall, as he is a member 
of the Jubilee Hall Committee. 
Cllr. John Rhodes declared an interest in any matter relating to the Sports Club as he is a member of 
M&T Sports Club. 
Cllr. Helen Palmer declared an interest in planning application 17/01620/FULLS, as she had been 
employed by the applicant to provide landscape illustrations for the application. 
 
Open Period 
 
National Grid 
Representatives of National Grid gave a comprehensive presentation about the works required to 
improve security at the National Grid site on Manor Farm Lane. 
They stated that in order to mitigate traffic movements, site workers would be transported to site in a 
mini bus.  All equipment/materials (except concrete) would be transported to site in small trucks.  The 
farm track would remain open to pedestrians while the works are carried out. 
Cllr. Davis said that local residents had raised concerns about the traffic travelling to site via New Road, 
as many trucks speed along this road.   
The National Grid representatives said that they had received correspondence from a local resident 
concerning this issue and they would be instructing their drivers accordingly. 
The NG representatives also mentioned a Community Grant which can be applied for to assist with 
local community projects. 
Cllr. Davis thanked the representatives for their presentation. 
 
The NG representatives then left the meeting. 
 
Planning Application 17/01644/FULLS 
Mrs Gill Glasspool spoke briefly about the revised planning application. 
 
Community Grant Request 
Mr Nigel Towell, Casbrook Residents Company Director spoke briefly on the reasons why the Company 
has approached the Parish Council for funding to improve the publically accessible play area and 
woodland within the Casbrook Fields development. 
 
Mr. Towell then left the meeting. 
 
Open Period Closed     
 
4.  Confirmation of Minutes 
The minutes from the Parish Council meeting held on 28

th
 June 2017 were approved. 

 
5.  Clerk’s Report 
No further comments 
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6.  Village Issues              

 
6.1  Sports Club issues  
Cricket Club Nets 
The Clerk informed the meeting that there is £1,537.16 of Section 106 funding available for this project. 
It was agreed that the Clerk ask the Sports Club for their preferred quotation so that a decision can be 
reached in the near future.   
It was also agreed to ask how much the Sports Club are able to contribute – a suggestion of 50% was 
made. 
 
Insurance 
The Council agreed that it still intends to insure the pavilion and store when the insurance is next up for 
renewal unless an alternative approach, which fiully protrects the Council’s interests as owner of the 
buildings whilst allowing the Sports Cl;ub to continue to pay the premiums, can be agreed. 
 
Jubilee Hall/Sports Club Plan 
The Council agreed that it would like to discuss wityh the Club their plans for a new pavilion. 
 
Hunts Farm Pitch 
It was agreed that the Clerk thank Mr. Goodland for the Hunts Farm pitch update. 
 
6. 2 Jubilee Hall Issues 
Lease 
It was agreed that Cllr. Davis circulate the lease to the Jubilee Hall Committee for comment. 
 
Community Garden Patio 
Cllr. Donald Cowling informed the meeting that the Jubilee Hall is considering relaying or replacing the 
Community Garden patio slabs at a cost of approximately £1000.   
It was agreed that the Jubilee Hall make a formal request for a financial contribution from the Parish 
Council for this project. 
 
6.3  Emergency Planning 
Deferred in the absence of Cllr. Fitzgerald. 
 
6.4  Recreation Ground Issues 
Pocket Park Tree works 
It was agreed that the quote from Awbridge Arborists be accepted for the ‘red’ (essential) tree works in 
the Pocket Park. 
          
7.  Planning 
7.1   17/01596/FULLS 
Infilling of previous clay extraction hole with imported material and creation of new site access and 
landscaping 
Site: Greenlsleeves, Haccups Lane, Michelmersh 
Decision: No objection, however the Council agreed to reiterate the traffic concerns previously raised. 
 
7.2  17/01638/FULLS 
Erection of single storey extension to include entrance hall, WC and bay window. 
Site: Manor Farm Cottage, Manor Farm Lane, Michelmersh 
Decision: No objection 

 
7.3  17/01609/TREES 
Tree Works 
Site: Orchard Cottage, Mesh Road, Michelmersh 
Decision: No objection, but reiterate same concerns as in previous representation for the same 
application. 
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7.4  17/01620/FULLS 
Redevelopment of site to include new business and storage/distribution accommodation following 
removal of existing storage units/containers and new site landscaping. 
Site: Manor Nursery, Stockbridge Road, Timsbury 
Decision: The Parish Council objects to this application on the following grounds: 

The site is in the countryside and until recently has been used for horticulture. The adjacent site ‘Choice 

Plants’, remains in wholly horticultural use.  Whilst there are now some light industrial and storage 

activities on the site, these are of a small scale in terms of building size and traffic generation.   

The proposed buildings are of a size and appearance more appropriate to an urban or suburban industrial 

estate and would be an alien feature in this semi-rural landscape.  

The proposed building is described as ’storage/distribution accommodation’: from the sizes of the access 

doors to the units it is clear that these are intended to accept large goods vehicles.  No information is 

provided on likely traffic movements to and from the site, or on matters such as hours of operation.  The 

access from the A3057, shared with ‘Choice Plants’, is restricted and would seem inadequate to deal with 

other than occasional HGV movements.    

If development were to be permitted on this site, the Council’s view is that it should be in the form of 

smaller units suitable for mixed commercial/light industrial uses, to provide accommodation for small 

local businesses of a nature that did not inevitably involve significant movements by heavy goods vehicles.   

 
7.5  17/01644/FULLS 
Proposed development of three single – storey, four bedroom, earth sheltered dwellings 
Site: Land North, Stockbridge Road, Timsbury 
Decision: The Parish Council objects to the above planning application, essentially on the same 

grounds as for the previous withdrawn application 15/01848/FULLS. 

The following points were raised by Councillors at the meeting (letter from Parish Council to 

TVBC ref: KH231Jul2017) -  

“The site is in the countryside: the development would be contrary to the current Borough Local Plan.  

Our understanding is that the is no shortfall in the five-year supply of housing land in Northern Test Valley 

and the development could not be justified on that ground. 

When the land was sold by Southern Water to private purchasers, we recall that the Borough Council 

removed permitted development rights, which would otherwise have been attached to this agricultural 

land.  This is a strong indication that the Borough Council identified the site as being of significant 

landscape value as ’open land’ and sought to protect it from development.  The Parish Council was 

pleased that the Borough Council took this action at that time. 

This open field, gently sloping upwards from the Stockbridge Road, is a particular feature of the northern 

approach to the village.  The mounding and landscaping, proposed to limit visibility of the houses from 

Stockbridge Road, would present an unnatural feature which would adversely affect the local landscape 

as viewed from Stockbridge Road and local footpaths.   

Even with the mounding, it appears that the glazing on the south elevation of the houses would be visible 

from the first floor windows of houses on Stockbridge Road, and would present an alien feature in the 

landscape from these viewpoints.  Also, any illusion that this remained an undeveloped site would be lost 

because of vehicle movements (domestic and deliveries) using the access from the A3057. 
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We recognise that the case is being made that the development deserves to be treated as an ‘exception’ 

on the grounds that the houses are innovative and of exceptional architectural merit.   We agree that the 

proposals are interesting and this development would be quite different from the existing housing stock 

in the village, but the basic elements are well-established and the design is therefore not, in our view, 

particularly original or innovative.  The development as proposed is not a ‘blueprint’ for low-carbon 

housing for the wider market, because of the low density, complexity, and high construction costs.    

We note that one of the ‘tests’ in paragraph 55 of the NPPF is that a  development claiming to be 

exceptional, such that it might be permitted in the countryside, should ‘significantly enhance its 

immediate setting’.  In our view this development would degrade, not enhance, the landscape. 

We are also concerned with precedent, although this may be dismissed as a non-material consideration.  

If this development in the countryside is permitted it would be difficult to resist other developments on 

other parts of this open area of land”.   

   
 8.  Correspondence 
 8.1   ROSPA – Annual Play Inspection Report 
Action: It was agreed to compile a list of repairs and request a quote from TVBC. 
 
8.2  Electoral Review of Test Valley – The Local Government Boundary Commission 
No comments to be submitted. 
 
8.3  TSB – replacing card reader with a Business Banking Authentication App. 
No action required. 
 
8.4 A3057 Cyclepath – The Clerk reported that HCC will shortly be trimming back the overgrown foliage 
along the cyclepath that runs between the Bear & Ragged Staff and Herons Lane. 
 
9.   Financial Matters. 
9.1 Financial Summary  
Agreed 
9.2 Invoices for Payment  
Agreed with the addition of 13.28 to Barker & Geary – additional expenditure towards the recreation 
ground gate. 
9.3 CFMC – Grant request 
The Parish Council agreed the following in response to the Casbrook Field Management Company’s 
request for financial assistance for play park improvements: 

- The Parish Council would like further information concerning the original planning consent 
(Section 106 Agreement) to learn if there is a legal obligation for the residents to retain the play 
equipment and if so, for how long. 

- The Council would like to see three ‘like for like’ quotations on an agreed course of action before 
it can decide if a financial contribution can be made. 

- The Council agreed that it would not be willing to adopt the equipment at the Casbrook Fields 
play area. 

 
10.  Meetings attended and to be attended  
None 
 
11.  Chairman’s Mandate  
Agreed 
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12.  Agenda items to be included in the next monthly Parish Council Meeting 
Community Emergency Plan 
Cricket Club nets 
Traffic calming measures on New Road – in particular, road markings 
 
13.   Dates of future meetings  
27th September 2017 
 
The meeting closed at 10.10pm    
Katie Hardy  

Parish Clerk, 21st August 2017 
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